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PRESIDENT’S VIEWS 
Taking It To The People 

BY F. A. “TEX” HARRIS 

The dispatch of veteran spin- 
meister David Gergen to the 
State Department to polish its 

image is but the latest evidence of the 
departments — and the administra¬ 
tion’s — continuing inability to convey 
to the American people the rationale 
for its foreign policy or for U.S. lead¬ 
ership in world affairs. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christophers promise to create an 
“America desk,” staffed by him, which 
would relate U.S. foreign policy to the 
concerns of ordinary Americans, has 
vanished without a trace. On Capitol 
Hill, as one consequence of this vacu¬ 
um, resources for tire nations diplo¬ 
matic front line continue relentlessly 
to shrink, while in the field the resul¬ 
tant penury invites deeper encroach¬ 
ment into traditional diplomatic turf 
by the intelligence community and 
other, better-endowed agencies. 

The unchecked growth of neo-iso¬ 
lationism that these developments 
bespeak, and the concomitant erosion 
of public support for an activist for¬ 
eign policy and the institutions to sus¬ 
tain it, are, in my opinion, the greatest 
long-term threats to the viability of 
the Foreign Service. If our govern¬ 
ment is unwilling to make the vital 
connections between Main Street, 
America and the rest of the world, die 
American Foreign Service Associat¬ 
ion has an obligation to try. 

To this end, representatives of a 
score of U.S. non-governmental orga- 

E A. “Tex” Harris is president of the 
American Foreign Service Association. 

nizations concerned widi grass-roots 
education in public affairs and foreign 
policy came together at AFSA head¬ 
quarters on June 30 to form the 
Coalition for American Leadership 
Abroad (COLEAD). As set out in its 
charter, die coalition will vigorously 
promote popular support for the con¬ 
cept that “Americas vital interests, 
well-being and security remain deeply 
affected by events beyond our bor¬ 
ders and that this requires acdve 
American leadership. American 
engagement abroad complements 
Americas domestic concerns. The 
U.S. can enhance both global peace 
and domestic prosperity by exercising 
similar leadership in the world.” 

AFSA was the prime mover in 
pulling together this nascent coalition. 
The coalitions founding members 
represent great diversity, including 
grass-roots constituent groups with 
thousands of individuals. The coali¬ 
tion will expand its membership 
beyond the ranks of traditional for¬ 
eign policy types so that its influence 
will be felt in every community in 
America. 

The coalition seeks to invigorate 

and coordinate its member groups’ 
efforts to generate public support for 
a vigorous U.S. foreign policy and an 
effective Foreign Service; to strength- 
en foreign-affairs education, research 
and career development; to support 
international exchange programs; and 
to commit the United States to 
strengthening and participating fully 
in the United Nations and other inter¬ 
national organizations. 

The coalition’s means to these ends 
will include speaker programs, such as 
AFSA’s World Issues Forum, to bring 
discussion of global issues to local 
civic, religious, fraternal and public 
service organizations, and a coordinat¬ 
ed campaign of press articles, op-ed 
pieces and letters to the editor focus¬ 
ing on the impact of international 
problems on vital domestic issues. 

A very important instrument will 
be a media outreach program to 
involve coalition members in local TV 
and radio talk shows, until now a 
hotbed of isolationist sentiment and a 
forum for xenophobic agitation. 

COLEAD’s strategy is to increase 
the effective involvement in interna¬ 
tional affairs of nongovernmental 
organizations, the academic commu¬ 
nity, and rank-and-file citizens through 
outreach and dialogue. In particular, 
AFSA will be calling upon its alumni 
throughout the country to assist the 
coalitions activities and play a leader¬ 
ship role in their communities in this 
campaign. As one of the most impor¬ 
tant initiatives AFSA has undertaken 
in decades, COLEAD will need your 
active participation and support. ■ 
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To the Editor: 
I would like to call die attention of 

our Foreign Service colleagues to the 
fiftli anniversary of the tragic death in 
Grenada of FSO John A. Butier, 
killed in the line of duty on June 28, 
1989. 

I had first met John in Washington 
in the winter of 1988 right after I was 
assigned to Grenada as permanent 
charge d’affaires and the political offi¬ 
cer position in Grenada was coming 
open that summer. Upon interview¬ 
ing John, I was so impressed with him 
that I told him I wanted him for the 
job. My family and I arrived in 
Grenada in June 1988 and John in 
August, followed shortly thereafter 
by his wife Elise and daughter Leslie. 

John Butler was at the very center 
of our activities in Grenada. He was 
responsible for political and regional 
security affairs. I consider John to 
have been, as I had put it in his per¬ 
formance evaluation earlier that 
spring, “one of the five or six most 
outstanding young Foreign Service 
officers with whom I had worked” 
throughout my long Foreign Service 
career. 

At midday on June 28,1989, John 
and the embassy’s Administrative 
Officer Roy Sullivan were at the Fort 
George headquarters of the Royal 
Grenadian Police Force to discuss 
security arrangements with the police 
for the embassy’s July 4 reception. 
Thirteen CARICOM heads of gov¬ 
ernment were to be meeting in 
Grenada and were expected to 
attend. John had decided only that 

LETTERS 

morning to go to the meeting with 
the police in order to wrap up admin¬ 
istrative details from a joint military 
UNITAS exercise which had been 
held in Grenada the previous week. 

Suddenly, Assistant Police 
Commissioner Grafton Bascombe 
appeared in the police compound. 
Under a cloud because of alleged mis¬ 
conduct, including mismanagement of 
funds for the Grenadian role in die 
UNITAS exercise, Bascombe had 
been ordered to return to his home 
country of St. Vincent but only after 
clarifying the funding issue. Bascombe 
entered the office of Acting Police 
Commissioner Cosmos Raymond and 
shot him dead. I had left from a meet¬ 
ing with Raymond in die same office 
not 10 minutes earlier. 

Bascombe then rushed into the 
room where Butier and Sullivan were 
meeting with the Grenadian police 
officials. Bascombe opened fire, 
killing John at point blank range and 
seriously wounding two Grenadian 
police officials. Sullivan was miracu¬ 
lously unhurt. Out of bullets, 
Bascombe went out on the balcony 
and was forcibly seized by Grenadian 
officers and locked in a secure room. 
A short while later, Bascombe him¬ 
self was found dead in the room, vic¬ 
tim, an autopsy later proved to a 
skeptical public, of a massive heart 
attack. 

John A. Butier, an outstanding 
Foreign Service officer simply doing 
his duty, died at age 33. A tragedy for 
him, for his family and for the 
Foreign Service. He was cut down in 

die early stages of a brilliant career. 
Certainly, it was die worst experience 
of my Foreign Service career. His 
picture will be in my office or study 
for the rest of my fife. We miss you, 
John, and will not forget. 

Ford Cooper 
Retired FSO 
Punta Gorda, Fla. 

To the Editor: 
A message from down under: 

Good on ya, Don Terpstra. Your per¬ 
ceptive article, “Diplomacy in the 
Heartland” (FSJ, June 1994), stated a 
few unvarnished truths that some of 
our more pompous diplomatic practi¬ 
tioners should take to heart. 

“Experts, opinion-makers and the 
foreign policy elite are no wiser about 
the course of (world) events than the 
average citizen on the street,” 
Terpstra wrote. “America’s strengdi 
in the face of uncertainty is not exper¬ 
tise and elites, but the ideals upon 
which this national community ... was 
built.” In Washington these days, 
however, the alleged “experts” are 
engaged in a seemingly endless — 
and infinitely boring — academic 
process of defining and redefining 
die nature and direction of American 
foreign policy. Unsurprisingly, this 
flawed process produces plenty of 
confusion but few definitive conclu¬ 
sions or prescriptions for constructive 
action in a troubled world. 

The inside-the-Beltway experts 
should listen to the folks that 
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Terpstra interviewed out there in the 
heartland. They don’t want muddled 
foreign policy “malaise” debates; they 
want leadership. 

I can hardly wait to get back to 
Carson City, where basic values and 
common sense prevail. Terpstra’s 
thesis, that Washington is out of 
touch with the mood of tire country, 
is true on many issues including for¬ 
eign policy. Thanks for publishing his 
article. 

Guy W. Fanner 
Public Affairs Officer 
U.S. Information Service 
AmEmbassy Canberra 

To the Editor: 
I have read and re-read Brandon 

Grove’s “Open Letter” in the 

Journal’s 75th anniversary issue (FSJ, 
May 1994). If I had a hat on, I’d 
throw it into the air with a cheer! If I 
weren’t already in the Service, I’d 
sign up for the exam! 

He clearly, eloquentiy told junior 
officers what they needed to know 
about our generation of FSO’s and our 
immediate predecessors — Ameri¬ 
cans for whom the future was to be 
shaped by what happened 50 years 
ago today. Just as eloquent and clear 
was his advice to today’s FSOs on how 
they should serve dieir country. 

I wonder: Were we drawn more 
strongly to adventure and the opportu¬ 
nity for national service than new offi¬ 
cers are today? Our government and its 
workings seemed well-nigh infallible 
when we thought of the recently 
defeated Axis powers, and of the suc¬ 
cessor to totalitarianism diat faced us. 

I’d tell junior officers, and otiier 
Foreign Service people, that they 
may not necessarily be better off with 
a system that is constantly being 
tweaked and teased to over-refined 
perfection. Does the following quote 
— provided by my able secretary 
Clayton Tolson — say anything about 
our organizational atmosphere? It’s 
from C.S. Lewis’s Screwtape Letters: 
“We must picture hell as a state 
where everyone is perpetually con¬ 
cerned about his own dignity and 
advancement, where everyone has a 
grievance, and where everyone lives 
the deadly serious passions of envy, 
self-importance and resentment.” 

New officers may, in fact, be more 
demanding than when we entered 
the Service. That change might actu¬ 
ally be good. But faced with a world 
and an organization in dux, our senior 

READERS’ POLL RESPONSE 

SHOULD THE UNITED STATES IMPOSE ECONOMIC 

SANCTIONS ON NORTH KOREA FOR VIOLATING ITS 

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY AGREE¬ 

MENT ON INSPECTION OF NUCLEAR ACTIVmES? 

UNDECIDED 

“What the U. S. should not do is act 
as prosecutor, defense attorney, 
fudge, junj and executioner, especially 
on the word of a now thoroughly- 
without-credibility CIA” 

— B.K., BETHANY BEACH, DEL 

“The US has been viewed as the Taper Tiger’ by 
Pacific Rim countries. Given Clinton’s foreign policy 
record, he can’t afford to waver again.” 

— R.A., WASHINGTON, D.C. 

“I am not convinced it is a U.S.-specific problem.” 
— C.T.R., FAIRFAX, VA. 

“North Korea is already economically isolated — this 
would just be restating the fact.” 

— A.L., WASHINGTON, D.C. 

READERS’ POLL QUESTION 

GIVEN INCREASING PUBLIC CRITICISM OF 

PRESIDENT CLINTON’S FOREIGN POLICY, 

SHOULD HE SUCCUMB TO SUGGESTIONS 

THAT SECRETARY OF STATE WARREN 

CHRISTOPHER BE REPLACED? 

□ Yes □ No □ Undecided 

Comments     

Please fax your response back 
to the Journal by Sept. 10 at 
202/338-8244 or mail to: 
Poll, Foreign Service Journal, 
2101 E St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20037. 
Results will be published in 
an upcoming issue. 

Initials 

City, State, Country 
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leadership has not always been what 

it could have been. Too often, senior 

FSOs have tended to temporize, to 

slide off the point of difficult manage¬ 

ment issues. Instead of Unking maxi¬ 

mum effort to maximum clarity with 

regard to minority recruitment, Ser¬ 

vice discipline, coning, women’s 

issues and other hot potatoes, man¬ 

agement often seemed defensive, 

apologetic. Meanwhile, our pohtical 

bosses didn’t always help, eidier, widi 

their suspicion of the Service and 

desire to give each issue the proper 

pohtical appearance and spin. 

Brandon did well to remind the 

junior officers of how die service has 

improved in die past generation, and of 

the “daunting, intricate and vital” issues 

our country will face in the years 

ahead. Brandon’s suggestion diat we 

create a permanent under-secretary 

would help us more successfully 

address those issues. 

Hume Horan 
Ambassador 
AmEmbassy Abidjan 

To the Editor: 
The Thursday Luncheon Group 

(TLG) seeks to work with department 

officials and the American Foreign 

Service Association in an honest dia¬ 

logue to increase the number of blacks 

taking the Foreign Service examina¬ 

tion and entering the Foreign Service. 

It also seeks opportunities for minority 

assignments in all geographic and 

functional bureaus and promotions 

into the senior ranks. We recently met 

widi the director general and will soon 

meet with the director of die Office of 

Recruitment to exchange ideas and 

offer to assist in recruitment activities. 

We have never benefitted from die 

department’s “old boy” network and 

ask no special treatment or favors. Our 

intention is to ensure that assignment 
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and promotion policies be based on 
individual merit and skill. 

The TLG is disturbed by recent let¬ 
ter's to the Foreign Service Journal 
opposing the department’s diversity 
efforts. There appears to be wide¬ 
spread misconception that white males 
are losing choice assignments to black 
officers. Nothing, however, could be 
further from the truth! Thirty years 
after the passage of die Civil Rights 
Act, much still has to be accomplished 
in this area in tire United States. The 
State Department mirrors the best and 
worst of America; however, many offi¬ 
cers would deny that racism or sexism 
exist in the department. Sadly, their 
perception is in emir. 

There are only 263 black general¬ 
ists (between mid-level, FS-06 and the 
counselor-minister level), down 10 
from fiscal year 1989. Only one career 
assistant secretary, one deputy assis¬ 
tant secretary, six office directors 
(three black GS employees are office 
directors) and three deputy directors 
serve in the department. Fewer than 
15 blacks have entered the Foreign 
Service since 1991. No black FSOs 
hold policy positions on the National 
Security Council. In the department, 
the majority of blacks serve in the 
African Affairs Bureau (AF) and the 
Inter-American Affairs Bureau, 
(ARA) while European and Canadian 
Affairs and Near Eastern Affairs con¬ 
tinue to have negligible black repre¬ 
sentation. At overseas posts, the 
Clinton administration continues the 
well-worn pattern of naming blacks to 
die Third World. Seven blacks cur- 
rendy serve as ambassador, and only 
one is posted outside of AF or ARA. 
None is serving in Europe. There are 
only six black deputy chiefs of mission 
and three principal officers. Yet, many 
officers believe that their careers are 
endangered by black officers. This is 
simply not true. By their numbers 
alone, there are not sufficient black 
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officers to threaten the future of 
white males in the Foreign Service. 

The TLG seeks to promote eth¬ 
nic diversity and excellence in for¬ 
eign affairs and offers the following 
ideas to energize the process: 
• Increase recruiting efforts for the 
Foreign Service exam aimed at 
obtaining a more diverse pool of 
applicants. 
• Improve counselling for junior 
officers and new mid-level officers 
on career opportunities. 
• Encourage junior officers to con¬ 
sider studying hard languages. 
• Adopt AFSA’s proposal to moni¬ 
tor the progress of junior officers. 
• Implement the mandatory diversity 
training program for managers. 
• Ensure that excellent officers re¬ 
ceive serious consideration to change 
bureaus and receive opportunities to 
serve in all geographic bureaus. 

The TLG looks forward to a con¬ 
tinuing dialogue with AFSA on the 
diversity issue. Diversity and excel¬ 
lence are not mutually exclusive. 
The TLG is a multi-racial profes¬ 
sional organization dedicated to 
increasing minority involvement in 
public diplomacy and foreign policy. 

TLG: Fannie Allen, 
President 
Carolyn Coleman, 
USAID Vice President 
Donald Q. Washington, 
USIA Vice President 
Harry Thomas, State 
Vice President 

To the Editor: 
Neither of your two printed con¬ 

tributions on “Defining Diversity’s 
Limits” in die May 1994 “Letters” 
section addressed die most important 
issue regarding diversity that exists 
when national security interests are 
involved. That issue is effectiveness 
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LETTERS 

and must be measured, not in the 
context of our social mixture and the 
comparative qualifications therein, 
but from the context of the society to 
which we are assigned. 

I remember the story of the plan¬ 
ning session for a Eugene, Ore., trade 
delegation to Japan. Pressure was 
being applied to include women in 
the delegation to demonstrate 
Eugene’s diversity. The mayor finally 
asked whether the purpose of the 
delegation was to drum up business 
or influence the lifestyle of the 
Japanese. This same “force it down 
their throats” approach is the way in 
which many of our foreign contacts 
see our assignment approach. I do 
understand the domestic pressures 
for diversity, but I believe efforts 
should be made to resist diversity for 
the sake of diversity when it under¬ 
mines diplomatic effectiveness in 
achieving foreign policy goals essen¬ 
tial to our national security. 

Three out of the many domestical¬ 
ly focused diversity assignments that 
I have witnessed illustrate my point: 

1. A female assigned to a branch 
post in a Navy-dominated, South 
American community. The job was 
tough enough for her male predeces¬ 
sor, a civilian dealing with the military. 
It was virtually impossible for a female. 

2. A black woman assigned as com¬ 
mercial officer in a consulate in black 
Africa. She lasted only a few months 
before a nervous breakdown forced a 
permanent medical evacuation. 

3. A female Arabist assigned to a 
Muslim country with a fundamental¬ 
ist unfriendly government. Her 
superb language skills allowed her to 
do a job, but in a very uphill way, 
much in the nature of Sisyphus, 
because of the nature of the male- 
bonded power structure. 

Paul Good 
Executive Officer 
AmEmbassy Rabat ■ 

/ - 

An International Education for the 21st Century 
♦ Coeducational, boarding, grades 9 -12, PG 13th grade 
♦ University-preparatory studies: International Baccalaureate, Advanced 

Placement, and US High School Diploma 
♦ Excellent US and International university/college placement 
♦ Full US and European Accreditation 
♦ Caring family atmosphere in comfortable residences 
♦ Recreation, Europe-wide educational cultural excursions 
♦ Summer and winter sports; "Skiing at the LAS Doorsteps!" 
♦ Located in beautiful, peaceful Alpine resort, above Lake Geneva, 

close to metropolitan Lausanne, Geneva, and Montreux 

Leysin American School in Switzerland 
Thomas F. Rouillard, Admissions 
PO Box 4016, Portsmouth, NH 03802-4016 
Tel: 603.431.7654 
Fax: 603.431.1280 

VOLVO 
Factory-Set Discounts 
To Diplomats Posted 
Stateside and Abroad 
U.S., U.K., European, or 

Overseas Specs 
Overseas and Domestic 

Deliveries 

JERRY GRIFFIN 
DIPLOMATIC SALES SPECIALIST 

12 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

1231 W. Broad Street 
Falls Church, VA 22046 

Washington. D C. Metropolitan Area 

(703) 237-5020 
Fax: (703) 237-5028 

c)bDon Beyer Volvo 
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CLIPPINGS 

“Word is that 
the softest, 

cushiest, most 
delightful job in 

the U.S. 
government 
may go to 

Democratic 
National 

Committee 
Treasurer 
Robert 

Farmer... The 
job? Consul 

general 
to Bermuda. ” 

—COLUMNIST AL 

KAMEN, “IN THE 

LOOP. ” THE 

WASHINGTON POST, 

JUNE 17 

'BOLD’ APPOINTMENT 
BY CLINTON CITED Some 31 U.S. ambassadorships are 

still empty, a full year after the 
Clinton administration has taken office, 
according to a June 25 article in The 
Economist. Although a group of ambas¬ 
sadors was confirmed on June 8, there 
are still vacant posts in places like Saudi 
Arabia and Portugal, as well as Bahrain, 
Belarus, Costa Rica and Lesotho. The 
Economist points to the embarrassing 
vacancy in India, as well as ambassado¬ 
rial changes in Germany and Israel. 
Noted tire article, “All this coming and 
going irritates the American diplomatic 
corps at least as much as it bothers for¬ 
eign governments.” It continues, “The 
administration has stepped on Foreign 
Service toes by trying to put in new ap¬ 
pointees before the end of the three- 
year terms that ambassadors tradition¬ 
ally serve. And the Foreign Service also 
fears a wave of political nominations. 
Some 60 percent of Mr. Clinton’s nom¬ 
inees are career diplomats — 10 per¬ 
cent lower than in the Bush administra¬ 
tion.” 

The Economist points out drat diplo¬ 
mats who expected that the U.S. admin¬ 
istration would appoint women and mi¬ 
norities at the expense of career diplo¬ 
mats “need not have worried.” Said the 
reporter of the weekly London-based 
magazine, “In his first year, Mr. Clinton 
has appointed eight women, three 
blacks and one Latino,” fewer diversity 
appointments than under President 
Bush. 

But, the reporter allowed, Deputy 
Director of the White House Personnel 
Office Craig Smith made the following 
promise: “We’ve made a decision and 

we’re going to put an African American 
in Jamaica.” Quipped The Economist, 
“Bold indeed.” ■ 

FSOs COMPLAINING 
OF POLICY 'LURCHES’ Foreign Service officers perceive 

President Clinton as unwilling to 
give much time and attention to foreign 
policy problems, and his surrogates — 
including Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher — are seen as unable to fill 
the resulting void, reporter John M. 
Goshko wrote in The Washington Post 
on June 20. 

Interviews with dozens of FSOs indi¬ 
cated that the sharp decline of public 
confidence in Clinton’s handling of for¬ 
eign policy is “echoed by many of 
America’s professional diplomats.” 
Goshko points out that complaints about 
the direction of a particular administra¬ 
tion are not a new phenomenon in the 
Foreign Service, but that “the indict¬ 
ment [FSOs] level against the Clinton 
team is that its policies are so ill-defined 
or so prone to sudden flip-flops that 
each one is known colloquially in the bu¬ 
reaucracy as a ‘lurch.’” 

Christopher said such complaints 
were due “to the dif ficulties of adapting 
our priorities to the post-Cold War 
world,” and Peter Tamoff, under secre¬ 
tary for political affairs, downplayed the 
signs of discontent, saying that, “The un¬ 
happiness is nothing like the way things 
were in this building during the Vietnam 
War or the Iran-contra scandal.” 

With few exceptions, such as Joan 
Spero, under secretary for economic af¬ 
fairs, Winston Lord, assistant secretary 
for East Asian affairs, and Dennis Ross, 
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CLIPPINGS 

coordinator of the Middle East process, 
the Foreign Service does not give high 
marks to any of the political appointees 
in key posts around Christopher, 
Goshko reported. 

Said one senior diplomat, 
“Christopher has tried to keep a steady 
course, but ... if the president doesn’t 
show more leadership, you can name all 
the secretaries you want, but you still 
won’t have a coherent policy.” ■ 

CABLE CRITICIZES 
DIVERSITY POLICY A State Department cable, printed 

verbatim in the July issue of The 
Washingtonian, contains many candid 
comments from L. Lewis Anselem, po¬ 
litical counselor in La Paz, on the push 
for diversity at the State Department. 
The cable, discussing two articles on di¬ 
versity in State magazine, “has been 
making the rounds in Foggy Bottom,” 
according to The Washingtonian. 

Anselem has strong words to say on 
the role of the Foreign Service exam, 
the “evils” of merit and the misleading 
use of statistics: “I find diversity’s obses¬ 
sion with race and gender repugnant 
and potentially dangerous. ... Qualified 
women and minority officers are being 
stigmatized by diversity.” ■ 

PROBLEMS AT HOME 
TACKLED BY AID The Agency for International 

Development has found a new cus¬ 
tomer for its services: America’s inner 
cities. Thomas L. Friedman, writing in 
The New York Times on June 26, said 
that, “the good news is that AID has 
something to offer. The bad news is that 
parts of Los Angeles, Boston and 
Baltimore now need it as much as 
Bangladesh.” 

AID’s charter prevents the agency 

from financing U.S. programs, but noth- 
ing prevents it sharing its expertise and 
techniques for stamping out illiteracy, 
promoting programs for immunizations, 
family planning and other health issues, 
and nurturing small businesses. 

After AID Administrator J. Brian 
Atwood mentioned that his agency 
hoped to become more involved in 
sharing ideas with U.S. cities, 
Baltimore Mayor Kurt L. Schmoke 
contacted AID and volunteered 
Baltimore as the first test case. A new 
program, christened “Lessons Without 
Borders,” began with a day-long semi¬ 
nar with Baltimore counterparts dis¬ 
cussing AID programs that worked. 
Another conference is planned for 
Boston in the fall as well as in other 
cities that have asked for advice. ■ 

CLINTON’S ‘DUBIOUS’ 
DIPLOMATIC CHOICES The June Issue of People magazine 

lambasted President Clinton for his 
“five most dubious nominees.” Those in¬ 
clude Ambassador to Sweden Thomas 
Siebert, President Clinton’s classmate at 
Georgetown University; former Boston 
Mayor Raymond Flynn, now ambas¬ 
sador to the Vatican, who was a major 
Clinton backer in 1992; Ambassador to 
Austria Swanee Hunt, who donated 
$250,000 to the Democrats in 1992 and 
hosted a fundraiser that netted $1 mil¬ 
lion; Ambassador to Switzerland M. 
Larry Lawrence, who gave the 
Democratic Party $10 million since 
1952; and Ambassador to the Bahamas 
Sidney Williams, whose wife, California 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters, is one 
of Clinton’s most important black sup¬ 
porters. 

According to the magazine, which 
quoted American Foreign Service 
Association statistics, Clinton’s record 
shows he has appointed 39 percent of 
available ambassadorships as “purely polit- 

YEARS AGO 

PAY YOUR 
OWN WAY 
The “Editor’s Column” 

of the Journal’s 
August 1944 issue urges 
Congress to vote for rep¬ 
resentational financial al¬ 
lowances for Foreign 
Service officers. 

“A large percentage of 
the officers admitted into 
the Foreign Service in re¬ 
cent years do not have a 
private income because 
the department has 
sought to encourage the 
admission of candidates 
from every field of 
American life. ... Only a 
small minority in the 
Service are equipped 
with personal funds to 
meet the obligations of 
their representative ca¬ 
pacity abroad. ... A re¬ 
newed effort should now 
be made to convince 
Congress of the urgent 
need for adequate repre¬ 
sentation allowances for 
the Foreign Service and 
the real necessity of abol¬ 
ishing the undemocratic 
principle that a Foreign 
Service officer must have 
private means in order to 
do his job efficiently.” ■ 
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“Swazi 

ambassadors 

serving abroad 

are allowed to 

take along only- 

one wife ... 

leaving the 

others behind. ” 

— NEWS ITEM, 

PRETORIA NEWS, 

PRETORIA, MAY 4 

ical payoffs to influential friends. That is a 
worse record than George Bush (25 per¬ 
cent) or Ronald Reagan’s (30 percent).” ■ 

WIRTH MOVING FAST 

ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS In the State Department’s Loy 
Henderson conference room, Timothy 

E. Wirth, the first under secretary of state 
for global affairs, recently explained his 
new responsibilities, which include 
transnational issues such as the environ¬ 
ment, human rights and refugees. Topical 
bureaus often are regarded as backwater 
spots, commanding little attention and 
conveying little status, Thomas W. 
Lippman reported in The Washington 
Post on June 30. The path to career ad¬ 
vancement and prestige in the State 

Department tradition has long resided in 
die geographical bureaus. 

Lippman wrote, “That could change 
with Wirth in charge, partly because the 
Clinton administration appears gen¬ 
uinely concerned about the issues now 
in Wirth’s domain and partly because of 
the weight of the units that now report 
to him.” Wirth will oversee the work of 
four assistant secretaries: democracy, 
human rights and labor; international 
narcotics matters; population, refugees 
and migration; and oceans and interna¬ 
tional environmental and scientific af¬ 
fairs. 

The first major item on Wirth’s 
agenda is die international conference 
on population issues, set for Cairo in 
September. President Clinton has set a 
“very high priority” on population stabi¬ 
lization, Wirth was quoted as saying. ■ 

The Remington Fits Your 
Washington Schedule. 

7:30 A.M. Woke up in a luxurious 
1 Bedroom Apartment, 
turned on Cable TV for 
the weather. 

7:45 A.M. Nice day. Took breakfast 
and the Washington Post 
onto the balcony. 

8:20 A.M. Tossed linens in 
washer and dryer. 
Left note for maid to 
set dinner table. 
Petted the cat. 

8:30 A.M. Walked 2 1/2 blocks 
to meeting at 
State Department. 

5:00 P.M. Picked up dessert 
at Watergate Pastry 
Shop and walked 
home. 

5:45 P.M. Buzzed in guests at 
front door. 

7:30 P.M. Decided to stay 
another month! 

TRE REMINGTON 
Fully Furnished Luxury Rental Condos 

24th & G Streets, N.W. 
Walk to State Department and 

Foggy Bottom Metrorail 

Affordable short term rentals 

For Information/Reservations, Call 202-466-7367 or 1-800-933-8367 Fax 202-659-8520 
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MONTHLY FURNISHED RENTALS 

f REE SHUTTLE TO NFTAC FROM 
OAKWOOD FALLS CHURCH 

Qoktlod 
Corporate Housing 
A nationwide temporary housing service 

800-832-8329 
fax: 703-751-5679 

Furnished one, two and three 

bedroom apartments 

Fine furnishings complete with 

linens, housewares, cable TV, 

utilities and phone service 

AAicrowave ovens, decorator items, 

VCR's, answering machines and 

maid service available 

Fools, spas, tennis & fitness centers 

Free shuttle to AAetrorail from 

most locations 

Locations throughout metro D.C, 

AAaryl and, Virginia and over 400 

cities nationwide! 



Destination 
Washington, D.C.? 
Let Long & Foster, 
the Area's Largest Real Estate Company, 
Lead the Way ^ L„„g&F„s,er, 

the leading real estate firm 
in the nation's capital, 

is noted for customer satisfaction 
has been helping people buy and 

sell homes for over 25 years. 
If you are being assigned 

to the Washington, D.C. area, 
put Long & Foster's expertise, experience 

and market knowledge to work for you. 

LONG & POSTER' 
REALTORS® 

Serving the real estate needs of 
the Foreign Service community is our speciality. 

If you're interested in buying a home, 
we can provide you with all the details 

of available housing alternatives. 
Or, if you are leaving the area, 

we can help you sell your home quickly 
and at the best price possible. 

For up-to date information 
on living in the Washington, D.C., 

Metropolitan area, fax or 
mail the coupon below. 

EVELYN COTTERMAN 
will give you the benefit of 

over 18 years of specialized experience. 
Buyer or Seller Agent 

Phone: (703) 573-2600 
Fax: (703) 641-9524 

DESTINATION WASHINGTON, D.C./ ATTENTION EVELYN COTTERMAN 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Expected Date of Arrival 

I'm interested in: 

□ Information on buying a home in 
 Virginia  Maryland  D.C. 

□ Selling my present home 
□ Free Home Buyers Guide 
□ Free Home Sellers Guide 

FAX OR MAIL TO: EVELYN COTTERMAN, LONG & FOSTER, 3918 PROSPERITY AVENUE, FAIRFAX, VA 22031 



SPEAKING OUT 
The Critical Role of Consular Reporting 

BY JOHN P. HEIMANN 

The Department of State’s 
decision to continue closing 
consulate posts reflects more 

the low priority accorded their func¬ 
tions tli an it does any real budgetary 
imperative. The department holds 
this low view of consulates based on a 
mixture of ignorance as to what con¬ 
sulates do — and could potentially do 
— in political and economic report¬ 
ing and on the poor performance of 
those tasks by principal officers at 
many constituent posts. 

Congress, on the other hand, 
usually resists proposals to close 
consulates because it has a clearer 
vision of what constituent posts 
could, and should, be doing to fur¬ 
ther the foreign political and eco¬ 
nomic interests of the United 
States. Members of Congress forget 
only at their own peril that “beyond 
the Beltway” is where the origin of 
much major political and economic 
decision-making is to be found. 
Despite Congress’s opposition, the 
State Department has cut staffing at 
consulates to the point where 
employees can do only a minimum 
of reporting and representation. 

Although embassies usually 
oppose, pro forma, proposals to 
close constituent posts, many politi- 

Jolm P. Heimann, a retired Foreign 
Service officer, has served as deputy 
chief of mission in Moscow and as a 
senior official in both Paris and 
Brussels. In Washington, he served 
in the State Department’s Office of 
Inspector General. 

Many 

political and 

economic officers 

privately 

support closure of 

consular posts 

because they view 

them as 

rival reporting 

entities. 

cal and economic officers privately 
support closure because they view 
consular posts as rival reporting enti¬ 
ties. When consulates do political or 
economic reporting, for example, 
they almost always reflect a point of 
view different from that expressed in 
the government circles of capital 
cities. 

While all would intellectually 
agree that a diversity of relevant 
sources, points of view and outlooks 
should characterize Department of 

State reporting from abroad, a great 
many embassy officers, in fact, pro¬ 
foundly resent non-conformist 
reporting (by consulates or other 
agencies) as virtually a personal 
attack on their Olympian analyses 
and policy recommendations. Their 
reaction to such dissidence is to seek 
to clear and/or coordinate reporting 
from consular posts so that 
Washington will have a truer picture 
of events, i.e. that view which politi¬ 
cal and economic section people 
have gleaned in the capital and from 
brief forays outside. 

Principal officers at consulates 
are not without fault in this sad sit¬ 
uation. Too many have come to 
believe that their status and senior¬ 
ity in the Foreign Service entitle 
them to manage the post as they 
see best. The reality is that nobody 
has that right, not even the ambas¬ 
sador. Complaining and autocratic 
principal officers are isolated and 
ignored by the embassy and the 
department and relegated to virtu¬ 
al Coventry. Sulking consuls and 
consuls general abound in the 
Foreign Service, as any inspector 
can certify. Many in their 
embassies, not surprisingly, consid¬ 
er the posts of these whining prima 
donnas as ripe for closing. 

How, then, to resolve this unhap¬ 
py stand-off? 

Principal consulate officers 
should consider as their highest 
priority to be of service to the 
reporting function of the embassy’s 

I political and economic sections. 
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/ jf’ If you need to 
cfr travel this summer, 

'p stay at home with us! 
“ ... One of the most charming hotels 

in one of the best locations in the city. ” Washington Post 

ibi 

$86 per room night including continental breakfast for two. 
Rate available through September 17, 1994. 

Long term rates available. 

• Only 5 blocks from State Department 
• Overlooking historic Pennsylvania Ave. 
• Close to White House, Georgetown, monuments, 

museums and shops. 
• Charming European-style hotel rooms and 

suites, most with fully equipped kitchens 
• Special short and long term stay amenities 
• Cafe Lombardy, serving Italian specialties 

FOR RESERVATIONS: 800/424-5486 or 202/020-2000 
FAX 202/072-0503 

Hotel Lombardy 
2019 I Street, NW. 
Washington, DC 

20006 

(How to Buy Auto Insurance Overseas^ 
There’s really only one way. Select the agent who offers broad experience 

and a high level of repeat business. Experience that helps you avoid the 
pitfalls of a highly complex business. Repeat business that results from pro¬ 
viding what’s best for the customer - not the agent. 

For 34 years Harry M. Jannette, Jr. & Company has provided dependable 
coverage with U.S. carriers to thousands of Foreign Service personnel world¬ 
wide. Thus, you gain the broadest U.S. terms and conditions and flexible 
value limits often not available from other insurance carriers. 

• WORLDWIDE COVERAGE Fire, theft, comprehensive and collision protec¬ 
tion are available at foreign posts. 

• U.S. AUTO LIABILITY Available for short term on home leave, change of 
assignment, and new auto purchase prior to foreign departure. 

• FOREIGN LIABILITY We suggest contacting your post on arrival. Local 
laws require specific limits and coverage. Pricing is normally best on site. 

• CONTACT US TODAY Let us send you “the Embassy Plan” brochure. It 
contains all the answers about dependable coverage and low cost premi¬ 
ums. 

Harry M. Jannette, Jr. & Company 
3530 FOREST LANE #305 • DALLAS. TEXAS 75234-7955.^~^\ 

TELEPHONE: 214-350-5141 • FAX: 214-352-7022 ( 
\ m tnstsrxnx ) 

Or Call 1 -800-256-5141 \f Hat, J 

SPEAKING OUT 

Reporting from the constituent 
post should be modest in tone, 
focused in scope (a few big things 
tersely, well and thoroughly 
reported, not a scatter of trivia) 
and should never, never encroach 
on the embassy’s exclusive right to 
recommend policy to Washington. 
The goal of consular reporting 
should be to make the mission’s 
overall reporting the best possible 
and to make the reporting sections 
in the embassy look good. 

Deputy chiefs of mission should 
insist that their political and eco¬ 
nomic counselors actively seek to 
support and enhance an indepen¬ 
dent and active reporting f unction at 
consulates. (After all, with only a lit¬ 
tle time and effort at cooperation, 
counselors get the equivalent of 
extra staff out of the arrangement.) 
It is a win/win situation with the 
embassy reporting sections getting 
kudos for encouraging a country¬ 
wide perspective. 

Once consulates start proving 
useful — even invaluable — to the 
reporting function at various 
embassies, embassy management 
will effectively defend them and 
department management will take 
its cue from the embassy. For exam¬ 
ple, in one case I know of, a political 
ambassador responded to a 
Washington proposal to cut his best 
reporting consulate with a counter¬ 
proposal to take all the required 
budget and personnel cuts at tire 
embassy instead. 

We in the Foreign Service must 
not allow such valuable reporting to 
drop to the ground unnoticed. If we 
do, more useful and rewarding 
Foreign Service reporting jobs 
abroad will disappear and the much- 
needed, valuable function of report¬ 
ing non-conformist views from the 
provinces will disappear or pass into 
the hands of other agencies. ■ 
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PRIORITY ASSIST 
THE WAYCAR BUYING SHOULD BE. 

AN EXCEPTIONAL CAR PURCHASE PROGRAM FOR DIPLOMATS. 

Through the Priority Assist Car Buying 

Program, it's simple to purchase a new car 

before you head Stateside, at a guaranteed 

low price. We handle all the details for 

you—from car selection and financing, to 

registration and final delivery. There are 

no hassles, and your new car will be ready 

and waiting when you arrive. 

GUARANTEED LOW PRICES. 

All of our low prices are based on 

“Factory Invoice Prices” in U.S. dollars— 

and we’ll guarantee you the lowest price 
on most American-built cars. All applica¬ 

ble rebates are included and the price 

quoted is what you’ll pay. These low 

prices are usually available only while 

you're overseas, so contact us now for 

more details. 

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL. 

For complete details, call or fax a Priority 

Assist Personal Advisor at the numbers 

listed below. There’s no obligation. We’ll 

answer your questions and give you a 

price quote in writing. Because we work 

with the State Department Federal Credit 

Union, we can also handle your loan 

application. Our Personal Advisors are 
there to help you. 

FULL SERVICE. FULL SATISFACTION. 

We guarantee satisfaction at delivery, or 

we’ll refund your payment. Priority 

Assist is simply the easiest and most con¬ 

venient way to purchase a car before 

heading Stateside. Call or fax us today! 

CALL: 1-800-877-7083 OR 516-496-1806 FAX: 516-677-3701 
GERMANY Tel. (0228) 376 550 Fax. (0228) 371 420 BELGIUM Tel. (02) 716 4860 Fax. (02) 716 4760 FRANCE Tel. (1) 44 71 36 78 Fax. (1) 44 71 36 96 

All guarantees are subject to terms and conditions. Call today for details. 



UNDERSTANDING THE 

NEW POLITICAL MARKETS 

FREE-MARKET COMPETITION 

DICTATES POLITICAL POLICY 

BY JOHN HAWES In assessing President Clinton’s victory on 

the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA), some writers have 

warned drat because the pro-NAFTA 
coalition was totally different from the 

budget coalition, and because it was com¬ 

posed in the majority of Republicans, it 

left die president without a consistent governing 

base for die future. 

The observation is accurate, but anachronistic. 
Today, bodi domestic and international political 
competition is increasingly tiuid and ad hoc, 

demanding new ideas and new combinations for 
each issue. It is, in odier words, becoming more like 

free-market economic competition, and less like die 
monopolistic political structures of the Cold War 

era. 

The opening toward more freewheeling domes¬ 

tic and international political competition that 

began in the 1980s in the former Soviet Union has 

spread rapidly around the globe. In that sense, the 

NAFTA vote reflects the American perestroika. It 

John Hawes, a retired FSO, is executive director 

of the American-Malaysian Chamber of 

Commerce. As a FSO, he served in Italy, 

Ethiopia, India, Austria, Belgium, Morocco, and 

as U.S. representative to the Open Skies Treaty 
negotiations. 

marks, as the 1992 election foreshadowed, a period 
in which coalitions will necessarily shift from issue 

to issue, where voting blocs have less enduring 

influence, and where the aggregation of interests 

and arguments is explicit, hard fought, and some¬ 
times wrenching. The battle lines of the health care 

debate, as a further example, are no more tradition¬ 

al than diose over NAFTA. Nor do the debates over 
intervention in Bosnia, Haiti and Somalia have any- 

tiling to do witii familiar patty alignments. 
This new duidity in die United States parallels 

shifts both within other countries and between 
countries, from the shattering of die LDP political 
monopoly in Japan to die decision of Israel and the 

PLO to negotiate a peace agreement direcdy; from 
the implosion of Italy's corrupt coalition system to 

the decision of India and Pakistan to begin discus¬ 

sions over Kashmir; from die move toward a demo¬ 

cratic constitution in South Africa to the decision by 

London and the Irish Republican Army to initiate 

bilateral talks. 

Different as these events are in detail, they have 

a unifying theme: They are “market” driven. They 

reflect business-like judgments that previous polit¬ 

ical approaches were too costly, too unproductive, 

too dangerous. The rejection or cutting down to 

size of entrenched political groups, from the for¬ 

mer Soviet nomenclature to the French farm 

lobby, from the Israeli settler organizations to 
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AFL-CIO, has not been driven by ideology, but by 
pragmatic assessments that these groups not only 

could not produce what their societies required, 
but more importantly, that their claims to monop¬ 
olistic political status were blocking access to more 
productive options. 

Moreover, precisely because such domestic and 

international determinations have been non-ideo- 

logical, the losing groups are not likely to be 

destroyed by die victors, as might have been the 

case in die Cold War or in earlier periods of polar¬ 

ized competition. While some groups and individu¬ 

als may never successfully make the transition to the 

new and more open competitive environment, 

those that modernize their approaches and drop 
monopolistic pretensions may be expected to com¬ 

pete again, as, for example, is already happening 

witii some of die former ruling parties of Eastern 

Europe. These new and more “businesslike” political 

markets have fundamental consequences 

for the handling of issues within and 
between states. They are rapidly constituting 

themselves as the new world order. 

Altiiough it is unlikely that anyone will ever 

adopt “political markets” as a slogan, the concept is 

no less orderly than that of economic markets. And 
diey are just as global. As with economic markets, 

which are themselves undergoing a revolutionary 
expansion and transformation, the penetration of 

the political markets varies somewhat from country 

to country and issue to issue. Imperfections and dis¬ 

continuities abound. Nevertheless, the rules, 

rewards and penalties of die political markets 
already affect outiooks and decision-making in the 

most important countries and on the most impor¬ 
tant international issues.The five major changes 
caused by these new political markets include: 
broadening die range of political options; increasing 

pressure for political productivity; fostering cooper¬ 

ative competition between major powers; rank¬ 
ordering political investments; and heightening 

competition over values. 

In the first change, broadening the range of 

political options, one finds that more duid and 

competitive political markets gready increase the 

demand for new ideas and, at the same time, 

increase the possibility that new political ideas can 

be organized into new political coalitions. 

The Desert Storm coalition, for example, 

brought togedier states and interests that could not 
have been assembled in the previous decade, sur¬ 
prising experts who doubted that such a novel 
arrangement could succeed. This has now been fol¬ 
lowed by historic breakthroughs in the Arab-Israeli 
peace process where, a mere two years later, key 

actors have changed sides. 

This is the point. “Sides” are an anachronism in 

a competitive political market. The word itself con¬ 
jures up memories of dreary speeches given at end¬ 

less Cold War meetings, where the purpose was 

more to posture than to negotiate. Without such 
permanent divisions, and without artificial ideologi¬ 

cal hang-ups, die road is open to 

far more creative political options. 
The same applies to domestic 

political markets in many coun¬ 

tries. Political monopolies have 
been challenged, from the 

Congress in India to the five- 

party coalition in Italy, from the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union to the LDP in Japan. The 

challenges themselves are all dif¬ 

ferent, reflecting the specificity 

of their societies. But they have 

all unleashed a flood of new polit¬ 
ical options, some positive and 
encouraging, some negative and 

frightening. 

On the positive side, politically 

sensitive openings toward eco¬ 
nomic liberalization have been 

pressed forward in countries as 

diverse as Peru, India, Mexico and 
China. Democracy has been 

asserted in Korea and Thailand. 
New electoral systems may 
emerge in Italy and Japan. 

At the same time, the purveyors of ethnic and 
religious hatred and division have not been slow 

to exploit tensions for their own benefit, from 

Ayodhya to Rostok, from Algiers to Sarajevo. For 

many observers, both in countries where political 

markets have been opened and in those which 

remain relatively closed, these developments have 

raised questions about the dangers of political 

openings. Such questions may retard the pace of 

further political markets themselves. They are 

unlikely, however, to result in the reestablishment 

of the old political monopolies. 

Today, both domes¬ 

tic and international 

political competition 

is increasingly fluid 

and ad hoc ... becom¬ 

ing more like free- 

market economic 

competition, and less 

like the monopolistic 

political structures of 

the Cold War era. 
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Where those have collapsed, the 
scope of competition is such that the 
only way to deal effectively with die 

negative appeals is to counter them in 

tire political market. The moribund 

socialism of dre Algerian FLN or the 

old Indian Congress, for example, 
could not hope to compete effectively 

widi ethnic and religious appeals, but 

more productive and forward-looking 

economic and social programs have a 

good chance of prevailing over sectar¬ 

ianism in air open political market. In the second change — increas¬ 
ing pressure for political produc¬ 

tivity — it is not just that more 

options are available. In today’s mar¬ 

ket there is also more competitive 

pressure to exploit those options to 

enhance tire effectiveness and output 
of political systems. 

This is a major difference from tire 
“if it ain’t broke don’t fix it” environ¬ 

ment of past decades. Then, leader's 
perceived that the risks for attempt¬ 

ing to deal with major structural prob¬ 

lems were larger than the risks of 

allowing them to fester. The result, 

typically, was the accumulation of 

political “deficits,” consisting of signif¬ 

icant international or domestic prob¬ 
lems which, although recognized as 

potentially threatening, were com¬ 
monly agreed to be beyond tire capa¬ 

bilities of the political system to 

resolve. 
Internationally, this included not 

only the central Cold War disputes 

but also numerous “regional” prob¬ 

lems, from Kashmir to Northern 

Ireland, all of which consumed enor¬ 

mous short-term energy. Domes¬ 

tically, action was postponed on many 

issues perceived as “too difficult,” for 

example the growing gap between 

productivity and workers’ remunera¬ 

tion in Eui'ope, or tire tangle of racial, 

educational and welfare problems in 

the United States. Over time, these 

accumulated political deficits put no 

less a burden on their respective soci¬ 
eties than fiscal deficits. 

Today’s competitive market 

changes the incentive structure for 
political leadership. While it remains 

extremely difficult to attack structural 

i ssues, tiie risks of making the attempt 

are now less than the risks of leaving 

them alone. Both domestically and 

internationally, tire political market 

rewards a more entrepreneurial style 
of leadership, focused on particular 

objectives rather than on tire mainte¬ 

nance of a permanent group of inter¬ 

ests. In this situation, risks and 

rewards can be better calculated and 
tailored, with leaders assembling the 

precise assets needed for a specific 

objective, rather in tire style of invest¬ 

ment bankers. 

At the same time, increasing com¬ 
petition itself makes it more difficult 

for leaders to stand still, forcing them 

to look more actively both for prof¬ 

itable opportunities to move ahead 

and for areas where political losses 

may be cut, much as economic corpo¬ 
rations have been forced to shed lay¬ 

ers of fat to compete successfully in 

recent years. In more open markets, 
new political competition can come at 

any time from any direction, from 
Ross Perot to Morihiro Hosokawa, 
from Hamas to the Northern League. 
Political leaders cannot be as compla¬ 

cent as in the past about carrying non¬ 
productive assets. 

It is thus not surprising to find 
efforts to shorten the list of sterile 

international clashes. In a pattern 

similar to die Israeli-PLO opening, 

we now have, for example, the deci¬ 

sion by London and the IRA to initi¬ 

ate direct talks in a still unconsum¬ 

mated effort to break out of a non¬ 

productive cycle of violence that has 

drained not only human and material 

resources but also scarce political cap¬ 

ital. One assumes, similarly, that both 

Moscow and Tokyo would be pre¬ 

pared to move quickly to resolve die 
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Northern Territories issue and there¬ 
by remove a barrier to expanded rela¬ 

tions, although that, too, has so far 
been blocked by the internal politics 
of the Russian transition. 

Cost-cutting is only the first, and 

easiest step, however. As with eco¬ 

nomic corporations, political leaders 
also have to focus on building political 

output if they are to prosper in a more 

competitive environment. This 

requires attention to the difficult 

questions of domestic political and 

economic structures. How, for exam¬ 

ple, to overcome die political as well 

as economic barriers to the expansion 

of employment in Europe? How, for 
example, to resolve die political barri¬ 

ers to a more complete and cost- 

effective health system in die United 

States? Items such as these have not 

appeared on national agendas by acci¬ 

dent. The occasional overlap between 

die problems facing political and eco¬ 

nomic executives is not the result of 

some dark conspiracy; it is simply a 
matter of being able to deliver the 

goods to constituents in more 
demanding market situations. The tli ire I change is fostering 

competitive cooperation among 
major powers. 

A funny thing happened after the 
Cold War. Rather dian multiplying or 
dividing, die number of “poles” in die 
world simply ceased to be either easi¬ 

ly calculable or particularly interest¬ 
ing. The political markets have 
moved quickly to structure a different 
dynamic, in which an increasing num¬ 
ber of significant powers of varying 

sizes and capabilities compete and 

cooperate on a range of issues in a 

bewildering variety of formats. 

Although the patterns and specific 

content of this cooperation and com¬ 

petition are constantly changing, die 

overall system could be stable for 

some time. In the first place, almost 

all political issues of significance, from 

controlling the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction to 
strengthening die global trading sys¬ 
tem, can only be advanced by greater 
cooperation among major powers. 

Second, while all major powers 

have specific competing interests, few 
if any of tiiese can be reduced to old- 
fashioned territorial ambitions or 

other issues of the kind that might be 

resolved through conflict. There is no 

race for colonial possessions, client 
states or multinational empires. 

Third, all major powers are con¬ 

scious, as noted, of the need to 
improve their political productivity, 

which requires both internal efforts 

and attention to keeping open 
avenues for cooperation with others. 

They do not need to take on addition¬ 

al non-productive international bur¬ 
dens or conflicts. It is possible that the 

market could be destabilized in the 

future by the emergence of a new set 

of superpowers. The combined 
effects of today’s economic and politi¬ 
cal markets, however, make this high¬ 
ly implausible, both because of the 
accelerating diffusion of economic 

strengtii and the growing flexibility of 

political alignments. The fourth change is rank¬ 
ordering political invest¬ 

ments. Domestic and inter¬ 

national political markets rank issues 
for the investment of political capital 
according to the likely return. This 

is radically different from the Cold 
War or any other period of stable 

coalitions, when political invest¬ 
ments were directed largely by a 

perceived need to counter the oppo¬ 
sition, regardless of the productivity 

of the specific investment. 
Factors weighed by the political 

markets include the gravity of the 

problem that needs to be resolved, 
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the prospects of 
doing so, the costs 
of the attempt 

and the positive 

rewards that may 
be reaped. 

Situations that are 

perceived to have 

high net rewards 
will draw major 

political invest¬ 

ment. Desert 

Storm and the 

Arab-Israeli peace 
process have been 

mentioned, both 

cases where the 

threat to be 

resolved, and the 
potential rewards 

to success, were 

evident. Another 

example is 
Cambodia, where 

the states of 

Southeast Asia 

and the U.N. 

Security Council 
clearly saw bene¬ 

fits and opportu¬ 

nities in negotiating and implement¬ 

ing a peace accord. Ending the con¬ 
flict was important not only to 
Cambodia, but the entire region, 

anxious to get on with peaceful 

development after decades of war¬ 
fare. This interest was, moreover, 
shared by the members of the 
Security Council who no longer see 

Southeast Asia as a productive area 

of military competition. Moreover, 

the political and military task of 

imposing order was seen to be man¬ 

ageable, despite the reluctance of 

the Khmer Rouge to cooperate. 

Another positive example is the 

issue of nuclear proliferation in 

North Korea. Here, the threat to 

regional security and global non¬ 

proliferation is judged to be suffi¬ 

ciently serious to justify sustained 

attention by the 
United States, the 
neighboring pow¬ 

ers, and the 

International 
Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA). 

While there are 

differences on 
tactics between 

the players, there 

is no difference 

on the basic 

objective of 
ensuring a non¬ 

nuclear Korean 

peninsula. The 

investment of 

political energies 

and creativity has 

also been spurred 

by the potential 

rewards from suc¬ 

cess, which would 
not only remove a 

nuclear threat but 
could realistically 

lead to a basic 
improvement in 

the security situa¬ 

tion in Northeast Asia. The opaque¬ 

ness of the Pyongyang government 
and its continuing military strength 
have complicated and prolonged this 
endeavor, but will not ultimately 

derail it. Conversely, in situations 

where the threat is less 

clearly perceived, where the 

resolution of the issue is more diffi¬ 

cult, or where the rewards of even a 

successful operation seem more 

nebulous, it will be difficult to gen¬ 

erate significant political investment 

in a competitive market. Bosnia is 

the most immediate case in point. 

Here, as soon as the former Yugoslav 

Federation began to disintegrate, 

there was a recognition that ethnic 

violence was likely. However, unlike 

Political markets 

favor the strong, 

the prepared, the 

innovative, arid the 

well-connected over 

the weak, the 

unprepared, the 

unimaginative 

and the isolated. 

This is both their 

strength and the 

principal focus of 

criticism. 
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the Cambodian or North Korean 
examples, there was no consensus 
that such violence would pose a 
threat to the stability or interests of 

the broader region. 
There was a generalized sense 

that barbarity within the borders of a 
supposedly civilized and now peace¬ 

ful Europe was an embarrassment to 

national governments and collective 
institutions, including the Confer¬ 

ence on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), the European 

Community (EC), the North Adantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO) and die 

Western European Union (WEU). 

However, the embarrassment as such 

was insufficient to overcome differing 

political positions regarding the 

Yugoslav successor states or to stimu¬ 

late more dian palliative action. 
Moreover, diere was no consen¬ 

sus on the threat at the level of the 

U.N. Security Council. While diere 

was, again, a generalized sense that 
ethnic conflict was a bad precedent 
for the globe, this too was insuffi¬ 

ciently specific to overcome diver¬ 

gent political positions, including 

the implications of the issue for 
internal politics in Russia. Further, if 

the perception of the threat was, at 

best, diffuse, the perception of the 
size and role of the military force 

required to impose order was far 
more graphic. It was generally per¬ 

ceived that “peacemaking” would 
have to precede “peacekeeping” and 
that die political pain to die peace¬ 
makers would be out of all propor¬ 
tion to the potential political bene¬ 

fits to be achieved. 

The agony of Bosnia in the pre¬ 

sent political market is thus very dif¬ 

ferent from what it might have been 

if the Yugoslav Federation had dis¬ 

solved two decades earlier. Then, 

with political “investments” made on 

the basis of bipolar rather than mar¬ 

ket considerations, it was widely 

assumed that the former Soviet 

Union would have intervened, that 
NATO would have made counter¬ 

moves, and that a European war 
might have resulted. This would not, 

of course, necessarily have been bet¬ 
ter for the Bosnians. Or for Europe. 

Indeed, it was assumed that one of 

the few factors diat kept the former 
Federation from exploding was the 

fear of such intervention. 

As in any market, states and indi¬ 

viduals will have independent evalua¬ 
tions of where particular issues should 

fit in a political rank-ordering. Such 

assessments are likely to diverge on 

given issues. Where they do, states 

and individuals are likely to move 

independently, based on their own 

assessments if they are able to do so. 

On the other hand, where collective 

action is required to accomplish a par¬ 
ticular purpose, individual assess¬ 

ments will be less important than the 

amalgamation of assessments by the 

relevant parties. The bundling of 

preferences is a classic function of a 
“market,” whether political or eco¬ 

nomic. The result is unlikely to match 

the specific preference of any individ¬ 

ual actor. It is, however, more likely to 
be an “accurate” reflection of overall 

desires than any centrally-directed 

effort to impose a given “market bas¬ 
ket.” The fifth change involves 

heightening competition in 
values. 

It may seem strange that the end 
of bipolar, ideological warfare 

should result in intensifying the 
competition in values. In reality, 

however, the freeing of political 

markets increases the scope and 

depth of real discussion of values, as 

opposed to the earlier set-piece bat¬ 

tles over formalistic ideologies. 

Like any other factor in political 

markets, values come under greater 

scrutiny in open cooperation than 

they did under the old monopolies. 
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What happens in an open market is 
not a “clash of civilizations.” The 

analogy, rather, is to an intercon¬ 
nected shopping mall of ideas — a 
noisy, colorful, crowded process of 

comparing, trying on, borrowing, 

pricing, criticizing, mixing and 

matching “values” from all over. 

In an open shopping mall, the 

most sought-after ideas and process¬ 

es will be those that themselves pro¬ 

mote greater political effectiveness; 

that open channels of political par¬ 
ticipation; that reduce racial, reli¬ 

gious, linguistic, gender, and social 

divisions within a society; that 

increase access to ideas and informa¬ 
tion; that build barriers against die 

entrenchment of special interests; 

diat increase die security of citizens 

and decrease the incidence of vio¬ 

lence; diat extend die rule of law and 
guard against arbitrary governmental 

actions. 

No country has a patent on such 

political ideas and processes. The 
global pace of change in political 

hardware and software is too fast and 

the range of issues diat must be dealt 

widi is too large. Rather, world-class 

ideas and innovations are coming 

from all levels and directions. 
As with international trade, there 

are two fundamentally divergent 
approaches to the competitive market 
in values. One is protectionist, aimed 
at defending a particular sector of the 
market. The otiier is global, aimed at 

maintaining a dynamic presence in all 

markets. The former categoiy gets a 

great deal of attention, but is ulti¬ 

mately less interesting. Its focus is 

inward, to the members of a particu¬ 

lar race, religion or linguistic group, 

whether to a tiny sect as in Waco, 

Tex., or a majority of a country, as 

with the Hindu extremists in India. 

Their objective is to define and profit 

from a distinct market niche, which 

by virtue of its sharp definition cannot 

compete in the total market. 

The second approach, by contrast, 
has no racial, religious or linguistic 
boundaries. It focuses on global mar¬ 

kets and offers values which are 

broadly applicable and adaptable. As 
with any global enterprise, from com¬ 

puters to hamburgers, its success 

depends on close attention to every- 
diing happening in the marketplace. 

The most successful exporters of val¬ 

ues are those most open to the discus¬ 

sion of ideas and most in tune with 

current requirements. To cite the 

negative example, the Soviet Union, 

although priding itself on its ideology, 

produced in 70 years no political ideas 
or processes worth emulating. It con¬ 

sequently made very few sales even in 

the context of a monopolistic Cold 

War system. In today’s more open 

competitive market for political ideas 

and processes, the Soviet Union, if it 
still existed, would not even draw a 

yawn. 

Most major countries of the world, 
and most major political forces within 

them, attempt to straddle these two 

approaches. Most desire a certain 

degree of protection for “their” val¬ 
ues. But at the same time, most are 

not prepared to confine tiiemselves to 

narrow market niches. Over time, as 
the global political market continues 
to expand, tire pressures for increas¬ 
ing tire openness of competition in 
values and decreasing the areas of 
protection will continue to grow. The same instincts and talents 

required for success in com¬ 

petitive economic markets are 

also needed in today’s more open 

political markets: sensitivity to chang¬ 

ing demands, openness to new 

options, patience and agility in creat¬ 

ing novel alliances of people, ideas 

and resources to tackle problems and 

exploit opportunities. 

In a sense this is merely a return 

engagement for political markets after 

a long hiatus. Such qualities have 
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always been part of the classic political 
repertoire. At the same time, however, 

political environments have changed 
so markedly during that hiatus that die 
demand for these classic talents has 
increased to the point that it represents 

a qualitative change in political prac¬ 

tice as compared to previous periods. 
In the first place, the market is 

more truly global than in any previous 

period, widi a far greater range of 

active players and far fewer inactive 

areas. This alone multiplies the politi¬ 

cal options available to all players. The 

effect, moreover, is compounded by 

the growing interpenetration of 

domestic and international politics, 
further multiplying the number of 

potential political combinations and 

the number of issues with which they 

must deal. 

Most states today, regardless of 
their size or capabilities, have a wide 

margin for improving their competi¬ 

tive performance in these qualitative¬ 

ly new political markets. Most, like 

former industrial giants in protected 
markets, are still relatively inward¬ 

looking, relatively fixed on familiar 

patterns of operation, relatively con¬ 

centrated on traditional markets and 
relatively deaf to new opportunities. 

Those diat make the best transi¬ 

tion to today’s more competitive mar¬ 

kets are those that maximize the 
range and quality of their contacts 
with all other relevant countries, that 

actively seek new political ideas to 
improve their own performance and 
that of alliances they participate in, 
that bring important substantive con¬ 
tributions to potential coalitions, and 

diat are constantly analyzing the 

opportunities and priorities for pro¬ 

ductive political investment. 

Most of these new market chal¬ 

lenges fall to national leaderships, and 

such leadership will increasingly be 

judged in terms of how well diey do in 

meeting them. At die same time, the 

opening of more competitive political 

markets also creates an important 
new context for institutions. As with 
economic markets supported by 
national and international banking, 
environmental, food labeling and 
other regulations, political markets 

also depend on the continued devel¬ 

opment of die appropriate institu¬ 

tional frameworks to support diem. 

Political markets, like economic 

markets, favor the strong, the pre¬ 

pared, the innovative, and the well- 

connected over the weak, die unpre¬ 

pared, the unimaginative and die iso¬ 

lated. This is bodi their strength and 

die principal focus of criticism. There 

is no question that today’s political 

markets are already more productive, 
more balanced and less dangerous 
than die monopolistic political struc¬ 

tures of die post-war period. On the 
odier hand, as widi economic markets, 

there is vocal dissatisfaction widi die 

treatment given by the political market 

to particular domestic and internation¬ 

al situations, from the employment 

prospects of young black males in the 
United States to die life expectancy of 

women and children in Sarajevo. 

Such concerns guarantee a contin¬ 
uing debate over the institutional 

structure of political markets. At die 

international level this includes, for 

example, discussions already under 

way on the future structure of the 
U.N. Security Council, efforts to 
strengthen regional organizations and 

peacekeeping arrangements and pro¬ 

posals to extend and deepen the glob¬ 
al impact of arms control measures. 

The political markets diemselves 
cannot provide all die answers, but 

just as the opening of formerly statist 

economies from Warsaw to Beijing 

has required detailed consideration 

of institutions necessary to support 

new markets, the simple recognition 

that we are also dealing with new 

markets in the political sphere is an 

essential first step to understanding 

future institutional requirements. ■ 
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FROM NORTH INDIA 

To UPSTATE NEW YORK 

HOOKED ON 

THE BOARDING SCHOOL LIFE 

BY JOHN ALTER My life has been defined 
by boarding schools, a 
claim I make with 

increasing dekght. De¬ 

fined by three boarding 
schools, to be exact: 
Woodstock School, in 

the first range of the Himalayas of North India, 

Yale University, and, most recently, North 
Country School, nestled into the rugged 
Adirondacks of northern New York, where I now 
work. Defined by boarding schools and by the 
larger reality that families are no longer rooted in 

a single place, a town, a village, a community. 
Let me begin with Woodstock. It is a wold mon¬ 

soon night: Rain thunders on tin roofs, lightning 
crashes across steep mountain ranges; in a long dor¬ 

mitory 20 seventh-grade boys lie awake, counting 

tire seconds between lightning flashes and rolls of 

thunder; we are homesick and excited on the first 

night of the new school year. During the days and 

weeks ahead we will study English and social stud¬ 

ies and Hindi together, play basketball, spin tops, 

climb mountains, hunt for ferns and romance, and 

at least a tentative answer to the urgent question: 

What am I doing here? 

John Alter is School Head at North Country 

School in Lake Placid, New York. 

Because our parents worked in places without 
adequate schooling for us — because our par¬ 

ents, whether missionaries or Foreign Service 
employees or business executives, global 

nomads or engineers, could not in good con¬ 

science afford not to offer us the best possible 
education under the circumstances — because, 
in a few rare cases, our parents believed that 

such an education is, in fact, always the best 

possible. These were the major reasons why 
most of us attended Woodstock in the late 
1950s. 

Only recently did my mother confide anoth¬ 
er reason altogether. Woodstock dominated 
Landour, the eccentric small town perched 
precariously on the steep slopes of the first 
range of the Himalayas. Landour, once a 

British town, had been transformed into an 

American town, complete with bridge parties, 

roller skating, the 4th of July, cheerleaders, 
PTA meetings, deer hunting, chestnut fights — 

Kim meets Huckleberry Finn. For four months 

or more each year, our mothers made their way 

up the mountain from their mission-stations to 

take up residence in this ideal village. 

Adding immensely to the charm of this vil¬ 

lage, although seldom consciously admitted, 

were the many Indians, most from Himalayan 

villages, who, as cooks and gardeners, ayahs 
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and watchmen, became part of an extended 
family within which it was a pleasure to be a 

child. I graduated from Woodstock in 1965. I gradu¬ 
ated as a global nomad, a “third culture kid,” 
having spent most of my first 18 years living in 

a boarding school in India. I regularly confused in 

my own mind Tagore and Walt Whitman, the 

Ganges and the Mississippi, cricket and baseball. 
When I arrived on the campus of Yale University 

in the fall of 1965,1 discovered that my life in that 

boarding school, in that unique “third culture” — 
a hybrid of America and India, as my parents nos¬ 

talgically imagined it to be, as we foreigners expe¬ 
rienced India — was, in fact, a more than ade¬ 
quate preparation for college. In what ways? 

First, I was accustomed to the independence 
from parents and home which college makes so 
attractive. I knew how to fend for myself in the 

greenhouse of a campus. 
Second, my own experience of rooted rootless¬ 

ness — I had grown up profoundly aware of how 

relative values, cultures, metaphors and mytholo¬ 

gies are — prepared me to deal with the upheaval 
of the 1960s. I was comfortable with alienation 

and relativity. I found no difficulty in imagining 

and surviving change. 
Third, my experiences as a third-culture 

nomad — I knew something of India, something 
of America, a great deal about the territory in 
between — allowed me to respond to the whole 

range of academic, intellectual and emotional 

experiences offered by Yale. I knew my way 
around this Ivy League village. 

My career since graduating with a B.A. in 
English literature in 1969 has shown the enduring 

influence of boarding school. Confronted with the 
Vietnam War and feeling from my own experi¬ 
ence that I had no interest in fighting in an Asian 
war, I became a conscientious objector, persuad¬ 
ing the draft board to allow me to spend my two 

years of alternate service teaching English litera¬ 

ture at a small Presbyterian college in India, 

Baring Union Christian College. It was real alter¬ 

nate service. I taught 17th-century poetry, the 

19th-century novel and modem literature to the 

sons and daughters of farmers, most of whom 

were more literate about tractors than topology. 

That responsibility fulfilled, I returned to the 

United States via Sweden, where I spent a year 

living in a large expatriate community of Poles, 
Spaniards, Cubans, Russians and Americans. 

Once back in America, I found myself drawn to 
life in a small East Coast city — Portland, Maine. 
I became a social worker of sorts, concentrating 
much of my energy in the effort to provide sup¬ 

port and encouragement to inner-city, low- 

income families. It was extremely challenging, 
eye-opening work. As an expatri¬ 

ate I had known little of the real¬ 
ity of America. Now, I knew a 
great deal. I was, at last, cultural¬ 

ly bilingual. 
Woodstock invited me back in 

the mid-1980s to serve as guid¬ 

ance counselor, English teacher 
and basketball coach. Woodstock 
had changed, dramatically. No 
longer were the majority of the 

students the children of 
American missionaries. Rather 

they represented the internation¬ 
al middle class: Indians, Koreans, 

Japanese, Africans, Canadians, 
Dutch, Swedes, Germans, the 

sons and daughters of diplomats 
and Foreign Service personnel 
from a wide variety of countries: a 

true melting-pot. 
And now I’m the head of 

North Country School. Why? Because now I have 
the opportunity, with my own young family, to 

participate in the shaping of a boarding school 
environment. To bring together — to weave 
together, using a metaphor actual and literary 
enough — the best of my many experiences. To 
recreate, out of nostalgia and optimism, my own 
notion that it truly does take a village to raise a 
child. 

As I write, I am sitting at the dining room 
table in Bramwell Plouse, one of the houses on 
campus. Upstairs my three children and eight 
others ranging in age from 2 to 15 — five boys, 

six girls — are sound asleep, dreaming in 

Spanish, Japanese, Dutch and English of many 

things: home (Tokyo, Jamaica, Los Angeles, 

New York, Philadelphia), HyperCard stacks, 

bam chores, blizzards, compost, llamas, love. 

And I am suddenly awake in the long dorm at 

Woodstock and in my unfamiliar bed during 

my first night at Yale. Full circle. ■ 

Now I have 

the opportunity to 

recreate, out of 

nostalgia and 

optimism, my own 

notion that it 

truly does take 

a village to raise 

a child. 
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MAO AND MACARTHUR 

RETHINKING THE 

KOREAN WAR 

BY WILLIAM N. STOKES Recent disclosures of secret 
correspondence between 

Mao Tse-tung and Joseph 
Stalin shed new light on 

China’s role in the Korean 
War and American efforts to 

deflect Mao from commit¬ 

ment to Russian strategic aims. We now know sev¬ 

eral tilings more. 
The first is that tire original invasion in 1950 was 

plotted in Moscow by Stalin, Mao and Kim Il-sung. 
It was spearheaded by veteran units of tire Chinese 

Communist Fourth Field Army, which were of 
Korean ethnic origin from China’s Liaotung 
Province. These troops were secretly stationed in 
forward positions near the 38th Parallel weeks 

before tire war began; they comprised more than a 
third of tiie initial attack and accounted for its over¬ 
whelming success. 

The second is that Mao didn’t stop with the 

deniable subterfuge of Korean ethnic origin. On 

July 7, 11 days after the initial attack in Korea, he 

William Stokes has 30 years’ experience working in 

Asia as a Foreign Service officer and as the region¬ 

al director of an industrial management firm, A.T. 

Kearney, Inc. This is an excerpt from War and 
Peace with China, a book written by Stokes and two 

former assistant secretaries of state for East Asia, 

Marshall Green and John Holdridge. The book will 

be published this fall by Diplomatic and Consular 

Officers, Retired (DACOR). 

constituted the Northeast Border Defence Army of 

crack Chinese units to prepare “for an intervention 

in the Korean War if necessary.” By early August, 

more than 350,000 troops had taken positions on 
the northern border of Korea. On Aug. 5, while 
American forces were beleaguered on tire southern 

tip of Korea, Mao ordered his border forces to 
complete preparations for war operations inside 

Korea. His correspondence shows he was aiming 
from the outset at total expulsion of American 

forces from Korea. The branch of Western scholar¬ 

ship which depicts Mao as reacting to various 
“provocations” from the West has thus been refut¬ 
ed. 

Indeed, Mao’s fateful strategic choice dates 
back to the summer of 1948, even before his first 
major victory in tire Chinese civil war, the occupa¬ 
tion of Shenyang (formerly Mukden, Manchuria). 
At that time tire personal representative of Stalin to 
Mao, I.V. Kovalev, alleged to Mao that the 
American consulate in Shenyang was gathering tac¬ 

tical military information about the Communist 

forces and relaying it to the Nationalist command. 

He recommended that tire Communist side, once 
Shenyang was captured, blockade the consulate, 

seize its radio station, and detain its staff. 

I was then deputy to the American Consul 

General Angus Ward and know that tire single U.S. 
military attache at the consulate, a major, had left 

Shenyang in raid-1947 for lack of useful employ. 

Not fluent in Chinese, he could only report what 

Nationalist briefers chose to tell lrinr. Moreover, 
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the United States had for years abandoned any 

interest in guiding Nationalist forces, which had 
ignored U.S. advice not to advance to die northeast 
in the first place. 

So Stalin’s advice to Mao dirough Kovalev was 
clearly disinformation, aimed at securing a strategic 

alliance with China. Mao followed this advice, not 
so much because he was deluded about actions of 

the American consulate but, as he intimated to the 

Communist Party, because he was intent on obtain¬ 
ing two fruits from Russia. The first was economic 

assistance for development in the Communist pat¬ 
tern; Mao knew little about economics, and was 

mesmerized by the mirage of socialized heavy indus¬ 

try. The second was military cooperation, to fulfill 

the aim of Mao’s slogan, “The East is Red.” 
It is not as though the new China had been 

ignored by the United States. When Mao ordered 

the house arrest of the American consulate staff hi 

Mukden, he thereby rebuffed a U.S. overture for 

peaceful cooperation, which the consulate had 
opened on instructions from Secretary George 

Marshall. (Mao rebuked the northeast leadership 
for initially welcoming the American overture as the 

best means to achieve economic reconstruction.) 
Even after this insult, the United States perse¬ 

vered in trying to draw China to middle ground. 
On Jan. 5, 1950, six months before tire communist 

invasion of Korea, President Truman declared: 

“The U.S. will not provide military aid or advice to 
Chinese forces on Formosa ... nor does it have any 

intention of utilizing its anned forces to interfere in 
the ... civil conflict in China.” 

Even though this overture was addressed to 

Mao’s primary goal — completing control of 
Chinese territory — it did not deflect Mao from 
concluding one month later with Stalin a series of 
agreements, including a treaty of mutual defense 
w ith secret codicils. No American dreamt that the 

fate of Korea was being decided, but tire Foreign 
Service in China soon obtained specific evidence of 

Mao’s intentions. 
In April 1950, six weeks after Mao’s return from 

Moscow, FSO Philip Manhard in Tianjin was given 
stunning information by a highly-placed party offi¬ 

cial, who warned that war would soon break out in 

Korea, with Chinese forces in a supportive role: 

“You must have noticed that our forces are already 

moving north through Tianjin (the main north- 

south rail hub).” Alas, the CIA and the State 

Department did not give credence to what was 

believed to be an improbable warning, which 
Manhard was later able to confirm after die fact 
from the interrogation of Chinese prisoners of war. 

Thus by forceful and massive actions, China was 
an important if hidden participant in the original 
invasion of Korea. The new evidence traces a linear 

and consecutive relationship in 1949 and early 
1950 from rejection of Secretary Marshall’s peace 

overture, arrest of its messengers 

in Shenyang, and China’s prewar 

commitment to armed aggression 
in Korea — all of which were per¬ 

sonal decisions of Mao, some 
despite tacit demurrers from his 
senior field officers. 

Was the American theater com¬ 
mander conscious of the danger? 

During a transit stop in Japan 

on our way home in January 1950, 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur invited 

the Shenyang staff — Consul 

General Ward and two of his aides 

-—• to a private luncheon. Without inquiring about 
our experiences with the new regime, he lectured 

us that die “chaos” in China required greater U.S. 
assistance for Chiang Kai-shek. He departed 
abruptly when the consul general disagreed. Grave 

events would soon turn on MacArthur’s deafness to 

Chinese realities. 
When combined communist forces crossed the 

38th Parallel on June 25, the inexperienced South 

Korean army was routed and unprepared U.S. 

forces from Japan had to be thrown in piecemeal. 
In committing U.S. land forces, President Truman 

also ordered the U.S. Navy to interdict the strait of 
Formosa to prevent hostile action in either direc¬ 
tion. Was this a provocation of Mao, causing China 
to become involved directly in Korea, as some his¬ 
torians have inferred? No, Mao had already 
involved China heavily, so it was much more a sta¬ 
bilizing reaction to unprovoked attack, taken in 

light of explicit concern that World War III might 

be impending. (The USSR was exploding its first 
nuclear device, and if Stalin had intervened with air 

power in Korea, as he had undertaken to do, a con¬ 

flict of the great powers would indeed have been 

probable.) 

Some observers have blamed Secretary Dean 

Acheson for encouraging aggression in a Jan. 25 
speech in Korea by identifying the U.S. defense 

perimeter as running through Japan and the 

China was an 

important if 

hidden participant 

in the original 

invasion of Korea. 
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Philippines. In fact, he specifically 
warned in this speech that any 
aggression beyond that perimeter 

would be subject to unrestricted U.S. 

response under the U.N. umbrella. 
In die fevered crisis following die 

Communist onslaught, Acheson in 

late June made another crucial move 
toward restraint by opposing accep¬ 

tance of Chiang Kai-shek’s offer of 
33,000 Nationalist troops to fight with 

the United States in Korea. This was 

die third American initiative for con¬ 
ciliation with China that Mao 

ignored. 

Events would soon justify 
Acheson’s caution about military coop¬ 

eration witii Taiwan. After die invaders 

had pushed die allies to the southern 

point of Korea, MacArtliur’s successful 
landing at Inchon led to complete 

reversal of the tri-partite aggression 
when die original boundary at the 38th 

parallel was regained. 
At this point MacArthur, like Mao 

before him, was blinded by success. 

Not satisfied with victory but intent 
on triumph, he ordered headlong 

advance to die Chinese border, after 

assuring President Truman at Wake 
Island that die Chinese would not 
intervene further. Foreign Service 
voices spoke out in prescient alarm: 
“Bohlen, Kennan, and a few Old 
China Hands warned diat Beijing or 
Moscow would not tolerate U.S. vio¬ 
lation of the 38th parallel,” recalled 
writer David Halberstam in his 1993 
book, The Fifties. 

The White House urgently sought 

independent field views about the 

likelihood of Chinese intervention, 

but found none. Ambassador John 

Muccio in Korea was isolated from 

the front and in no position to ques¬ 

tion die dieater commander’s official 

interpretation. Neither, evidendy, did 

the CIA meet its first major chal¬ 

lenge: A noted military historian, 
Trevor Dupuy, has stated that the 

CIA supported MacArthur’s thesis, 

even though “the presence of 
Chinese troops in North Korea was 
undeniable (judging from battlefront 
intelligence and captives) at the very 

moment of MacArthur’s assurance.” 

Prudent within his means, the presi¬ 

dent ordered MacArthur not to pro¬ 
ceed unless he was certain the 

Chinese would not intervene, but 
Truman could not challenge the hero 

of Inchon until he was more sure of 

his ground. 
Why was the decision left to the 

field commander? President 
Truman was never hesitant to make 

hard decisions. And certainly for 

U.S. forces to occupy new territory 
on the mainland, directiy upon the 

Chinese frontier, was not a mere tac¬ 

tical question within die purview of a 
field commander — even a procon¬ 
sul like MacArthur. Apparently 

political reality in a democracy did 

not enable Truman to oppose 
MacArthur in the face of general dis¬ 

belief that the Chinese were willing 

or able to intervene against U.S. 
forces. Except for those who had 

witnessed die denouement of the 

Chinese civil war, few outside the 
Foreign Service took the new China 
seriously, even as a defender of its 
immediate boundary areas. 

MacArthur’s open partisanship 

for Chiang Kai-shek evidendy mis¬ 
led him into a profound underesti¬ 
mation of the new China’s capabili¬ 
ties as well as its intentions, much as 
Mao was deluded by the mirage of 

Moscow. After the Chinese pres¬ 

ence in Korea became undeniable, 

MacArthur reported the troop 

strength at one-tenth the actual 

number and pursued his advance 

straight into the Chinese trap. Even 

after encountering the Chinese, 

MacArthur’s forces pushed ahead 

until overwhelmed. Apparently 

MacArthur paid no more attention 

to his own battlefront intelligence — 
or Foreign Service warnings — than 
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he had paid to the Shenyang staff a 
year before. 

The Chinese mass intervention 
was so successful because 
Mac Arthur overrated the ability of 

U.S. airpower to isolate the battle¬ 

field and underestimated Chinese 

military effectiveness. As a conse¬ 
quence, American casualties were 

severe: Only heroic discipline during 
retreat prevented destruction of the 

American forces as Mao had 

planned. 
In the midst of a rout in which 

the Chinese captured Seoul, Gen. 
Matthew Ridgway succeeded to 

field command and stabilized the 
front. Truman and Acheson then 

planned to offer China a negotiated 
settlement of differences, much as 

Marshall had done in Shenyang two 
years before. Just as this offer was to 

be conveyed, on March 24 
MacArthur destroyed its potential in 
an insulting — and totally unautho¬ 

rized — demand for Chinese capitu¬ 

lation, threatening bombardment of 
the mainland. Given his close associ¬ 
ation with Taiwan, it threatened to 

reopen the civil war in China. 

At this incredible insubordination, 
Truman removed MacArthur and 

replaced him in Tokyo with Ridgway. 

But the opportunity to offer peace 

had been ruined. There was no 
silencing MacArthur, who on his tri¬ 
umphal return to the United States, 
called for a naval blockade and air 
attacks on Chinese industrial centers. 

In an unprecedented two-person 
meeting between a supreme com¬ 
mander and a junior Foreign Service 
officer, Gen. Ridgway summoned 

me to his private office. He referred 

to my earlier reporting from 

Shenyang on railway operations and 

asked for comment about the pro¬ 

posed bombing of northeast China. 

My response: The same Chinese 

Communist armies engaged in 

Korea had defeated the Nationalist 

government’s U.S.-trained and - 
equipped field armies in Manchuria 
only two years before by successful¬ 
ly operating irregular lines of com¬ 
munication and supply while under 

unopposed air attack by American 
aircraft flown by American-trained 
pilots. They probably could revert 

effectively to their old ways. 
Moreover, carrying the war to China 

proper would unite all Chinese in a 

national fervor, justifying Mao’s 
decision to invade Korea. 

Ridgway’s investment of personal 

time and effort demonstrates his 

extraordinary care to collect and face 

facts before arriving at conclusions, 

regardless of preconceptions. This 
quality of mind, so lacking in Mao 

and MacArthur, was marked in the 
pragmatists on both sides, and is itself 

a goal of Foreign Service reporting. 
Ridgway then recommended to 

Washington against bombing, based 
upon a wide variety of information 

and advice. His conclusion that a 
cross-border air campaign would not 

be decisive was later validated in 
Vietnam, where enormous tactical air 

campaigns against the Ho Chi Minh 

trail were unable to halt guerrilla 
resupply. Also, we now know that the 

USSR had promised the Chinese air 

defense of Manchuria if attacked. By 

this wise restraint, the United States 
confined the war to Korea, and after 
an extended stalemate, a durable 
truce was negotiated. 

With two generations of perspec¬ 

tive, we can now evaluate what was 
gained by the Truman decision to 
resist aggression. The Soviet Union, 
while suffering no direct loss, saw its 

Asian protege, North Korea, weak¬ 

ened and isolated. More important, 

defeat of the joint enterprise with 

Mao, exacerbated by Soviet failure 

to provide promised air support, 

undermined support in China for 

entente with Russia. Although 

China’s options were limited at first 
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by Mao’s stubborn determination to 
prove himself right — which pro¬ 

longed reliance on Russian economic 

advice and assistance — the seeds 
had been planted for eventual 

breakup of international communist 
solidarity. 

Mao, as prime author of die deci¬ 
sion to cooperate militarily with the 

Russians, was the big loser. His 
avowed goal of destroying American 

forces and reuniting Korea “in die 

Red” totally miscarried, weakening 

fatally his reputation as “Great 
Helmsman.” The direct cost of the 

Korean War was compounded for 

China by die consequence of econom¬ 
ic isolation. 

The subsequent disasters of “The 
Great Leap Forward” and the 

Cultural Revolution marked succes¬ 
sive steps toward Mao’s eventual 

obloquy. Thus bodi the Chinese and 

American “emperors,” so much alike 

in being misled by initial great suc¬ 
cess and in misjudging dieir oppo¬ 

nents, declined in parallel. 
The United States achieved its 

objectives in Korea: regaining invad¬ 

ed territory and defeating the inva¬ 
sion force. In retrospect, the inter¬ 

vention laid the foundation for sub¬ 

sequent U.N. actions to roll back 
aggression and keep the peace. 

The Republic of Korea was 

enabled to come of age, soon to 

become a paragon of market-orient¬ 

ed development and a unique exam¬ 
ple of democratic political reform on 

China’s borders. 
Japan was preserved from having 

a victorious, militant neighbor on its 
southern frontier as well as on its 
north. The Japanese economic mira¬ 

cle received an important initial 
impetus when its industry was 

awarded lucrative contracts to resup¬ 

ply U.S. forces in Korea, accumulat¬ 

ing vital investment capital and 
knowledge in the American market. 

Though the Korean War ended 
with confusing compromise and 

great war weariness, the American 
decision to combat the invasion 

stands the test of time. The efforts of 
the State Department and the 

Foreign Service to keep China neu¬ 

tral failed to avert a war upon which 

Mao was determined, but did suc¬ 
ceed in limiting the war to Korea and 

created a foundation for the next 

U.S. initiative for peace. In 1972, 
Henry Kissinger’s mission achieved 

the objectives of the Marshall and 

Acheson restraint toward China. 
Such continuity and perspective in 

U.S. foreign policy stand rewarded: 
China and America today discuss, 
negotiate and resolve bilateral dif¬ 

ferences while their economic inter¬ 

ests converge to mutual benefit, thus 
consolidating the relationship. ■ 
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STATE AGREES TO AFSA PROPOSAL 
Ot AFSA's urging, the Department of 

State has revised its recent guidelines 
to permit Foreign Service posts to charge 
employees for the real cost of home-to-office 
transportation when that sum is less than 
$2.70 each way. 

The department had instructed posts last fall 
to impose a $2.70 one-way fee on all home- 
to-office transportation, whether performed by 
a deputy chief of mission in a sedan or a sec¬ 
retary in a multi-passenger van. The $2.70 
represents the average cost of a one-way com¬ 
mute in the Washington area. AFSA chapters 
worldwide protested this change, arguing that 
$2.70 exceeded the actual cost of providing 
shuttle transportation for each employee. 

The department has agreed to AFSA's pro¬ 
posal to charge employees the actual cost, 
reflecting fuel, maintenance, insurance, depre¬ 
ciation, and the driver's wages. The costs asso¬ 
ciated with all vehicles used for multi-passen¬ 
ger home-to-office transportation may be 
pooled to determine a single charge at each 
post. The new regulations apply to employees 
of all foreign affairs agencies, and ambas¬ 
sadors are urged to extend them to employees 
of other agencies as well. 

AFSA President F.A. "Tex" Harris thanks 
those post representatives whose analyses of 
actual expenses were instrumental in convinc¬ 
ing department management to change the 
regulations. 

• AFSA Dateline • 

• On July 1, AFSA launched an elec¬ 
tion campaign seeking the right to repre¬ 
sent more than 200 Foreign Service 
employees of the rapidly expanding 
Foreign Commercial Service. Ballots will 
be counted on August 15. Voting will be 
secret and under the control of the 
Federal Labor Relations Authority. 

• It appears that the new "short tour" 
program for unassigned FSOs will have 
little effect on employment prospects for 
retirees at State. State has assured AFSA 
that the Bureau of Personnel will contin¬ 
ue to build a data base to identify quali¬ 
fied retirees to work as members of the 
Foreign Affairs Reserve Corps. AFSA had 
offered to organize retirees to enter 
data. 

• AFSA has formed an Information 
Management (IM) Steering Group of IM 
Specialists to address issues of concern 
to their IM colleagues. The group has 
already met with State Deputy Assistant 

Secretary John Clark and sent a cable 
polling IM specialists on the Information 
Management Associate program, which 
is hiring spouses to work in communica¬ 
tions centers. 

• AFSA is working with State to incor¬ 
porate in the Foreign Affairs Manual 
(FAM) the foreign affairs agencies' 
recent policy statements barring discrimi¬ 
nation on the basis of sexual orientation. 
State refined its policy in this area at 
AFSA's request. 

• AFSA will testify on July 25 before 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
on the early curtailment of career ambas¬ 
sadors' postings to make way for nomi¬ 
nation of political appointees to these 
posts. AFSA supports the application of 
"the three-year rule" allowing both 
career and political appointees to serve 
for at least three years. 

Continued on page 3 
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 STATE DEPARTMENT  

V.P. VOICE 
• BY TODD STEWART • 

Creating a New System 

Director General Holmes has 
established a steering commit¬ 
tee on personnel reform to cre¬ 

ate a proposal for a new personnel 
system for generalist officers. I am a 
member of this steering committee, 
nominated by AFSA but serving as an 
individual. The committee is basing its 
work on other studies of the person¬ 
nel system during the past 1 0 years; 
the responses to Under Secretary 
Moose's cable in December and the 
AFSA poll in January; and, inevitably, 
the personal views of committee mem¬ 
bers. To supplement the committee's 
first report, which you should have 
already received for comment, I want 
to describe some of the assumptions 
on which members have based their 
work. 

Committee members envision a 
Foreign Service of the future with the 
same general functions performed at 
present and a lead role in the formu¬ 
lation and execution of foreign poli¬ 
cy. As I noted in last month's column, 
maintenance of this responsibility for 
the career Foreign Service would 
require a reversal of the current trend 
toward the exclusion of FSOs from 
the formulation and execution of U.S. 
foreign policy at the senior level. 

If FSOs will have senior policy 
roles in the future, then we must 
have a personnel system which will 
attract, recruit, develop and pro¬ 
mote quality officers whose career 
goal is foreign policy leadership. 
The system must also offer a fair 
opportunity for reaching this goal or 
the resulting frustrations will under¬ 
mine their performance or lead to 
their departure. Hopefully, the com¬ 
mittee's proposals will meet these 
criteria, but if future FSOs are 
excluded from senior policy posi¬ 
tions, the new personnel system will 

rest on a badly flawed base. 
Committee members also believe 

we must attract more career candi¬ 
dates who possess the broad skills 
and interests of policy-oriented offi¬ 
cers but who wish to spend the bulk 
of their careers in resource manage¬ 
ment positions. Can we recruit 
enough such officers to fill our mid¬ 
level requirements in consular and 
administrative positions? The commit¬ 
tee has provisionally concluded this is 
possible. However, members recog¬ 
nize that our current recruiting meth¬ 
ods are not adequate in view of the 
heavy percentage of unconed junior 
officers who prefer political or eco¬ 
nomic work. 

A final assumption is that bud¬ 
getary pressures will prompt impor¬ 
tant changes in the way we do busi¬ 
ness. First, the Foreign Service will 
offload all jobs that can be per¬ 
formed more inexpensively by others: 
American family members, Foreign 
Service nationals, expatriate 
Americans, and - via electronic com¬ 
munications - Americans based in the 
United States. Second, reduced staff 
levels will require Foreign Service 
personnel abroad to be less special¬ 
ized. Political and economic sections 
will merge; secretaries will assume 
functions now performed by officers 
and other specialists; and consular 
and administrative officers will take 
on reporting tasks unrelated to their 
primary responsibilities. 

There is no assurance these 
assumptions will prove correct- 
although I would wager a consider¬ 
able sum on the third. If they do 
come to pass, however, the Foreign 
Service should offer an extraordi¬ 
narily exciting and varied career to 
the kind of superior officer we hope 
to attract. 

Congressional 
• Update • 

BY RICK WEISS 
Congressional Liaison 

legislators, facing an election in 
November, are focusing on crime, 
health care and deficit reduction. 

The Senate has started floor 
debate on the Foreign Operations 
funding bill but will consider 1 15 
amendments before final passage. 
The House passed the State/USIA 
appropriations bill prior to the July 4 
recess, cutting $95 million from 
State's operating budget request and 
taking $10 million from radio con¬ 
struction to fund Radio Free Asia 
over AFSA's objections. In the 
Senate, the subcommittee supported 
the full amount 

The conference between the 
House and Senate on cost-of-living 
and locality pay for federal employ¬ 
ees is expected to reach a compro¬ 
mise of a combination COLA and 
locality pay at slightly more than 3 
percent for Washington area federal 
employees. In the Senate, a proposal 
to delay FY 95 COLAs for FS and 
GS retirees for an additional three 
months (until July 1995) was defeat¬ 
ed in the Department of Defense 
authorization bill. AFSA sent a strong¬ 
ly worded letter to all senators urging 
that defeat. 

The status of the Federal 
Employee Health Benefit Plan 
(FEHBP) remains in flux, but there is 
concern that a revamped FEHBP will 
provide fewer benefits and cost more 
for federal employees under the pro¬ 
posals reported by congressional 
committees. 

Sen. John Warner (R-Vir.) intro¬ 
duced legislation to "establish a presi¬ 
dential commission to examine the 
roles and missions of the U.S. intelli¬ 
gence community." As Sen. Robert 
Graham (D-Fla.) stated in the Senate 
debate: "This is the time to step back 
to take a long view and a fresh look 
at our intelligence priorities...New 
thinking is required and nothing is 
sacrosanct. Most importantly in an 
environment of reduced resources, 
we must match means to ends." AFSA 
agrees. 

2 AFSA NEWS • AUGUST 1994 



AFSA DATELINE 
Continued from page 1 

V.P. VOICE 
• BY GARBER DAVIDSON JR. • 

Greetings from Your New VP 

• AFSA's vice presidents and State 
Standing Committee have endorsed the 
outlines of a proposed new policy 
which would limit security violations to 
cases involving a probable compromise 
of classified information. Emphasis will 
shift from catching people in a security 
violation to promoting good security 
practices. The new policy is expected to 
reduce the annual number of violations 
from some 4,000 to fewer than 300. 

• State, in response to AFSA's ques¬ 
tioning, has determined that transfer- 
related Foreign Service allowances are 
not subject to federal income taxes. 

• An AFSA secretarial working group 
has been formed to guide the upcoming 
renegotiation of the secretarial career 
program at State. AFSA has offered to 
address these issues with State manage¬ 
ment on the basis of partnership. 

• Data is being gathered from 45 
nurse practitioners to support upcoming 
negotiations with State management to 
redefine career satisfaction and income 
issues. 

• Thanks to $3,000 in contributions 
including $2,000 from the Charles del 
Mar Foundation and $500 each from 
Louis Berger International and 
Development Alternatives, Inc. and 
many contributions from AFSA mem¬ 
bers, AFSA funded two summer intern¬ 
ships in the State Department and one 
at AID this summer. 

• AFSA continues to monitor AID per¬ 

sonnel reform. The proposed unified 

personnel system contains some compo¬ 

nents which could severely weaken the 

Foreign Service. 

SUPPORT AFSA 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Ohe Combined Federal 
Campaign is quickly 

approaching. Members are urged 
to support the AFSA Scholarship 
Fund by specifying th£ AFSA 
Scholarship Fund for a payroll 
deduction contribution. 

As your new AID AFSA vice pres¬ 
ident, taking over from John 
Patterson, I would like to intro¬ 

duce myself. Having served as a 
lawyer in both the Near East and 
Latin America Bureaus, and as 
deputy director in the Office of the 
Caribbean and in La Paz, I have 
worked with and known many of 
you. I look forward to working with 
all of you as we move ahead to tack¬ 
le the issues which affect us. 

On behalf of the Service, I would 
like to thank John "Pat" Patterson for 
his superb representation of all of us 
during the past year. Those of you 
who have worked with and know Pat 
can attest to the vision, energy and 
diligence which he has brought to 
AFSA. His undaunted efforts to pre¬ 
serve the integrity and rights of the 
service and to protect individual 
members will be long appreciated. 

We know we are going through 
an enormously difficult period in AID 
which threatens the very existence of 
some of our most basic and time-test¬ 
ed institutions, including the Foreign 
Service. Recent reorganization 
actions, "right-sizing," tenuring and 
selection-out practices, initiatives to 
diversify the workforce, LCE actions 
and failure to comply with agreed- 
upon grievance mechanisms are just 
a few of the numerous matters which 
are on our agenda. We are entering 
an even more critical period in terms 
of agency budgets, and decisions 

with respect to the people who deliv¬ 
er foreign assistance. 

It is ironic that many of the pre¬ 
cepts by which the Clinton administra¬ 
tion won the election are now being 
flagrantly violated or abandoned. In 
its zeal to reinvent, agency leader¬ 
ship has often lost sight of the protec¬ 
tion of individual rights and the impor¬ 
tance of morale-building measures for 
a group of officers who often serve in 
uniquely difficult and dangerous 
locales. While a cardinal measure in 
delivering aid is performance of host 
country governments on human rights, 
the agency now shamelessly ignores 
due process in treating its own offi¬ 
cers. Instead of creating an atmos¬ 
phere of partnership and collabora¬ 
tion in the spirit of the president's 
executive orders, the agency pursues 
confrontation and a narrow vision 
which it refuses to share with even 
senior career officers. 

I take on this responsibility to repre¬ 
sent all of you with a sense of humility 
and a determination to serve as an 
effective advocate. I will need your 
participation and support. This is a 
time in which all of us in the Foreign 
Service must increase our vigilance 
and participation in preserving and 
protecting those components of the 
Service which are not broken, but we 
also must have the courage and vision 
to change what is needed. I look for¬ 
ward to hearing from and working 
with many of you in the future. 

VIRGINIA RETIREES URGED TO CHECK ON TAX REFUNDS 

Ohe Virginia Department of Taxation has sent overpayment notices to resi¬ 
dents/former residents who paid Virginia tax on their federal annuities in 

1985-88. Retirees must respond to Virginia by Nov. 1 to preserve their rights to a 
refund, regardless of whether an amended tax return was filed earlier. If a notice 
has not been received, but the taxpayer believes a refund is due, the Richmond, 
Va., office should be contacted at 1-800-730-8730. For further information, 
please see the forthcoming AFSA Letter or call 1-800-704-AFSA. 
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IN STATE DEPARTMENT CEREMONY, AFS 
OFSA conferred awards in seven 

categories in a June 28 ceremo¬ 
ny at the State Department attended by 
several hundred friends and relatives, 
including USIA Director Joseph Duffey, 
State Under Secretary Richard Moose 
and AID management head Larry 
Byrne. Awards were given to Foreign 
Service officers for their "extraordinary 
accomplishment involving initiative, 
integrity, intellectual courage and con¬ 
structive dissent." 

AFSA President F.A. "Tex" Harris 
praised the skills and dedication of the 
Foreign Service, emphasizing that it is 
"important for us to recognize our mem¬ 
bers who demonstrate outstanding 
qualities." Director General Genta 
Hawkins Holmes, who cosponsored the 
ensuing award luncheon in the 
Benjamin Franklin room, spoke on the 
need for excellence in foreign affairs. 
Luncheon speaker Under Secretary 
Lynn Davis congratulated the winners 
and "those in the Foreign Service who 
work as a team to make individual 

awards possible." She continued, "We 
can hear views that are different from 
the current policies and those of us 
designing those policies are always 
ready to hear new ideas." 

Robert B. Richardson, deputy direc¬ 
tor, Contract and Commodity Division, 
Office of Procurement, AID, received 
the Christian A. Herter Award for 
senior officers. As the senior profession¬ 
al in commodity management, 
Richardson ensured accountability for 
U.S. resources. He dissented from the 
prevailing view favoring cash transfer 
programs with less regard for the spe¬ 
cific use of funds and advocated the 
merits of commodity import programs. 

The Herter Award of $2,500, which 
is given in memory of the late secretary 
of state, was presented by Christian A. 
Herter Jr. 

Richardson was born in Canada 
and graduated from Hamilton College 
in New York. After a Peace Corps tour 
in Senegal, he joined AID in 1966; he 
has served in Mali, Nigeria, Morocco, 

Zaire, Niger, Guatemala and Egypt. 
The runner-up for the Herter Award 

was AID officer David J. Garms, cited 
for his work in overcoming obstacles to 
provide food to refugees. He serves in 
the U.S. Mission to the U.N. Agencies 
for Food and Agriculture in Rome. 

The William R. Rivkin Award for mid¬ 
level officers was won by a group of 
1 3 Foreign Service officers: Mirta 
Alvarez, Jonathan S. Benton, Janet 
Bogue, Laura Clerici, Ellen Conway, 
Gordana Earp, Marshall Harris, Brady 
Kiesling, Andrew C. Mann, John 
Menzies (USIA), James F. Moriarty, 
Eric Rubin, and Scott Thompson. They 
displayed integrity and constructive dis¬ 
sent in developing and advocating 
alternative policy views on the issue of 
Bosnia. Their concerns, which they 
conveyed to the secretary of State in a 
1 993 letter, are still part of the continu¬ 
ing debate over U.S. policy toward 
Bosnia. 

The Rivkin Award of $2,500 is pre¬ 
sented in memory of William Rivkin, 

AFSA Award Winners 
Dozens of AFSA award winners were hon¬ 

ored at a State Department ceremony on 

June 28. At left, AID FSO Robert Richardson 

displays the Christian Herter Award with 

presenter Christian Herter Jr. At center, 

Junior officer Thomas Daughton poses with 

presenter Robert Fisk after receiving the W. 

Averell Harriman Award. At right, Rebecca 

McCullough, Avis Bohlen Award winner, 

(left) works with Indian women in an 

income generating project in New Delhi. At 

bottom, Rivkin Award winners (first row, L- 

R): Andrew Mann, U.N. International 

Tribunal; John Menzies (USIA), deputy 

coordinator, East European Assistance; 

Laura Clerici, National War College; Brady 

Kiesling, India desk officer; (back row, L-R) 

Janet Bogue, Almaty; Gordana Earp, 

deputy assistant for Industry, USTR; 

Jonathan Benton, Pearson Fellow; Mirta 

Alvarez, deputy director, HA/MLA. Not pic¬ 

tured: Ellen Conway, consular officer, Riga; 

Marshall Harris, director, Action Council for 

Peace in the Balkans; James Moriarty, 

Diplomat-in-Residence, East-West Center, 

Honolulu; Eric Rubin, PAO, Kiev; and Scott 

Thompson, Embassy Sarajevo. 
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AFSA Achievement Award Winners HONORS 26 
who served as ambassador to 
Luxembourg, Senegal and The Gambia 
in the 1960s. Enid Long, widow of the 
late ambassador, presented the award. 

The group of Foreign Service officers 
who won the Rivkin Award have all 
been involved in Balkan country affairs 
and in early 1993 signed a letter to 
Secretary Christopher expressing deep 
doubts about the efficacy and consisten¬ 
cy of U.S. policy toward Bosnia and 
promoting a more activist route. In 
accepting the award, several of the 
group expressed continued concern 
over U.S. policy. 

Scott Thompson, posted at Embassy 
Sarajevo, explained his involvement in 
the Rivkin group award in a letter to 
AFSA: "I found myself in INR covering a 
number of Balkan countries during the 
democratic revolutions of 1 989-90 - a 
period of intense policy involvement 
and creativity for mid-level FSOs. On 
the Bulgaria desk from 1991-93, as 
exultation turned to anxiety and crisis in 
our East European policy, I was again 
fortunate to find a large group of col¬ 
leagues whose tough-mindedness, 
integrity, vision, and deep sense of val¬ 
ues and principles at the core of U.S. 
policy have left a lasting mark." 

Group members are now in 
Washington and on overseas assign¬ 
ments. 

The runner-up for the Rivkin Award 
was James Jeffrey, deputy director in 
Near Eastern Affairs Office of Regional 
Affairs. He was honored for his work in 
making the CSCE an operational entity 
when he was CSCE coordinator. 

Thomas F. Daughton received the W. 
Averell Harr/man Award for junior offi¬ 
cers. Daughton won the award for his 
actions as a political officer in Rabat 
where he reported on the most sensitive 
and difficult issues, including human 
rights and narcotics. His objective 
reports, based on extensive documenta¬ 
tion and careful analysis, led to signifi¬ 
cant improvements in both human rights 
and anti-drug efforts. 

Daughton graduated from Amherst 
College and the University of Virginia 
School of Law and joined the Foreign 
Service in 1989. He was a consular 
office in Jamaica and then assigned as 

Bierke 

The winners of the first annual 
AFSA Achievement Awards for service 

to AFSA are 
John H. Bierke, 
AID Global 
Bureau and 
Charles A. 
Schmitz, 
retired State 
FSO. 

"AFSA 
needs the vol¬ 
unteer efforts 

of its members to be truly successful 
and this year two new awards recog¬ 
nize the most significant contribution to 
AFSA goals," explained AFSA 
President F.A. "Tex" Harris in present¬ 
ing the awards. John Bierke, AID, was 
cited for his work as chairman of 
AFSA's committee on new foreign 
assistance legislation. "His creative 
proposals, collegiality and diligence 
facilitated the work of his committee 
and its outstanding results," said the 
AFSA citation. "His work contributed 
significantly to new legislation which is 
presently before the Congress." 

Said Harris, "Mr. Bierke is the epit¬ 
ome of the AFSA activist who, as the 

consummate professional, is not afraid 
to tackle difficult problems in the face 
of controversy and even opposition 
from superiors. As the first winner of 
the AFSA Achievement Award, Mr. 
Bierke has established the model for 
future association honorees." 

Charles Schmitz won the AFSA 
Achievement Award for his work as 
AFSA's first vice president for retirees 
from 1989-93. "His leadership and cre¬ 
ativity prompted business conferences to 
enhance America's global competitive¬ 
ness, a speakers bureau to provide 
Foreign Service expertise available to 
the public, and an AFSA business mem¬ 
bership called International Associates," 
according to 
the citation. He 
was also instru¬ 
mental in urging 
the Department 
of State to 
establish the 
Foreign Affairs 
Reserve Corps. 
In presenting 
the award, 
Harris said, "Mr. Schmitz has left a per¬ 
manent and important legacy to AFSA." 

Schmitz 

political officer in Rabat. In Washington, 
he served in the Bureau of Near Eastern 
Affairs, and this summer became desk 
officer for the Philippines. 

The $2,500 award was established 
by the late W. Averell Harriman, who 
served as ambassador to the Soviet 
Union and Great Britain and as under 
secretary of State. The award was pre¬ 
sented by Robert C. Fisk, grandson of 
Ambassador Harriman. 

The runner-up for the Harriman 
Award was Susan Thornton, for her work 

as general services 
officer and con¬ 
sular officer at the 
new embassy in 
Almaty, the most 
rapidly growing 
embassy in the for¬ 
mer Soviet Union. 

The award for 
Foreign Service 

Mclnturff secretaries, the 

Delavan Award, which recognizes 
exceptional contributions to effectiveness 
and morale, was won by Sandra 
Mclnturff, secretary to the U.S. Liaison 
Office in Mogadishu. 

As the sole secretary in the Liaison 
Office in Mogadishu, Mclnturff lived and 
worked in a combat zone under trying 
conditions. Working seven days a week, 
she performed all secretarial and admin¬ 
istrative duties and also handled public 
relations with the press and TV, Somali 
officials, U.N. officials, and third country 
ambassadors. 

Mclnturff joined the Foreign Service in 
1990 and was first assigned to the 
Economic Section of the Embassy in El 
Salvador. 

The Delavan Award was presented 
by Ambassador William C. Harrop on 
behalf of the Delavan Foundation, sup¬ 
porters of this $2,500 award. Under 
Secretary Richard Moose accepted the 
award from Ambassador Harrop for 
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V.P. VOICE 
• BY RAZVIGOR B A z A L A • 

Changing Times 
AFSA/USIA is going through a 

period of significant change. 
We will soon lose AFSA's USIA 

Representative Mike Houlahan, who 
is going to Jamaica as public affairs 
officer. Mike represented AFSA dur¬ 
ing the creation of the Information 
Bureau and advanced AFSA's agen¬ 
da on USIA's Joint Partnership 
Council (JPC). 

However, we are fortunate that 
Alice LeMaistre has volunteered to 
serve on the JPC and Capie Polk has 
agreed to succeed him as the USIA 
representative to the Governing 
Board. Alice and Capie will continue 
to be backed by Herman Henning 
and Renee Earle on the JPC; Dan 
Sreebny on the Broadcasting 
Partnership Council; Lauren Hale and 

Mike Braxton at Television and Film 
Service. Others serving on partner¬ 
ship teams include Elizabeth Corwin, 
Bruce Byers, Sam Durret, Susan 
Robinson and Julie Connor. 

If you are heading back to 
Washington this summer, join us at 
AFSA as we work to shape a new 
course for USIA at this critical junc¬ 
ture in the agency's history. We will 
have many real challenges as we 
consider the impact of forthcoming 
budget cuts on the Foreign Service 
and the very future of USIA. 

As for me, this piece was written in 
Warsaw from where I will travel to 
Skopje, Macedonia for three months 
of temporary duty. See you again in 
Washington around the end of 
October. 

AWARDS 
Continued from page 5 

Sandra Mclnturff. Moose said, "This 
morning [in Mogadishu] they were 
wearing their flak jackets, but Sandra 
was there doing her job. ... She is one 
of about 900 Foreign Service secre¬ 
taries who do an exceptional job in dif¬ 
ficult places." 

The runner-up for the Delavan 
Award was Charlotte Stoftman, of 
Embassy Zagreb. 

The winner of the Avis Bohlen 
Award given annually to a Foreign 
Service family member is Rebecca 
Jaramillo McCullough, the spouse of 
Dundas McCullough, a Foreign 
Service officer in New Delhi. The 
$2,500 award is for a family member 
whose relations with the American 
and foreign communities at post have 
done the most to advance American 
interests. 

In New Delhi, according to her 
citation, McCullough put her tremen¬ 
dous energy and creativity into estab¬ 

lishing programs to enhance the lives 
of women in both the Indian and 
American communities. She wrote a 
comprehensive guide and conducted 
workshops for foreign spouses on using 
volunteer work to maintain and develop 
skills. She also helped transform the 
American Women's Association 
Outreach Committee into a mini-devel¬ 
opment organization by creating pro¬ 
ject assistance guidelines.The largest 
aid project organized several thousand 
Indian women to make saleable prod¬ 
ucts, providing a much-needed source 
of income. 

Runner-up Shelia G. Bridges, wife of 
Thomas W. Bridges, IM Specialist, was 
nominated for her work with foster chil¬ 
dren and child abuse prevention in 
Pretoria. She has cared for 25 foster 
children through the years, formally 
adopting three of them. 

The Bohlen Award was established 
by the Harriman family in memory of 
Avis Bohlen, the wife of the late 
Charles E. Bohlen. It was presented by 
Robert C. Fisk, Ambassador 

★ The ★ 
American 
Foreign 

Service Club 

Dedicated to serving 
the Foreign Service 

for over two decades, the 
American Foreign Service 
Club is open to all AFSA 
members in its the newly 
remodeled restaurant or 
for its private meeting 
facilities. 

★ ★ ★ 

2101 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037 

(202) 944-5500 

Harriman's grandson. 
AFSA is grateful to the American 

Express Company, Clements & 
Company, Delta Air Lines and 
Sebastiani Vineyards for their gener¬ 
ous support of the awards luncheon. 

The Matilda W. Sinclaire Language 
Awards received $ 1,000 each for dis¬ 
tinction in the study of a difficult lan¬ 
guage and its associated culture. The 
awards were established by a 
bequest of the late Matilda W. 
Sinclaire, a Foreign Service officer 
and were first given in 1 985. 

This year the winners included: 
Foreign Service officers David E. 
Brown (Chinese/Japanese), Jason L. 
Davis (Arabic), Eric H. Madison 
(Chinese), USIA's Frank Neville 
(Chinese), Joan M. Richards (Urdu), 
Douglas A. Silliman (Urdu), and Lisa 
Tepper (Polish). 

Director General Genta Hawkins 
Holmes announced the names, noting 
that the winners were all assigned 
overseas using their new language 
capabilities and could not be present. 
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assifieds 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

ABLE REALTY offers complete 
professional management of resi¬ 
dential rental properties in 
Nortfiern Virginia. Allow our ded¬ 
icated professionals to personalize 
service for your needs including 
detailed tenant screening, thor¬ 
ough inspection of your property, 
mortgage payments, HOA/condo 
fee payments, repairs coordination 
all under the careful close person¬ 
al attention of our experienced 
property managers. Over 17 
years of real estate experience. 
Specializing in residential properly 
management since 1981. ALAN 
BEAU OR STUART SHATZ. 207 E. 
Holly Ave., Suite 208, Sterling, VA 
20164, Tel (703) 444-9201, Fax 
(703) 444-0576 

FAHEY & ASSOCIATES: Prof¬ 
essional, residential, property 
management service for Northern 
Virginia properties. Expertise and □sonal attention to detail are the 

marks of our established firm. 
References provided. JlM FAHEY, 

9520 B Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 
22031 (703) 691-2006, Fax 
(703) 691-2009. 

GOING OVERSEAS? We'll 
rent and manage your home for 
you. Our staff or experienced pro¬ 
fessionals specialize EXCLUSIVELY 
in properly management. Since 
we don't do sales, managing your 
home always comes first. With 
computerized accounting, thor¬ 
ough inspections and careful ten¬ 
ant screening, nobody provides 
more personal care and attention 
to you and your Arlington or 
Fairfax County home than PEAKE 
MANAGEMENT, INC. Call, write or 
FAX LINDSEY PEAKE 6842 Elm 
Street, Suite 303, McLean, VA 
22101. Tel (703) 448-0212, FAX 
(703) 448-9652. 

J.P. PROPERTIES, LTD.: Com¬ 
plete professional dedication to 
the management of residential 
property in Northern Virginia. 
Allow our multi-faceted profes¬ 
sionals to offer personal attention 
to your home, careful tenant 
screening, and video inspections 
of your property. We are 
equipped to handfe all of your 
property management needs. 
Over 15 years real estate experi¬ 
ence and Foreign Service over¬ 
seas living experience. JOANN 

PlEKNEY, 301 Maple Ave. W, 4- 
G, Vienna, VA 22180. Tel (703) 

938-0909 FAX (703) 281-9782. 
MANOR SERVICES: Former 

federal law enforcement agent let¬ 
ting his 10-year residential man¬ 
agement company expand upon 
retirement. Best tenant screening. 
Frequent property inspection. 
Mortgages paid. Repairs. Close 
personal attention. We're small 
but very effective. FS and military 
references. Lowest rates. Best ser¬ 
vice. TERSH NORTON, BOX 42429, 
Washington, D.C. 20015, (202) 
363-2990. 

WASHINGTON MANAGE¬ 
MENT SERVICES: Residential 
property management is our only 
business. Call, write, or fax MARY 
BETH OTTO, 2015 Q St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. Tel. 
(202) 462-7212, Fax (202) 332- 
0798. 

REAL ESTATE 

AUSTIN, TX: Lakeway homes 
and homesites outside of Austin 
on 65-mile-long Lake Travis. 
Three 18-hole golf courses, 
World of Tennis Center, 400-slip 
marina, 4000 ft. airstrip. Contact 
ROY & ASSOCIATES, 1411 RR 620 
South, Austin, TX 78734 (512) 
263-2181. 

BACK FOR TRAINING? LEAVE? 
D.C. TOUR? We are the Wash¬ 
ington Metro Area short-term 
rental specialists. Excellent loca¬ 
tions. Wide price range. In 
Virginia walk to FSI. In D.C. and 
Maryland walk to Metro. Large 
selection of furnished and 
equipped efficiencies, one-bed¬ 
rooms, two-bedrooms and some 
furnished houses. Many welcome 
pets. For brochures & info: 
EXECUTIVE HOUSING CONSULTANTS, 
INC., Short Term Rental, 7315 
Wisconsin Ave., Suite 1020 East, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. (301) 951- 
4111. Reserve early! Avoid disap¬ 
pointment! 

ELEGANT APARTMENTS AT 
RIVER PLACE. Arlington, VA; 
Efficiencies one-, two-bedrooms, 
two blocks from metro, FSI. Bike 
or Metro to Pentagon. Superior 
furnishings, immediate phone and 
CATV, microwave, linens and 
many amenities. Site has spa, 
rates within your per diem. Call 
(301) 279-0392 or fax SOJOUR¬ 
NER HOUSING at (301) 762-7692 
for brochure or reservations. 

FLORIDA: Enjoy the best of liv¬ 
ing all year. Former FSO Paul 
Byrnes, PRUDENTIAL FLORIDA REAUTY, 

100 N. Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 

34236, can help with property 
anywhere in Florida. CAU PAUL 
toll free, 1-800-766-1610. 

FLORIDA INVESTMENT/RE¬ 
TIREMENT PROPERTY: Be a client 
and not just a customer by con¬ 
tacting retired FSO Stan Valerga, 
Buyers' Agent, VALERGA ASSOCI¬ 

ATES, 2100 Constitution Blvd., 
Suite 339 Sarasota, FL 34231 or 
tel. (813) 923-5700 and FAX 
(813) 921-7105. 

NEXT ASSIGNMENT: MAIN 
STATE? You need housing that 
provides for your family's comfort 
and security. You need counseling 
on housing options and the local 
market. You need the house hunt¬ 
ing process done quickly and effi¬ 
ciently. You need your property 
managed when you are overseas. 
I know your real estate concerns 
because as a buyer agent I have 
provided exclusive representation 
to Foreign Service personnel for 
seven years. For a package: 
MARILYN CANTREU, CRS, GRI, 
Associate Broker at Mary Price- 
Howell Properties, 6402 Arlington 
Boulevard, Falls Church, VA 
22042, tel (703) 533-3333, fax 
(703) 538-6092. 

NORTHWEST ISLAND RE¬ 
TREAT: We found ideal property 
on spectacular Orcas Island, WA. 
So can you. Beaches and boat¬ 
ing, mountains and forests, 
between Seattle and Vancouver. 
Sunny, mild climate. Contact for¬ 
mer FSO JAN ZEHNER, Coldwell 
Banker Orcas Associates, P.O. 
Box 127, Eastsound, WA 98245. 
800-552-7072, (206) 376-2114, 
FAX (206) 376-5095. 

SHORT TERM RENTALS: For¬ 
eign Service Associates can pro¬ 
vide fully furnished apartments 
just 5 minutes from the new FSI 
facility and one block from SA- 
15. We have efficiencies, 1 bed¬ 
rooms, and some 2 bedrooms, 
usually well within your per diem. 
They are fully furnished with 
kitchens, cable TV, telephone, 
linens, and all utilities included. 
Write FOREIGN SERVICE ASSOCIATES, 
P.O. Box 12855, Arlington, VA 
22209 or call or FAX 1 -703-636- 
7606. Children are always wel¬ 
come. Send us your dates. 

SPOKANE DREAM HOME! 
Join FS, military retirees in Inland 
Northwest: Urban culture, out¬ 
door sports, four seasons, low 
crime. 5700sf octagonal plan sur¬ 
rounds big low-maintenance cov¬ 
ered INDOOR POOL in stunning 
wood-paneled 2-story space. 

Large rooms. 4BR, 3+BA, A/C, 3- 
car garage, much more. View 
decks, ponderosa woods, nature 
area on 2.5 acres. Prime neigh¬ 
borhood. $345,000. By FS retiree 
owner. Hugh Burleson. (509) 
922-2498. 

WASHINGTON D.C., ARL¬ 
INGTON: Personalized reloca¬ 
tion, short, or long term. We spe¬ 
cialize in walk-to-Metro sales and 
furnished rentals. Arlington Villas, 
1-1/2 blocks from Metro, luxuri¬ 
ous studio, one, two, three bed¬ 
room. Fully furnished, washer/ 
dryer, microwave, cable, linens. 
AMERICAN REALITY GROUP, 915 N. 
Stafford St., Arlington, VA 
22203. (703) 524-0482 or (703) 
276-1200. Children welcomed. 
Pets on approval. 

FLORIDA EAST COAST: Fullv 
furn.. a/c, 3BR, pool home with 
small dock in secluded tropical set¬ 
ting nr beaches. 2hrs. drive Miami 
& Orlando. $1,800 mo. & elec. 1 
mo. min. Photos available (703) 
370-6860. FSO Owned. 

GRAEAGLE, CA: The Holtz 
Cabin 4B/2B furnished vacation 
rental near golf, tennis, and hiking 
trails. Contact GRAEAGLE PROPERTIES 

(916) 836-2525. 
HOME LEAVE HAVEN: 2 

Apartments: 2 bedrooms, 2 baths; 
1 bedroom, 1 1/2 baths. Furn¬ 
ished, cable TV, Pool, on Gulf of 
Mexico, Madeira Beach, FL. (St. 
Petersburg\Tampa) 90 miles from 
Disney World. Lease or buy. 
TEL/FAX (804) 270-7342. Write- 
P.O. Box 1040, Glen Allen, VA 
23060. RETIRED FSO. 

KIAWAH ISLANDS, S.C.: Inlet 
Cove, Cottage #70 2BR, 2BA - 
LOVELY FURNISHED - 400 Yds 
from Ocean; Golf, Tennis; Rent by 
Week; Ideal for a Great Home 
Leave Vacation. For Res. call 
RAVNEL RESORT RENTALS (800) 845- 
3911 x70. 

WESTERN MONTANA RANCH: 
Log home sleeps 8, $500 week. 
KATHY STEPHENS (703) 536-9762. 

WEST VIRGINIA GETAWAY 
near Washington. Vacation home 
of former Foreign Service Officer 
available by week/weekend. 
Large fully furnished 4 bedroom 
redwood house on 180 acres of 
meadow and woodland. Huge 
deck overlooks pond, barn and 
beautifully landscaped yard. 
Spectacular view of mountains. 
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Classifieds 
Canoeing and horseback riding 
nearby. Call (703) 491-0126. 

TAX & FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

AFSA TAX COUNSEL: Pro¬ 
blems of tax and finance: Never a 
charge to AFSA members for tele¬ 
phone guidance. R.N. Bob 
Dussell (ex-A.I.D.) at tax work 
both within and without I.R.S. 
since 1937. Now solely in prac¬ 
tice to assist Foreign Service 
employees and their families. 
Also lectures on TAX LAW at FSI 
every month since 1970 at 
Rosslyn, VA. BOB DUSSELL (703) 
841 -0158, FAX (703) 522-5726. 
Office is 100 feet from Virginia 
Sq. Metro station at 3601 Fairfax 
Drive, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 

ATTORNEY, FORMER FOR¬ 
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER: Exten¬ 
sive experience with tax problems 
peculiar to the Foreign Service. 
Available for consultation, tax plan¬ 
ning, and preparation of returns. 
M. BRUCE HIRSHORN, BORING, 

PARROTT & PILGER, Suite D, 307 
Maple Avenue, West, Vienna, VA 
22180. Tel. (703) 281-2161, Fax: 
(703) 281-9464. 

COMPLETE TAX & ACCOUNT¬ 
ING SERVICES: Specialize in 
Foreign Service and overseas 
contractor situations, VIRGINIA M. 
TEST, CPA 2200 E. Patrick Lane, 
#27, Las Vegas, NV 89119, 
(702) 795-3648. 

CPA-SPECIALIST in offshore 
U.S. taxpayer issues. 35 years 
experience. Tax and estate plan¬ 
ning and RETURN PREPARA¬ 
TION; all federal and all states. 
Initial contact - no charge or 
obligation. Absolutely confiden¬ 
tial. Special care for delinquent 
filers and IRS and state controver¬ 
sies. JOHN D. NEBEKER, CPA P.O. 
Box 32228, Tucson, AZ 85751. 
Phone or FAX (602) 721-7718. 
Buenos Aires office (541) 256- 
2158. 

FREE TAX CONSULTATION: 
For overseas personnel. We 
process returns as received, with¬ 
out delay. Preparation and repre¬ 
sentation by enrolled agents, avg. 
fee $195 includes return and TAX 
Trax, unique, mini-financial plan¬ 
ning review with recommenda¬ 
tions. Full planning available. 
MILTON E. CARB, EA, and BARRY B. 

DE MARR, EA, CFP, FINANCIAL 

FORECASTS metro location 933 N. 
Kenmore St. #217 Arlington, VA 
22201 (703) 841-1040, FAX 

(703) 522-3815. 
ROLAND S. HEARD, CPA: Has 

worked overseas, is familiar with 
Foreign Service and contract 
employee situations, has prac¬ 
ticed before the IRS, computerized 
tax services, financial planning, 
member AICPA, Tax Division and 
Personal Financial Mgmt. 
Division. 30 minute FREE consulta¬ 
tion. Phone/FAX: (703) 242- 
8559. P.O. Box 1144 Vienna, 
VA 22183. 

PURCHASES 

BEADS, BEADS, BEADS! plus 
pendants, findings, stringing 
materials, tools, books, and more. 
Wherever you may be, BEADZIP 

can fill all your beadstringing 
needs. To receive our 30-page 
catalog and information about 
PS, our personal shopper service 
for beadstringers, send $5, 
redeemable with any order, to 
BEADZIP , 2316-D Sarah Lane, 
Falls Church, VA 22043. And 
whenever you are in the 
Washington area, be sure to visit 
BEADAZZLED, the world's most 
wonderful bead store, open seven 
days a week at 1522 Connecticut 
Ave. in Washington, DC and 421 
N. Charles St. in Baltimore, MD. 

MARY KAY COSMETICS: Qual¬ 
ity skincare and glamour prod¬ 
ucts. For brochure write: DIANA 

CONGDON, 21043 Lowell Ct., 
Sterling, VA 20164. Will ship to 
APO addresses. FAST SERVICE! 

ORIENTAL CARPETS AND FUR¬ 
NITURE: Transfer forces sale of 
exquisite oriental carpets and 
other furniture. Call (202) 547- 
6382. 

WORLD'S FINEST ORANGE 
GIFT PACK: For all your gift giv¬ 
ing needs. Any time - year round. 
10-14 lbs. $19.95 delivered TREE 

FRESH in the continental USA. For 
more information or to place an 
order call 1-800-695-3852 or 
fax (209) 539-2089. 

BOOKS 

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS: 
We have thousands in stock, do 
special-orders daily, search for 
out-of-print books, large selec¬ 
tion of CDs AND CASSETTES; Jazz, 
a specialty. Visa or Mastercard. 
THE VERMONT BOOK SHOP, 
38 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753. 

YOUR PERSONAL BOOK¬ 
STORE AWAY FROM HOME: 

Order any U.S. book in print. 
Store credit available. SALM¬ 

AGUNDI BOOKS Ltd. 66 Main St, 
Cold Spring, NY 10516. 

ATTORNEYS 

ATTORNEY/FORMER FOR¬ 
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER with ten 
years legal experience now prac¬ 
ticing law in VA/MD/DC gener¬ 
al practice - real estate, con¬ 
tracts, commercial law, estate 
planning, domestic relations, in¬ 
ternational and domestic adop¬ 
tions. RICHARD BONSIGNORE, BEAN, 

KINNEY & KORMAN, P.C., 2000 N. 
14TH St., Suite 100, Arlington, 
VA 22201 703/525-4000. 

FORMER FOREIGN SERVICE 
OFFICER NOW PRACTICING 
LAW IN D.C./MD general prac¬ 
tice, wills, trusts, living wills, power 
of attorney, domestic refations 
Foreign Sen/ice grievances; Greg¬ 
ory V. Powell, FUREY, DOOLAN & 

ABELL, 8401 Connecticut Ave., Suite 
1100, Chevy Chase, MD 20815. 
(301) 652-6880. 

GRIEVANCES: MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT? DEFECTIVE EER?: 
ATTORNEY with 15 years suc¬ 
cessful experience specializing 
in FS grievances can represent 
you to protect vital interests in 
these or other career matters 
including non-promotion, selec¬ 
tion out, non-tenuring, discipli¬ 
nary actions, etc. CALL BRIDGET 

R. MUGANE (202) 387-4383 
(DuPont Circle) or (301) 596- 
0175. 

WILLS/ESTATE PLANNING: 
by attorney who is a former 
Foreign Service officer. Have 
your will reviewed and updated, 
or a new one prepared. No 
charge for initial consultation. 
M. BRUCE HIRSHORN, BORING, 

PARROTT & PILGER, Suite D, 307 
Maple Ave., W., Vienna, VA 
22180. Tel. (703) 281-2161, 
FAX (703) 281-9464. 

WILL KIT! Make your own 
will, valid all states. $14.95 
postpaid. Order from: EARS 

#111, 5429 Mapledale Plaza, 
Dale City, VA 22193-4526. ■ 

*1/ 
2 Block Walk to State 

Short-term Condo Rentals 

Remington Condo 
Corner 24th & G Streets 

Included 

• One Bedroom Condominiums 

• Fully Furnished w/Balconies 

• In-Unit Washer/Dryer 

• Weekly Housekeeping Services 

• On-Site Manager for Check-In 

• Complete Kitchen; All Linens 

• Telephone Service; Cable TV 

$80.00 per night, tax included 
No deposit: Small pets accepted 

Remington Short-Term Housing 
B.J. Knight, Coordinator 

601 24th Street, NW, #801 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

(800) 225-3847 • (202)223-4512 

FAX: (202)452-9541 



WORLDWIDE INSURANCE FOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL 
PERSONAL PROPERTY ■ AUTO MARINE ■ MARINE TRIP 

Underwitten by London Insurers 
Join the ranks of our satifled customers. 

Call toll free from anywhere in the United 
States or write for more information. 

Administered by 

UNIRISC 
1120 20th Street, N.W. ■ Suite 720 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
Telephone (202) 728-4100 
Toll Free 1 (800) 424-9500 
Facsiomile (202) 479-4471 

■ ■ ■ a mm mm mm ■■ mm ■ a aa ■■ 

COMPETITIVE RATES 
■ Broad BLANKET coverage now available 

■ Automomatic replacement cost 

■ Automatic coverate up to 10% of total 

insured value for new acquisitions 
■ Foreign comprehensive personal liability 

■ On-the-spot claims service by representatives 
in every major city of the world 

AS PREVIOUSLY INSURED THROUGH HTB INSURANCE 

Welcome to Washington D.C. 
Where quality and luxary 
are standard features, 
only minutes from NFATC, 
State Department, 
Pentagon, downtown D.C., 
and National Airport 

Our premier fully furnished 
residences include 
• Free garage parking with 

controlled access 
• Private balcony 
• Washer/dryer in each unit 
• Fitness center, indoor pool, 

sauna, and jacuzzi. Racquet- 
ball at Courtland Towers. 

• Free cable t.v. and local 
telephone calls 

• Weekly maid service 
• 24-hour attended front desk 

Courtland Towers 
1200 N. Veitch Street 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 

703-528-2700 

One block from Courthouse Metro 

For full service hotel accommodations 
The Rosslyn Westpark Hotel 

1900 N. Ft. Myer Dr., Arlington, VA 22209 
703-527-4814 • 800-368-3408 

Randolph Towers 
4001 N. Ninth Street 

Arlington, Virginia 22203 

703-525-9000 
One block from Ballston Metro 



Focus: FICTION 

BELGIAN 

CHOCOLATES 

BY NINA KILLHAM In the dark space behind the town fair’s 

Screaming Caterpillar, where Belgian 

girls held the hands of the boys who 

kissed them, Sarah learned about men. 

She watched them from her seat as tire accordion- 
linked cars whipped past them, again and again and 

again. During the half circle 

when her seat would be plunged 

into sunlight, Sarah shut her eyes 

so they worked properly in the 
dark den. But the ride didn’t go 

round fast enough, for at this 
pace, anyone with a pupil could 
see Sarah’s open-faced curiosity. 
The boys leered back and the 

girls leaned against the plywood 
wall, chewing their gum with a 
snap. 

There in the darkness were 

Sarah’s daymares: tonguey kisses, 

fat fannies squeezed into jeans 

two sizes too small, puffy French- 

fried faces topped by identical 
fringe-cut bangs. Yet she was fas¬ 

cinated. Sarah envied the girls’ ease with the opposite 

sex, how they leaned forward and grabbed their boys 

Nina Killham, who lives in Los Angeles, writes screen¬ 

plays. A fanner journalist, she is the daughter of 

retired FSO Edward L. Killham who served in 

Brussels, Copenhagen, Geneva and Madrid, 

by the neck and pulled. These girls knew men in a 

way she did not. 
Sarah was a born foreigner, deposited into the cra¬ 

dle of a Foreign Service officer who uprooted his 

family and dog every three years at the State 
Department’s request. To Sarah each new move felt 

like a plunge into icy water from 

which she would emerge, shaky 

but hopeful, only to be thrown in 
again a few years later. It had 

been six years since she had lived 

in the United States, six years 
since she took English-speaking 
friends for granted, six years 
since she had gorged on a plastic 
cheese-drenched Big Mac. 

Brussels was all right, really. 

By now' she knew not to get anx¬ 
ious in the first year of moving — 

it always took at least a year to 

adjust. But as she neared 15, 

moving again at the will of her 

fadier’s career was proving more 

difficult. It was hard enough to 

get to know the other sex in general. But how to do it 

with a sex that didn’t speak English? 

When the ride slowed down, Sarah stumbled off 

and walked over to the little stand on wheels and 

ordered a mess of frites. The woman handed her the 

spiraled paper full of large golden fried potatoes and 

motioned Sarah to help herself to the squeeze bottle 
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of mayonnaise. French fries and mayonnaise: She 

had gagged at die thought when first told about the 

combination, but now she couldn’t get enough of it. 

And it was starting to take effect. Though she was 

thin, she could already see a new shape in her thighs 

that she hadn’t noticed before. Instead of descending 

straight down to her knees, she began to see a 

swelling that rounded her out right below the hip. 

Cellulite, she read in a magazine. Cellulite, she would 
cry to her mother, who shushed her with clicks of her 

tongue and an amused smile. 

She walked through the fairground quickly, feel¬ 
ing real and imagined eyes upon her. She was afraid 

to stay any longer, afraid that someone would 

approach her and shine a spotlight on her foreign¬ 

ness. It was a short walk from the fair to the metro 
and, as luck would have it, the red tram was waiting 

at the stop when she stepped up. She dropped her 

coins into the conductor’s hand and made her way to 

the back where she could stand and watch out the 

window at the retreating landscape. 

She liked to watch Belgian boys, eyeing them from 

the obscurity of the tram window. She saw bands of 

them, walking down the street, kicking at each other 

and laughing, pulling each around by their belt buck¬ 

les. They were normal boys, she supposed, with dieir 

drab cloths, dull hair. In her mind, though, American 

boys were brighter. Not that she had really seen 

American boys recently in person. They peeked out 
at her from the American magazines she bought at 
the commissary, clearly bigger, cleaner, cuter. From the comer of her eye, Sarah caught sight 

of a North African man getting onto die tram. 
She could hear him make his way down to die 

back where she felt him stand close to her. 

Not long ago, in Tunisia, a man offered Sarah’s 

father camels for her. In the closeness of the covered 

bazaar, where no one could move except by pushing 

forward, where die smells of dripping cooked goat’s 

legs mingled with the imagined breath of rotted 

teedi, an old man had come out from his darkened 

street shop and pointed a nubby finger at her. “I give 
you 100 camels for her,” he had said. 

“Make it 150,” her fadier had shot back. She clung 

to his arm as both men roared with laughter. She had 

been 12 years old. 

She remembered that trip with horror — the 
bright light diat bounced off the streets and made her 

walk widi her eyes screwed into slits; die mutilated 

men sitting legless by the side of the road; the littie 

boy spraying a mother cat and her newborn kittens 

with pebbles. She watched a man press his finger to 

his nose and blow forth a stream of mucus which fell 

like discarded soup to the ground. She cried for the 

forlorn-looking goats tethered next to market tables. 
She blinked her eyes away from the cardboard boxes 

of chicks chirping in the broiling sun. 

Each afternoon, when her parents collapsed from 

touristy exhaustion, Sarah would sit quietly sucldng 

her tepid orange Fanta through a straw and watch 
from between strands of her falling hair the tables of 

men who made faces at her like a baby, bulging their 

eyes, opening tiieir mouths and puckering their lips. 
So it was with tense emotions that she watched the 

North African guest workers who invaded Brussels 

and who accepted die insults of the Belgians with 

lofty waves of their hands. When she went shopping, 
walking down Rue Neuve, Sarah listened to the tight- 

panted Moroccans who called after her so earnestly 

that Sarah wondered if she did turn around, would 

one quietiy take her by the hand, walk her back to his 

small saffron-scented apartment and peel off her 

clothes? 
Still, Sarah was shocked when the man in the tram 

reached out his finger and ran it down her spine to 
the small of her back. She gasped and, not being able 
to move forward, she jumped backward instead, 

smashing his instep. He groaned and grabbed at his 

left foot. Everyone turned around to see Sarah and 
the man staring at each other, breathing heavily, nei¬ 

ther one at home enough to vent. 

At her stop, Sarah jumped off and ran to her 

home. As she opened the back door, which led direct¬ 

ly into the kitchen, Sarah knew she would say 

notiling. She kept such confrontations to her¬ 

self for some reason, as if telling them would make 

them exist. 

AUGUST 1994/FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL 37 



Focus 

She had never been kissed, but she thought of it often, 

wonderi ng where the lips would go and if usi ng the 

tongue would be as revolting as it sounded. 

“Oh, good, you’re here. You can start by putting 
toothpicks in the olives.” 

Her mother, her hair still fragrant from the hair¬ 

dresser’s, was busy getting ready for a dinner party. 

Tonight, she had hired a cook and waiter to help her. 

But still, Sarah’s dinner party chores did not change: 

Stab the green olives with multi-colored toothpicks and 
shake mixed nuts into the red and black Russian dishes. 

“How was the fair?” 

“It was OK.” 

“Did you meet anyone?” 

“Nooooo.” Her mother’s dream, she knew, would 

be for Sarah to walk home from a fair or a skating 
rink or a swimming pool with a fully-formed, bosom- 

buddy crowd skipping behind her. Her mother had 
done her best when Sarah was younger, finding her 

playmates, introducing her to the children of other 

Foreign Service officers. But there’s an age when no 

matter how much a parent wants to help, friends can 
no longer be dropped off like so many casseroles to 
tide her over through uncomfortable periods. 

Sarah walked about the living room, setting the 

olives on side tables, and swiping pecans from the 
bowls of mixed nuts, until finally trudging upstairs. She 

passed by her parents’ room and walked into tiieir bath¬ 
room. She gazed at herself in the mirror and wondered 

if she would always live her life in the future, in an 

imaginary time when she would feel at home. 

The States had dimmed for her. Home now was 

the family’s increasingly creaky furniture that never 

changed, the same green velvet couch having 

anchored seven living rooms since she was bom. 

Sarah touched her mother’s mascara delicately to the 

tips of her eyelashes, just enough for them to stand 

out but not enough for her mother to notice. 

She left her mother’s lipsticks alone. 

She had never been kissed, but she drought of it 

often, wondering where the lips would go and if using 

the tongue would be as revolting as it sounded. Boys 

did not scare her as much as the embarrassment of 

not knowing what to do. She waited in terror for the 
moment when a boy would pull away from her first 

kiss, and yell to his friends behind the bushes, “God, 
this one thinks she’s bobbing for apples.” 

She was a good child. Her parents would never 

dream she dreamed the filings she did. She was a 
peacemaker. That night, when the sounds of at least six 

guests wafted up to her room, Sarah came 

down dressed in the dress she had worn to 

her sister’s wedding. “What a beautiful dress,” a man 

exclaimed. “She looks, ah ... pre-Raphaelite.” 

Since Sarah didn’t know who Raphael was, she 

two-fisted the cashew nuts. The ambassador of a 

small East European country arrived, a swirl of 

white silk around his neck, and kissed her mother’s 
outstretched hand. Sarah stuck hers out for similar 

honors but the ambassador deftly turned her hand 
sideways and pumped. “Very good to meet you,” he 

said. 
Red-faced, Sarah returned upstairs, but not before 

picking a few hostess gifts from the table near the 

front door. She chose Belgian chocolates and left the 

mints. Upstairs, in her room with her white and gild¬ 

ed four-poster bed, she put on “My Fair Lady” and 
began to waltz around the room. 

She would spend whole evenings like this. When 

her parents were out, she would bring the record 

downstairs and skid across the parquet floor between 

the living and dining rooms. She played the record 

over and over. She became Audrey Hepburn with 

dark hair piled high on her head, and a white dress 

falling like gauze to her toes. 

When she heard the music pounding up through 

the floor, she knew they had started dancing. It 
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must be a good party, she thought. Her mother 
would always scrutinize the clock to determine the 

success of her parties. If guests sidled out before 

midnight, she would sit dejectedly back down in a 
wing chair by the fireplace and pout. Tonight, 

Sarah could tell by the yells reaching her door, her 

mother would most likely flop into bed with her slip 

still on. 

She liked it when her parent’s parties got rowdy. 

It made them seem less isolated as a family. Sarah 

padded down the hallway and slid down the stairs 
on her butt to watch from behind the banister the 

adults, twisting on the hallway-tumed-dance floor. 
Her father’s boss reached out and tried to pull 

her onto the floor. His wife clapped her hands. “Go 
on,” said Sarah’s mother. But Sarah slipped her 

hands through the man’s fingers and hopped up the 

stairs. She sat on her bed leafing through her 

American magazines. One had a story about four 

sisters’ makeovers. The eldest loved lemon yogurt, 
it said. How clean and fresh they were. Bright eyes 

with shiny glossed lips and tanned legs that held no 

sign of dimples. 

She envied them their sisterhood, the gossip she 

imagined they shared, their coordinated clothes 

and swept-back, light hair. Sarah lay back on her 

bed and stared at the ceiling. Older sisters guiding 
young sisters through the labyrinth of boys. Late- 

night talks about dates. Swapping clothes and doing 

each other’s hair. Sarah looked at the magazine 

pages over and over again, hoping the bright, clean 

taste would sink in, hoping that in the morning 
when she awoke, she would be transformed from 

the pale girl with lanky dark hair into a tanned ath¬ 

letic beauty with three sisters and a nice boyfriend 

and a dance to go to. ■ 
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Focus: FICTION 

THE 

VALENTINE 

BY RUTH BENNSKY 

T7 
1 ebruary brought full summer to 

Lima. The sun hammered down, 

the Andean mountains could be 

seen again, and the beaches were 

stacked with sunbathers. The maids no longer wore 
long-sleeved sweaters under their 

uniforms, and the kerosene 

heaters disappeared from sight. 

Amidst her busy life, it annoyed 

Holly that she kept dunking about 
Valentine’s Day coming up. In all 
their foreign posts where valen¬ 

tines were unheard of, Ben had 
always remembered Valentine’s 
Day. For him there was no need of 

an advertising nudge. He always 
gave her some expensive thing. But 

she didn’t want another gift. She 
wanted a card — a valentine — a 

written message. But, she knew 

she wouldn’t get one. Lima didn’t 

have valentine cards. And Ben 

wouldn’t give her one even if they 

were available. She had ruined that chance years ago. 

At breakfast she brought up the subject. “In two 

Ruth Bennsky was a Foreign Service secretary in 

Paris, and later met her husband, George Bennsky, 

now a retired FSO, in Washington. They were posted 

to India and Peru. 

weeks it will be Valentine’s Day. I diink I shall get you 

a red tie.” 
“If you get me one more Inca tie, I’ll strangle 

myself with it.” 

“Well yes. Of course, some of the designs are quite 
clever.” 

Ben said, “The designs are all 

right — it’s that untamable cot¬ 

ton. Did you ever wrestle with a 
cotton tie?” 

And the subject of valentines 
dribbled away. 

Holly was a breezy young 
woman with short hair and light 

blue eyes. Ben, 10 years older, 
was a bear of a man, sometimes 
teddy, sometimes grizzly but 

never polar. They were a popular 
couple both as guests and hosts. 

Holly’s contemporary art collec¬ 

tion was the best in the U.S. 

embassy. She ran her household 

with ease. 

Although she helped out at Ciudad de Dios and 

Casa Nueva and volunteered for certain embassy 

duties, Holly’s real pleasure was to go off on her 

own. She visited the grand colonial cathedrals and 

the museums with their proud displays of ancient 

textiles, pots and gold pieces. Her favorite place was 

old Lima, three blocks from the Plaza de Armas. She 
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liked the damp cellar smell of the old town, the gar¬ 

gantuan wooden doors, dark and secretive even, 

with sunshine slanting against them, and the hand¬ 

some carved balconies high above the narrow 

streets. 

“If a Peruvian ghost shows up in my life,” she 

thought, “it will not be an Inca in a poncho, it will be 
a high-coifed lady of old on one of these balconies, 

homesick for Spain and trying to recreate it here.” 

When she told that to Ben, he said, “My ghost will 
be smelling like kerosene from these room heaters. 

He’ll be with me a long time because I don’t think we 
will ever get that odor out of my winter woolens.” 

But he appreciated Peru as much as Holly did. On 

their time off they travelled about the country. The 

icy blue Pacific licked at the shores of the driest 

desert in the world and the Andean mountains shot 

up higher than any mountains needed to be. And 

beyond that, the fleshy, stalwart jungle with its 
roadmap of murky rivers. 

“A treasure box of a countiy,” Ben said. “And what 
a lot they’ve dumped into such a small box.” Earlier, when USIA had decided to display 

paintings by unknown local artists in the 

embassy lunchroom, they asked Holly to 
screen the artwork. She worked with Alberto 

Ramirez in the USIA office. He found the canvases 
and set the selling price with the artist. When Holly 

turned down a submission, Alberto could shrug 
hopelessly to the painter and say, “La Senora ...” It 

worked perfectly for everybody. 
One morning the first week in Februaiy, Ben said, 

“Luis in my office asked if the nephew of tire sister of 
tire mother of a friend of his could bring in a painting 
for the lunchroom. I think he’s coming to USIA 

today — Jaime Cabello.” 

“Good. I’ll look for it.” 

That evening he asked, “Did Jaime bring in his 

picture?” 

“Yes, he did. I turned it down.” 

"You turned it down? But that’s why I told you he 

was bringing it in.” 

She whirled around. “I choose paintings on merit, 

not recommendation, not even by you. It was awful.” 

“Awful. How awful?” 

“No originality, no skill. It was a copy of those pic¬ 

tures in the markets of a river and a sunset. His colors 

were garish, all wrong, solid, no shadows. It did not 

belong on the lunchroom walls.” 

“That isn’t exactly a gallery of Van Goghs you have 

in there.” 

She flushed. “No. It was never intended to be. 

There are new artists. But they’re fairly decent pic¬ 

tures. And there’s variety... for all tastes. Yes, I would 

love to discover a great painting. A painting with the 
colors right. I’d take a commonplace or ugly subject if 

the colors were right. “Painting is nothing but color 

-— one right color by the next right color and so on.” 
“So you’d take an ugly subject if the colors were 

right?” Ben was angry. “Did you know Jaime is only 

17? He works to help his aunt and her four children 

— they all live in one of the worst barriadas. For 

extra money he paints and sells his pictures in that 

outdoor market on the way to the airport.” 

“If I chose pictures because the artists were wor¬ 
thy, every amateur in Lima would be represented.” 

Ben continued, “And those ‘wrong colors’ of his. 

Maybe his buyers need garish colors to liven up this 

gray city in the winter. Holly, you have more good 

taste than almost anyone I know, and I enjoy the 
beauty of the home you always make for us, but must 

you be — so eternally superior?” Their conversation was stilted for the next two 

days. Superior! And of course she remem¬ 
bered — as much as she wanted to forget — 

tire first valentine he had given her. They had been 
married three months, and he had given her a pearl 
ring that she loved plus an enormous valentine — the 
size of a huge restaurant menu — with the inscrip¬ 

tion, “My heart is yours.” Below blazed a red satin 
heart as thick as a pincushion. Inside was printed the 

most sentimental, rhyming poem she had ever read. 

She had looked up. 

“Well, Ben, this is very sweet, I’m sure, but isn’t it 

more for high schoolers? We are a little more mature 

than this.” 

“Oh ... right you are.” 

But before her eyes she had seen some facet of 

Ben seal itself away as surely as if concrete had been 

poured. 
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It was hopeless. How could she expect him to understand 

what she was trying to say when she, always so full of 

words, couldn’t articulate it herself ? 

Superior? After a few days she went to Alberto. 

“If you can get back that painting of Jamie 

Cabello’s, I’d like to display it.” When the 

picture came in, she didn’t try to hide it in a back 

comer, but hung it in the most prominent place 

and waited for the comments. After one day, some¬ 

one bought it. 

She asked Alberto, “Who bought the Jamie 

Cabello picture?” 

He looked it up and with a big smile announced, 

“It was the senor ... your husband.” That night she 

said to Ben, “I really don’t try to impose my ideas 

about art. I try to select a variety of reasonably good 
paintings. ...” 

“Holly, Holly, it’s not like you to beat a subject to 

death. I had absolutely no right to interfere with 

your job. I was wrong. But you did a good thing. 

Now Jamie has a sign in front of his paintings at the 

market, “Exhibits at the American Embassy.” 
“So, depending on the political situation, that 

may help him sell.” She smiled. “And you did a 
sweet thing to buy the picture right away and spare 

me more embarrassment.” 
Now she could lead into the subject she wanted. 

“Do you remember that first valentine you gave me? 
That sentimental one? I wish I still had it.” 

“Really? I didn’t think you liked it much.” 

“Well, no. But people do change, mature more, 

people see things differently. After all, that was six 

years ago.” 

“They’ve been good years, Holly. Very good 

years.” 

It was hopeless. How could she expect him to 

understand what she was trying to say when she, 

always so full of words, couldn’t articulate it herself? 

Besides, where could he get another syrupy valen¬ 

tine? Can his aunt in Massachusetts airmail him a 

valentine with plenty of drivel in it? Or could he 

write one himself? No. He might buy a slushy valen¬ 

tine, but he would never write one. She couldn’t 

even understand why it had become so important to 

her. 

Certainly she and Ben had their share of fun and 

laughs together. Why did she miss that corny, zany 

part of him? It was such a small part of him. But she 

wanted it back. It was like the tiny missing piece of a 

jigsaw puzzle that shouldn’t matter but turns out to 

be part of the face. It was like the skipped chapter in 

a book that you find at the end you must go back 

and read if you are to comprehend the author. She 

wanted to crack open that cement seal. She wanted 

to release that special nonsensical exuberance. On Valentine’s Day, Ben came home early 

from the embassy. Her present for him — a 

silver letter opener topped by a Peruvian 

coin — lay wrapped on the table. He carried the 
usual Valentine package in his big hands, maybe it 

was the crystal llamas she had admired. 
He handed her the gift. “Your valentine.” 
The package measured about eight inches 

square and two inches deep. Not the llamas. She 
ripped off the paper. A flimsy, gray cardboard box 

almost crumpled in her hands. She lifted the lid. 
Inside lay a gaudy red ceramic ashtray shaped like a 

heart. In black lettering was the phrase, “Mi 

Corazon Es Tuyo,” Spanish for “My Heart Is 

Yours.” He had understood. For all her garbled 

words, he had understood. And he had somehow 

found — maybe at Jamie’s market — this wonder¬ 

fully tacky, crude red heart ashtray, this valentine 

message. 

Ben said, “It’s certainly ugly, but I think the 

color is right.” 

And the sound of cement cracking could be 

heard in the land. ■ 
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POOR 

SHARPLESS 

BY DOUGLAS A. GRAY M Washington, 

15 November 1898 

r. Scott: 

As instructed, I have reviewed the last several 
months’ correspondence from our Consul in Nagasaki 

with an eye to discovering, as you 

put it to me, “what ails Mr. 

Sharpless.” Though at first this task 
seemed quite routine, if not 

tedious, I soon found several relat¬ 
ed messages, all referring to an 

apparendy simple matter regard¬ 

ing a citizen’s welfare (which, 

indeed, Mr. Sharpless handled 
admirably well). I also noted that 
the first reports we have of Mr. 

Sharpless’s unusual behavior fol¬ 
lowed soon after diis seemingly 
mirror incident. 

I thought drat reviewing these 

Douglas A. Gray, a FSO, is the 

press officer in the Bureau of 

Political-Military Affairs in the State Department. He 

has served in Barranquilla, Colombia; Mexico, 

Nicaragua and in Washington in the Bureau of Inter- 

American Affairs. This piece is based on Giacomo 

Puccini’s 1904 “Madama Butterfly,” the only opera that 

features a consular officer character in a singing role. 

Mr. Sharpless is the American consul in Nagasaki. 

messages, which I have arranged in the order drey were 

received, might be informative. My recommendation 

follows. 

Richardson 

Nagasaki, 7 April 1898 

Sir: 

I have lately been made aware 

of the existence in my district of an 

American citizen whose present 

welfare is in doubt, and ask the 

Department’s concurrence for the 

steps proposed in this message. 
Some two years ago, Sorrow 

Pinkerton, son of Lt. Benjamin 
Franklin Pinkerton of the USS 

Abraham Lincoln, and so an 
American citizen according to the 
definition in Section 1993, 

Revised Statutes, was born in 

Nagasaki. His motirer, who named 

him drrough a strange conceit of 

her own, has so far provided a loving home for him, 

though she is now nearly destitute. Pinkerton has since 

remarried and does not yet know of his son’s birth. He 
and his wife, aboard die Abraham Lincoln, will shortly 

be in Nagasaki. 

I have written to Pinkerton to propose that he and 

his wife adopt his son. Though diis may seem bold, I 
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feel I act in the best interests of the child, who I am 
bound by my duty to protect. I once warned the young 

Lieutenant that his hasty actions would lead to no good. 

I thus feel justified in bearing the sad tidings I prophe¬ 

sied. I hope Pinkerton is now man enough to accept the 
consequences of his youthful rashness. 

One tiring troubles me. I fear die mother may yet try 

to keep the child as a desperate attempt to hold the 

father also. She is much seized with the idea tiiat 
Pinkerton will return to her, taken as she was, and as is 

not uncommon here, at a most impressionable age. In 

fact, she has rejected at least one promising offer of mar¬ 

riage from a prominent and wealtiiy merchant, prefer¬ 

ring her belief in Pinkerton’s return. Her noble birth 

may also contribute to her pride, and pride is a vice even 
of the most degraded. A little reason and reflection, how¬ 

ever, should make her see the wisdom of the course I 

propose, as should the love she bears for die child. 
Sharpless 

NAGASAKI — MAY 2 — UNFORESEEN 

EVENTS DEMAND URGENT RESPONSE MY 

REQUEST RE PINKERTON APR 7 STOP DETAILS 
FOLLOW STOP ABSENT REPLY MAY 5 LATEST 

WILL PROCEED AS OUTLINED STOP IMMEDI¬ 
ATE REPLY ESSENTIAL STOP SHARPLESS 

Washington, 6 May 1898 

Mr. Sharpless: 

It is not the usual practice of this Department to con¬ 
firm the acts of its Consuls when these are obviously cor¬ 

rect, particularly when die normal delays occasioned in 

such confirmation preclude in most instances a reply 

before diose acts must of necessity have taken effect. 

At your specific request and in this particular 

instance, we will assert that all the actions you propose 

in your message of April 7th, motivated as they must be 

by considerations of die best interest and welfare of a 

fellow citizen, appear to be manifestly correct. 
Scott 

WASHINGTON — MAY 9 — REGRET DELAY 

RESPONDING YOUR MAY 2 STOP FILE OUT FOR 

ACTION STOP PROPOSED ACTIONS APPEAR 

CORRECT STOP FULLER REPLY FOLLOWS STOP 

Washington, 30 May 1898 

Sir: 

' In your office’s accounts for the last month there 

appears an expenditure for a cable of die 9di to die 

consulate in Nagasaki. This cable appears to reiterate 

die substance of an earlier instruction sent to the same 
consulate on the 6th. 

I am compelled to remind you that such an occur¬ 

rence should not be allowed to happen in future. 
Scott 

Nagasaki, 2/3 May 1898 

Sir: 

The situation in the case of Sorrow Pinkerton is 

completely changed. His mother is dead, a suicide. 

Unless I receive a response to my message of April 7th 

by die 5di, I shall audiorize Lieutenant and Mrs. 
Pinkerton to proceed to die United States with their 

adoptive son. 

I am frankly at a loss to explain this tragedy. 1 
thought I had prepared the mother for this shock, even 
though she was at first most reluctant to accept die situ¬ 
ation. Perhaps if I had been more determined to make 
her see, if I could have found die time to visit her once 

more, this might not have happened. Surely she would 
have seen die wisdom and the necessity of the course 

of action I proposed. 

I have spent a sleepless night drafting this mes¬ 

sage, turning over in my mind the day’s events. I can¬ 

not see how I could have acted otherwise. I trust the 

Department will soon ratify the actions I took in the 

performance of my duties. 
Sharpless 

Washington, 27 June 1898 

Mr. Sharpless: 

We are somewhat puzzled to have received three 

separate messages on die subject of young Pinkerton, 
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particularly when all your actions in the matter were 

perfectly consistent with your duties. I need not remind 
you that those duties, in the broadest terms, are the 

protection of our citizens and the furtherance of their 

commercial interests, the latter especially important in 
an expanding port city such as Nagasaki. 

The tone of your last message on this matter, how¬ 
ever, compels me to restate the Department’s approval 

of your course of action. Please bear in mind that we 

consider the whole business closed as of May 6th, as 

stated in our message of that date. 

Scott 

Nagasaki, July 151898 
Sir- 

Having researched into and reflected upon the situ¬ 
ation of this country, I feel it proper to put the results of 

my studies into a message. I hope those who may read 

it find it enlightening. 

Japan was completely shut off from the world for 
over 200 years before Commander Biddle touched at 

Uraga Harbor in 1846. It has seen nothing but change 

since. Imagine all the changes America has experi¬ 
enced in the 30 years since the end of the Civil War. 
Now imagine all these changes taking place in, say, tire 

Europe of the Middle Ages. If in addition one includes 
the effects of an alien religion’s incursions and political 

progress from the most strict feudalism to a rudimenta¬ 
ry form of parliamentary democracy in scarcely 20 

years, tire force of these changes appears absolutely 
amazing. 

These speedy changes have left some strong tradi¬ 
tions in their wake. Western dress is still a novelty and 
our customs still odd here after 40 years and more. 

Above all, many people still hold to an ancient concep¬ 

tion of duty that is both strange and compelling. 

The woman of a prominent family of a century 

ago, upon her marriage, lived completely for and 

through her husband, his family and her sons. The 

match, seldom for love, was often arranged through 

third parties. Still, history and popular legend afford 

countless examples of extreme fidelity to the mar¬ 

riage bond, even unto death. 

Nothing has changed as much in this society over 

the past 30 years as the institution of marriage. And 

nothing has remained more constant than the ideal of 
duty. 

Nagasaki, if it wished to see, had a perfect example 

of the collision between traditional duty and modem 

influences in the case of Sorrow Pinkerton to which my 

recent messages have so often referred. What more 
natural course for the mother but to give up both him 
and his father? And yet the poor woman was moved to 

ritual suicide, piercing a vein in her neck with a knife 

that was once her father’s. 

Perhaps, before 1882, she would have continued to 
live as a sort of concubine, but that condition has not 
been honorable here since then. Her own family, 

shamed by her dutiful conversion to her husband’s reli¬ 

gion, cut her off completely. She was, I have learned, 
free to remarry, since her marriage to Pinkerton was 
never officially entered in the family register. Yet, when 

such a step was suggested to her in my presence, she 

laughed it off with a sadly mistaken reference to 
divorce as practiced in America. Remember, also, that 
she lived entirely for her son. The fife of an illegitimate 

stepson in another husband’s household would have 

been by no means a comfortable one. 

At the end, she was incapable of accepting either the 
Western ways so foreign to her very nature or the ways 
of modem Japan so foreign to her ideal of duty. She 

had no other choice. Those for whom she had lived 

were gone. Her love compelled her, her duty com¬ 
manded her, to take her own life. 

It is clear to me now that these people can never live 
like us, nor can we live like them, try as we may to 

understand and adapt to each other. The ocean 

between us is too wide, and the storms too frequent, for 
even the sturdiest ships, guided by the most honorable 
intentions, to cross. 

Our impersonal commercial and political interests 

here may well thrive. But from the blind collision of our 

cultures, the best we can hope for is to avoid tragedy. 

Sharpless 

Washington, 8 September 1898 
Mr. Sharpless: 

While we found your message of July 15th interest- 
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Note, seldom an hou r passes when 

I do not think of the unbridgeable gulf that separates 

me from the people here. 

ing, we must remind you to confine your future com¬ 
munications with the Department to those more 

directly relating to your immediate duties. 
In this regard, we must report the receipt of a dis¬ 

turbing complaint about your behavior to the offi¬ 

cers and crew of the Mercury, a merchant ship that 

called on Nagasaki three months ago. The Master of 

that vessel said you were “short and surly” during 

your regular visits. 

We realize the press of Consulate business in a 

busy, expanding port places extraordinary demands 
on the officers responsible for its prosecution. 

Please remember that your duties as a representa¬ 

tive of your Government also demand that your con¬ 

duct at all times reflect favorably on that 
Government. 

Scott 

Nagasaki, 3 October 1898 

Sir: 

I do confess that I have allowed the pitiable 

events of the Pinkerton matter to interfere with the 
performance of my other duties. Perhaps my out¬ 

burst on the Mercury was uncalled for. It was just 
that young, cocky Lieutenant who reminded me so 

much of Pinkerton that I was compelled to remind 

him, and the rest, that they should behave as hon¬ 

ored guests here, not — as so many do — as cus¬ 

tomers in some exotic brothel. 

These merchantmen, aimlessly crossing the seas, 

stopping now here, now there, like some new species 

of butterfly — what can they know of the places they 

visit? What did I know of this place when I first 

arrived? It was easy enough then to lose myself in my 

duties, visiting ships, dining with traders, carrying 

out our treaty rights. Now, seldom an hour passes 

when I do not think of the unbridgeable gulf that 

separates me from the people here, or the equally 

deep divisions opening between their present and 
their past. 

I did nothing other than my duty. That duty was 

to protect, to provide for, to nourish a pool' woman’s 
sorrow. True, I did not create that sorrow. But I was 

responsible for it even so, responsible for what it 

moved her to do out of duty. 
I will apply myself again to my duty. But how can 

I hope to reconcile my duty with this alien land, its 
people and their duties? Inevitable collisions happen 

ever)' day around me, no matter how I tiy to stop 

them. Japan is far from home, and would be so even 

if home were closer. I am alone here with my duty, 
even when I am with friends. Perhaps a rest would 

help. A short, peaceful rest. 
Sharpless 

Washington, 15 November 1898 

Air. Scott: 

Having read the foregoing, and the separate 

reports of Mr. Sharpless’s increasingly erratic behav¬ 
ior, I am sure you will agree it is past time for him to 

have his rest. If he cannot be relieved at once, per¬ 
haps one of our other Consuls could attend to busi¬ 

ness at Nagasaki in the interim. 
Richardson 

Washington, 23 November 1898 

Mr. Richardson: 

Relief is quite out of the question. We have nei¬ 

ther the time nor the money for it, nor to support a 

redundant Consul in Nagasaki. If poor Sharpless is 

homesick, he’ll just have to put up with it. Should’ve 

thought of that before he left home. 
Scott ■ 
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SPRING MEN, 

WINTER CHILDREN 

T he ramp of landing craft 1658 swung 
down onto the steel causeway and 

the 65 sailors filed off in random 

—order. They straggled down the grid 
ramp, arms swinging, boondocker boots thumping, 
and hit the beach. It was their first time on land in 73 

days. Four marine-green trucks 

idled on the dirt road a few yards 

from where the causeway met the 

sand. The trucks were to take the 
sailors into a ravaged district of 

Beruit. The city that stood, white, 

a few miles in the distance. To 
their left stood the airport, which 

was taking few planes. The sailors 
were going to rebuild an orphan¬ 

age that had been razed by enemy 
guns. No one was quite sure 
which enemy was responsible. 

The faces and the eyes of the 
young sailors shone with exuber¬ 

ance. The faces and eyes of tire 
older sailors were resigned to the 

task. 

BY D. J. DONOGHUE 

D.J. Donoghue served as a communicator in Guinea- 

Bissau, Stockholm and Zagreb, resigning in 1993 to 

concentrate on writing fiction, His first story was 

published in 1993 in the literary magazine, Dogwood 
Tales. This story is based on a true story of an 

orphanage in Beirut in 1983. 

Each night, from the ship, they had seen the fires. 
They had all watched the small fires, hundreds of 

them, fires that lit the blacked-out city like so many 

human offerings. They were the fires of the refugees, 

the displaced ones with no roof over their heads, 
charred rabble beneath their feet and fires made from 

the clothing and possessions of 

tlie dead to heat their food, stolen 

canned goods. 
The sharp golden glow of the 

fires fused with the black night 

and the brilliant red of the tracer 

rockets that rained down from die 
green mountains diat ringed the 

city. And the tracer rockets 
exploded widi light, turning night 
to day, so drat others could better 
aim different, more deadly, rock¬ 
ets into die chosen pocket of rebel 

resistance. Yes, more light, to con- 
rinue the fight, fight at night, but 

diese nightlights offered no com¬ 

fort to the refugee children. 

Each of the young sailors felt 
the stirrings of anticipation as he clambered up on the 

track. They had all played army as children, with their 

ray guns and water pistols, and now they were going to 

see the real thing. They were going to see a battle¬ 

ground, instead of hearing or reading about it. And 

they were going to do something good. For the 

rebuilding of an orphanage was a good thing. 
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The sailors, old and young, were similarly clad in 

blue dungarees, thin blue chambray shirts that itched, 

and four-pound black boots. They had white caps on 
their heads. Pete Freeman, 19, a one-year veteran of 

the Navy, sat with his thin legs crossed as he bounced 
on the wooden side bench of the truck that was now 

moving too fast on a crater-filled road. Pete was skin¬ 

ny, with a baby-skin face and red hair cropped short. 
His ears showed full and stuck out from his head. 

“Jughead” was his nickname. His mouth was thin, 

almost lipless, and his clear, hard blue eyes had caused 

the high school girls to swoon. His hands, thin fingers 
from slender wrists, were wrapped around the wooden 

slats that formed the sides of the truck. Pete felt good 

about what they were about to do. Rebuilding an 
orphanage for helpless children was just what his 

country was all about. 

His thoughts and feelings about war were fresh 
from school. Historical textbooks, grandly written, 

told of battles and wars with poetic vision. There 

were victors and villains, heroes and monsters. Right 

could be counted on to defeat might. And good, 

backed by superior morality (and firepower), would 
rise above evil. Ike over Adolf, Black Jack took the 

Kaiser. Heroes were easy to identify and villains even 

easier to loathe. There was another war, when he was 

a kid, this Vietnam thing. But the historians had yet 
to break that one down into black and white for the 

unplowed minds of the students, while Pete was still 

in school. 

Pete didn’t want to exaggerate his desire to experi¬ 
ence war. He might not get it on this trip. His govern¬ 

ment had yet to classify this one as a war. They were 

merely “peacekeepers” performing a “holding action” 

to preserve a “cease-fire” and help prop up a “freely 

elected,” battle-weary Cabinet that less dian 10 per¬ 
cent of the people had actually voted for. The Cabinet 

had needed propping up before. 
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your family manage your finances. We offer a wide range of loans and credit plans with 
competitive rates and convenient repayment options. SDFCU offers low-rate personal and 
car loans, education and home equity loans, MasterCard, mortgages and more. Call our 
24-hour rate line at 703-706-5000 or 800-296-8882 for more information. 

Contact us for a LOANLINER® application, free “Overseas Service Guide” or “Member 
Service Guide.” If you’re calling from overseas, please let our staff know and you’ll receive 
priority service. If you’re an embassy or consulate employee, cable me credit union, or see 
your SDFCU liaison. 

Our financial services can make a world of difference to you and your family. 

State Department 
Federal Credit Union 
A tradition of service for over 55 years. 

1630 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 EQUAl HOUSING 

703-706-5000 800-296-8882 LENDER 

703-684-1613 (fax) 

48 FOREIGN SERVICE ] O U RN AL/AU G U ST 1994 



Focus 

Pete was told, repeatedly, that they were here to keep 
the rebels from gaining power. He was not sure exactly 

who the rebels were — there were three or four differ¬ 

ent sets of combatants here — but he knew that rebels 

were not good and certainly could not be trusted. There 
were a lot of rebels in die world, Pete knew, and not 
enough freedom fighters. It was tough to tell diem apart. 

In the newspaper photos he saw, these rebels and free¬ 

dom fighters, they looked die same. Wore the same 

garb, carried die same weapons, mouthed die same 

oaths. He couldn’t tell until he read the caption beneath 

die photo. That always cleared it up. 

The banter among the boys on the truck was light. 

Playful kidding and practical jokes. Moser taunted 

Peterson about the candy baskets he always was get¬ 
ting from his mother. Murphy and Johnson tied the 

laces of the forever sleeping Smith’s boondockers 

together. And everyone picked on Ernie Wallace for 

being so small, wearing glasses, and still being a vir¬ 

gin. A nasty hat trick for any man in the military. The crater-filled dirt road turned into pock¬ 

marked pavement beneath the truck’s wheels. 

The fields that had been desolate and desert¬ 
ed out by the airport were now filled with young 
women and children, the women with rags about 

their heads, sweating. It was very hot and they were 

harvesting fruit amidst the shrapnel. Old women 

wore black, with black scarves around their faces, 
walking on the side of the road, some mourning, oth¬ 

ers wailing. The men must have been busy else¬ 

where. They were not to be seen as the sun rose, 

higher and hotter. It was the time of day for the 
shelling to begin. 

The shells sang their song, their tenor and basso 

profundo quaking the earth. The chatter on the truck 

stopped. The young sailors looked about nervously. 

They listened. And they trembled, cringing with 
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every whine, whistle and blast. The shells sounded so 

close, yet landed far away. The women and children 
in the fields barely raised their heads. The women 

walking on the road did not miss a step. The old, 

black-veiled mourning and wailing women crossed 

themselves, and then continued to mourn and wail. 

They were getting close to the city. 
The trucks entered the sand white city and the 

road turned into a game of chicken as the driver 

swerved to avoid torn-up pavement and crippled peo¬ 

ple. Some buildings still stood tall, hot and white, lit 

by the rising sun. The Hobday Inn was still taking 
reservations, though business had fallen off consider¬ 

ably. Most of the buildings were incomplete, the 

upper floors torn off and the remaining walls jagged 

and crumbling. The parts of buildings that were no 
longer parts of buildings were strewn randomly about 

the streets and sidewalk. Old men, old and young 

women, and children wandered and dug through the 

rubble, searching for food, and for old friends. Older 

rubble was being rearranged to form new shelter. 
Recent nibble was still being excavated by interna¬ 

tional relief agencies in search of human beings. 

It was the smell that got to Pete. The only death 

smell he had previously experienced was the musty 

hospital smell of his dying grandfather. This air was 
filled with burning flesh and spent gunpowder and 

flies and mosquitoes and limestone ash. The stench 

was overpowering. 

They were moving through an area of the city that 
had recently been bombed. Today, it was not the 

chosen pocket of rebel resistance. The shelhng was a 

few miles away and the people had time to come out 

into the air and reload their sanity. The trucks 

slowed, navigating through the sea of human waves. 

The sailors saw legless torsos, arms without hands, 

and heads without necks or bodies being removed 

from concrete mountains. 

K 
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They saw a boy, about 6 or 7 years old, hobbling 
expertly on one leg and they saw a 30-ish woman with 

only one eye. Some people from the neighborhood 

were sitting along the side of the street. Eyes glazed, 

vacant, as die four tracks widi the squeaky-clean peace¬ 

keepers passed by. The presence of the tracks evoked 

no sign of acknowledgement from die people. They 

knew only that diey were not die chosen pocket of 

rebel resistance today, and that the orphanage had 
been rebuilt before. 

The tracks reached their destination and the sailors 

clambered down, somewhat shaken by what they had 
seen. Pete was relieved that they had arrived, the job 

was at hand now and he could focus on the mechanics 

of what needed to be done. The orphanage was a barren, refuse-laden lot. It 

had been completely razed. An entire building, 

including pipes and wiring, would have to be 

built. It would be more than a one-day job. Pete fell in 

line with the others and began to offload supplies and 

tools from the tracks. Some senior sailors and Red 
Cross types took charge. Order and organization was 

established. Pete was glad to receive some orders, 

relieved to deal with something that was familiar. The 

Navy, hurry up and wait. He brought a stack of two-by- 

fours over to tiie far comer of the lot. It was then that 

he first noticed the children. 

The future residents of the orphanage were 
milling about, unsmiling. They seemed neither 

expectant nor sad. As he came closer, Pete felt a 
twinge of fear in looking at them. It was not their 

clothes, for they all wore rags, and rags were the 
spring fashion this year in the Paris of the Middle 

East. And it was not the fact that they were barefoot 

and dirty, as this was no shoe-sale city and running 

water was scarce. It was their eyes. There was noth¬ 
ing in their eyes. Barren eyes, unyielding eyes, the 
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He pulled out a candy bar from his shirt pocket, removed 

the wrapper, and held it out to her. She came and took it 

from him quickly, devoured it in a nanosecond. 

vacuous eyes grandfather had after he died. Scary 

eyes. 
The oldest of die children appeared to be about 10 

years old. Pete realized diat anyone that age and 

younger had known only die war. Most had probably 

watched their parents die. And dieir brothers were 

probably up in die hills, members of one militia or 

anotiier. One of their brothers had probably killed 

another’s parents. 

A young girl, about 6, stood out from the odiers. 

She was pretty, or could have been, witii long, straight 
black hair, deep olive skin and a face diat would surely 

have displayed light if it had ever learned to smile. 

Pete thought of his younger sister, who was about the 

same age. This girl displayed none of the inquisitive¬ 

ness of his sister, none of die light. The girl stood apart 

from the odiers, moving a foot in a sweeping motion in 

front of her, pretending not to look at him staring at 

her. Queer thoughts struck Pete and he realized diat 
no homecoming queen contests awaited this girl. No 
frilly dresses and dances. No, it would be carnage vs. 
corsages, birthdays without cakes, youth without ever 

having been young, black nights filled with night¬ 

mares, red nights lit by tracer rockets. 
Dropping the two-by-fours, he approached her, 

stopped within a few feet and stared. She returned his 

stare, dropped down to pick up a rock and threw it at 

him. The rock hit him in the shoulder and it hurt. This 

girl had tossed a rock or two before. Pete smiled, bent 

over and rolled die rock back to her. She did not move. 

He picked up anotiier rock and rolled that towards 

her. She didn’t move. He picked up a smaller rock and 

tossed it high, from one hand to the other, and then 

tossed it to her. The comers of her mouth rose in com¬ 
prehension and she nodded. She picked up a rock and 

threw it to him softly. He caught it and tossed it back, 

underhand. Clumsily, her hands came together before 

the rock arrived and it struck her in die chest. Pete 

laughed and, angrily, she hurled the rock at him with 

all her might. He ducked and came closer. She backed 
away and looked defiant. He pulled out a candy bar 

from his shirt pocket, removed die wrapper, and held 

it out to her. She came and took it from him quickly, 

devoured it in a nanosecond. She smiled, a little choco¬ 
late-ringed smile, and Pete tiiought it was the most 

radiant thing he had ever seen. Shots rang out and began peppering die lot. The 

sailors ran for cover and the children assumed 
their accustomed positions. Pete grabbed the lit¬ 

tle girl and ducked behind a concrete slab. He held the 

girl tight to his chest, breathing hard. He was scared. 

The girl looked in control. The shots seemed to be 
coming from across the street, but he could see no 

one. The girl broke free from his death grip and tried 

to squirm away. Pete held her tight. 

The shots peppered the lot with an irregular 
rhythm. Fear was crawling all over Pete, a helpless 
fear. “How can I get out of diis?” he asked himself. He 
wanted to go home. He wanted the whine of the auto¬ 

matic rifles to stop. He didn’t want to rebuild the 

orphanage. He no longer wanted to see the real thing. 
His hands and knees, all of him, were shaking. The 

little girl was rigid, saying, “Ca va, ca va." 

The firing stopped. The echo of the whine of die 

rifles passed. Pete heard voices now, crying out in pain. 

Pie peered over the slab and saw Ernie Wallace lying 

about 20 yards away. He was crying and bleeding. Pete 

rose to his feet and the little girl tugged at his pants leg 

violendy, signalling him to get down. 

The first shot hit above the left knee, die second 

ripped through Iris upper right arm. The blood felt 

warm, but he felt cold. He gasped for air and 

watched the litde girl as she, silently, methodically, 

unsnapped his holster and removed his .45. Then she 

ran away. I 
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CARD-CARRYING MEMBER 

BY HAROLD RADDAY It was probably inevitable that Bob would 

join the American Association of Retired 

Persons, but he never imagined how quick¬ 

ly it would age him. 

It started two years ago, about two days after his 50th 

birthday. He got something in the mail from AARP. He 

just read the return address, noted the bulk rate postage 
and dropped the envelope in the trash. Junk mail. He 

didn’t say anything. 

Over the next couple of months 

he received more envelopes from 

AARP and threw them out with¬ 

out opening. What could they have 
to say to him? 

At some point, Ellen said, “You 

know, now that you’re 50, you can 
join the American Association of 

Retired Persons.” 
“Oh? That’s nice. But what do I 

want with a retirement organiza¬ 
tion?” 

“Joan and Larry belong. They 

get an interesting magazine, dis¬ 

counts on cruises and other bene¬ 
fits. And it’s only $5 a year.” 

“So who has time to go on 

cruises?” 

The next letter Bob received from AARP he 

opened and read. Ellen had been right. Numerous 

Harold Radday, a retired FSO, served with USIA in 
Brussels, Malta, Central African Rejmhlic, Kenya, 
Zanzibar and the Ivory Coast. Before retiring in 1989, 

he was deputy public affairs officer in Bonn. 

benefits and only $5 a year. 

But what did that have to do with him at age 50, 

physically vigorous and approaching the most fulfilling 

years of his career? So he trashed this letter too. But the 

letters from AARP kept coming. Last summer, around 

his 52nd birthday, he gave in. He sent $5. He received a 

membership card, put it in his wallet and forgot about it. 

Several weeks later, Bob drove with Ellen to visit 
their daughter at college. As they pulled up at the 

motel, Ellen said, “Are you going 

to use your senior citizen card?” 

“My what?” 

“Your card from the AARP. 

Motels sometimes give discounts. 

It can’t hurt to ask.” 

Bob walked into the motel 

office muttering, “I certainly 

can’t try to pass for a senior citi¬ 
zen. But I guess I can ask 
whether they give discounts to 

AARP members. And I am a 
member. How embarrassing can 

it be?” 
“Hi! I have a reservation for 

Duncan.” 

“Oh, yes sir. It’s right here.” 

“Do you happen to give a dis¬ 
count for AARP members?” 

“We sure do. Ten per cent.” 

‘That’s good. I suppose you’ll want to see my 

membership card right here.” 

“No, that won’t be necessary.” 

“Oh.” Could she tell by looking at him? Surely 

not. ■ 

A A TXT) American 
IJLATXL 3200 E. Can 

Membership Number 

,053246802 ,2 , 
Mr. Harold Rc 
1821 Montrose 
Cortland, MD 
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ARMCHAIR 

TRAVELING 

T7 
| or eager travelers too unwilling to brave 

the summer throngs of tourists or too 

lethargic to visit a travel agent, there’s 
—another way to take a vacation worth 

remembering this summer. Let your imagination do the 

walking by choosing among a plethora of new travel 

guides and memoirs. Enjoy the sights, die sounds, the 

smells, die sensations of a new 

land or a familiar city, without 
leaving the comfort of your ham¬ 

mock in the shade. All titles listed 
below can be ordered from The 

Literate Traveller, Beverly Hills, 
Calif., at 1-800-850-BOOK. 

Europe dominates as a favorite 

locale for travel writers and pub¬ 
lishing companies. 

If traveling by water is your 

desire, check out two new guides: 
Exploring Europe Btj Boat (Globe 

Pequot Press, 1994) and Deck 

With a View: Greece & Turkey 

(Link International, 1994). The 

first is excellent, detailing the fer¬ 

ries, cruises, canal barges and river 

boat trips available in Scandinavia, Russia, the Baltic 

Sea, the North Sea, the British Isles, mainland Europe 

A GLIDE TO THE BEST NEW 

FOREIGN TRAVEL BOOKS 

BY KAREN KREBSBACH 

Karen Krebsbach, the editor of the Journal, has published 

numerous travel articles and has traveled throughout 

South America, Centred America and Mexico, the 

Caribbean, West Europe, East Europe and the Mideast. 

and the Mediterranean. Written by Barbara Radcliffe 

Rodgers and Stillman Rodgers, this guide profiles some 

of the continent’s most famous waterway tours, from 
the Norwegian steamer Hurtigruten s 12-day run 

between Bergen and Kirkenes to the cruise ship toms 

of the Grecian isles. In addition to maps and photos 
(albeit black and white), the authors provide necessary 

phone numbers and addresses to 

plan a trip by water. 

More problematic is Deck With 

a View, one of a pair of adventure 
sailing guides by Dale Ward and 

Dustine Davidson that also 
includes Deck With a View: The 

Caribbean. Overly simplistic and 
poorly written, tins book also has 
an irritating tendency to clutter 

the large, empty spaces of beauti¬ 
ful photos with smaller snapshots. 
However, if sailing the Mediter¬ 

ranean by sailboat is a dream, the 

authors do a fair job of providing 

an initial planning checklist for the 

do-it-yourselfer sailor. 

Some might prefer to read 

about another water adventurer’s living dream. Hailing 

from the Arizona desert, writer Mort Rosenblum sur¬ 

prised himself when he ended up living on a 54-foot boat 

moored in the center of Paris, as he explains in The 

Secret Life of the Seine (Addison-Wesley, 1994). He takes 

the reader on a tour of die moody 482-mile river, 

France’s main artery, including profiles of the variety of 
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people who earn a living on or near the water. Indeed, 

it’s these stories that are the most compelling. 

Paul Hoffman, who tries to analyze his childhood 

forest in The Spell of the Vienna Woods: Inspiration 
and Influence from Beethoven to Kafka (Henry Holt & 

Co., 1994), begins by quoting W.H. Auden: “A culture 

is not better than its woods.” This memoir of this New 
York Times correspondent’s beloved forest, which he 

describes as “not cheerful, (but) sweet and melancholy 

at the same time,” is engaging and warm, and often 

equally sweet and melancholy. With a land mass five 

times the size of New York City s five boroughs, the 

Vienna Woods has a long history that Hoffman traces 
with some success from the first 14th century written 

reference to its modern-day struggles with encroaching 

suburbia, the Westautobahn and ensuing pollution. 

“Virago Woman’s Travel Guides,” the first featuring 
New York City, now has zeroed in on Rome and Paris 

to complete a trio. Designed for “women traveling — 
for pleasure or business — alone, with other women or 

with families,” these guides are unique in presenting a 

handful of pages’ advice to mothers and solo female 

travelers. However, only the Rome guide, penned by 
Ros Belford, is worth a second look, sprinkled with 

well-researched tidbits about women’s issues through¬ 

out Roman history and the biographies of famous 
Roman women, such as Victoria Colonna, the platonic 

soulmate of Michelangelo; and Vanozza Cattanei, the 
decade-long mistress of Pope Alexander VI in the late 

1400s. But while both books provide the requisite list¬ 
ings of museums and places to see in Europe’s two 

most famous capitals, neither guide is complete as a 
solo accompaniment to either city. 

When British novelist Tim Parks and his wife, Rita, 
came to Via Colombare in Montecchio for a short stay 

11 years ago, neither expected to put down roots for 

more than a decade, but stay they did. Parks’ delightful 
narrative of life among Veronians could make even 

Italians smile in recognition, for he appears to have 

captured the culture’s excesses and charms, without 

apology, in Italian Neighbors or A Lapsed Anglo-Saxon 

in Verona (Ballantine Books, 1993). 

And then there’s writer Lisa St. Aubin de Teran’s 

dream, which she carried with her through travels in 

South America, die Caribbean and Europe, of owning 

a casde “so huge that I could move from room to empty 

room without disturbing anyone.” And, oh yes, its 

required features included “a pillared loggia, a stone 

arch, a terracotta balustrade and a line of sentinel 

cypresses.” After three years of searching, she and her 
family found their dream casde in Umbria, a story 

beautifully chronicled in A VaUeij in Italy: The Many 
Seasons of a Villa in Umbria (HarperCollins, 1994). 

Her story of the restoration of the dilapidated Villa 

Orsola, which initially sported only a partial roof and no 
windowpanes, is also a tale of the bohemian lifestyle of 

this odd four-member family and a portrait of a tiny 

Italian village where “all things are made to be as enjoy¬ 

able as possible.” This is truly an Italian story. 
Many travelers would argue that Italy’s most roman¬ 

tic city is Venice, a fact editors John and Kirsten Miller 

banked on in compiling Venice: Tales of the City 
(Chronicle Books, 1994). This captivating pocket-sized 
collection of some of the best-known works about the 

“floating city of roads” includes works from Henry 

James, Thomas Mann, Jeannette Winterson, J.W. 

Goethe, Jean Paul Sartre, Lord Byron, William Murray, 

Lady Anna Miller, Casanova, Marcel Proust, John 
Ruskin, Orson Welles, Ezra Pound and Edith Wharton. 

Heading north to Germany, one of the best new 

guidebooks out about this country is Germany By Bike: 
20 Tours Geared for Discovery (The Mountaineers, 
1994). Author Nadine Slavinksi claims, “Germans’ love 

of bicycle touring both at home and abroad has made 

their country a true cyclist’s delight.” Slavinski details 

20 tours from 76 to 281 miles in length, all painstaking¬ 
ly precise, taking riders away from the autobahns and 

cities and redirecting them through picturesque vil¬ 
lages, and past medieval castles and lush vineyards. Pity 
that only black and white photos are included, but her 

tips on preparing for such a tour are priceless for the 

first-time biker. 
And if eastern Germany is your destination, veter¬ 

an travel writer James Bentley’s A Guide to Eastern 

Germany (Viking, 1993) remains one of the best tour 

guides on the market. He takes the reader into the 

region’s great cities of Berlin, Dresden and Leipzig, 

through the hometowns of such famous German 

greats as Goethe, Martin Luther and Schiller and 

into the remains of the former Nazi concentration 

camps. This fascinating account is jammed with his¬ 

tory, though is sadly lacking in maps and color pho- 
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tographs. No matter, Bentley makes eastern 

Germany come alive in the imagination. Surely one of eastern Europe’s most mysterious 

countries is Romania and Dervla Murphy’s 
entertaining memoir, Transylvania and Beyond 

(Overlook Press, 1993) remains one of the best-selling 

books on that region. Introducing Rumanians, 

Magyars, Szekelys, Jews, Gypsies, Saxons, Swabians 

and Serbs, Murphy takes the reader through the best- 
known of Romania’s three territories of Moldavia, 

Wallachia and Transylvania. 

Since the execution of the Ceausescus on Christmas 

Day 1989, Romania has embraced its new-found free¬ 
dom and Murphy was there to bear witness. And hers is 

a lusty, rich tale, for her adventurous spirit propelled 

her into situations avoided by most travelers. She is a 
worthy travel companion, from the first moments of 

the journey, when her backpack is stolen on a train, to 

the final chapter, where she notes the rage and disgust 

on consumers’ faces as they view embracing black and 

white models in advertisements in this, “Europe’s most 

racist country.” She successfully blends a travel writer’s 

trained pen with a reporter’s trained eye, rendering her 

prose both entertaining and educational. 

Probably one of the most challenging destinations 

these days is war-tom Sarajevo, but the well-informed 
tourist shouldn’t leave home without the Sarajevo 
Survival Guide (Fama, 1993). This odd narrow paper¬ 
back, complete with lively color photos of this barren, 

desolate city, is meant to take the “visitor through the 

city and instruct him on how to survive without trans¬ 
portation, hotels, taxis, telephones, food, shops, heat¬ 
ing, water, information, electricity,” notes the author, 

Miroslav Prstojevic. “It is a chronicle, a guide for sur¬ 

vival, a part of a future archive which shows the city of 

Sarajevo not as a victim, but as a place of experiment 

where wit can achieve victory over terror. ... This book 

was written at the site where one civilization was dis¬ 

mantled in the course of intentional violence and 

where another one had to be bom.” 
Achieving a tone that is part tongue-in-cheek, part 

sarcastic, part serious, this extraordinary paperback is 

both political and apolitical, literary and objective, 

shocking and poignant. Observes the author, “Sarajevo 

is a city of slender people. Its citizens could be authors 

of the most updated diets. No one is fat any longer. The 
only thing you need is to have your city under siege — 

there lies the secret of a great shape.... Sarajevans have 

lost about four thousand tons (400,000 citizens lost 

about 10 kilos each).” Tips range from home alcoholic 
beverages to shopping on the black market (“Gifts for 

your friends shoirld Ire useful”) to sightseeing: ‘The 

only inhabitants (of the zoo) still alive are two ponies 

and several peacocks.” Defining itself as “the first 
guidebook of death,” the book’s most intriguing part is 

its haunting color photographs, most of which do not 

have — and require no —• explanations. 

The newly independent Baltic states were bound to 

become targets for the adventurous traveler and several 
publishers have mshed to fill that need, with Jim 

Haynes’ The Baltic Republics (Zephyr Press, 1993) and 

a new addition to the famous “On a Shoestring” series, 
Scandinavia and Baltic Europe (Lonely Planet, 1994). 

As with all “Shoestring” books, this one is superb, offer¬ 

ing detailed accounts of affordable travel to, through, 

and out of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. If one is traveling east to Russia, five new books are 
recommended: Frith Maiers Trekking in Russia 

and Central Asia (The Mountaineers, 1994); 

Robert Greenall’s The Explorers Guide to Russia 

(Zephyr, 1994); and three of Paul E. Richardson’s 
books, Russia Survival Guide: The Definitive Guide to 

Doing Business and Traveling in Russia, Where in 
Moscow and Where in St. Petersburg (Russian 
Information Services, 1994). All five are excellent 

guidebooks, all aimed at different methods of traveling 

the region. Richardson’s three are jammed with details, 
including maps, phone numbers and addresses. His 
fifth-edition guide is the essential businessperson’s 

guide to the region, including listings for periodicals 

and directories that cover the area, listings for associa¬ 
tions and organizations and listings for U.S. lawyers flu¬ 

ent in Russian; it even supplies the latest on customs 

regulations and technical assistance contacts. 

While Maier’s book provides travelers with the how¬ 

to of trekking through Central Asia, Philip 

Glazebrook’s Journey to Khiva: A Writers Search for 

Central Asia (Kodansha International, 1994) provides 

the spiritual nourishment to understand that journey. 

His account of traveling to the fabled cities of 

56 FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL/AUGUST 1994 



Focus 

Maier’s account of his trip to the fabled cities of Tashkent, 

Bokhara, Samarkand and Khiva is eloquent and wonderfully 

satisfying, laced with historical and literary references. 

Tashkent, Bokhara, Samarkand and Khiva is eloquent 
and wonderfully satisfying, laced with historical and lit¬ 
erary references. 

Dozens of new books on Asia are flooding the book¬ 
stores tliis year. “The Travelers’ Tales” series, which 

defines itself as a new kind of travel guide that provides 

“inner preparation” for a country by soliciting travelers’ 

anecdotes, has two new Asian offerings: Travelers’ 

Tales: Thailand and Travelers’ Tales: India. Ironically, 

die Indian book is uneven, while die Thailand collec¬ 

tion, which won die 1993 Gold Medal from the Society 

of American Travel Writers, is superb. 

Eric Hansen’s The Traveler: An American Odyssey 

in the Himalayas (Sierra Club Books, 1994) would be 

unremarkable except for Hugh Swift’s most remark¬ 

able photos. Swift had spent 25 years commuting 
between the United States and the Himalayas, becom¬ 

ing a solo trekker and, eventually, a mountain guide. 
“The photos are Hugh’s legacy, windows onto an 

adopted world from which he never fully returned,” 
Hansen wrote about die late Swift. 

When Susan BrownmiUer left for Vietnam in 1992, 
shortly after the United States lifted travel restrictions, 

she took “one small suitcase, one carry-on and 2,000 

pounds of disjunctive emotions napalmed into (my) 
brain from a televised war tiiat won’t go away.” In her 
haunting memoir, Seeing Vietnam: Encounters of the 

Road and Heart (HarperCollins, 1994), die writer 
promises much, but doesn’t quite deliver. Interesting for 

its premise, but disappointing in its delivery, Seeing 

Vietnam is worth reading since it is certain to become 

one of die first in a long line of travel books on Vietnam. 

Moon Publications’ second editions of 1994 hand¬ 

books to Japan and the Philippines proves the populari¬ 

ty of tiiese Asian destinations with travelers. Both 

guidebooks, as wont of tiiis series, are excellent, though 

unfortunately only the Japan book has color photos — 

and not nearly enough to satisfy the reader’s cravings. 

One of the best-selling books of die region is still 
Norman Lewis’s An Empire of the East, Travels in 

Indonesia (Henry Holt & Co., 1993), which \isits the 
200-million-strong nation archipelago of 13,677 islands 

of the East Indies. Written with a novelist’s flair and a 

journalist’s penchant for facts, Empire of the East 

gracefully documents an intriguing region of die world, 
including a visit to one of the globe’s most remote 

areas: the highlands of Irian Jaya in West New Guinea, 

where die Yali still practice cannibalism. 

The best of a slew of books on China are Beijing Walks, 

written by Don J. Colin and Zhang Jingoing (Henry Holt 

& Co., 1994) and Caroline Alexander’s The Way to 

Xanadu, Journeys to a Legendary Realm (Alfred A. 

Knopf, 1994). The first is a straightforward, if somewhat 

simplistic, guide to one of China’s great cities. The sec¬ 

ond, a powerful and provocative narrative by the 
American-born Alexander, follows her quest to experience 

the places on diree continents that inspired poet Samuel 

Taylor Coleridge in his masterpiece, “Kubla Kahn”—from 
Inner Mongolia to North Florida to Kashmir to Mount 

Abora in Ethiopia. 
Few good travel books emerged on Africa in 1994, 

though the “Chronicles Abroad” series dispatched one 

on one of the continent’s most historically rich and 
mystical cities in Tales of the City: Cairo. This exquisite 
collection includes excerpts of works about die ancient 
metropolis penned by Budyard Kipling, Alexandre 

Kinglake, William Burroughs and Lawrence of Arabia. Travelers preferring to stay within the hemi¬ 

sphere can check out four new books on the 

Central American/Mexico region. Two coun¬ 

tries where North Americans often feel readily at home 

are the English-speaking Belize and the bilingual Costa 

Bica, die Switzerland of Central America and home to 

one of Latin America’s largest North American expatri¬ 

ate communities. Christopher P. Baker’s Costa Rica 
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These Peace Corps returnees contribute to a collection 

that recreates the wonder of serious travel for the 

adventurous, curious and young at heart. 

Handbook (Moon Publications, 1994) is chock full of 

everything you need to know about visiting this lovely 

country of tropical rainforest, prolific wildlife and 

friendly locals. It’s only problema? Too many tourists. 

Stacy Ritz’s The New Key to Belize (Ulysses Press, 
1994) provides a practical, if uninspiring guide to 

Central America’s tiniest country. Currently one of the 

world’s ecotourism hotspots, the country boasts the 

longest barrier reef in the Western Hemisphere, hun¬ 

dreds of caves and 2,000-year-old Mayan cities. 

Bruce Whipperman’s Pacific Mexico Handbook, 

From the Coast to the Mountains (Moon Publications, 

1994) is an excellent resource with 53 maps of Mexico’s 

most beautiful region, which boasts 2,000 miles of 
beaches, resort towns and famous archeological sites. 

Travelers’ Tales, Mexico, compiled by James O’Reilly 

and Larry Habegger is one of the few new books that 
captures die paradoxical Mexico of today. ‘There are 

many Mexicos,” the autiiors note in tiieir introduction. 
“Resorts lush enough for anyone, colonial silver cities, 
stunning desert beauty, jungles, brooding ruins, mod¬ 

em cities, murals die likes of which you won’t see any¬ 

where else. It’s a disturbing place, too, widi serious pol¬ 
lution, official corruption and population problems, but 
disturbing also in the best sense: You can’t go tiiere and 

remain die same.” 

Most places in Antarctica probably don’t accept 

American Express, but diat shouldn’t stop die traveler 

inspired by David G. Campbell’s lyrical travelogue, The 

Crystal Desert: Summers in Antarctica (Houghton 

Mifflin, 1994), even if, as die audior assures, die trip en 

route is “often uncomfortable and always dangerous.” 

Even in summer, diis land is a hostile environment, 

“beyond die edge of die habitable earth,” with precipita¬ 

tion 300 days a year. Yet, die fascination with such an 

untamed wilderness is captivating for Campbell, and tiiat 
fascination transmits to die reader. During this briefest 

of seasons, “Antarctica seemed to be a celebration of 

everydiing living, of unchecked DNA in all its procre¬ 

ative frenzy, transmuting sunlight and minerals into life 

itself, hatching, squabbling, swimming, and soaring on 

die sea wind.” observes the author. He watches die pen¬ 
guins stealing pebbles from each other, the elephant 

seals wallowing in dieir own oily excrement, the hump¬ 

back whales playing in die bay. This is a book about a 

land that still has not been conquered by humankind. Leave it to a group of former Peace Corps volun¬ 
teers to breach the subtie gap between tourist 

and traveler. Compiled by former Ethiopian 

Peace Corps volunteer John Coyne, Going Up Country 

(Scribner’s, 1994) is a rich collection of 13 essays of 

adventures in Ecuador, Kenya, Peru, Somalia, Japan, 
Senega], Mexico, Cameroon, Grenada, Hungary, 

Tanzania and Micronesia. These returnees passing on a 

legacy shared by the 6,000 volunteers scattered about 

the globe, continue to be a lovely, not-to-be-missed col¬ 
lection that recreates the wonder of serious travel for 

the adventurous, curious and young at heart. The 
essays are beautifully crafted widi distinct voices, are 
frequendy humorous and often profound. This is defi¬ 

nitely worth die read. An intelligent and idealistic lot, 
the Peace Corps writers offer eloquent, off-the-beaten- 

track commentary that focuses on people and culture, 

not sights and sounds. Some even provide insight into 

die isolation of Peace Corps life that few travelers could 

understand. John Givens, a South Korean volunteer, 

recalled in his essay: “One poor, isolated male volun¬ 

teer became so depressed tiiat his body refused to obey 

the most basic commands. Get up, eat, drink, pee over 

there, stop weeping, speak, roll over — till were beyond 

him. He went home early.” Luckily for readers, Givens 

and these other essayists did not. 

Women who love traveling may be especially enam¬ 

ored of Jane Robinson’s Unsuitable for Ladies, an 

Anthology of Women Travelers (Oxford University 
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Press, 1994), a collection of 16 centuries of travel writ¬ 
ing by and about women. Why should this collection be 

different than one written by the less fair sex? Because, 

as Robinson points out, “Men’s travel accounts are of 
how with what and where, and women’s with how and 

why.” Well, that may not be entirely true, and, unfortu¬ 

nately, much of this book is trivial and uninteresting. In 

fact, this collection reads like the leftovers of 

Robinson’s first offering, Wayward Women. 

Did you know that travelers over age 50 — now 25 

percent of the U.S. population — are the largest, 

fastest-growing segment of the travel industry and 

report the highest per-capita travel spending? Nine out 

of 10 Americans over age 50 are experienced, savvy 

travelers and this group accounts for one-drird of all 

travelers to Africa and Europe, according to Joan 

Rattner Heilman, author of Unbelievably Good Deals 

6- Great Adventures That You Absolutely Cant Get 

Unless You’re Over 50 (Contemporary Books, 1994). If 

you fall into this age bracket, and unless you have buck¬ 

ets of dollars to waste, do yourself a favor and check out 

this book, which offers cost-saving travel tips on book¬ 

ing a trek in India, a skiing trip to the Austrian Alps or 
an intergenerational family safari in Africa. 

This book is a useful guide for all seniors, from tom- 

group lovers to solitary vacationers, and includes 

addresses, phone numbers and exact prices for every¬ 
thing, including airfare, hotels and car rentals. 

And to help the traveler maintain a sense of humor, 

editors Michael and Lisa Cader have compiled a collec¬ 

tion of 600 witty tidbits in their book, But I Wouldn’t 

Want to Live There: Wicked Wisdom From Seasoned 

Travelers (Running Press, 1993), diat is certain to 

become a favorite travel companion. For example, why 

is it better to spend the summer swinging in a ham¬ 

mock and reading about travel than it is to pack up and 

visit the world in person? Why, as Paul Theroux noted 
in an entry, “Travel is only glamorous in retrospect.” ■ 
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Now IN PAPERBACK! 

The 
Absentee 
American 

by Carolyn D. Smith Describes the impact of over¬ 
seas living on Americans who 

spend some of their formative 
years abroad. Covers overseas life 
and reentry into the life and into 
the USA. Provides an in-depth 
view of the experiences and atti¬ 
tudes of repatriates. 

To order, send $10.00 US 
( $12.95 after Oct. 1, 1994) plus 
$2.50 for shipping and handling 

(worldwide, surface) to: 

ALETHEIA PUBLICATIONS, DEPT. F 

38-15 CORPORAL KENNEDY ST. 

BAYSIDE, NY 11361 

NYS residents, please add sales tax. 

MysteryBooks 
Whether you are across 
town or across the sea, 
we’ll ship your order 

in record time. 

Call 
800-955-2279 (U.S.) 

or 
Fax 

202-387-8252 

Ask for our new 
catalogue filled with 

hundreds of titles 

1715 Connecticut Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

V Call 
(or any 
A book 

Immediate shipment 
worldwide • Credit cards or 
check • AN books in print avail¬ 
able • Ask about our overnight 
gift delivery nationwide • Free 
monthly new title forecast • Mail 
orders welcome • Open 24 
hours every day 

1-800-255-266$ 
In CT or Worldwide 
(203)966-5470 
FAX (203) 9664329 

New From 

BRUNSWICK CTHE NEW 

onstitution of 
The Russian 
Federation 

With Commentaries by Russian 
and American Scholars 

Edited by Vladimir V. Belyakov 
and Walter J. Raymond 

English translation of the original 
text of the Constitution of the Russian 
Federation. Includes Dec. ‘93 election 
data, commentaries, and some historical 
information. A joint publication with 
Russia’s Information Agency-Novosti 
of Moscow. 

ISBN 1-55618-142-6 $16.00 Paper 
ISBN 1-55618-143-4 $40.00 Special 

Presidential Edition 
(overseas delivery additional) 

Brunswick Publishing Corp. 
P.O. Box 555 

Lawrenceville, Virginia 23868 USA 

The resource for information on 

UKRAINE 
The Ukrainian Research Institute 
at Harvard University offers 
summer and academic-year 
seminars for professionals and 
scholars, a summer institute for 
language and specialized study, a 
mid-career training fellows 
program, and a multifaceted 
publications program. In addition, 
the Institute includes a bookstore 
that distributes titles in Ukrainian 
studies from the Institute and 
other publishers, as well as 
dictionaries and textbooks on the 
Ukrainian language. 

For information on programs for 
academics and professionals, 
contact Barbara Rotger at the 
address below. 

For a free catalogue of Institute 
publications and all titles available 
from the bookstore, contact 
"Publications" at the address 
below. 

Authors interested in monograph 
submissions should contact Robert 
De Lossa; for article submissions 
(for the journal Harvard Ukrainian 
Studies) contact Andrew 
Sorokowski. 

==^a 11 
m. 

The Ukrainian Research Institute 
Harvard University 

1583 Massachusetts Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 

tel. 617-495-4053 

Look for the ad for 
4War and Peace With China ” 

on page 25. 
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“Roger Kirk and Mircea Raceanu, both of whom / know 
and greatly respect, have collaborated superbly to shed light 
on the bizarre relationship between the United States and the 
despotic regime ofNicolae Ceausescu in the late 1980s. Their 
narrative vividly portrays the extraordinary nature of that 
regime and the hazards posed to those operating within it. 
The authors... provide invaluable insights for our under¬ 
standing of, and dealings with, dictatorial regimes of today 
and tomorrow.” 

“In a lucidly written and lively narrative that is surely unique, 
Kirk and Raceanu complement each other brilliantly. Together 
they bring powerful insights to bear on events that prefigure 
the end of the Communist system in Romania.” 

—DAVID BINDER 

New York Times 

Also available from ISD: 
—LAWRENCE S. EAGLEBURGER 

former U.S. Secretary of Stale 

An ISD Book published by St. Martin's Press, Fall 1994, 
328 pp., notes, bibliography, index. Cloth $45.00. 

To place an order or request a catalog, contact: 
INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF DIPLOMACY • PUBLICATIONS 

Walsh School of Foreign Service • Georgetown University 
Washington, D.C. 20057-1052 

Tel.: (202) 687-8971, Fax.: (202) 687-8312 

THE UNITED NATIONS, IRAN, AND IRAQ— 
HOW PEACEMAKING CHANGED 
by CAMERON R. HUME 

An ISD Book, published by Indiana University Press. Cloth $29.95 

CHESTER BOWLES— NEW DEALER IN THE COLD WAR 
by HOWARD E. SCHAFFER 

An ISD Book published by Harvard University Press. Cloth $29.95 

ASSASSINATION IN KHARTOUM 
by DAVID A. KORN 

An ISD Book published by Indiana University Press. Cloth $24.95 
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JEWELL FENZI 
WITH CART- L. NELSON 

Married to the 
Foreign Service 
by Jewell Rnzi with Carl L. Nelson 

“Foreign Service spouses toiled in obscurity for decades. This 
is an excellent, long-overdue chronicle of their experiences.” 

—Congresswoman Patricia Schroeder, First District, Colorado 

“Every young person, male or female, who is considering 
joining the Foreign Service should read this book.” 

—Lawrence S. Eagleburger, former Secretary of State 

“This excellent book finally gives credit where credit is due.” 
—Patricia King, Pforzheimer Foundation 

Director of the Schlesinger Library, Radclijfe College 

August, 24 illus • 0-8057-9123-X / Cloth / $28.95 • 0-8057-9122-1 / Paper / $15.95 
Available from the Association of American 
Foreign Service Women, Oral History Collection 
5125 MacArthur Blvd. NW, Suite 36 
Washington D.C. 20016-3300 

Or call the publisher at 1-800-257-5755 (U.S. only), or write: 

TWAYNE 
PUBLISHERS 

a division of 
Simon and Schuster Macmillan 
866 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
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Intelligent, 
Insightful, 
Influential, 
Clear and Concise. 

There’s no debate when it comes to our Foreign Policy.. 
Ask Bill Clinton, A1 Gore, Mario Cuomo, 

David Gergen, and Madeline Albright (Jimmy 
Carter is still a regular subscriber, too). 
We’re almost certain they’ll all tell you that 
FOREIGN POLICY ranks at the top of their 
regular reading lists. 

It’s a fact of international affairs. FOREIGN 
POLICY is required reading for top political 
leaders, policy makers, journalists and scholars 
around the world. And for good reason.... 

FOREIGN POLICY was the first to reveal 
how the U.S. assisted the French in building a 
nuclear bomb...just how few Iraqis may have 
died in the Gulf War...the behind-the-scenes 
details of how close the U.S. and the former 
Soviet Union came to war over Berlin in 
1961...and the controversial story of the gov¬ 
ernment’s covert operation to manipulate 

Congress and the American people during the 
Iran-contra affair. 

As the quarterly journal of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, FOR¬ 
EIGN POLICY sets the standard for world- 
class journalism and analysis in international 
affairs. FOREIGN POLICY not only discusses 
the most critical international situations and 
crises of our time, but also provides feasible, 
reasoned solutions—solutions that have caused 
U.S. and international policy changes. 

At FOREIGN POLICY we know that great 
minds do not all think alike—especially when 
it comes to world affairs. However, great 
minds do agree that FOREIGN POLICY is one 
of the best forums to discover and discuss our 
differences so that sound, peaceful foreign 
policies can be encouraged worldwide. 

What others say about FOREIGN POLICY: 

“FOREIGN POLICY is a premier 
journal for those concerned with 
current affairs. It’s fresh, probing and 
balanced. I recommend it highly.” 

- Mario Cuomo 
Governor, New York State 

“...the most lucid argument I’d ever 
heard on the subject.” 

- Ted Koppel 
in an interview commenting on 
a FOREIGN POLICY article 
about U.S. drug policy 

“I’ve read FOREIGN POLICY 
for years. It has enriched my 
understanding of the world at a 
particularly turbulent time.” 

- Marvin Kalb, Director, 
Shorenstein Barone Center on 
the Press, Politics, and Public 
Policy, Harvard University 

FOREIGN YES, I want FOREIGN POLICY delivered to my door 

POLICY at a 39% savings off the regular subscription price. 
The tool for intelligent thought. □ One year (4 quarterly issues) just $19.95. 

□ Two years $39.50. Save even more! 

□ My check or money order is enclosed. 
□ Bill to my □ VISA □ MasterCard □ AmEx 

Send with payment to 
FOREIGN POLICY 
P.O. Box 56616 
Boulder, CO 80321-6616 

Account # 

Signature _ 
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Foreign postage: Canada/Mexico add $8/year; all others add SI 3/year. 
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DWARD JOHN BASH, 79, a retired 
oreign Service officer, died June 17 

at Humana Hospital in Fort Walton 
Beach, Fla. He had heart and lung 
ailments. 

A former resident of Arlington, 
Va., Mr. Bash was bom in Olmsted 
Falls, Ohio. He graduated from 
Baldwin Wallace College in Berea, 
Ohio. During World War II, he 
served in the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Mr. Bash joined the Foreign 
Service in 1947. He served in 
Havana, Rio de Janeiro and 
Stockholm. He retired in 1973 and 
moved to Fort Walton Beach, Fla. 

Survivors include three children, 
Edward John Bash of Washington, 
D.C., and Alec Shattuck Bash and 
Maiy Hamilton Bash, both of San 
Francisco, Calif.; a brother, Barnard 
Bash of Loudonville, Ohio; a sister, 
Florence Bash Grattan of 
Mendham, N.J.; and a grandson. 

SLATOR BLACKISTON, 75, a retired 
Foreign Service officer, died of can¬ 
cer June 7 at his home in Bethesda, 
Md. 

Mr. Blackiston was born in 
Richmond and grew up in Scarsdale, 
N.Y. He graduated from the 
University of Virginia. During World 
War II, he was a U.S. Navy pilot in 
the southwest Pacific and rose to the 
rank of lieutenant commander. 

He joined the Foreign Service in 
1947. For most of his service abroad, 
Mr. Blackiston was an economics 
officer. His assignments included 

the Netherlands, Germany, Haiti, 
Israel, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Jordan and India. During a 
tour of duty with the U.S. mission to 
the United Nations, he worked on 
Middle Eastern issues. He retired in 
1975 as the executive director for 
international environmental affairs 
at the State Department. 

Survivors include his wife, April 
A., and a son, Heath T., both of 
Bethesda, Md., and three grandchil¬ 
dren. 

LUCY THERINA BRIGGS, 64, a former 
Foreign Service officer, died at her 
home in Hanover, N.H., on May 23, 
after a long bout with cancer. 

Ms. Briggs was born in 
Washington, D.C., and attended 
Smith College. She later worked for 
the Department of the Army as a 
civilian and joined the Foreign 
Service in 1957. Her bureau assign¬ 
ments included Intelligence and 
Research, Consular Affairs and 
Inter-American Affairs with a brief 
overseas tour in Lima. She obtained 
a master’s degree in linguistics from 
Georgetown University and resigned 
from the Foreign Service to pursue a 
career in linguistics in 1970. 
She obtained her Ph.D. from the 
University of Florida in 1976. She 
taught linguistics, Spanish and 
English at the University of Florida, 
Dartmouth College, Boston 
University, Lebanon College, the 
Universidad National del Altiplano 
in Puno, Peru, and the Universidad 

Mayor de San Andres in La Paz. 
Survivors include her mother, 

Lucy B. Briggs; her brother, Everett 
Ellis Briggs; and five nephews and 
nieces. 

HERMAN I. CHINN, 81, a retired 
Foreign Service officer, died of can¬ 
cer May 24 at the home of his 
daughter in Denver. 

He was a native of Connellsville, 
Pa., and a graduate of Pennsylvania 
State University. He received a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in biochemistry from 
Fordham University and a doctorate 
in biochemistry from Northwestern 
University. 

Mr. Chinn retired from the 
Foreign Service in 1975 after 18 
years of service. His assignments 
included Germany, Iran, Sweden, 
Israel and Yugoslavia. Until 1982, he 
was scientific administrator in the 
life sciences office of the Federation 
of American Societies for 
Experimental Biology. 

He served in the U.S. Army and 
the U.S. Air Force during World 
War II and in tire Air Force Reserve 
until the 1960s, when he retired as a 
colonel. 

Survivors include his three chil¬ 
dren, Susan Messinger and Steven 
Chinn, both of Denver, and Nancy 
Chinn of Madison, Wis.; a sister, 
Sarah Chinn Kaiser of Bethesda, 
Md.; two brothers, Abraham Chinn 
of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Robert 
Chinn of Connellsville; and a grand¬ 
daughter. 
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IN MEMORY 

CeaVe your 

most 

important 

investment 

With the 

management 

professionals 

you trust. 
IRental and Management 

oj Tine ‘Properties in 

Northwest P)C, CheVg Chase, 

Pethesda and Potomac 

/ 

llllllllllllllllll 
A'/,’ 

Executive Housing 

Consultants, Inc. 
7315 Wisconsin Avenue 

Suite 603 East 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

301/951-4111 

“We care Jor your home 

as if it Were our oWn. ” 

HELEN E. GEEN, 84, a retired 
Foreign Service officer, died Feb. 26 
of a heart attack at her home in 
Cleburne, Tex. She served in 
Mexico, Canada, England, Sing¬ 
apore and Czechoslovakia, retiring 
from the Foreign Service in 1969. 

LESTOR D. MALLORY, 90, a retired 
Foreign Service officer, died June 21 
in Lake Forest, Calif. 

He was bom in Houltin, Maine, 
and received his early education in 
Oregon and Canada. He graduated 
from the University of British 
Columbia and obtained his doctor¬ 
ate from the University of California. 

Mr. Mallory last served as deputy 
assistant secretary of state for Inter- 
American affairs. While serving as 
ambassador to the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan from 1953-58, 
he was instrumental in preserving 
the monarchy and U.S. interests in 
the region during the Suez Crisis. 
He retired from the Foreign Service 
in 1960. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Eleanor M., of Lake Forest, Calif., 
and his son, Lester D. Mallory Jr., of 
Houston, Tex. 

CHARLES E. SALTZMAN, 90, former 
undersecretary of state, died June 16 
at his home in New York after a 
heart attack. 

He was a retired U.S. Army 
brigadier general and a former vice 
president of the New York Stock 
Exchange. He graduated fourth in 
his 1925 class at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and became 
a Rhodes Scholar. He left the army 
for Wall Street, returning to active 
duty in 1940. He retired from the 
army again in 1946, after serving as 
deputy chief of staff of Gen. Mark 
Clark’s 15th Army Group. 

From 1947 to 1949, M 
Saltzman was assistant secretary 
state for the occupied areas o 
Europe. He returned to the Stat 
Department in 1954, spending s’ 
months as undersecretary fo 
administration. From 1956 until hi 
retirement in 1973, he was a partne 
in Goldman, Sachs & Co. 

LOUISE J. SEEGER, 59, wife 
William A. Seeger, a retired execu 
tive officer of the Agency fo 
International Development, died o 
cancer in Troy, Mich., on May 16. 

She had accompanied her hus¬ 
band on assignments in Seoul, 
Monrovia, Kampala, Taipei, 
Bangkok, Accra and Nairobi. She is 
survived by her husband, a daughter 
and six grandchildren. 

CLYDE W. SNIDER, 76, a retired 
Foreign Service officer, died April 
27 of cancer in Rancho Mirage, 
Calif., where he had lived since his 
retirement. 

Mr. Snider graduated from San 
Diego State University and the 
University of California at Berkeley. 
He taught high school in San Diego 
before his World War II service as 
an artillery captain in Italy. 

Mr. Snider entered the Foreign 
Service in 1946 and served in 
Amsterdam, Madrid, Jakarta, 
Bucharest, Santo Domingo, Mexico 
City, Naha and Tegucigalpa. He was 
the principal officer in Naha during 
the return of Okinawa to Japan in 
1972. 

Survivors include his wife, Helen, 
of Rancho Mirage, Calif.; four chil¬ 
dren, Clyde, Martin, Peg and Ray, 
the latter a Foreign Service officer 
currently assigned to the U.S. mis¬ 
sion to the United Nations in 
Vienna; and two grandchildren. I 
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REAL ESTATE 
Diplomatic & International 

Organizations 
Personalized Touch in Real Estate 

Marghi Fauss 
REALTOR® 

Foreign Service Career 
Licensed Virginia Realtor 
since 1985 
National Historic Trust 
Certification 
Property Management 

Interest Rates are going up! 
But it is still a 

GREAT TIME TO BUY! 

McEnearney Associates, Inc. 
1320 Old Chain Bridge Rd. 

McLean, Virginia 
(703) 370-5571 or (703) 790-9090 

Fax: (703) 734-9460 
Toll Free: (800) 548-9080 

Property Specialists, Inc. 
A professional and personal service tailored 

to meet your needs in: 
• Property Management 

• Sales and Rentals 
• Multiple Listings 

• Real Estate Investment Counseling 

Our staff includes: 

Gerry Addison Joann Howd Donna Linton 
Steve Carey Robert Howd Fran Palmeri 
Donna Courtney Robert Thomas Bill Struck 

All presently or formerly associated 
with the Foreign Service. 

4600-D Lee Highway Arlington, Virginia 22207 
(703)525-7010 (703)247-3350 

Serving Virginia, Maryland and D.C. 

Diplomat 

. Returning „ 
to Washington? Properties 

House Hunting doesn't have to be a Hassle! Work with Anne Gomez 

■ 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS 

■ MULTIPLE LISTING 

■ BUYER BROKER OPTION 

Write or FAX Anne Gomez for a Free Welcome Kit. 
Diplomat Properties also Specializes in Personalized 
Property Management. 

Owned and Operated by a Former 
Foreign Sen/ice Family 

DIPLOMAT PROPERTIES, INC. 

3900 N. Fairfax Drive, #204 
Arlington, VA 22203 

(Near Virginia Square Metro) 
Anne Gomez, Broker 

(703) 522-5900 FAX (703) 525-4713 

Sales, Rentals, Investments 
Property Management 

D.C., Maryland, and Virginia 

Among Our 36 Agents The Following 
Are Foreign Service Affiliated 

John Baker 
Christina Griffin 
Josephine W. Holliday 
Mariella Lehfeldt 
Lynn Moffly Magruder 
John Y. Millar 
Janice J. Lyon Millar 
Robert SkifT 
John Turner 

iliiE 
MGMB Inc. Realtors 
Foxhall Square 202-362-4480 
3301 New Mexico Ave., N.W. Fax: 202-363-8954 
Washington, D.C. 20016 Write for free relocation kit! 



REAL ESTATE 

ON 

BALANCE 

WE ARE 

THE RIGHT- 

PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

TEAM 

TO WATCH 

OVER 

YOUR 

f P)J.R 
HOME 

III 1 PROPERTIES WE CARE! 

301 Maple Ave West 
Dogwood Building Suite G 

Vienna, VA 22180 
(703)938-0909 • FAX (703) 281-9782 

Residential Real Estate 
Sales—Management 

Cjxecufiue 

/Bocfyiny 

Gftfiernatiues 

Interim Accomodations for 
Corporate and Government Markets 

^Apartments, 
jtown/iouses £ 

Single Stamiltj Jfomes 

“FOR THE EXECUTIVE ON THE MOVE” 
* 

Locations throughout Northern Virginia and D.C. 
Units fully furnished, equipped and accessorized 

Many “Walk to Metro” locations 
Pet Friendly 

6082-C Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703) 719-0508 FAX: (703) 971 -7618 

Sales, Leasing and Property Management 

Stuart and Maury Inc. 
Realtors 

• Hands on management for over 35 years! 

• We’re not huge, we’re selective, we care! 

• Personalized guidance for all your 

real estate needs! 

• 1031 Tax deferred exchange specialists! 

• Monthly computerized statements! 

Call Susan Bader, property management 
specialist, for more information 

ice (301) 654-3200 
(301) 656-6182 

4833 Bethesda Ave. 
Suite 200 Bethesda, MD 20814 

Excellent references upon request 

It's not the only temporary 
executive housing in Washington 

that is service-driven. 
After all, since 1986, returning embassy personnel, military and 

other government employees and their families have been made 
immediatly welcome by our staff who genuinely care about making 
you feel at home. Our experienced staff work quickly to find the right 
accommodations and our hassle-free service is only a phone call away. 

Our beautifully furnished and decorated one, two and three bed¬ 
room apartments, townhouses or larger single family homes include: 
Fully equipped kitchens • Bed & bath linens • Color TV and clock 
radio • Local telephone services • All utilities • Maid services • Fitness 
centers • Pools • Security systems • Garage parking • Fireplaces and 

more! Let us help you find affordable 
, quality housing with the services you 

require, in a location you want. 

T “ v 

Corporate 
Executive 

| TEMPO RARY 
I S I N G 
 INC 

I Serving 
| Northern Virginia 

1 (800) 933-8367 
P.O. Box 176. Washington, VA 22747 
Fax: (703) 987-8122 



MCG 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

Former State Department 
Employee Stationed Overseas 
Understands Unique Financial 

Situation of Foreign Service 

Services Include: 
Retirement Planning 
Tax Preparation and Strategies 
Analysis: Insurance and 

Investments 
Lump Sum Retirement Options 

MARY CORNELIA GINN 
4550 Montgomery Avenue 
Suite 442N 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
(301)961-8500 
Fax: (703) 938-2278 

Securities offered through Nathan & Lewis 
Securities, Inc. 
Member NASD & SIPC 

Specializing in Montgomery County 

♦Leasing Promote and market 
your property; 
advertising; use of 
MLS; qualify tenants... 

♦Management Inspection; emergency 
and normal 
maintenance... 

♦Accounting Collect rent; pay 
mortgage, fees, taxes... 

Professional Property 
Management, Inc. 

2416 Blueridge Ave., #206, Silver Spring, MD 20902 

301/946-4333 
Fax:301/946-4220 

Ask our owners, 
they are our references. 

Hotel Suites 
420 North Van Dom Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22304 

(703) 370-1000 (800) 368-3339 
(703) 751-1467 FAX 

RENT OUR 
$99.95 SUITE AND 

GET FREE: 

Alamo Rental Car 

PC Modem In All Rooms 
Continental Breakfast 

USA TODAY Newspaper 
Fully Equipped Kitchens 

Exercise Room/Pool 
Happy Hour 

An OF THE ABOVE FOR LESS THAN 

THE GSA LODGING PER DIEM DAILY 

ALLOWANCE FOR WDC! 

ADVERTISING INDEX 
Automobile s 
American Service 

Center/32 
Chrysler/OBC 
D.B. Volvo/11 
Ford/2 
Martens/9 
Passport BMW/8 
Priority Assist/19 

Books 
Aletheia Pub./60 
Book Call/60 
Brunswick/60 
DACOR/25 
Foreign Policy/62 
Institute for the Study of 

Diplomacy/61 
Mystery Books/60 
Twayne Pub./61 
Ukraine Research 

Institute/60 

Exports 
Greenline 

Forwarding/IFC 
General Eleetronics/26 

Finance 
MCG Financial/67 
Money Concepts/23 
Shearson Lehman 

Brothers/9 
State Department Credit 

Union/48 

Insurance 
Clements & Co./l 
Hirshorn/IBC 
Jannette/18 
Unirise/35 

Miscellaneous 
Classifieds/AFSA News 7 

Real Estate i? Property 
Management 

Diplomat Properties/65 
Executive Housing/64 
J.P. Properties/66 
Long and Foster/16 
McEneamey Assoc./65 
MGMB/65 
Prof. Prop.Mgrnt./lO 
Prof. Prop.Mgmt./67 
Property Specialist/65 
Prudential/59 
Stuart & Maury, Inc./66 

Restaurants 
American Foreign Service 

Club/AFSA News 6 

Schools 
Camp Treetop/8 
Calvert School/ll 
Leysin/11 

Housing 
Barton House/4 
Corp. Exec. Housing/65 
Chase at Bethesda/39 
Chase at Ballston/34 
Exclusive Interim/24 
Executive Lodging/66 
Execustay/22 
Georgetown Suites/50 
Hotel Lombardy/18 
Inn at Foggy Bottom/51 
Oakwood/15 
Remington, The /14 
Remington/AFSA News 8 
River Inn/49 
West Park Hotel /35 
Virginian/27 
Winston House/33 
State Plaza Hotel/10 
Towers, The/67 
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YEMEN 

POSTCARD FROM ARROAD 
Dodging Scuds in Yemen 

BY LYNN A. MITTLER 

There was no way to predict 
that my 10 months of Peace 
Corps service in the Republic 

of Yemen would end the dramatic 
way it did. None of us anticipated 
that we would one morning be awak¬ 
ened by gunfire and anti-aircraft 
guns. 

The formerly separate countries of 
Yemen and South Yemen united in 
1990, but political divisions soon 
emerged and the southern leaders 
left the country, prompting South 
Yemen to press for independence. 
After several failed attempts at recon¬ 
ciliation, civil war broke out in 
earnest this spring in Dhamar, a small 
town south of die capital Sana’a. 

Dhamar is where I lived and 
taught English at die towns universi¬ 
ty until early April, when political 
activity became too unstable and 
Peace Corps volunteers were tem¬ 
porarily evacuated to Sana’a. We 
waited there for nearly a mondi, won¬ 
dering if we would be allowed to 
return to Dhamar and finish the 
semester or if we would be sent back 
to the United States. On the morning 
of May 5, we received the answer to 
our question, and the evacuation 
began. During this tense period, I 
recorded the following dioughts in 
my journal: 

May 5: The day started a bit early 
diis morning. At 5:30 a.m. a southern 
fighter jet flew over, rattling die win- 

Lynn Mittler is in St. Louis, await¬ 
ing departure for her next Peace 
Corps assignment in Gabon. 

dows and jerking me out of sleep; in 
less than five minutes all hell broke 
loose. Lots of shooting and anti-air¬ 
craft activity. I have never been so 
scared for so long in my life. Now, 37 
volunteers are consolidated at the 
Peace Corps country director’s house, 
waiting for details about evacuation. 
They have shot down a plane over 
Sana’a, and bombed die presidential 
palace and the airport in Aden. There 
is also ground fighting in the south. 
How did things get so bad so fast? 

We are sitting in the lower level in 
a tiny room away from doors and win¬ 
dows. It looks like we will be spend¬ 
ing a lot of time in this little room. I 
do OK for awhile, but when the 
shooting gets heavy, I get pretty ner¬ 
vous. I fear this barrage will continue 
all evening. People are not too 
diriUed about not having water or 
electricity, but spirits are still relative¬ 
ly high. 

May 6: 1 woke up to the biggest 
boom I have ever heard — a SCUD 
missile that didn’t explode. Most peo¬ 

ple can’t sleep. We are now at the 
Sheraton Hotel, where several hun¬ 
dred “official” Americans have been 
consolidated for evacuation tomor¬ 
row. The shooting has started again, 
although in this big place you can 
barely hear it, except for the anti-air¬ 
craft artilleiy diat you feel in the pit 
of your stomach. It is a constant 
reminder of what is really going on, 
even though we are in the comfort of 
the Sheraton, unlike die Yemenis. 

May 7: We are supposed to leave 
sometime soon on an Air Force C- 
130 transport plane. The entire Peace 
Coips staff has shown up to say good¬ 
bye. They were all extremely upset 
and a few had tears in their eyes. I, 
too, was on the verge of tears, saying 
final farewells to die Yemenis who 
have been so much a part of my good 
experiences in Yemen. 

May 8: As we convoyed in buses to 
die airport, I felt rather like a sitting 
duck, but I knew tiiat all too soon, I 
would look back on my 10 mondis in 
Yemen as a dream. Even though I 
sometimes complained about Yemen, 
I regret not having made a greater 
impact. I fear tiiat my abrupt and 
unexplained departure from the uni¬ 
versity did more damage than the 
good we have struggled for these last 
months. The fighting in Dhamar was 
reported to be heavy and destructive. 
I wonder how much is still standing. ... 

We are finally on the C-130s, 
crammed in like sardines, strapped 
down to webbed seats and sweating 
like pigs. But no one is complaining. 
We are going home. ■ 
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WILL THE PRINTS YOU BOUGHT 
IN PRAGUE BE COVERED IN BOMBAY? 

Some day, the pieces that stole your heart may be stolen from your home abroad. Chances 
are, if you bought your insurance overseas, you may not be covered for theft. And, if you were 
counting on the coverage provided by the U.S. Government Claims Act, you may be at a loss again. 
Because on paintings and pictures, including frames, the Government will only reimburse you up 
to $500 per item, and $3000 maximum per claim. On other items such as jewelry, furs, cameras 
and antiques, similar limitations apply. 

What’s more, the Government doesn’t base reimbursement on what it would cost you to , 
replace your articles. So you may wind up feeling as if you’ve been robbed twice. And, if you can’t 
prove that you exercised “reasonable care” in protecting your goods, the Government might not 
pay you at all. 

On the other hand, if you had the “all-risk” AFSA Plan-sponsored by the American Foreign 
Service Association-your insured possessions would be covered for the cost of their full replace¬ 
ment value and the issue of “reasonable care” would not be raised. 

The AFSA Plan has been specifically designed for members of the American Foreign Ser¬ 
vice Association on active duty abroad. Through the Plan, 
you can also get comprehensive moving insurance, 
personal liability insurance, fire and catastrophe coverage, 
and itemized valuable articles protection. 

So don’t wait until your best loved pieces wind up in 
some unknown places. Call or send for your free brochure 
today. 

THE As® 5A INSURANCE PLAN 
Don’t go overseas undercovered. 

The AFSA Plan is underwritten by Federal Insurance Company, one of the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies. 

AFSA Desk, The Hirshorn Company 
14 East Highland Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19118 
Telephone: 215-242-8200. 
In Wash. D.C. Area: 202-457-0250 

Please send me your free brochure that 
answers questions about overseas insurance. 

Name    

Address  

City    

State Zip  



EXERCISE 
YOUR 

DIPLOMATIC 
PRIVILEGE. 

AS a member of the Diplomatic Corps, you are eligible for special privileges whenl 
you order a vehicle through Chrysler s Diplomatic Purchase Program. They includj 
preferred savings, fast personalized ordering assistance and uncompromising ser 
with Chrysler's worry-free worldwide warranty. Perquisites appropriate to your ofl 

Choose from the full line of 1994 Chrysler Motors products: Chrysler, Plymouth 
and Dodge cars and minivans, Eagle cars and Jeep and Dodge trucks. 

Phone for personalized service Your Personal Advisor will order the model and I 
color you want with the equipment you want, and quote the official Diplomatic prij 
including all applicable rebates. Your Personal Advisor can also arrange delivery 
anywhere in the U.S. or to most overseas locations. In other words, we set you free 
of tedious details. 

If you'd rather, fill out and mail or telefax the card on Page II. You'll quickly i 
a catalogue for the vehide(s) of your choice. The Diplomatic Purchase Plan. It’s the| 
easy, money-saving way to start enjoying Chrysler’s many Advantages. 

^ CHRYSLER 
W INTERNATIONAL 

DIPLOMATIC SALES 
IN THE U.S., PHONE YOUR PERSONAL ADVISOR AT 
1-800-877-7083 or (516) 496-1806. TELEFAX: (516) 677-3701. 


