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PRESIDENT’S VIEWS 
Yes, It’s Dangerous Out There 

BY F. A. “TEX” HARRIS 

In what was probably the most 
painful and depressing act I have per¬ 
formed in my nearly two years as pres¬ 
ident of AFSA, I joined Acting 
Secretary of State Strobe Talbott and 
National Security Adviser Tony Lake at 
Andrews Air Force Base on March 12 
to meet an airplane returning with the 
bodies of two Foreign Service col¬ 
leagues. Jackie Van Landingham and 
Gary Durrell were murdered in a ter¬ 
rorist act in Karachi four days earlier. 
Accompanying them was a third col¬ 
league, Mark McCloy, who had been 
shot five times but, thankfully, sur¬ 
vived. 

Upon my return home, I read in 
that days Washington Post an op-ed 
article by David Broder, fittingly 
entitled, “It’s Dangerous Out There.” 
The tragic episode in Karachi could 
not have been a more timely or 
forceful illustration of Broder’s basic 
point: “The world is a dangerous 
place diat puts inexorable demands 
on this nation and its leaders.” 
America’s diplomats and Foreign 
Service professionals are its first line 
of defense in this dangerous world. It 
is, after all, thanks to the work of 
Foreign Service professionals in 
Pakistan that the alleged mastermind 
of the World Trade Center bombing 
— the worst terrorist act in American 
history — was recently apprehended. 

As I wrote to Broder, “Our col¬ 
leagues in Karachi and other Foreign 

E A. “Tex” Harris is president of the 
American Foreign Service Association 
(AFSA). 

An attack on any 

Foreign Service 

employee is an 

attack on ns all. 

Service personnel in danger spots 
around the globe deserve the fullest 
support of their government and 
their nation. The land of myopic and 
draconian retrenchment of our for¬ 
eign affairs capabilities now being 
contemplated by the Congress 
endangers not only our diplomats 
abroad. It endangers the welfare of 
all Americans, whose interests and 
security the Foreign Service repre¬ 
sents and protects.” 

I was deeply touched by Talbott’s 
moving tribute to the two slain 
Foreign Service employees, which 
pointed out their dedication and sac¬ 
rifice. He also said: 

“We are here today to pay homage 
to three members of the extended 
family of public servants who defend 
and advance American values and 
goals abroad, who do so with great 
skill, and who, all too often, so do in 
conditions of great danger. 

“Adlai Stevenson once said that, 
‘Patriotism is not a short and frenzied 
outburst of emotion but the tranquil 
and steady dedication of a lifetime. 
That dedication is never more pre¬ 

cious, or more poignant, than when a 
life is cut short, a body grievously 
harmed, a family devastated by grief 
— in tire service of our country.’ 
Thus, at this sad homecoming and on 
this sad Sunday, we honor as patriots 
Jackie Van Landingham, Gary Durell 
and Mark McCloy. 

“They volunteered to go to a far¬ 
away land, a country that is a good 
friend of the United States, but that 
like so many others, sometimes har¬ 
bors terrible enemies of its own 
interests, enemies of our interests, 
and enemies of humanity itself. 
Jackie, Gary and Mark undertook 
their assignments in order that their 
fellow Americans might live, travel 
and trade in what we hope someday 
will be a safer, more stable, more 
prosperous world. 

“We have been reminded yet 
again, vividly and tragically, that 
diose who work in our embassies and 
consulates face not only hardships 
but risk as well, including the ulti¬ 
mate risk. Men and women like 
those we honor today may not all 
wear uniforms or carry weapons, but 
they all serve our countiy as bravely 
— and as valuably — as their fellow 
citizens in the armed forces. An 
attack on any one of them is an attack 
on us all. 

“The United States will use every 
means at its disposal to bring those 
responsible for this cowardly and 
vicious crime to justice. However, 
this is a moment for the American 
people to express not only their out¬ 
rage, but their gratitude as well.” ■ 
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To the Editor: 
Recent statements by Sen. Helms 

(R-N.C.) asking why we need a Foreign 
Sendee (“Presidents Views,” December 
Journal) have prompted the Abidjan 
Embassy to take the senators question 
seriously, desening a serious answer. 
We have attempted to be as concrete 
;uid tangible and brief as possible. 

The role of the domestic agencies 
is to implement the law and regula¬ 
tions established by the Congress and 
the administrations. The domestic 
agencies serve as the primary source 
of expertise within the government in 
their respective domains. 

The role of the Foreign Sendee is to 
pursue abroad tire goals established by 
American law and by tire current admin¬ 
istration — to be tire agents abroad of 
the domestic agencies. Where domestic 
agencies are mandated to pursue objec¬ 
tives abroad, it is tire role of the Foreign 
Service to evaluate tire feasibility of 
those objectives, to propose tire strategy 
most likely to lead to their achievement 
and to assist in accomplishing them. To 
do tlris tire Foreign Service Iras need of 
various forms of expertise: 
■ Communication across cultures 

is not intuitive; it is an acquired ski]] 
which improves through practice, 
study and training. Tolerance for, and 
understanding of, other cultural prac¬ 
tices is built up over time. The under¬ 
standing of one culture is aided by 
exposure to other, related cultures. 
The evaluation of the views of foreign 
governments and societies depends 
upon the analysts experience in inter¬ 
preting foreign languages and cultures. 

■ Continuity of experience pro¬ 
duces improved understanding. 
Understanding one governments 
point of view can be greatly aided by 
working in a neighboring country on 
another assignment. 
■ Training in languages, cross-cul¬ 

tural skills and the techniques of diplo¬ 
macy requires a considerable invest¬ 
ment of time and money. The mastery 
of foreign languages takes years; it is 
not acquired solely in a classroom. The 
return on diis investment is lost if 
employees are returned to domestic 
service for long periods of time. 
Families also need time and practice in 
developing the ability to move from 
one culture to another and to live hap¬ 
pily within a non-American culture. 
■ Other countries have foreign 

services, trained to pursue their own 
national objectives. Would we use 
amateurs to compete with trained 
professionals? 

The personal element, represented 
by Foreign Service members, will con¬ 
tinue to be essential to the mission of 
the Foreign Service, even with modem 
communications developments. 
Demarches cannot be carried out by 
fax. If the United States does not con¬ 
sider a country or issue important 
enough to involve one of its diplomats, 
why should it be taken seriously? In 
diplomacy, the importance of an issue 
to a nation is indicated by the rank of 
die diplomat assigned die task of pre¬ 
senting views on the issue to the host 
government. How can the United 
States compete with countries that 
have a diplomat in place if we are not 

represented on die ground by Foreign 
Service officers? 

AFSA members 
U. S. Embassy Abidjan 

=r^5^= 

To the Editor: 
Susan Pearce writes in the 

February issue of die Journal on the 
corrosive impact of organized crime 
and government corruption in the for¬ 
mer Soviet republic of Lithuania. Her 
well-written essay leaves litde doubt 
that the strengdi of criminal activity in 
Lithuania has been due to die weak¬ 
ness of the central government. The 
subhead even alleges that organized 
crime is “overwhelming” die newly 
liberated country. 

There are encouraging signs, how¬ 
ever, that crime, while still a very seri¬ 
ous matter, is hardly catastrophic. 
Pearce lists a number of important 
steps taken by the government to 
curb criminal activity and hails the 
recent conviction of the killers of a 
crime-crusading journalist. 

Pearce commits one major factual 
error when she refers to Lithuania’s 
“deteriorating economy.” While this 
was definitely the case in die disastrous 
year of 1992, the economy has now 
turned the comer. The consumer price 
index has fallen sharply from a hyper- 
inflationary rate of over 1,000 percent 
in 1992 to about 50 percent in 1994. 
GNP growdi has also improved sub¬ 
stantially from a negative rate to close 
to 5 percent in 1994. The oudook for 
die current year, die fifdi in Lithuania’s 
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resumption of independence, is for 
continued economic improvement. 

Despite the pessimistic tone that 
permeates much of her article, Pearce 
presents sufficient evidence to show 
that the Lithuanian government is 
now reacting with skill and energy to 
the magnitude of the job still ahead. It 
can ill afford to do otherwise. 

Albert Cizauskas 
Retired FSO 
Falls Church, Va. 
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To the Editor: 
I read the article, “Kicking Around 

Nixon in Caracas” by Bob Amerson 
(JanuaryJournal) with great interest. I 
remembered my favorable impres¬ 
sion of then-Vice President Richard 
Nixon when he received Fidel Castro 
for a two-hour private conversation 
when Castro \isited the United States 
in April 1959. 

As Cuban desk officer, I, along 
with Wiley Buchanan, then chief of 
protocol and Vernon Walters, transla¬ 
tor, waited in the hallway outside the 
vice president's office during the con¬ 
versation, and recall that when the 
two men left the Gee presidents 
office to meet the press, they were 
conversing amiably and were in a 
relaxed mood. 

After Castro and his aides had 
moved on, Nixon asked the three of us 
to join him for a few minutes in his 
office, where he told us some of his con¬ 
versation with Castro: how he had 
talked to him “like a Dutch uncle” and 
had stressed to him the importance of 
not abandoning democracy and friendly 
relations with the United States. I recall 
that he then looked directly at me and 
asked, “How do you think I did?” 

I decided honesty would be the 
best policy and told him that even 
though I hoped he had an impact, I 
doubted that he had done much good. 

I felt that Castro seemed to have no 
real belief in or understanding of 
democracy and confused the applause 
and idolatrous reception he was then 
receiving from street crowds in 

Havana with democratic approval of 
his policies. The vice president 
clapped his knees with his hands and 
said, “That’s what I think, too.” I 
heaved an inward sigh of relief . 

I look at Cuba and Castro now 
with 20-20 hindsight and no apologies 
for U.S. policy. Nixon was undoubted¬ 
ly a powerful persuader, but Castro, 
mistakenly, was thinking of another 
star on which to hitch his wagon and 
unfortunately for both our countries, 
it prevailed. 

Robert A. Stevenson 
Retired FSO 
Naples, Fla, 

To the Editor: 
David Callahan’s article, “Assessing 

Clinton’s Foreign Policy” (January 
Journal) is an excellent summary of 
the challenges facing the administra¬ 
tion for the next two years. The sense 
of the introduction, however, seems 
contradictory to the analysis of those 
challenges. Callahan cited what he 
apparently considered Clintons “mis¬ 
management of foreign policy prob¬ 
lems” while in the rest of the text he 
praises Clinton for his “important suc¬ 
cesses.” Also, Callahan accurately 
attributed some of the problems to 
the situations Clinton inherited, such 
as die “no-win situation in Haiti.” 

In spite of his emphasis on domes¬ 
tic policies and contrary to Callahan’s 
assertions, Clinton’s intellectual inter¬ 
ests, certainly his first love, probably 
lay in foreign policy, given his early 
education and experience in that field. 
Rarely did Clinton mention during his 
campaign his study at Georgetown’s 
School of Foreign Service, his experi- 
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LETTERS 

ences in England or his work with die 
Foreign Relations Committee. These 
facts Callahan also failed to mention. I 
also would argue that his tours as gov¬ 
ernor of Arkansas provided experience 
in diplomacy, given the need to work 
with governors and governments in die 
49 other states. 

Thus, I believe Clinton has, indeed, 
done well in his pursuit of U.S. foreign 
policy goals and his conduct of foreign 
affairs, in spite of attention to domestic 
issues and given the complexities of die 
post-Cold War period. 

Earl H. Lubensky 
Retired FSO 
Columbia, Mo. 

To the Editor: 
I would like to comment on Pamela 

Anderson’s article (“Postcard,” January 
Journal). I read her concerns about 
relating to grandparents as I flew from 
Vancouver to Philadelphia with our two 
youngest girls to attend die funeral of 
my father-in-law. My wife and I grew 
up witii our grandparents, who lived 

Notice 

The Foreign Service Journal is 
seeking short memoirs from those 
who served overseas in die Foreign 
Service during World War II for a 
special issue on the 50th anniversary 
of die armistice. Memoirs can 
include reminiscences of officers 
and families traveling though war 
zones, post experiences and 
glimpses of die human condition 
during the war, internments or otiier 
hardships, etc. Limit: 1,000 words. 

Old photos of FSOs of the period 
are also welcome and will be 
returned. Please send typed manu¬ 
scripts (and on disk, if possible) and 
photos to Karen Krebsbach, Editor, 
Foreign Service Journal, 2101 E St. 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20037. 

quite close to us, or in my case, witii us. 
Over the past 20 years as we raised 

our four daughters in seven different 
countries, we often feared that we were 
depriving them of die closeness that we 
experienced. Our eyes were opened the 
following day at my father-in-laws 
funeral. Our two oldest daughters had 
flown in from colleges in Virginia and 
Iowa. I watched them and their two 
younger sisters grieve for their grandfa¬ 
ther, and each, in her turn, remarked on 
how they had difficulty making deci¬ 
sions, just like granddad; on how they 
would miss granddad taking them to the 
Franklin Institute and explaining with 
gusto the significance of each exhibit or 
endiusiastically defending one side of 
an issue or another. 

Yes, when abroad it is tough to keep 
family ties close. However, it can be 
done, it just takes extra effort, as it 
takes effort to keep close to college 
friends or Washington-area neighbors. 

Michael Gallagher 
Consid General 
Vancouver, Canada ■ 
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US SECURITY AGENTS 
NAB WTC SUSPECT 

The alleged mastermind of the 1993 
bombing of the World Trade Center, 
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, was arrested in 
Islamabad, Pakistan, on Feb. 7, Pierre 
Thomas reported in the Feb. 9 
Washington Post. Agents from the 
State Department’s Diplomatic 
Security Service, the Drug 
Enforcement Administration and the 
FBI learned that Yousef would be 
coming to Pakistan and alerted 
Pakistani officials. 

According to authorities, the U.S. 
embassy regional security officer coor¬ 
dinated the American side of the com¬ 
plex operation and five Diplomatic 
Security agents participated in the cap¬ 
ture of Yousef and his deportation to 
the United States the next day. 

HELMS TAKES AIM 
AT AGENCIES AGAIN 

The consolidation of the foreign 
affairs agencies came to a head again 
when the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chair Jesse Helms (R- 
N.C.) penned a Feb. 14 OpEd piece in 
The Washington Post, which promised 
to present detailed legislation to merge 
five foreign affairs agencies into the 
State Department. 

Stephen S. Rosenfeld’s Feb. 17 col¬ 
umn in the Post called Helms’ praise of 
Secretaiy of State Warren Christopher 
for proposing the original merger “a 
kid’s trick” aimed at embarrassing 
Christopher. Rosenfeld wrote that 
“Christopher was left bravely promis¬ 
ing to look at whatever reorganization 

plan Helms would now be advancing. 
Helms ... informed him that issuance 
of a committee plan with suitable co¬ 
sponsorship would ‘oblige’ the secre¬ 
tary and vice president to pay heed.” 
Helms’ proposed legislation has the 
support of key Republicans in both 
houses and House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich (R-Ga.) said he found Helms’ 
proposal “very encouraging.” 

Clifton R. Wharton, former deputy 
secretary of State, in a Feb. 21 Post 
column, agreed that Flelrns was on to 
something when he criticized the wide 
array of U.S. foreign activities that 
hamper a consistent foreign policy. 
Wharton wrote that any effort to 
achieve greater coordination and con¬ 
trol over international activities must 
recognize the profusion of bureaus and 
departments now playing pivotal roles 
in U.S. foreign policy. “There is a prob¬ 
lem of foreign policy disarray, but the 
Agency for International Development 
is a poor target for those seeking to 
address it,” he wrote. 

“The agency is now on the right 
track and merging it with the State 
Department would lose an effective 
and flexible weapon in building 
democracy and promoting peace. ... 
No longer burdened by Cold War 
imperatives of stemming communism, 
AID now has the opportunity to ... 
build foundations for long-term growth 
and prosperity. “ 

Wharton pointed out that critics 
“overlook a recognition that the presi¬ 
dent’s constitutional authorities for the 
conduct of foreign affairs, including 
AID and its budget, already are invest¬ 
ed in the secretaiy of state by statutes 
dating from 1789, which state that the 
secretary ‘shall be responsible for the 
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CLIP P I N G S 

continuous supervision and general 
direction of economic assistance, mili¬ 
tary assistance and military and educa¬ 
tion programs.’” 

But while clear-cut on paper, pow¬ 
erful departments such as Treasury, 
Defense, Agriculture and Commerce 
historically have had a dominant and 
often largely independent role in pro¬ 
grams they consider in their domain. 
In theory, disputes should be resolved 
by an objective National Security 
Council staff, but in practice the NSC 
staff has its own agenda, Wharton said. 

“It’s little wonder that U.S. foreign 
affairs often appear both home and 
overseas to border on the chaotic,” he 
wrote. “The aim should not be a ‘super’ 
State Department or a foreign policy 
‘czar’ but rather a U.S. foreign policy 
that looks less like a jigsaw puzzle and 
more like a well-coordinated, focused 
approach to our leadership in the 
world.” 

DARK DAYS AHEAD 
FOR PEACE CORPS 

The Peace Corps, golden child of 
another budget era, is closing some 
long-standing overseas operations to 
make ends meet, Al Kamen reported 
in the March 1 Washington Post. 
What’s going, among domestic cuts, 
are small programs in the Seychelles 
and the Cook Islands, and volunteers 
in Nigeria. The ambassadors in those 
countries have protested that the clos¬ 
ing of the programs will cause political 
shock. 

U.S. Ambassador to Nigeria Walter 
C. Carrington cabled, “Pulling out the 
Peace Corps ... will be seen by the 
Nigerians as a political decision. It will 
be interpreted as just another sanction 
imposed by the U.S. government.” 
Peace Corps officials pointed out that 
the two small programs were due for a 
phaseout anyway. 

STATE ASKS TO SPEND 
$35M ON COMPUTERS 

State Department officials often 
feel stuck in the Dark Ages as they 
wait two hours for electronic mail to 
make its way to an under secretary 
one floor above, Steven Greenhouse 
reported in the March 6 New York 
Times. The snail’s pace of the e-mail 
system is emblematic of the antiquat¬ 
ed computer system at State, where 
many employees have 15-year-old 
Wang computers and 80 percent of 
the data-processing equipment is 
obsolete. 

Employees complain that they can¬ 
not use floppy disks with their com¬ 
puters. They cannot explore the 
internet and they cannot send e-mail 
to other federal agencies. “We’re one 
step above electric typewriters,” one 
senior official said. 

Many of State’s computers cannot 
communicate with the 266 embassies 
around the world and they often 
crash, especially during a crush of 
work. Greenhouse revealed that a 
computer crash almost delayed the 
signing of the Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement at a White House ceremo¬ 
ny 18 months ago. In South Korea in 
November, Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was forced to deliver a 
speech late because the computers in 
the embassy were not compatible 
with his speechwriters’ laptop com¬ 
puters. 

Under Secretary for Management 
Richard Moose recalled that 15 years 
ago State had leading-edge equip¬ 
ment, but admitted that today, 
“There’s light years of difference 
between what the Department of 
Defense has and what we have.” 
Christopher has pleaded with 
Congress for money to modernize the 
computer system, hoping to spend 
$35 million a year over the next five 
years. 

YEARS AGO 

The problems of bring¬ 

ing up children in the 

Foreign Service were 

addressed by Foreign 

Service wife Caroline 

O’Neill. In 1945, as in 

1995, parents hoped that 

the enormous benefits of 

Foreign Service life would 

compensate for its defects. 

Security within the family, 

strengthened by mutually 

shared experiences and the 

more-than-usual necessity 

to fall back on its own 

resources, provided a 

thread of continuity for the 

Foreign Service family, 

wTote O’Neill. 

Foreign Service chil¬ 

dren wrote that they 

accepted the feeling of hav¬ 

ing no roots as the price 

they must pay for wide¬ 

spread experiences among 

many peoples. Most con¬ 

cluded that this sacrifice 

was well repaid in the 

increased understanding of 

humankind it gave them. 

However, O’Neill cau¬ 

tioned diat if a child had a 

problem or disability, he 

would suffer much more in 

such a vagabond life than in 

a less demanding one. ■ 
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CLIPPINGS 

uIn an under¬ 

developed 

country'you 

can 7 drink the 

water; in a 

developed 

country you 

can 7 breathe 

the ear." 
- ANN LANDERS, “GEM 

or THE DAY,” FEB. 17 

TRADE NOW STATE’S 
No. 1 PRIORITY 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, in a March 6 interview 
with Newsiveek, said, “I make no 
apologies for putting economics at the 
top of our foreign-policy agenda.” 
Michael Hirsh and Karen Breslau 
reported that this new strategic vision 
has meant a new set of priorities for 
the Foreign Service and a shift of 
power in Washington where the 
Department of Commerce has become 
a policy dynamo with trade-mission-a- 
month headlines. 

When ambassadors are not dealing 
with emergencies, their No. 1 priority 
is to help out whichever U.S. business 
happens to be in town, according to 
Newsiveek. Christopher has encour¬ 

aged the Foreign Service Institute 
(FSI) to overhaul its curriculum, with 
scenarios based on trade talks rather 
than brinkmanship. 

“To be relevant in today’s world, 
people have to do this stuff,” said a 
State Department official. As an exam¬ 
ple, Newsweek cited the auto show that 
Ambassador James Laney hosted on 
the front lawn of his home in South 
Korea, displaying “Buieks and Fords 
like a late-night TV huckster,” accord¬ 
ing to the article. 

Newsweek says that the entire intel¬ 
ligence and security bureaucracy is 
seeking a broader mission to justify 
themselves to a knife-wielding 
Congress. “Since we don’t have 
geopolitics anymore, trade is the name 
of the game,” acknowledged a 
Christopher adviser. ■ 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 703-527-4409 

OR FAX 703-516-4369 

Affordable Luxury 
If you are relocating, a business traveler or need temporary housing, we offer 

the comforts of home. 

• Located minutes from Pentagon, 
Washington, DC and National Airport. 

• Luxurious one and two bedroom 
apartments completely furnished and 
accessorized with fully equipped 
gourmet kitchens and washers and 
dryers. 

• Weekly maid service, free cable TV. 

• Within walking distance of department 
stores, specialty shops and restaurants. 

• Adjacent to bike/jogging trail. 

30 day mil 

• Controlled access entry throughout 
building. 

• Complete Nautilus fitness center, 
lighted tennis court, and a spacious 
outdoor swimming pool. 

• 4 blocks from Ballston Metro, 
courtesy Shuttle provided. 

• Free underground parking. 

• Cats welcome. 

• 5 p.m. check-in time. 

tm slay 

THE CHASE 
BALLSTON 

The Service You Deserve 
4650 N. Washington Boulevard, Arlington, Virginia 22201 
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SPEAKING OUT 
German Oral Exam is More Professional Than U. S. Test 

BY BERNARD R. UNDEN 

I have grave reservations about the 
U.S. Foreign Service exam and 
selection process, consider the 

oral assessment component to be 
fatally flawed, and believe it would 
greatly benefit from mimicking its 
German counterpart. I passed the 
written portion of the U.S. Foreign 
Service exam in 1991 and 1993; how¬ 
ever, I failed the oral portion in 1992 
and 1994. To familiarize myself with 
the German diplomatic program, I 
interviewed officials at tire German 
Foreign Ministry extensively about its 
contents and application. 

Although the U.S. written exam 
lacks foreign language and essay com¬ 
ponents, it is just as challenging as its 
German counterpart. However, the oral 
assessment in its current format is but a 
patchwork of contrived situations, in 
which candidates are made to feel more 
like grade-schoolers under the stem eye 
of the principal rather than responsible, 
mature adults. As one candidate put it 
two year's ago, “They [the assessor's] 
really make you feel inadequate.” 

The State Department is putting die 
cart before the horse by requiring aspir¬ 
ing diplomats to pose as full-fledged 
officers when delivering the mock 
demarche, to answer hypothetical ques¬ 
tions allegedly requiring no prior knowl¬ 
edge of Foreign Service rules and regu¬ 
lations, and to role-play in a simulated 
embassy task force meeting. Could not 
— should not — such situations be 

Bernard R. Unden is a freelance 
translator, editor and interpreter of 
German, French and English in 
Heidelberg, Germantj. 

The oral exam is 

but a patchwork 

of con tinued 

situations. 

rehearsed within the framework of the 
post-selection training period? 

Instead, candidates should be 
required to present oral reports on 
current political, economic and cultur¬ 
al issues, on which they would be chal¬ 
lenged and questioned by the asses¬ 
sors. Not only would this measure the 
examinees’ analytical, interpersonal 
and oral communication skills, but it 
would test even further their knowl¬ 
edge of current affairs. As for diose 
much-touted leadership skills, a sen¬ 
tient observer ought to he able to infer 
them from the aplomb shown by a 
candidate during his presentation and 
the ensuing discussion. 

Also why make the writing of an 
essay part of the oral assessment? And 
why not have a foreign-language/cul¬ 
ture component? Besides, why does 
Uncle Sam persist in discriminating 
against oral assessment candidates liv¬ 
ing abroad by letting them bear the 
entire cost of their travel to die United 
States? By virtue of their cross-cultur¬ 
al experience and foreign-language 
skills, these individuals may be among 
the most promising Foreign Service 
candidates. Foreign-language profi¬ 

ciency coupled with cross-cultural 
experience would permit successful 
candidates to devote more time to 
learning the “trade” of diplomacy — as 
well as additional foreign languages 
and other relevant subjects — during 
their’ training. 

I also consider the applicant¬ 
screening process too lax. Why doesn’t 
the State Department tighten the eli¬ 
gibility criteria by making a master’s 
degree — or any advanced degree — 
and proficiency in at least one major 
foreign language, which often goes 
along with cross-cultural experience, 
mandatory for application to the 
Foreign Service? Some will argue that 
introducing such requirements would 
run counter to the long-standing 
American tradition of letting people’s 
abilities speak for themselves and dis¬ 
criminate against the educationally 
and culturally deprived. But then, 
what about that other very American 
trait, pragmatism? For, in our meritoc¬ 
racy, aren’t we supposed to work hard 
to attain our goals? And wouldn’t we 
rather be represented abroad by an 
elite corps of sophisticated profession¬ 
als worthy of that name? 

The program to enter the German 
diplomatic service deviates from the 
American one in several respects. As 
in the United States, tire winnowing 
process for the Germans begins with 
an application package consisting of 
many different forms and transcripts, 
including a narrative autobiography. 
To be eligible for the program, a 
German applicant must be under age 
32, have a graduate degree and a good 
command of both English and French 
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If 
If you need to 

travel this summer, 
stay at home with us! 

“ ... One of the most charming hotels 
in one of the best locations in the city. ” Washington Post 

$86 per room night including continental breakfast for two. 
Rate available through September 17, 1994. 

Long term rates available. 

• Only 5 blocks from State Department 
• Overlooking historic Pennsylvania Ave. 
• Close to White House, Georgetown, monuments, 

museums and shops. 
• Charming European-style hotel rooms and 

suites, most with fully equipped kitchens 
• Special short and long term stay amenities 
• Cafe Lombardy, serving Italian specialties 

FOR RESERVATIONS: 000/424-5406 or 202/020-2600 
FAX 202/072-0503 

Hotel Lombardy 
2019 I Street, NW. 
Washington, DC 

20006 

A 

MARTENS VOLVO 
Dedicated to Diplomacy 

Worldwide Delivery to Diplomats 
and Members of International Organizations 

Contact: Dana Martens, Diplomatic Sales Director 

VOLVO o MARTENS 2025373000 
CARS OF WASHINGTON, INC. Fa* 202-537-1826 
4800 WISCONSIN AVE. WASH., DC 20016 

U.S.A.’s Largest Diplomatic Dealer 

SPEAKING O U r 

(or another official U.N. language); be 
a German citizen and be in good 
health. Of the estimated 2,000 origi¬ 
nal applicants, about 600 will remain 
in the running after the application¬ 
screening process. 

Several factors, all considered par¬ 
ticularly relevant to a career in 
Germany’s diplomatic corps, tilt the 
scales in favor of a candidate: grade 
point average on the abitur, the rigor¬ 
ous final exam at the end of high 
school; proficiency in “exotic” lan¬ 
guages; extended stays abroad for 
work and/or studv purposes; and work 
or work-related experience in the 
fields of politics, economics, public 
administration or culture. 

The survivors of this first bureau¬ 
cratic hecatomb are invited to a one- 
da)' written examination consisting of 
a test of English and French (or 
another official U.N. language); a 
one-hour essay on either foreign pol¬ 
icy, domestic policy or economics; 
and four 30-item questionnaires to 
plumb the candidates’ general-educa¬ 
tion level and test their knowledge of 
recent history and politics, econom¬ 
ics, and German and international 
law. The written examination further 
decimates the ranks of aspiring diplo¬ 
mats, cutting their number to about 
200, but the resilient ones will be 
afforded several other chances in 
their hid to eventually drape them¬ 
selves in the pin-striped cloth of the 
trade — one try per year — until they 
reach the age limit. 

Those who make it through the 
written exam wringer are invited to 
take part in a three-day oral examina¬ 
tion administered in Bonn at the 
Foreign Ministry’s training center. 
The federal government bears the 
travel expenses to Germany of exam 
candidates living abroad. The rigorous 
oral assessment, a no-repeat exam, 
consists of an introductory personal 
interview, the presentation of a short 
report on an assigned topic and a sub- 
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sequent discussion with assessors, oral 
tests in the chosen language combina¬ 
tion, a psychological test and a con¬ 
cluding personal interview with the 
selection committee. 

Panel members then draw up a list 
of the 35 candidates they consider 
best suited for the country’s diplomat¬ 
ic corps, which is submitted to the for¬ 
eign minister for approval. The last 
survivors, now boasting the coveted 
title of attaches, are not yet out of the 
woods. For, in the spring of the fol¬ 
lowing year, they will embark (provid¬ 
ed they and their dependents pass a 
rigorous physical) on a demanding 
two-year training course at the Bonn 
cliplomatenschule. 

At the school, the fledgling diplo¬ 
mats receive a thorough training in a 
number of job-relevant areas like 
modem history and politics, econom¬ 
ics, law, area studies, public speaking, 
foreign languages, negotiating tech¬ 
niques, etc. The training is both theo¬ 
retical and practical, with foreign lan¬ 
guage study abroad and economics 
workshops in German corporations 
and chambers of commerce at home 
and abroad. Tenure in die “higher” 
diplomatic service will not be given 
the young attaches until after tiiey 
have overcome die final hurdle, the 
so-called laujbahnpriifung, or career 
examination, which caps the training 
period. Although the laufbahnpril- 
fung is by no means a mere formality, 
all examinees usually pass it and grad¬ 
uate from die school. 

While some may perceive the fair¬ 
ly low age limit for applicants and die 
limited number of repeat exams as 
somewhat unfair, no one can earnest¬ 
ly dispute diat the Teutonic thorough- 
ness of die three-day oral assessment 
and two-year training period imparts 
an aura of professionalism to the 
German diplomatic coqis that the 
current U.S. Foreign Service — its 
long pre-tenure period notwithstand- 
ing — fails to convey. ■ 

North Country School 
Camp Treetops 

20% of all Foreign Service junior boarding children attend 
North Country School. Their parents will be glad 

to tell you why. 

An Enriched Education and a Country Childhood 

Tel: (518) 523-9329 Fax: (518) 523-4858 
P.O. Box 187 

Lake Placid, NY 12946 

An International Education for the 21st Century 
♦ Coeducational, boarding, grades 9 -12, PG 13th grade 
♦ University-preparatory studies: International Baccalaureate, Advanced 

Placement, and US High School Diploma 
♦ Excellent US and International university/college placement 
♦ Full US and European Accreditation 
♦ Caring family atmosphere in comfortable residences 
♦ Recreation, Europe-wide educational cultural excursions 
♦ Summer and winter sports; "Skiing at the LAS Doorsteps!" 
♦ Located in beautiful, peaceful Alpine resort, above Lake Geneva, 

close to metropolitan Lausanne, Geneva, and Montrei 

Leysin American School in Switzerland 
Thomas F. Rouillard, Admissions 
PO Box 4016, Portsmouth, NH 03802-4016 
Tel: 603.431.7654 
Fax: 603.431.1280 
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GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 

DIVORCING WIFE OF ALLEGED SPY FELIX BLOCII 

FIGHTS FOR SHARE OF HIS PENSION, HE ALTH CARE 

BY KAREN KREBSBACH 

c 1 HAPEL HILL, N.C. — The 

,>^1 posh country club community 

of Governor s Club is tire kind of place where neigh¬ 

bors understand the craving for privacy. Wide, 

gracefully winding roads, fringed by huge shade 

trees, take visitors past enormous mini-estates and 

smaller, elegant colonials, most discreedy hidden 

behind wooden fences or rows of trees. 

It is here, in a modest three-bedroom, three- 

bath ranch one wag dubbed “the Ford Escort of 

the neighborhood,” that Lucille and Felix Bloch 

intended to retreat in retirement as a reward for 

31 years of service to their country. But it was not 

meant to be. 

Lucille and 

Felix Bloch 

pose on their 

wedding day on 

Sept. 13, 1959. 
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The house the couple built in 1992 and furnished 

with family heirlooms and mementos of their 

Foreign Service life in six countries, is now' a sanctu¬ 

ary for only Lu Bloch, estranged wife of the country’s 

highest-ranking alleged spy since Alger Hiss. 

Clad in sweatpants and a sweatshirt, Lu Bloch 

rounds the driveway in her cranbeny Gran Prix 

and eases it into the two-car garage, expertly avoid¬ 

ing her grandsons’ bicycles. Inside the house, her 

playful white Kaluga, Mephisto, greets her at the 

door, tail wagging. She absently cuddles him briefly 

and glances at her watch, a Mickey Mouse design 

that marks time with a roving basketball, and heads 

for the answering machine. 

“Onward with the fight,” she says to a visitor in a 

low voice made raspy by years of heavy smoking, 

her one acknowledged vice. With one hand, she 

rewinds the answering machine tape, and with the 

other sorts the mail in search of correspondence 

from a host of pro-bono attorneys or some of the 

dozens of legislators she’s contacted in her 5 1/2- 

year battle against the State Department. 

All she wants is her half of her husbands 

$50,000-a-year State Department pension and 

access to federal employees’ health insurance, ben¬ 

efits denied to her husband by the State 

Department in die spring of 1992. Bloch has been 

estranged from her husband off and on since 

October 1989, and legally separated since March 

1993. On the advice of her attorneys, she has 

delayed completing her divorce against Felix, 59, 

since his job as a Chapel Hill city bus driver allows 

her to be covered by his health insurance. 

“To say the least, I am frustrated,” Lu Bloch says. 

“First of all, because I have been forced to fight like 

a tiger for something I’ve already earned. Secondly, 

that heartless institutions of die U.S. government 

continue to play bureaucratic ping-pong with my 

life. And thirdly, that congresspeople are not being 

responsive to genuine requests for them to stand for 

some modicum of decency and justice for a citizen 

whose basic rights have been denied her.” 

This June will mark six years since the FBI and 

Karen Krebsbach is editor of the Foreign Service 

Journal. 

State Department accused Bloch, a Foreign Service 

officer, of passing classified documents in Paris to an 

alleged Soviet agent, known as Beino Gikman/Pierre 

Bart, who has long since disappeared. Yet, to date, 

despite an intensive investigation by die FBI, the 

Justice Department and a grand jury, Felix Bloch has 

not been arrested or indicted and has always publicly 

maintained his innocence, saying he had only traded 

stamps with Gikman/Bart. FBI sources say the case 

is “still open” since there is no 

statute of limitations on espionage. 

And, as an agent told Lu Bloch in 

1989, “Felix Bloch will be followed 

for the rest of his life.” 

The State Department sus¬ 

pended Bloch without pay from 

his $81,400-a-year job on Feb. 7, 

1990; on Nov. 5 of that year, he 

was fired under a little-used 

statute allowing dismissal of 

employees for “reasons of national 

security.” Whether he would 

receive a pension or health bene¬ 

fits was debated among senior 

officials for three years. Under 

law, a divorced spouse who has 

been married to a Foreign Service 

officer for Iris entire career is enti¬ 

tled to receive half his pension. 

Congress is now considering a 

bill, filed by U.S. Rep. Carolyn B. 

Maloney (D-N.Y.) on Jan. 25 and 

cosponsored by U.S. Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-Col.), 

and now before U.S. Rep. Benjamin Gilmans (R-N.Y.) 

International Relations Committee. The bill would 

amend tire Foreign Service Act to allow retirement, 

survivor and health benefits to spouses of Foreign 

Service officers who are disqualified themselves “due 

to misconduct or disloyalty to the United States ... if 

such spouse had no involvement in such misconduct or 

disloyalty.” The Foreign Service Act of 1980 had recog¬ 

nized that spouses and divorced spouses of FSOs 

should receive these benefits in recognition for their 

years of unpaid service. 

“The act left a loophole through which Mrs. Bloch 

has fallen,” Maloney says. “She played no part in any 

“Mrs. Bloch is being 

punished by a State 

Department that was 

never able to punish 

her husband," says 

U.S. Hep. Carolyn B. 

Maloney, D-N.Y., 

who has filed a bill 

to amend the Foreign 

Service Act on Lu 

Bloch’s behalf. 
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alleged misconduct by her husband 

and no question has ever been raised 

against her. Yet she is being punished 

by a State Department that was never 

able to punish her husband.” 

Lu says other Foreign Service offi¬ 

cers have speculated that Felix signed 

away the rights to his pension in return 

for immunity from prosecution, hut his 

Georgetown attorney John M. Bray 

declined comment on the case. 

For 3 172 years, she says she was 

stonewalled by the State Department 

in her quiet efforts to settle her case. 

Two years ago, she tired of the silence 

and began making noise, starting a 

grassroots legislative campaign and a 

media blitz to save her reputation and 

claim her share of her husbands pen¬ 

sion. She has also repeatedly asked 

U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno for 

a long-promised letter of “exoneration” 

because she had cooperated with the 

1989-91 FBI-Justice Department 

investigation. “I would put ‘exonera¬ 

tion’ in quotes because I’ve always felt 

that I shouldn’t have to ask for exoner¬ 

ation from something I never did in 

tlie first place,” she says. So far, no 

reply. 

State Department officials will not 

comment on the case, but a Justice 

Department spokesperson says LAI 

Bloch was never under investigation 

for espionage. 

“If they have a case [against Felix], let 

them prove it,” she says. “But I had no 

way of knowing. And now I have no 

financial security, even though I seived 

my country for 31 years. I tun not asking 

for charity — I earned it. Doesn’t the 

State Department have a responsibility 

to spouses of Foreign Service officers?’ 

Lu Bloch claims she was die typi¬ 

cal Foreign Service wife who “served 

my country faithfully, loyally and with¬ 

out compensation,” helping her hus¬ 

band entertain the numerous digni¬ 

taries who visited their homes, serving 

on countless committees and boards 

at each post, working without pay at 

the schools and hospitals of various 

host countries and volunteering as a 

teacher of the children of U.S. 

embassy personnel. Sbe estimates her 

representational duties took up many 

hours, especially at foreign posts, din ¬ 

ing her husband’s 31 years as an FSO. 

She argues that she also “gave up 

my own career aspirations, my 

chances to develop my own pension 

and health benefit plans ... out of love 

for him and what I believed to be our 

mutual dedication and commitment 

to public service.” 

As Lu Bloch told NBC journalist 

Katie Couric in a 1993 interview, 

“Whatever I did reflected not only on 

my country, but on my husband. I was 

mentioned in his eveiy annual effi¬ 

ciency report. I was graded as well. 

And we — even as women, we 

accepted the State Department’s 

proposition, two for the price of one, 

which meant they got a free person 
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married to a Foreign Service officer. 

In other words, uncompensated, but 

expected to do the job.” 

In 1973, the State Department 

announced that spouses’ contributions 

and conduct would no longer be part of 

Foreign Service officers’ evaluations. 

Bloch’s case is being backed by the 

Council of American Ambassadors, 

the National Conference of Women’s 

Bar Associations and the American 

Foreign Service Association. And, 

though she may have her advocates, 

she also has her share of skeptics: Sen. 

Patrick Movnihan (D-N.Y.) and for¬ 

mer Secretary of State Lawrence 

Eagleburger, himself a former FSO, 

have both gone on record saying she is 

fighting a lost cause. 

Still, Lu Bloch persists. She has 

grown used to waiting. 

At eye level on her refrigerator door, 

covered with grocery lists, coupons, 

family photos and the handprints of her 

toddler grandsons, William and Peter, 

is a magnet with bright red lettering. 

She keeps it atop the clutter, reading it 

for daily sustenance. “La patience est 

tout,” it counsels in French: “Patience 

is everything.” 

Growing up in Saluda, N.C., (pop¬ 

ulation: 500) the blonde, athletic 

Lucille Stephenson realized she’d 

never be the demure Southern belle 

of her mothers dreams, because she 

had dreams of her own. 

But it was too small a town for Lu 

Stephenson. “I was always in a big 

hurry to get out,” she remembers. “I 

knew there was a bigger world out 

there that I had to see.” 

She graduated from Saluda High 

School in 1953, valedictorian of her class 

of 60. But her most treasured honor was 

the schools Best All-Around Athlete 

award of her senior year; she played in 

neighborhood co-ed football, baseball 

and tennis games, as well as leading the 

girls’ basketball team her senior year, 

where she garnered 44 points in one 

game, even though she stands only 5 

feet 4 and 1/2 inches. 

Although her mother, Kathleen 

Garren, a refined beauty active in 

community public service, counseled 

her on the social graces, her bond was 

strongest with her father, a car Sides¬ 

man who became a county commis¬ 

sioner and, later, a Democratic state 

senator, a man “who never stopped 

talking about politics.” An old-time 

liberal to the core, Joseph Raymond 

“Ray” Stephenson, known as “R.J.R.,” 

believed deeply in education. “Dad 

expected me to excel,” she said. “I was 

taught that women were just as intel¬ 

ligent as men. ... I guess I wanted to 

follow in my dads footsteps turd go 

into politics.” And as daddy’s girl, she 

was pushed by him toward a career in 

law or public service. 

At age 18, a restless bundle of 

nerves, Lu Stephenson was anxious to 

fling herself headlong into life. And, 

To Tin; LONG-TERM WASHINGTON VISITOR. W HICH 
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although she knew she would get 

pinned, become engaged and get 

married after college, she still wanted 

to study, still wanted to be somebody 

on her own. “It was the ’50s, remem¬ 

ber, and my generation was apathet¬ 

ic,” she says. “But I wasn’t.” 

At the Womans College of the 

University of North Carolina in 

Greensboro, N.C., she dove into class 

activities, becoming president of the 

Young Democrats Club, and joining 

Americans for Democratic Action, the 

student legislature and the Golden 

Chain Honor Society. After graduating 

with degrees in history and political 

science in 1957, she won a full scholar¬ 

ship to Johns Hopkins University and 

was accepted to two law schools. She 

decided to take the fellowship at the 

School of Advanced International 

Studies at Johns Hopkins University in 

Bologna, Italy ai id put law school on 

hold for two years. 

In her heart, Lu Stephenson 

yearned for a diplomatic career, but 

she knew the U.S. Foreign Service 

accepted only single women. 

Already, in an informational inter¬ 

view with a career diplomat who was 

a friend of her father’s, she was 

warned that she would never pass 

the Foreign Service exam because 

she was “too good looking” and the 

Service wouldn’t want “to train and 

then lose somebody (to marriage). 

It’s too expensive.” But, she remem¬ 

bers thinking, “I bet I’d be a good 

diplomats wife.” 

Indeed she would. 

Lu Bloch recalls the spring when 

she realized she was in love with 

Felix Bloch. 

They had met in 1957 in Bologna, 

both 22-year-old graduate students in 

the same program. He had just 

received his undergraduate degree in 

business from the Wharton School at 

the University of Pennsylvania. And 

though they had initially “fancied 

other people,” Lu recalls they even¬ 

tually got together. 

She remembers him as “hand¬ 

some, more conservative than me, 

and idealistic — someone dedicated 

to becoming a public servant. All he 

would talk about was joining the 

Foreign Service.” She was awed by his 

family’s legacy — his Jewish parents 

had fled Vienna in 1939, with their 

four-year-old twins, Felix and Susi, 

immigrating to New York via China 

only a year after the Nazis marched 

into Austria. His parents, Frederick 

and Hetty Stein Bloch, changed their 

Jewish faith to Presbyterian and man¬ 

aged a successful paper export busi¬ 

ness. His mother still lives in an apart¬ 

ment on Manhattan’s east ‘90s. 

Felix Stephen Bloch had been dif¬ 

ferent from the men she knew back 

home; he was more sophisticated, 

more worldly, more reserved. A lover 

of opera and collector of stamps and 

Gustav Klimt works, he was an enig¬ 

ma to her. “He didn’t pester me and 

tiy to land me in bed,” she recalled. 

“He was always a gentleman. He 

would always bring me pink and white 

carnations.” During the school year, 

they met often over cups of steaming 

espresso. “It was then that I realized 

we were pretty much in love, 

although he says he has been from the 

moment we met,” she says. “It was 

about then that I knew I’d spend the 

rest of my life with him.” 

She found they perfectly comple¬ 

mented each other, although she now 

laughs that “he was the only guy I knew 

who wore cufflinks on his pajamas.” 

He was awed by this vivacious blonde 

belle with perfect manners and warm 

Southern charm. She Wed his dark 

good looks, muscular physique and 

brooding intelligence and was touched 

by his deep devotion to his family: 
Felix was particularly influenced by his 

grandfather, a wealthy Austrian indus¬ 

trialist. His only flaw, its far as she could 

see, was that he was “a lousy tennis 
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player. I couldn't understand. He was 6 

feet tall with a 3-foot arm span. What 

an advantage!” 

After he proposed to her in 1958 

on the shores of Lake Woerthesee in 

his native Austria, they had many dis¬ 

cussions about their future together. 

He had his eye on a career as a diplo¬ 

mat and had already passed the unit- 

ten Foreign Service exam. Upon 

returning to the States, he passed his 

orals in the fall of 1958, entering the 

Foreign Service as an FSO-8 that 

November. 

She moved back to Washington to 

finish her graduate degree, and then to 

her parents’ home to await the wed¬ 

ding three months away. They both 

saved furiously: Felix, enrolled in the 

A-100 beginning officers’ course at the 

Foreign Service Institute, was earning 

$5,400 a year; she was earning $2,800 a 

year teaching tennis to high school stu¬ 

dents. 

It was a rocky period for the pair. 

“He was very moody, which later on 

would develop into a deeper depres¬ 

sion,” she says. “He was always getting 

upset about little things.” It would 

only be later, long after their marriage 

began, that she would recall certain 

outbursts, hints of the “acerbic tongue 

and fierce, out-of-control temper that 

I hadn’t seen earlier. But then, maybe 

that’s why he was always impressed by 

my coolness. He was always the ner¬ 

vous one. ... It was clear it was indica¬ 

tive of his parents’ criticism.” 

But Iris hot temper hadn’t been 

enough to stop the wedding. The 24- 

year-old pah* was married on Sept. 13, 

1959, in a Presbyterian church near 

her hometown, followed by an outdoor 

reception. Guests shared the joke that 

many of her relatives had thought the 

groom was Australian, not Austrian. 

Felix’s first Foreign Service job was 

as an intelligence research spe¬ 

cialist at State’s Bureau of Intelligence 

and Research (INR). They lived in a 

one-bedroom, second-floor walkup at 

Porter and Connecticut streets in 

Northwest Washington and drove her 

father’s beat-up Dodge. 

She looked desperately for work, 

almost landing a job at the Bolivian 

ambassador’s office, but the State 

Department ordered her not to take 

the job, since her husband had “a 

very sensitive position.” It was a 

refrain she would hear often in the 

next 30 years. She finally found a job 

at Blue Cross Blue Shield, which she 

kept as they waited for Felix’s first 

overseas assignment. 

Though he was initially assigned to 

the consular section in Rome, the 

assignment was switched at the last 

moment to Dusseldorf, a post Felix 

accepted, since he preferred to be “a 

big fish in a small pond.” He worked in 

tlie consulate’s commercial section for 2 

172 years, from December 1960 to 

Aprii 1963. 

Looking back, these were the years 

when Lu began noticing a change in 

the man she had married. In 

Dusseldorf, she remembers him as 

“very insecure, which manifested itself 

into a superior attitude; he was really 

quite a snob.” He talked often about 

money, and though he was no miser, he 

was “a bit of a penny pincher.” Still he 

always bought the best quality clothing 

and other goods, though frequently 

delayed paying bills until the last 

moment. He scanned the stock pages 

daily, constantly switching the couple’s 

meager savings among various invest¬ 

ments, aiming for the best returns. 

“For me it was ideal,” she says. “He 

was so interested in money. My eyes 

would glaze over at stock portfolios.” 

His temper would rear more frequent¬ 

ly now, and he would sometimes fly 

into a fury “when I would put too 

much postage on an envelope,” Lu 

says. His interest in money would grad¬ 

ually “move way beyond fascination. It 

became sheer obsession.” 

His only joy seemed to be his stamp 
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collection, a massive collection of 

dozens of volumes of sealed pages of 

stamps, which he had begun at age 7. 

Clearly Felix’s most valued possession, 

the stamp collection followed the fam¬ 

ily to each post, but it would “drive me 

nuts,” Lu Bloch says. “It was totally 

boring to me. All I know is it took up a 

lot of our allotted (moving) weight.” 

They had two daughters by the 

time Felix started his next tour in 

October 1963 as a consular officer in 

Caracas, where they rented a pent¬ 

house apartment in Los Palos Grandes 

and she taught English at a private 

school near the embassy. Kathleen and 

Andrea were 2 years old and 3 months 

old, respectively, and, in the European 

tradition of his own father, Felix was a 

distant and aloof parent. Nevertheless, 

he tired to pass on to Iris daughters the 

values that had shaped his own life: 

responsibility, hard work, education 

and tire worth of money. 

In 1965, they returned to the 

United States, where Felix earned his 

masters degree in economics at 

Berkeley in one year, followed by a 

move back to Washington from 1966- 

70 for Felix’s next job in the European 

Bureau dealing with tire Organization 

for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD). It would be 

tire first time tire couple felt financial¬ 

ly secure. They bought their first 

house — a $46,900 two-story, five- 

bedroom home in Bethesda, and she 

took a job in research at the 

Association of American Medical 

Colleges. Lu Bloch remembers it as 

“one of the best times of our lives. We 

were very, very happy.” 

Everything changed when the 

family moved to West Berlin in 

1970, as Felix became the No. 3 man 

in tire economic section. This was a 

period the FBI would later study 

more deeply than his other postings, 

believing this is where the foundation 

was laid for the alleged espionage. 

“Our relationship changed subtly,” 

she says. “But 1 attributed it to the 

stress of Felix's job. From the moment 

we arrived in Berlin, it was a super¬ 

charged city, very vibrant. There, peo¬ 

ple were fabulous. Everything was 

political, the intrigue palpable. East 

Germany was surrounded by the 

Soviet army and our phone was always 

tapped. Before we hung up, we would 

say good night to Francois, Igor, John 

and Nevil, for the French, the 

Russians, the Americans and the 

British who were eavesdropping. You 

had to take it all with a grain of salt.” 

Felix thrived on the intensity, but 

they began living increasingly sepa¬ 

rate lives. Felix buried himself in his 

work, toiling long hours. She tutored 

students in English, practiced her 

German, did volunteer work, taught 

Sunday school and a course on Berlin 

history and became active in the 

German-American Women’s Society. 

Their daughters, then 8 and 10, spent 

most of their time with their mi pair, 

taking ballet lessons and learning 

horseback riding, that latter gratis 

because their mother traded tennis 

lessons to the stable’s owner. 

Other things changed, too. 

Although the family had been regular 

Presbyterian churchgoers, Felix now 

stopped attending services altogether, 

offering no explanation. When she 

pressed him, he would say only, ‘“The 

whole idea of God is absurd. And I 

have nothing more to say. That’s it.’ 

He just didn’t want to be a part of it 

any more,” she says. Nevertheless, 

she continued to take the girls, saying 

nothing more to him about the issue. 

As die city’s moral depravity and 

class consciousness began affecting 

him, she noticed otiier subtle changes 

as well. He began telling frequent off¬ 

color jokes at parties. He became 

increasingly disinterested in his daugh¬ 

ters and tiieir activities. She also noted 

his roving eye, and although she would 

never catch him in an affair, she often 
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voiced her suspicions. He would only 

scoff at her, saying, “You’re just a jeal¬ 

ous woman.” The FBI would later con¬ 

firm that his numerous affairs — 

including some sadomasochistic ones 

— had begun during this period. 

“Was I supposed to believe the 

FBI or my husband?” she says. “The 

man I married would have had too 

much integrity for that. Nothing, 

nothing gave me cause to think he 

had those tendencies. ... What signal 

did I miss?” she asks. “I thought he 

was a workaholic,” she mused. “A lot 

of things in his job were none of my 

business. I respected his profession.” 

Despite his reduced affections, she 

rejected numerous offers for affairs 

herself, mostly from German politi¬ 

cians, feeling herself “too moral.” She 

was again noticing the gradual disinte¬ 

gration of Felix’s moral fiber, attribut¬ 

ing his growing dark moods and cyni¬ 

cal remarks to his bitterness at being 

denied a promotion to the senior 

Foreign Service. 

In the late summer of 1974, Felix 

was assigned to East Berlin in the first 

newly created European country 

since the Versailles Treaty. The family 

lived in East Berlin for seven months, 

a period that would create horrible 

memories for Lu and the girls. “Felix 

wanted the job,” she wrote in her 

unpublished memoirs, Subject to the 

Needs of the Foreign Service. “[But] I 

couldn’t stomach East Berlin. “Its 

smell of ... Lysol and formaldehyde, 

its brown cold dust everywhere, its 

all-pervasive oppressive atmosphere, 

its Soviet ‘protectors’ on every street 

comer, its Stasi, its sad people — 

everything about East Germany 

repelled and repulsed me.” 

But, being a good Foreign Service 

wife, she dutifully set up house, con¬ 

tinuing to shuttle the girls back and 

forth daily to their school and horse¬ 

back riding lessons in West Berlin for 

the entire seven months. 

In tire spring of 1975, Felix received 

a letter from tire State Department, 

notifying him he was “gloppable,” tire 

term, short for “global outlook pro¬ 

gram,” for a Henry Kissinger idea that 

FSOs needed global experience, not 

just geographic specialties. Lu and her 

daughters were grateful for a chance to 

escape “tire East German hellhole” for 

Singapore, where Felix became coun¬ 

selor of economic, political and com¬ 

mercial affairs. In 1977, Felix asked to 

return to Washington, so the girls could 

finish high school in tire States rurd have 

a better shot at U.S. college accep¬ 

tances. As Felix traveled to various for¬ 

eign posts for the Inspector General’s 

office, it would be a period of loneliness 

and personal tragedy for Lu, including 

tire brutal rape and murder of her sis¬ 

ter-in-law and tire nine-month hospital¬ 

ization of her yomrgest daughter. 

Life took another turn for the 

Blochs in 1980, when the family 

began a seven-year posting in Vienna. 

For Felix and Lu, it was a kind of 

homecoming, since many of the cou¬ 

ple’s old friends from Bologna were 

living in or near Vienna. 

Felix was named counsellor for eco¬ 

nomic affairs and the Blochs moved 

into what Lu Bloch recalls as a “rather 

drab” 30-room villa with a huge gar¬ 

den; the family had use of a car and 

driver and a half dozen servants. Still, 
the Vienna post required “endless 

entertaining,” including breakfasts, 

lunches and dinners for various digni¬ 

taries; at one point, Lu counted more 

than 5,000 visitors who had passed 

through their home. In a thank-you 

note to Lu from the visiting Barbara 

Bush, the vice president’s wife penned, 

“You’re a pro and it shows.” 

But in Felix, she noticed “a sad¬ 

ness. He didn’t seem to be enjoying 

anything.” Later she would learn from 

the FBI that this was the period dur¬ 

ing which he began his weekly, hour- 

long Saturday morning visits to the 

Austrian prostitute Tina jirousek, who 
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would provide him sadomasochistic 

sex for an estimated $10,000 a year 

for seven years. According to various 

press accounts, Jirousek said Felix 

Bloch “wanted to be humiliated.” 

When he arrived at 10 a.m., she 

would force him to kneel, kiss her 

boots and, crawling on his hands and 

knees, bring the enveloped $250 fee 

to her in his teeth. Jirousek would 

later be flown secretly to Washington 

in 19S9 to testify about Blochs sex 

habits to a grand jury. 

But all Lu Bloch noticed about 

that period, during which she pined 

for her daughters away at U.S. col¬ 

leges, was that her husband was a 

workaholic. She recalls he went to the 

office regularly on Saturdays and 

often on Sundays and lie refused to 

take vacations, even in 1984, when his 

parents offered them a trip to Greece 

for their 25th wedding anniversary. 

“Vienna is eating us alive,” she 

remembers lamenting to Felix during 

those years. But he ignored her com¬ 

plaints and die couple lived increasingly 

separate lives. They both threw diem- 

selves into their work, he at the embassy 

and she as a U.N. consultant with 

assignments in Hanoi, IIo Chi Minli 

City and Los Carlos Paz, Argentina. 

In May 1983, Felix Bloch was pro¬ 

moted to deputy chief of mission at 

the embassy, his highest post yet, and 

he dreamed of an ambassadorship of 

his own. But for her, it meant die 

doubling of her representational 

responsibilities, so she reluctantly 

gave up her consulting work. “But I 

saw myself as a public servant,” she 

recalls. “And I had a job to do.” 

Things changed, however, in 1986, 

with the political appointment of 

Ambassador Ronald S. Lauder, the 

billionaire heir to the cosmetics for¬ 

tune that bears the name of his moth¬ 

er, Estee Lauder. He and Felix 

argued constantly; years later, Felix 

would call him “the laughingstock of 

Vienna,” with Lauder retorting that 
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Bloch was “a Benedict Arnold.” Due 

to the acrimonious relationship, 

Bloch was withdrawn from the 

embassy, returning to Washington in 

1987, where he did a year of senior 

seminar and, in 1988, was assigned as 

head of the European Bureaus Office 

of Regional Politics and Economics 

— his last job at State. 

Looking back on it all, Lu Bloch 

wonders if she could have seen it 

coming. 

That horrible day of June 25, 1989, 

is etched forever in her memory: She 

and Felix were returning from New 

York City, where they had visited their 

daughters and his parents. She had 

just flown in from Austria after a busi¬ 

ness trip for die American Austrian 

Foundation, where she had been exec¬ 

utive director for nearly a year, moving 

its headquarters from New York City 

to Washington earlier that year. 

As Felix steered their silver 

Mercedes toward Washington, she 

thumbed through the mail, smiling at 

finding the airplane tickets he had 

promised her for a birthday trip to 

Paris the following month. Their con¬ 

versation suddenly slowed to silence. 

“Softly, he said, ‘I’m in deep shit,”’ she 

recalls. “Since he never talked like 

that, I knew something was wrong.” 

Her Teutonic husband rambled on 

about “illegality” and “foreign con¬ 

tacts,” but still she was confused. “I 

thought it was a bizarre joke, since he 

did have a weird sense of humor. 

Then he said, ‘I received a call from a 

friend who said he wasn’t feeling well 

and that he hoped I didn’t have the 

virus.’” The call, reportedly from 

Glikman/Bart and recorded by the 

FBI, was the last anyone heard of the 

elusive Soviet agent. 

Without saying more, he pulled 

over at a roadside shop for coffee, and 

when they were outside the car, she 

asked him, “You’re not trying to tell 

me that you betrayed your country?” 
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His reply was quiet, but distinct: 

“No.” 

She asked him if he had been 

“compromised.” 

He said, “I can’t tell you, but its 

serious. Look around you.” She was 

surprised to see 12 men who had 

emerged from cars parked nearby, 

who were waiting for them to resume 

their drive. It was then she realized 

their Mercedes was bugged, too. 

“I remember feeling numb,” she 

recalls. 

But when she walked into their 

California Street apartment an hour 

later, her numbness turned to anger. 

Without a search warrant, FBI agents 

had rifled their two-bedroom condo, 

poking holes in bookcases, ripping 

papers from bulletin boards, leaving 

windows open, breaking a chandelier 

while trying to install a bug, and con¬ 

fiscating the couples computer, pri¬ 

vate papers, financial records and 

address books. Shaking, she poured 

herself a glass of wine, surveyed the 

damage and went to bed, falling into a 

restless sleep. Felix, she recalls, went 

immediately to bed, where he “slept 

like a baby.” It would not be the last 

time Lu Bloch would be surprised by 

her husbands attitude. 

When she woke at 7 a.m., her first 

thought was, “This all must be a 

dreadful mistake or a bad dream.” But 

when she spied from her window 12 

FBI agents watching from their cars, 

it became clear that this was the 

beginning of an unrelenting 

headache. Little did she know it 

would not end for six months. 

On July 21, the story broke widi “a 

tidal wave of press reports,” Lu recalls. 

It was her youngest daughters 26th 

birthday; Andrea vividly remembers 

watching the TV report and screaming 

at the screen, “That’s not my father!” 

In Washington, more than 100 

journalists staked out the couple’s 

apartment, swarming around them so 

often that they took to donning dis¬ 

guises; she issued a statement through 

her attorney saying she was “dis¬ 

tressed, but standing by her husband.” 

For half a year; she says agents fol¬ 

lowed her and her husband and 

“harassed” the couple’s daughters in 

New York. Their mail arrived opened; 

taps were installed in then apartment, 

their car, their phone line. The cou¬ 

ple’s diplomatic passports were seized. 

She was forced to resign her job. 

“Every day, there was another 

blow,” she recalled. And still, Felix con¬ 

tinued his stony silence. The State 

Department wouldn’t return her 

phone calls. Friends stopped calling 

her. She was ostracized by tire Foreign 

Service community she had known for 

30 years — except for one friend, Kay 

Polansky, wife of Ambassador Sol 

Polanskv, who wrote a warm note of 

concern and would later visit. 

“She is a strong woman and she is a 

fair woman,” Kay Polansky said in a 

telephone interview from her 

Bethesda, Md., home. ‘The question 

of her loyalty to this country, being the 

daughter of a North Carolina senator 

and her patriotism was without a doubt 

something she’s felt very strongly 

about.” Polansky said she was “disap¬ 

pointed” to see so many Foreign 

Service colleagues abandon Lu Bloch. 

Lu Bloch understands, but bristles 

at the suggestion that, if she truly 

knew her husband, she should have at 

least suspected, if not known, about 

the alleged espionage. “People think 

I’m either a liar or stupid, and I have 

to say, I’m neither,” she says. 

In August, she left Felix and his 

“curtain of silence,” fleeing to Cape 

Cod to a friend’s house. Four agents 

dutifully followed. She needed to 

think, to sort out the details, to find 

her own lawyer, to figure out her 

options. “I felt like a ping-pong ball,” 

she recalled. “I wanted to find out 

what was going on, I wanted to find 

my own anchor. All I wanted was to 

Continued on page 28 
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Continued from page 26 
get into his head and figure it out, why 

he did it, what moral justifications he 

had. I wanted to, but I couldn’t.” 

In September, she returned to die 

Washington apartment, moved into 

die den and hired her own lawyer to 

determine her next move. She told 

Felix she was going to divorce him 

because “I just couldn’t continue to live 

that way anymore.” Fearing they 

would be overheard, die couple wrote 

notes to each odier, burning them 

afterwards in an ashtray. One day, he 

wrote her, “Come for lunch,” deposit¬ 

ing die ashes of the evidence in the 

fireplace. She remembers smelling the 

Juicy Fruit on the breadi of die trailing 

FBI agents as die pair headed toward 

a nearby Subway sandwich shop, situ¬ 

ating themselves under a loudspeaker 

so they wouldn’t be overheard. “He 

was crying, begging me to reconsider 

my decision to divorce him,” she said. 

“But I still didn’t know what he did or 

didn’t do. I always diought that, what¬ 

ever he had done, he would fix it.” 

As Lu Bloch was entering the gold¬ 

en years of her retirement, she had 

never felt more isolated nor fright¬ 

ened. Felix’s official dismissal brought 

the cancellation of their health insur¬ 

ance; the couple’s insurance bill — 

which had been $299.39 per quarter 

under the federal plan — ballooned 

to estimates of $34,000 a year, with a 

$5,000-per-person deductible. When 

she asked the insurance company how 

much it would cost if coverage was for 

one person only — herself — they 

quoted her a price of $17,000 a year. 

Meanwhile, the FBI continued to 

feed her tidbits of Felix’s alleged espi¬ 

onage activities in Europe: For at 

least five years and possibly for up to 

15 years, he was believed to have 

compromised his posts in Berlin and 

Vienna. They threatened to indict her 

as a co-conspirator if she did not 

cough up all details. Slowly, gradually, 

she submitted to questioning by FBI 

and Justice Department officials, who 

quizzed her on every facet of their 

lives. Their last question, after four 

three-hour grueling sessions, was 

about the naming of their dog, 

Mephisto. “I just laughed,” she 

recalled. “I knew it sounded sinister. I 

told them that 1 had found him, 1 had 

bought him and I had named him. I 

don’t know if they believed me.” 

Still, none of it made sense to her. 

Felix had never expressed any sympa¬ 

thy for communism or the Soviet 

Union. And while she knew he had 

been angry and frustrated in his aspi¬ 

rations for an ambassadorship, she’s 

not convinced he would commit trea¬ 

son out of spite. Later, FBI agents 

admitted they had two theories: 

Either Felix Bloch was being black¬ 

mailed by the Soviets because of Iris 

sexual habits or he was selling secrets 

to pay for sex. But Bloch didn’t appear 

to want for money: Three years of 

financial disclosure forms from 1987- 

1990 placed the couple’s assets at 

between $300,000 and $1 million, 

according to press reports. 

Try as she would, Lu would not be 

able to convince Felix to be candid 

about the alleged espionage — or even 

the sadomasochistic affairs. Although 

he finally admitted to having visited the 

Austrian prostitute, whenever she 

pressed him about the alleged spying, 

his response was always the same: 

“There are certain secrets that will go 

with me to my grave,” or “It’s better for 

you not to know, and better for me, 

too.” She remained uncertain about his 

innocence. 

But why would he do it? 

“Why? I don’t know,” she says, 

lighting another cigarette. “He had a 

wonderful family two lovely daugh¬ 

ters, a great career. I wish I knew. But 

his betraying his country — it is still 

inconceivable to me that he would 

have done diat. I now' know that he 

has not always told me the truth. He 

had lived a He for a long time.” 
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Still, the FBI continued its search for 

the elusive Reino Gikman/Pierre Bart. 

According to a March 17,1994, issue of 

die magazine, Der Stem, the German 

equivalent of a cross between People 

magazine and the National Enquirer, 

the FBI took out an ad asking the spy to 

defect to die United States in the maga¬ 

zine Der Spiegel, die Gen nan equiva¬ 

lent of die Economist, which he was 

known to read regularly. The ad read, in 

part, that “the firm, Reino Gikman 

Industries, is seeking a skillful, interna¬ 

tional world traveler who is familiar widi 

Eastern European methods but also had 

American contacts,” promising “finan¬ 

cial security and responsibility for all 

legal questions which might arise, and to 

take care of necessary preparations for 

resettling you and your family.” Written 

responses were to be sent to Fernand 

Paul and Pierre Bart (both Gikman 

aliases) at a post office box in 

Washington, D.C. The ad brought no 

responses, according to die article. The 

FBI declined comment on whedier 

agency officials placed die ad. 

She doesn’t care if her husband sacri¬ 

ficed his own career and disgraced 

himself, but she is angry that he has 

irreparably sullied her reputation, too. 

Now, she says she’s too young for 

social security and too old to get a job, 

even though she has plenty of job 

experience, holds a masters degree 

and can speak three languages. In the 

last five years, despite applying for 

nearly 200 jobs, she never received one 

interview. Friends and professional 

acquaintances dropped away; her 

Christmas card list, which once num¬ 

bered more than 300 names, dwindled 

to 50. Alone and alienated, Lu Bloch 

brooded about her future and made 

herself believe that the entire ordeal 

may just have been a big mistake. In 

late 1991, Lu Bloch took her lawyer’s 

advice and decided to live with her 

husband and try to make the marriage 

work. 

“I didn’t know anything anymore,” 

she says. “I told myself I could five 

with it — I’m not going to get a job.... 

Maybe he’s not the biggest spy since 

Alger Fliss. I’ll give it another try. I 

resigned myself to believing I would 

never know. After all, the FBI had 

come up with nothing in two years.” 

Assessing her limited options — to 

remain married or forego any chance 

of receiving a portion of Felix’s pen¬ 

sion — Lu reluctantly decided to fol¬ 

low through on their plans for retire¬ 

ment, Chapel Hill, a community of 

40,000. “Felix always said he didn’t 

care where it was, as long as it was 

with me,” she says. 

In May 1992, they moved into the 

home they designed together. The 

house, unpretentious but elegant on an 

acre of wooded land, sports a two-car 

garage, a study for each of them, three 

full baths, a living room with peaked 

roof, a small dining room, kitchen and 

a master bedroom with two single 

beds. From the beginning, Lu Bloch 

says, they slept in separate rooms. 

A month after they moved in, die 

State Department denied Felix Bloch 

his pension. She remembers the fol¬ 

lowing summer as one of the lowest 

points of her husband’s life. By tiiis 

time, “it wasn’t important to me any¬ 

more if he was guilty or not, I just want¬ 

ed some resolution. I was so disgusted. 

I just felt abandoned and betrayed.” 

Felix was feeling equally isolated. One 

day, while visiting the Statue of Liberty 

together, Felix was so depressed that 

she offered to help him commit sui¬ 

cide. He didn’t take her up on her offer, 

and they never spoke of it again. 

But by February 1993, things 

between them soured again, and she 

found herself suspecting once more 

that he really had betrayed her and Iris 

country. Finally, the couple agreed to 

five separately, and he moved to a 

small one-bedroom apartment on the 

outskirts of Chapel Hill. They became 

legally separated in March 1994. 
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After all the years of struggling 

against the State Department, Lu Bloch 

claims she has avoided becoming bitter. 

Angry, perhaps. Disgusted, surely. 

Paranoid, undoubtedly. But bitterness is 

reserved for those who have given up 

and Lu Bloch litis not given up yet. 

“In spite of everything that’s hap¬ 

pened, I still want the Foreign Service 

to be strengthened,” she mused during 

a recent interview in Washington. “It’s 

a matter of principle and justice. And 

what’s so controversial about justice?” 

Saddled with huge legal bills, Lu 

Bloch “has dwindling savings, no 

income, no job and no prospects,” her 

Washington attorney Harry Huge 

wrote in a 1991 letter to the State 

Department. “[She] has earned her 

statutory entitlement to that pension 

and its cognate benefits, earned 

through her 30 years of service to her 

country and the two most recent years 

of Kafkaesque nightmare she has expe¬ 

rienced. She has not simply earned her 

entitlement; she desperately needs it.” 

Says Lu, “I am an innocent women 

being made to prove her innocence in 

an affair in which she had no part, of 

which she had no knowledge and for 

which she had no responsibility.” 

Since die Blochs have separated, he 

has been convicted twice of shoplifting 

and has held two jobs, one as a $4.25- 

an-hour grocery store cashier and cur¬ 

rently, as a bus driver for $8 an hour. 

Access to his health insurance is die 

one bond, other than their daughters, 

diat holds the couple together. 

Their daughters, Kathleen and 

Andrea, now 35 and .33, remain in touch 

with dreir fadier, whom diey affection¬ 

ately call, “Bobo,” an Italian term of 

endearment for “Daddy.” However, 

their loyalties are with dieir mother. 

Kathy lives in suburban Chappaqua, 

N.Y., widi her husband and two young 

sons. Andrea, who lives in New York 

City but visits her mother often, fre- 

quendy rollerblades widi her fadier 

near his apartment during dieir visits. 

To die Bloch daughters, it does not 

matter that the State Department has 

branded their father a spy: He is still 

their father. Neither daughter wants to 

talk about whether diey believe die 

accusations, although Andrea admits 

she has had difficulty reconciling her 

feelings about die parent who patiently 

read her her favorite bedtime stories. 

Quoting from the Bible, Andrea says, 

smiling, “They say, ‘The sins of die 

fadier are visited on their children’. But 

I don’t know if I can say I believe that.” 

Asked if she still loves her hus¬ 

band, Lu Bloch smiles weakly, 

absently fingering the gold band that 

had been his wedding ring. “I don't 

know this Felix anymore,” she says. “I 

would not call Felix a liar, no. lie just 

was no longer the man whom I had 

fallen in love widi or who was the 

father of my children. The man 1 

knew 1 still love, but the man I was liv¬ 

ing with was the Felix Bloch I didn’t 

know.... I can’t he unfair and hate and 

criticize him if I don’t know. And I just 

don’t know him anymore.” ■ 

M a HTHLY f U rjiim a RENTALS 

(703) 751-0870 
r toll free: (800) 832-8329 
(or fax): (703) 751-5679 

WHEN YOU NEED IT, WHERE YOU 
NEED IT, NOW YOU NEED IT. 

► Furnished one, two and three bedroom apartments 

► Fine furnishings complete with linens, housewares, cable TV, 

utilities and phone service 

► M icrowave ovens, decorator items, VCR’s, answering machines 

and maid service available 

► Fools, spas, tennis & fitness centers 

► Free shuttle to AAetrorail from most locations 

Locations throughout metro D.C, Maryland, 

Virginia and over 400 cities nationwide! 

Qoktftood' 
Corporate Housing 
A nationwide temporary housing service 

SHUTTLI 
TO NfttC 

FROM 
OAKWOOD 

TAUS CHURCH 

30 APRIL 1995/FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL 



Governing Board 
President: F.A. "Tex" Harris 

State Vice President:Todd Stewart 

AID Vice President: Garber Davidson Jr. 
USIA Vice President: Razvigor Bazala 

Retiree Vice President: Donald R. Norland 
Secretary: Catherine Barry 

Treasurer: Gail Lecce 

State Representatives: Sue Saamio, Janet 

Shafer, David H. Shinn, Lannon Walker, 

Meg Hawley Young/Andrew Young 

AID Representatives: Lee Ann Ross, James 
R. Washington 

USIA Representative: Bruce K. Byers 

Retired Representatives: Kathryn Clark- 

Bourne, Joseph M. Kemper, M. Bruce 

Hirshorn, Edward L. Peck 

FAS Representative: Weyland Beeghly 
PCS Representative: Patrick Santillo 

Staff 
Executive Director: Susan Reardon 
Business Department 

Controller: Kara Harmon Ebert 

General Ledger Accountant: Sheree L Beane 

Executive Assistant: Leslie Lehman 

Administrative Manager: Dianna Dunbrack 
Administrative Assistant: Eunice Blau 
Labor Management 

General Counse/: Sharon Papp 
Director: James Yorke 

Representative: Peter Gaaserud 

Staff Attorney: Colleen Fallon 
USIA Labor Relations Specialist: Carol Lutz 

Law Clerk: Monica Riva 
Grievance Attomies: Audrey F. Chynn, 

Ava-Lisa F. Macon 
Office Manager: Judy Shinn 

Executive Assistant: Erin Moriarty 
Member Services 
Director: Janet Hedrick 

Representative: Norajane McIntyre 
Retiree Liaison: Ward Thompson 
Professional Programs 

Professional Issues: Richard S. Thompson 
Director of Development: Lori Dec 

Congressional Affairs Director: Ken Nakamura 
Congressional Liaison: Rick Weiss 
Scholarship Administrator and Information 

Systems Manager: Theresa Auricchio 

Director of Outreach: Gil Kulick 

Conferences: John J. Harter 

Internet Addresses: 
AFSA@dcez.com (Association) 
AFSATEX@ool.com (President) 

AFSA Headquarters: (202) 338-4045 

FAX: (202) 338-6820 

Labor Management: (202)647-8160 

FAX: (202)647-0265 

USIA Headquarters: (202)401-6405 

FAX: (202)401-6410 

CONGRESS EYES FOREIGN AFFAIRS ISSUES 
BY KENNON H. NAKAMURA 

Director of Congressional Relations 

fter just three months of the 104th 

Congress, discussions have included a 

major restructuring of the foreign affairs agencies, 

deep cuts for foreign affairs programs, and 

changes in retirement annuity computations and 

Congress still has 21 months to go. 

Consolidation of the foreign affairs agencies 

into a "super" State Department may be the hot 

topic of discussion, but there are still no details. 

There is still no legislative language from Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee (SFRC) Chairman 

Jesse Helms (R-S.C.) - only a Feb. 14 oped 

piece in the Washington Post, a few pages of 

philosophy and a one-page organizational chart. 

Still, the consolidation proposal has received the 

endorsement of Senate Majority Leader Robert 

Dole (R-Kan.), and House Speaker Newt 

Gingrich (R-Ga.), and the possible support of 

House International Relations Committee (HIRC) 

Chairman Ben Gilman (R-N.Y.). Some are even 

suggesting that enough senators have privately 

agreed to the concept that the Senate's 

"Consolidation Special" may be leaving the sta¬ 

tion. In a March 5 interview with conservative 

television host John McLauglin, Helms declared 

that the restructuring "is alive, and more and 

more senators are interested in it. And I believe 

it's going to happen." 

Hearings by both the SFRC and the House 

International Relations Committee began March 

23. Those who are being invited to testify 

appear to be carefully selected for their views 

and are generally in support of consolidation. 

AFSA has not yet been invited. 

Where are the Democrats in all of this? It 

seems they are waiting for the administration to 

take the lead in opposing this proposal, as they 

are not sure that this is no more than an exercise 

in "moving boxes" on an organizational chart. 

While attention is focused on consolidation, 

there is a real danger that funding for internation¬ 

al affairs programs could be severely cut. 

Funding for this account is less than 1 percent of 

the budget. However, while funding for defense 

and intelligence budgets are going up, diploma¬ 

cy, the most cost-effective tool in the budget's 

international relations arsenal, is going down. 

The Clinton administration request of $21.21 

billion for the foreign affairs budget was dead on 

arrival. HIRC Chairman Gilman recently recom- 

Continued on page 2 

• AFSA Dateline • 
• In an investigation of health issues, AFSA 

held discussions with the State Department on 

the procedures and rules for the application of 

pesticides in residences overseas. The associa¬ 

tion has urged revised rules for informing resi¬ 

dents on the schedule and nature of any pesti¬ 

cide applications, in the aftermath of the 

December 1993 death of Cairo AID employ¬ 

ee, Nancy Ferebee Lewis. 

• AFSA has advised State management that 

it cannot require secretaries to accept compen¬ 

satory time off rather than overtime pay for reg¬ 

ularly scheduled overtime. A post assigned a 

secretary to the front office from 4:30p.m. to 6 

p.m., incorrectly stating that if the duty secretary 

reported to work at 8 a.m., he would have to 

accept compensatory time in lieu of overtime 

pay for the period from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

• Foreign Service Day events are scheduled 

for May 5 and 6. At an 11 a.m. ceremony 

on May 5, AFSA/AAFSW Merit Award schol¬ 

arship winners will be recognized. At 5:30 

p.m. that day, a ceremony at the memorial 

Continued on page 3 
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-- ~ STATE DEPARTMENT   

V.P. VOICE 
• BY TODD STEWART 

The Fairness of Selection Out Oliver Wendell Holmes once 
noted that human beings natu¬ 
rally seek certainty and 

repose in their lives. But, he added, 
"Certainty is generally an illusion and 
repose not the destiny of man." 

We pride ourselves on being an 
"up-or-out" service, but at the same 
time we expect a considerable mea¬ 
sure of certainty and repose at the 
middle grades. For generalist officers 
(and analogous arrangements apply 
to most specialists), tenuring is under¬ 
stood to promise 22 additional years 
of service, assuming acceptable stan¬ 
dards of performance, with the assur¬ 
ance of an immediate annuity there¬ 
after if an officer is not promoted into 
the Senior Foreign Service. This is 
hardly unreasonable, for most officers 
have family commitments that involve 
the expectation of a continuing 
income. The question, however, is 
what constitutes the reasonable stan¬ 
dard of performance necessary to ful¬ 
fill that expectation. 

The Foreign Service Act of 1 980 
provides that selection boards shall 
identify employees who may have 
failed to meet the standards of perfor¬ 
mance for their class. The act directs 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
to establish an administrative review, 
which today is done by the 
Performance Standards Board to deter¬ 
mine whether these employees have, in 
fact, failed to meet those standards - 
which, incidentally, are not defined in 
law or regulation. There is also an 
appeals procedure, either to the 
Foreign Service Grievance Board or a 
special Review Board. 

How has this system worked? Last 
year's Selection Board precepts 
required a board to low rank employ¬ 
ees "only if the relevant performance 
record reveals areas of weakness 
which distinguish the level of compe¬ 
tency, performance, and/or potential 
of the member from the members of 

the class who were rated mid-ranked 
or higher." PER figures show 
thel 993 boards low ranked only 1.9 
percent or 89 of the 4,625 employ¬ 
ees in classes FS-07 to FE-MC; low 
ranking did not exceed 3.4 percent in 
any class. The annual figures for the 
five preceding years were not signifi¬ 
cantly different. In the 1 988-93 peri¬ 
od, an average of only 1.8 percent of 
rated employees were low ranked 
each year. 

However, the test for low ranking 
is less stringent than the statutory 
requirement for referral to the 
Performance Standards Board (PSB) - 
i.e., that an employee may have 
failed to meet the standards of his 
class. That difference is reflected in 
the fact that the 1 993 selection 
boards referred only 20 employees to 
the PSB - fewer than one quarter of 
those low ranked. The overall per¬ 
centage for 1988-93 is about half 
that figure. 

Of the 54 employees referred to 
the PSB in 1 988-93, the board identi¬ 
fied 1 9 for selection out — an annual 
average of .08 percent of the employ¬ 
ees reviewed. Of these, four were sep¬ 
arated; two were retired on a disability 
in lieu of separation; two voluntarily 
retired; one was separated for time-in- 
class; seven won grievances and 
remain on the rolls; one had the selec¬ 
tion board's referral to the PSB vitiated 
by PER; and two have cases pending. 

When it comes to selection out, 
then, it looks like Holmes had it 
wrong. But why so much certainty 
and repose? Are we so good that vir¬ 
tually no Foreign Service employee 
fails to meet the standards of his 
class? Or are selection boards failing 
to do their job in identifying sub-stan¬ 
dard performers? If the latter is true, 
shame on the selection boards, for a 
failure to identify sub-standard 
employees shortens the careers of 
their competent colleagues. 

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE 
Continued from page 1 

mended to the House Budget Committee 
(HBC) that the international affairs account 
be reduced by $ 1 billion below current lev¬ 
els of $21.3 billion. The HBC expected a 
deeper cut, and it seems more will be cut. 
Guesstimates range from $2 billion to $3.5 
billion, leaving the funding in the $ 1 7 billion 
to $ 19 billion range. This means major cuts 
in programs and people. 

If that is not enough, a third ball in the 
air now deals with retirement benefits. The 
new congressional leadership instructed 
the Civil Service Subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Government Reform 
and Oversight to reduce retirement costs 
to the government by $ 1 7 billion over the 
next five years. The subcommittee's chair¬ 
man, John Mica (R-Fla.), brought a bill 
from subcommittee to the full committee 
that would cut $ 1 2 billion by increasing 
employee's annual retirement contribu¬ 
tions from the current 7 percent to 9.5 per¬ 
cent, and by changing the annuity compu¬ 
tation formula from the average of the cur¬ 
rent high three years to that of the highest 
five. Committee leadership said that its 
goal is to preserve the benefits package 
for all federal employees, especially if 
Social Security funds are untouched. The 
result, however, is that the burden of sav¬ 
ings would be placed on working federal 
employees. This was viewed by opposing 
legislators as an attempt to split retirees 
away from employees. 

AFSA and many other organizations 
had objected to the Mica legislation. 
With some Republican committee mem¬ 
bers breaking ranks, the Republican 
leadership did not have the votes to 
pass it. However, because of 
Congress's continuing efforts to bal¬ 
ance the budget, the committee will still 
need to come up with savings. Other 
proposals may effect COLAs or the 
retirement age.Congress must realize 
that the GOP's "Contract with America" 
is not the only contract. There is one 
that preceded it - between the federal 
government and its workers. 

These are difficult times for those in 
the Foreign Service, for its retirees, and 
for the United States to have the neces¬ 
sary leadership to protect U.S. interests 
overseas. AFSA is vigilant and is willing 
to state its case to Congress, the admin¬ 
istration and the public. AFSA needs 
members' support to make this case. 
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V.P. VOICE 
• BY GARBER DAVIDSON JR. • 

AFSA Refutes Union Criticism 

AFSA DATELINE 
Continued from page 1 

plaque in the State Department will be held. 
On May 6 AFSA will sponsor a brunch for 
retirees at the AFSA Foreign Service Club. 
AFSA award winners will be honored on 
June 29 at a separate ceremony. 

• More than 580 AFSA members have 
contributed a total of $6,600 for the 
Minority Internship and Mentoring Program 
and $9,200 for community outreach initia¬ 
tives, including the World Issues Forum, 
thanks to a December membership appeal. 

• AFSA has advised communicators who 
are required to be on call for one week of 
each month that they are ineligible for pre¬ 
mium compensation unless they are actually 
called back to work. However, premium 
compensation is authorized for "stand-by" 
duty, which has many more restrictions. 

• AFSA has sent a cable to the field 
requesting help to tell the Foreign Service 
story. Any examples, stories, anecdotes - 
great and small - that illustrate how Foreign 
Service personnel contribute to U.S. nation¬ 
al security, economic prosperity and U.S. 
overseas customers, would help in this 
effort. Please send all contributions to the 
AFSA Great Deeds Committee. 

• AFSA has received complaints that 
Foreign Service officers stationed overseas 
have erroneously received D.C. income tax 
bills because they use the State Department 
pouch address. Members who have 
received a bill, but who have a domicile 
address elsewhere, may obtain relief by 
writing to Gerald Tolliver, Associate 
Director, D.C. Department of Finance and 
Revenue, Suite 570, 441 4th St., NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20001. 

• AFSA recently became aware that 
Foreign Service employees domiciled in 
Virginia and paying state taxes there are 
unable to vote in state and local elections. 
The Virginia Office of Elections defined an eli¬ 
gible voter as one who is both "domiciled 
and having his or her abode" in Virginia. 
AFSA has written to Gov. George Allen and 
several state legislators to allow voting for 
those FS professionals, which is expected to 
be considered by the assembly in 1996. 

Recently the AFSA chapter in 
Amman blistered AFSA 
Washington with a message 

accusing the union and professional 
organization of "preemptive capitula¬ 
tion" on several key labor-manage¬ 
ment issues. They cited the 5 percent 
hardship differential reduction, the 
failure to achieve locality pay for 
overseas employees, random drug 
testing and the failure of true 
"Partnership," among other issues. 
There was much disappointment over 
what the post sees as a failure by 
AFSA to communicate important 
issues and events to the field. AFSA 
vice presidents considered the defi¬ 
ciencies and strengths of AFSA as a 
union before preparing a cable 
response. 

Everyone recognizes that the AID 
Foreign Service is at a difficult cross¬ 
roads. Even before the November 
elections, the Clinton administration 
was downsizing, reengineering and 
reorganizing bureaus. The AID 
administrator announced the closing 
of 21 posts, the freezing of overall 
hiring and promotions, and the reduc¬ 
tion of positions in the AID Senior 
Foreign Service. After the elections 
came news of consolidation and 
rumors about cataclysmic budget 
reductions. 

Internally the news was no better. 
State's divisive and ill-conceived 
reduction in the hardship differential, 
coupled with the lack of locality pay 
for overseas employees, has made it 
economic lunacy to serve overseas in 
some posts, given the danger and 
hardship of such locales. At the same 
time, State is proposing a broad fee- 
for-service formula for medical care. 
And on and on. 

What is AFSA's record on these 
and other issues? First, we were 
deeply disappointed in the hardship 
differential reductions. AFSA and 
scores of chapters gave this one their 

best shot, but under federal labor 
rules AFSA has no right to negotiate 
this issue. AFSA may only "consult" 
on such government-wide allowances. 
Moreover, AID was never brought 
into the matter in any meaningful 
way. I utilized all the communications 
channels possible to alert AID 
employees and urge messages be 
sent to AID management and the Hill. 
The result was overwhelming, and 
several congressional inquires were 
made to Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher on this issue. 

On locality pay, AFSA is seeking 
an amendment to the locality pay 
legislation to permit coverage for 
Foreign Service employees serving 
abroad. We have put this issue on 
the top of our list for legislative 
action. 

AFSA representatives have spent 
considerable time on the new med¬ 
ical regulations as well. While I don't 
have space to cover the other union 
battles we have engaged in, includ¬ 
ing the representation of more than 
600 grievants in the past two years, I 
want to assure AID members that we 
are vigorously engaged. We are cur¬ 
rently working on the proposed EER 
and assignment system regulations. 
We have effected changes in agency 
recordkeeping for employees, which 
promises the restoration of due 
process to a badly broken system. 
We have achieved broader cover¬ 
age for those attending the Career 
Transition Course. Finally, we have 
improved communications through 
the newly won worldwide e-mail 
capacity. 

AFSA has a long way to go in 
achieving sustained results in what 
most would regard as an uphill strug¬ 
gle in a very tough budget climate. 

AFSA has represented members 
with skill and vigor, but now, more 
than ever, AFSA needs member sup¬ 
port and input to enhance its role. 
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 RETIREE   

V.P. VOICE 
• BY DON NORLAND • 

Calling All Retirees 
To keep members 

informed about 
what's happening, 

we can't avoid the all- 
consuming budget issues 
that drive all others. 
Even the much-touted 
merger of foreign affairs 
agencies is attributed by 
many observers to this 
urge to reduce spend¬ 
ing. The proposed cuts 
threaten to dismantle 
programs of vital nation¬ 
al interest that are indis¬ 
pensable in projecting 
U.S. interests, principles 
and values in a chaotic 
world. 

A distressing by-product is the 
damage inflicted by budget cuts on 
our active duty members - especially 
those on the front lines overseas - 
who are seeing not only their effec¬ 
tiveness reduced, but their salaries 
and benefits relentlessly eroded. 
Virtually every report from our mis¬ 
sions abroad echoes this sentiment. 
There appears to be an obsessive 
concern in Congress about the 1 per¬ 
cent of the annual budget that is 
devoted to international affairs. 

This erosion thus becomes AFSA's 
central preoccupation, and one the 
retiree constituency is called upon to 
do something about. How? By speak¬ 
ing out and bringing home to the 
media, members of Congress, their 
key staffers and the general public 
why open diplomacy - in all its mod¬ 
ern forms - is the least expensive, 
lowest-risk option in promoting U.S. 
political and economic interests. 

As an example, I cite a draft letter 
that former FSO Jim Bullington is writ¬ 
ing to the editor of his Norfolk, Va., 
newspaper: "Most global problems 
are simply not solvable by military 
means," Jim wrote, "and even when 
they are, armed intervention should 

not be our first or only 
option. The more we 
eviscerate our diplomat¬ 
ic power, the more likely 
it becomes that we will 
some day have to use 
our military power, 
which is always much 
more costly." 

AFSA retirees are 
undertaking the initiative 
to tap the retiree con¬ 
stituency in a more orga¬ 
nized way by organizing 
a phone bank of volun¬ 
teers to contact col¬ 
leagues, especially those 
who live in states or dis¬ 
tricts whose congression¬ 

al members have key responsibilities 
on international affairs issues. We 
hope to reach some 400 retired col¬ 
leagues and invite them to phone or 
write their senators and representa¬ 
tives; to coordinate with other interna¬ 
tionally-minded civic groups and lead¬ 
ers to do the same, and to undertake 
other forms of outreach. These include 
speaking publicly, writing letters to 
editors and appearing on radio talk 
shows about the imperative of 
strengthening open diplomacy in pro¬ 
moting U.S. interests and values in 
world affairs. AFSA will send materi¬ 
als to help make the case. If AFSA 
didn't phone on March 9, please give 
AFSA a call at (800) 704-2372. 
In short, it's back to the basics, point¬ 
ing to the heavy cost - in resources 
and eventually lives - of turning our 
backs on global problems. Central to 
AFSA's concerns are the dedicated 
people of the Foreign Service, a ser¬ 
vice second to none in the world. 
And as one activist retiree recently 
reminded a U.S. senator, "It took 
years to build the professional com¬ 
petence of the U.S. Foreign Service. 
The nation cannot afford to lose it 
now." 

We hope to 

reach some 

400 retired 

colleagues 

and invite them 

to phone or 

write their 

senators or 

representatives. 

AFSA AND HARVARD 
TO COSPONSOR FORUM 
BY JOHN J. HARTER 
Conference Affairs Officer 

FSA and Harvard University 
plan to jointly sponsor a 

two-part conference on world 
trade in services. Part I, a day-long 
program at the Department of 
State on May 2, will be hosted by 
Under Secretary of State Joan E. 
Spero, and will identify barriers 
that impede the expansion of U.S. 
exports of financial, professional, 
telecommunications, entertainment, 
and maritime services. Panelists 
will consider means of negotiating 
the reduction of those barriers. 

Part II, to be based on the 
AFSA report of Part I, will be con¬ 
vened Oct. 26-28 at the Center 
for Business and Government, part 
of Harvard's John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, in 
Cambridge, Mass. 

The recent Uruguay Round of 
trade negotiations established 
international rules for exports and 
imports of services, to be overseen 
by the World Trade Organization. 
The Uruguay Round also autho¬ 
rized a framework for clarifying 
the nature and extent of those 
rules during the first six months of 
1995. The AFSA/Harvard confer¬ 
ences will assess the outcome for 
further liberalization of trade in 
services. 

AFSA PLANS RETIREE EVENTS 

Oorthern Virginia retirees are 
invited to lunch at the Ft. 

Myer Officer Club on both April 26 
and May 3 1. Maryland retirees are 
invited to a speaker lunch at AFSA 
April 19. On April 26, AFSA is 
sponsoring a Reunion Evening for 
those who have served in Germany. 
AFSA would like to know about any 
country reunion associations, similar 
to the American-Tunisian 
Association. 

If interested in any of these 
events, call Joseph Kemper at (202) 
338-4045, ext. 514. 
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V.P. VOICE 
•RAZ B A z A L A • 

No Substitute for Professional FS 

FSGB HAS FINAL AUTHORITY 

n Feb. 13 the D.C. District Court 
ruled that Secretary of State 

Warren Christopher has no authority to 
overrule a decision by the Foreign Service 
Grievance Board (FSGB) when the board 
had ruled that cause for termination had not 
been established. 

Foreign Service employees may not 
be separated for misconduct until an 
employee "has been granted a hearing 
before the FSGB and the cause for sepa¬ 
ration established at such hearing," 
according to the ruling. In this case, the 
FSGB found the State Department had not 
established a good cause for terminating 
the employee after a lengthy adversarial 
hearing. Despite the board decision, the 
secretary separated the employee from 
the Foreign Service one year later. The for¬ 
mer employee filed a lawsuit seeking 
enforcement of the FSGB decision. AFSA 
worked closely with the employee's pri¬ 
vate counsel at each stage of the appeal 
process, and AFSA President F.A. "Tex" 
Harris submitted a sworn statement in sup¬ 
port of the employee's position. 

In finding the FSGB has final decision¬ 
making authority, the court wrote, 
"according to the government's view the 
board would merely hold a hearing, 
receive evidence, sit there like the now 
famous "potted plant" and cause would be 
established in some metaphysical fashion 
by the mere taking in of the secretary's 
evidence. This interpretation of the statute 
simply makes no sense." 

This case establishes an important 
precedent and reaffirms the authority of 
the FSGB, although the State Department 
is expected to appeal the decision. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE KICKS OFF 
his month AFSA kicks off its 
annual membership drive in all 

the foreign affairs agencies. The new 
budget-cutting Congress threatens the 
rights and privileges of the Foreign 
Service. Simply put - united we stand, 
divided we fall. The cost of membership 
is small - about half those of other fed¬ 
eral unions. 

AFSA needs help to protect all our 
interests. Members can make a valu¬ 
able contribution by actively asking 
associates to join. Please make a point 
today to talk with a colleague. 

Increasingly, AFSA and other profes¬ 
sional organizations involved in the 
international affairs of the United 

States are engaged in efforts to inform 
new members of Congress about the 
role America's Foreign Service employ¬ 
ees play in the daily conduct of U.S. 
relations with other countries. Just as no 
person would want a quack to perform 
surgery to remove a tumor, American 
taxpayers would not want nonprofes¬ 
sionals to conduct the complex and 
often frustrating procedures which 
enable our government to advance its 
political, economic and security inter¬ 
ests around the world. The difficulty 
appears to be that most taxpayers are 
unaware of how much Foreign Service 
officers and specialists do in their inter¬ 
est in more than 150 countries. 

We in USIA are proud of the fact 
that current public diplomacy efforts 
continue to attract thousands of foreign 
leaders, opinion makers, academic fac¬ 
ulty, students and other influential per¬ 
sons to visit the United States, either as 
invited guests under one of our 
exchange programs or as students and 
faculty at many U.S. universities. They 
bring nearly $7 billion to the American 

economy yearly. 
While USIA continues to be on the 

cutting edge of reinvention efforts in 
Washington and is engaged in 
President Clinton's partnership process 
to make government work better and 
cost less, the most important work is 
that of Foreign Service professionals 
from all 50 states, serving at diplomatic 
posts around the globe. They are the 
people who make it possible for tens 
of thousands of American citizens to 
connect with people in other countries. 
Although many in Congress may not 
be aware of this dimension of U.S. 
public diplomacy, millions of people 
have contact with current develop¬ 
ments in the United States through 
USIA's binational cultural centers and 
daily information dissemination through 
the Voice of America, Radio and TV 
Marti in Cuba, the USIA Wireless File 
and Worldnet interactives. This net¬ 
work requires dedicated professionals 
capable of representing the American 
people in many, often hostile environ¬ 
ments. There is no substitute for the pro¬ 
fessional Foreign Service, and we 
need to let our representatives in 
Congress know why. 

PARKING DECLARED TAXABLE BENEFIT Omployer-provided parking has recently been declared a taxable benefit if its 
value is over $155 per month. The IRS disallowed the State Department argu¬ 

ment that the tax was not intended to be applied overseas and posts have gone through 
a complicated procedure to assess the value on the local market of any employer-pro¬ 
vided parking, with this value reflected in the employee's W-2 form for 1994. This exer¬ 
cise yielded very expensive figures in cities such as Tokyo, London and Hong Kong 
where land has reached very high prices. 

The department is seeking to include legislation in the Foreign Affairs Authorization 
Act for FY 96/97 that would exempt employer-provided parking overseas from taxes, 
but has failed to address the question of retroactivity. Information on this tax was only 
promulgated overseas in December, imposing the tax as of April 1, 1994. AFSA has 
requested that an exemption be sought for tax year 1994, since the late knowledge of 
this parking tax prevented employees in expensive locales from choosing other modes of 
transport to work. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
GARY C. DURELL 

JACQUELINE K. VAN LANDINGHAM 

• M' S. consulate employees Gary C. Durell, 45, a com- 
municator, and Jacqueline K. Van Landingham, 33, 

a secretary, who were killed on March 8 in a Karachi, 
Pakistan, attack, will be honored in a May 5 Foreign Service 
ceremony at the State Department. Their names will be added 

to the State Department plaque that bears the names of those 
U.S. government employees who are killed in special circum¬ 
stances while serving their country abroad. 

The two were killed when gunmen opened fire on a 

van taking consulate employees to work. The van was 
attacked as it stopped at a traffic light on a busy downtown 
Karachi street. A third American, Mark McCloy, 31, a 
Foreign Service spouse and an embassy postal employee, 

was shot five times in the attack and left for dead. McCloy is 
now recovering at Georgetown University Hospital. 

U.S. embassy officials in Islamabad said the identity, 
affiliation and motives of the gunmen have not yet been 
determined. The attack is the first on Americans during a 
year- long spiral of violence in Karachi in which religious, 

ethnic and economic upheavals have left more than 1,000 

people dead. 

SEE YOUR AD HERE 

Advertising in the Journal allows advertisers to 
target a market of more than 13,000 affluent 
Americans, 40 percent of whom live abroad, 
unable to shop for the goods and services they 
need every day. 

\ es, I would like to get more infor¬ 
mation on advertsing in the Foreign Service 
Journal. 

Name   
Address:  

Phone/Fax:  

Send to: 

Foreign Sendee Journal 
2101 E Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20037 
(202) 338-4045 

A WORLD or FINANCIAL SERVICES 
While living abroad certainly has its rewards, it also has its chal¬ 

lenges. When you are a member of State Department Federal 
Credit Union, one of the challenges you won’t face is con¬ 
ducting your financial affairs from overseas. We make it easy 
for you. 

Contact us today for your free “Overseas Service 
Guide" or “Member Service Guide.” If you’re calling from 

overseas, please let our staff know and you’ll receive priority 
service. If you’re an embassy or consulate employee, you can 

cable the credit union. 
Our financial services can make a world of difference to you 

and your family. 

State Department 
Federal Credit Union 
A Inulition of senile for orer 55 years. 

1630 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-706-5000 800-296-8882 
703-684-1613 (fax) 



Classifieds 
ABLE REALTY offers complete 

professional management of res¬ 
idential rental properties in 
Northern Virginia. Allow our 
dedicated professionals to per¬ 
sonalize service for your needs 
including detailed tenant screen¬ 
ing, thorough inspection of your 
property, mortgage payments, 
HOA/condo fee payments, 
repairs coordination all under 
the careful close personal atten¬ 
tion of our experienced property 
managers. Over 17 years of real 
estate experience. Specializing 
in residential property manage¬ 
ment since 1981. ALAN BEALL OR 

STUART SHATZ. 207 E. Holly Ave., 
Suite 208, Sterling, VA 20164, 
Tel (703) 444-9201, Fax (703) 
444-0576. 

FAHEY & ASSOCIATES: Prof¬ 
essional, residential, property 
management service for 
Northern Virginia properties. 
Expertise and personal attention 
to detail are the hallmarks of our 
established firm. References pro¬ 
vided. JIM FAHEY, 9520 B Lee 
Highway, Fairfax, VA 22031 
(703) 691-2006, Fax (703) 691- 
2009. 

GOING OVERSEAS? We ll 
rent and manage your home for 
you. Our staff of experienced 
professionals specialize 
EXCLUSIVELY in property manage¬ 
ment. Since we don't do sales, 
managing your home always 
comes first. With computerized 
accounting, thorough inspections 
and careful tenant screening, 
nobody provides more personal 
care and attention to you and 
our Arlington or Fairfax County 
ome than PEAKE MANAGEMENT, 

INC. Call, write or FAX LlNDSEY 

PEAKE 6842 Elm Street, Suite 
303, McLean, VA 22101. Tel 
(703) 448-0212, FAX (703) 
448-9652. 

J.P. PROPERTIES, LTD.: Com¬ 
plete professional dedication to 
the management of residential 
property in Northern Virginia. 
Allow our multi-faceted profes¬ 
sionals to offer personal attention 
to your home, careful tenant 
screening, and video inspections 
of your property. We are 
equipped to handle all of your 
property management needs. 
Over 15 years real estate experi¬ 
ence and Foreign Service over¬ 
seas living experience. JOANN 

PlEKNEY, 301 Maple Ave. W, 4- 
G, Vienna, VA 22180. Tel (703) 
938-0909 FAX (703) 281-9782. 

MANOR SERVICES: Former 
federal law enforcement agent 
letting his 10-year residential 
management company expand 
upon retirement. Best tenant 
screening. Frequent inspection. 
Mortgages paid. Repairs. Close 
personal attention. We're small 
but very effective. FS and military 
references. Lowest rates. Best ser¬ 
vice. TERSH NORTON, BOX 42429, 
Washington, D.C. 20015, (202) 
363-2990, FAX (202)363-4736. 

WASHINGTON MANAGE¬ 
MENT SERVICES: Residential 
property management is our only 
business. Call, write, or fax MARY 

BETH OTTO, 2015 Q St. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20009. Tel. 
(202) 462-7212, Fax (202) 332- 
0798. 

ARLINGTON VILLAS — 
Fabulously furnished three bed¬ 
room, two bath condos just three 
blocks from the Ballston Metro. 
Condos are equipped with wash¬ 
er/dryers, icemakers in freezer, 
dishwasher, garbage disposals, 
and remote TVs with cable pro¬ 
vided. Ideal location close to the 
NFATC. Pets allowed. Minimum 
thirty day lease. Inquiries: (703) 
506-3993, or fax (703) 506- 

3997. EXCLUSIVE INTERIM 
PROPERTIES 

DOWNTOWN BETHESDA — 
Brand new beautifully furnished 
two bedroom, two bath condos in 
the heart of downtown Bethesda. 
Walk to Metro, shopping and 
some of the finest restaurants. 
Building offers secured under¬ 
ground^ parking, full fitness cen¬ 
ter, and 24-nour front desk. 
Condos are available for thirty 
days or longer. Pets allowed. 
Inquiries (703) 506-3993 or fax 
(703) 506-3997. EXCLUSIVE 
INTERIM PROPERTIES 

ASSIGNMENT: MAIN STATE? 
You need housing that provides 
for your family's comfort and 
security. You need counseling on 
housing options and the fecal 
market. You need the house hunt¬ 
ing process done quickly and effi¬ 
ciently. You need your property 
managed when you are over¬ 
seas. I know your real estate con¬ 
cerns because as a buyer agent I 
have provided exclusive repre¬ 
sentation to Foreign Service per¬ 
sonnel for seven years. For a 
package: MARILYN CANTRELL, 

CRS, GRI, Associate Broker at 
Mary Price-Howell Properties, 
6402 Arlington Boulevard, Falls 
Church, VA 22042, tel (703) 
533-3333, fax (703) 538-6092. 

AUSTIN, TX: Lakeway homes 
and homesites outside of Austin 
on 65-mile-long Lake Travis. 
Three 18-hole golf courses, 
World of Tennis Center, 400-slip 
marina, 4000 ft. airstrip. Contact 
ROY & ASSOCIATES, 1411 RR 620 
South, Austin, TX 78734 (512) 
263-2181. 

NFATC Bound? D.C. TOUR? 
Call the Washington metro area's 
short-term specialists. Metro loca¬ 
tions. Wide price ranges. In 
VIRGINIA: "The Best of River 
Place" — walk to metro and 
Georgetown; 15 mins, on Metro 
bus or State shuttle to NFATC. In 
D.C. and MARYLAND: Selection 
of furnished apartments, town- 
houses and some furnished hous¬ 

es. Some welcome pets. For fur¬ 
ther information: FAX (301) 
907-7329; PHONE (301) 951 - 
4111 or write 7315 Wisconsin 
Ave., Suite 603 East, Bethesda, 
Md. 20814. 

ELEGANT APARTMENTS AT 
RIVER PLACE. Arlington, VA; 
Efficiencies one-, two- bedrooms, 
two blocks from metro, FSI. Bike 
or Metro to Pentagon. Superior 
furnishings, immediate phone 
and CATV, microwave, linens 
and many amenities. Site has 
spa, rates within your per diem. 
Call (301) 279-0392 or fax 
SOJOURNER HOUSING at (301) 
762-7692 for brochure or reser¬ 
vations. 

SUN CITY, AZ, Free info 
packets. 55 and over retirement 
community. Golf courses, rec. 
centers, properties from the $40s. 
Ask for JUUE WILSON 1 -800-432- 
4595, Ext. 1776 KEN MEADE 

REALTY. 

WASHINGTON D.C., ARL¬ 
INGTON: Personalized reloca¬ 
tion, short, or long term. We spe¬ 
cialize in walk-to-Metro sales and 
furnished rentals. Arlington 
Villas, 1-1/2 blocks from Metro, 
luxurious studio, one, two, three 
bedroom. Fully furnished, wash¬ 
er/ dryer, microwave, cable, 
linens. AMERICAN REALTY GROUP, 

915 N. Stafford St., Arlington, 
VA 22203. (703) 524-0482 or 
(703) 276-1200. Children wel¬ 
comed. Pets on approval. 

WEST VIRGINIA GETAWAY 
near Washington. Vacation 
home of former Foreign Service 
officer available by week/week¬ 
end. Large fully furnished 4 bed¬ 
room redwood house on 180 
acres of meadow and woodland. 
Huge deck overlooks pond, barn 
and beautifully landscaped yard. 
Spectacular view of mountains. 
Canoeing and horseback riding 
nearby. Call (304) 822-7171. 

TAX & FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

AFSA TAX COUNSEL: Pro¬ 
blems of tax and finance: 
Never a charge to AFSA mem¬ 
bers for telephone guidance. 
R.N. Bob Dussell (ex-A.I.D.) at 
tax work both within and with¬ 
out I.R.S. since 1937. Now J 
solely in practice to assist | 
Foreign Service employees 
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Classifieds 
and their families. Also lec¬ 
tures on TAX LAW at FSI every 
month since 1970 at Rosslyn, 
VA. BOB DUSSELL (703) 841- 
0158, FAX (703) 522-5726. 
Office is 100 feet from 
Virginia Sq. Metro station at 
3601 Fairfax Drive, Arlington, 
VA 22201. 

ATTORNEY, FORMER FOR¬ 
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER: Exten¬ 
sive experience with tax prob¬ 
lems peculiar to the Foreign 
Service. Available for consulta¬ 
tion, tax planning, and prepa¬ 
ration of returns. M. BRUCE 

HIRSHORN, BORING, PARROTT & 
PlLGER, Suite D, 307 Maple 
Avenue, West, Vienna, VA 
22180. Tel. (703) 281-2161, 
Fax: (703) 281-9464. 

COMPLETE TAX & 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES: 
Specialize in Foreign Service 
and overseas contractor situa¬ 
tions, VIRGINIA M. TEST, CPA 
2595 Chandler Ave., #18, Las 
Vegas, NV 89120, (702) 795- 
3648, FAX (702) 433-9191. 

CPA-SPECIALIST in offshore 
U.S. taxpayer issues. 35 years 
experience. Tax and estate 
planning and RETURN PREPA¬ 
RATION; all federal and all 
states. Initial contact - no 
charge or obligation. 
Absolutely confidential. Special 
care for delinquent filers and 
IRS and state controversies. 
JOHN D. NEBEKER, CPA P.O. 
Box 32228, Tucson, AZ 
85751. Phone or FAX (602) 
721-7718. Buenos Aires office 
(541) 256-2158. 

FREE TAX CONSULTATION: 
For overseas personnel. We 
process returns as received, 
without delay. Preparation and 
representation by enrolled 
agents, ava. fee $195 includes 
return ana TAX Trax, unique, 
mini-financial planning review 
with recommendations. Full 
planning available. MlLTON E. 
CARB, EA, and BARRY B. DE 

MARR, EA, CFP, FINANCIAL 

FORECASTS metro location 933 
N. Kenmore St. #217 
Arlington, VA 22201 (703) 
841-1040, FAX (703) 522- 
3815. 

ROLAND S. HEARD, CPA: 
Has worked overseas, is famil¬ 
iar with Foreign Service and 
contract employee situations, 
has practiced before the IRS, 
computerized tax services, 

financial planning, member 
AICPA, Tax Division and 
Personal Financial Mgmt. 
Division. 30 minute FREE con¬ 
sultation. Phone/FAX: (703) 
242-8559. P.O. Box 1144 
Vienna, VA 22183. 

INVEST IN FOREIGN 
CURRENCIES and earn 3% per 
month! Leo Cecchini, regis¬ 
tered currency trader (FSO 
retired). Tel/fax (813) 685- 
3463. 

SERVICES 
AVAILABLE: LIVE-IN HOUSE- 

KEEPER/CHILDCARE 
PROVIDER Experienced, legal, 
dependable, excellent refs. 
Employer being transferred. 
Call Michael at (202) 647- 
9326 (day) or (703) 516-4767 
(night). 
COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY: 
A private practice of experi¬ 
enced, licensed therapists. 
CAPITOL HILL CENTER FOR 
INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY 
THERAPY, 530 7th Street, S.E. 
Eastern Market Metro stop, 
(202) 543-4645. Other loca¬ 
tions in NW Washington, 
Virginia and Maryland. 

RETURNING TO WASH¬ 
INGTON? We receive your 
pets, meet your plane, board 
your pets, ship pets world¬ 
wide. Information CLO office. 
Inspections invited, send a 
friend. Dulles Executive Pet 
Center, Dulles, Va. USDA 
Licensed Intermediate Handler. 
Telephone (703)709-8545. 

SAVE NOW from 
28% to 70% on 

your international 
long distance 

with no monthly fees or set¬ 
up charges. TELEGROUP is 
one of me oldest and the 
largest international callback 
phone companies in the 
world. For rates or service, 
contact Ira Roffel, special 
Telegroup Foreign Service 
representative. 
Phone 515-472-5000 
ext. 5440 or Fax: 515- 
472-0845. Telegroup, 505 
N. Third, Fairfield, IA 
52556, USA 

BOOKS 
BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS: 

We have thousands in stock, do 
special-orders daily, search for 
out-of-print books, large selec¬ 
tion of CDs AND CASSETTES; Jazz, 
a specialty. Visa or Mastercard. 
THE VERMONT BOOK SHOP, 
38 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 
05753. 

ANY U.S. BOOK in print plus 
selected CD-ROMs. Store credit 
available. SALMAGUNDI BOOKS 

Ltd. 66 Main St, Cold Spring, NY 
10516. 

GORDON KING, FSO 
retired, has published a book of 
love poems entitled OH TO BE 

LOVED LKE THIS. Copies @ $ 10 are 
available from the author at POB 
1091, Camden, ME 04843, 
phone# (207) 236-9581. 

ATTORNEYS 
FORMER FOREIGN SERVICE 

OFFICER NOW PRACTICING 
LAW IN D.C./MD general prac¬ 
tice, wills, trusts, living wills, 
power of attorney, domestic rela¬ 
tions, Foreign Service Prievances; Gregory V. Powell, 

UREY, DOOLAN & ABELL, 8401 
Connecticut Ave., Suite 1100, 
Chevy Chase, MD 20815. (301) 
652-6880. 

GRIEVANCES: MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT? DEFECTIVE EER?: 
ATTORNEY with 15 years success¬ 
ful experience specializing in FS 
grievances can represent you to 
protect vital interests in these or 
other career matters including 
non-promotion, selection out, non¬ 
tenuring, disciplinary actions, etc. 
CALL BRIDGET R. MUGANE (202) 
387-4383 (DuPont Circle) or 
(301) 596-0175. 

WILLS/ESTATE PUNNING: 
by attorney who is a former 
Foreign Service officer. Have 
your will reviewed and updated, 
or a new one prepared. No 
charge for initial consultation. M. 
BRUCE HIRSHORN, BORING, 

PARROTT & PILGER, Suite D, 307 
Maple Ave., W., Vienna, VA 
22180. Tel. (703) 281-2161, 
FAX (703) 281-9464. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

PERSONAL TRAINING: MELANIE 

G. RUBIN, certified conditioning 
specialist. Call: (202) 659-6888. 

$10,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS! 
Available to members of the State 

Department Credit Union. 
Requirements: financial need, mini¬ 
mum 2.5 GPA, minimum 12 college 
credits completed. Deadline April 
14, 1995. For application, call AMY 

DILWORTH at 703-706-5024. 
WRITERS/FICTION 

ENTHUSIASTS: RACONTEUR 
Magazine seeks short 
fiction/poetry manuscripts and 
subscribers for monthly publica¬ 
tion. Guidelines: Long SASE. 
Sample $5. Three-month trial 
subscription: $10. One year sub¬ 
scription: $35. Send manuscripts 
and/or US fund payments to 
Susan Carroll Publishing, Box 
3529-FSJ, Williamsburg, VA 
23187-3529 (USA). 

DESIGNCRAFT WOOD¬ 
WORKING High quality custom 
woodworking including built-in 
cabinetwork, furniture and mould¬ 
ing installations. Large or small, 
each job is professionally designed 
to fit your style and budget. With 
16 years experience, all of our 
work is guaranteed, our business 
is insured and our biggest asset is 
the reputation we nave earned 
with our clients. Call us to review 
our portfolio and references and to 
schedule a free design consultation 
and estimate. Ask for Terry or 
Diane, (301)270-2242. 

PURCHASES 

WORLD'S FINEST ORANGE 
GIFT PACK: For all your gift giv¬ 
ing needs. Any time - year 
round. 10-14 lbs. $19.95 deliv¬ 
ered TREE FRESH in the continental 
USA. For more information or to 
place an order call 1-800-695- 
3852 or fax (209) 539-2089. 

110-220-VOLT 
EXPORT PRODUCTS 
Multi-system TV/VCRs, comput¬ 
ers, audio-visual equipment, 
electronics, small & major 
appliances, transformers, volt¬ 
age regulators, supplies, and 
more. TEL: (703) 379-6100 
(Washington D.C. area) Please 
see our display ad. 

ADVERTISING 

Classified and display advertis¬ 
ing are available. School 
Advertising Supplement scheduled 
for June 1995. Copy deadline April 
25. For more information, call the 
FSJ Advertising Department at 
(202) 338-4045. 
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Destination 
Washington, D.C.? 
Let Long & Foster, 
the Area’s Largest Real Estate Company, 
Lead the Way 

Long & Foster, 
the leading real estate 

firm in the nation’s capital, 
is noted for customer satisfaction 
and has been helping people buy 

and sell homes for over 26 years. If 
you are being assigned to the Washington, 

D.C. area, put Long & Foster’s expertise, 
experience and market knowledge to work for you. 

Serving the real estate needs of the Foreign 
Service community is our speciality. If you’re interested 

in buying a home, we can provide you with all the 
details of available housing alternatives. Or, if you are 

leaving the area, we can help you sell your home quickly 
and at the best price possible. 

For up-to-date information on living in the Washington, D.C. 
Metropolitan area, call, fax or mail the coupon below. 

NANCY CORNICK 
will give you the benefit of her specialized experience in 

Buyer or Seller Agency 

LONG & FOSTER9 ^ 
REALTORS® L=J 

Phone: (703) 573-2600 
Fax: (703) 641-9524 

DESTINATION WASHINGTON, D.C./ ATTENTION NANCY CORNICK 

Name I’m interested in: 
Address □ Information on buying a home in 

Virginia Maryland D.C. 

□ Selling my present home 
Phone □ Free Home Buyers Guide 
Expected Date of Arrival □ Free Home Sellers Guide 

FAX OR MAIL TO: NANCY CORNICK, LONG & FOSTER, 3918 PROSPERITY, AVENUE, FAIRFAX, VA 22031 



Focus 

THE PLUMMETING 

OF YELTSIN’S STAR 

Will President 

Boris Yeltsin’s 

handling of the 

Chechen con¬ 

flict cost him 

his reelection 

next year? 

CHECHNYA CRACKDOWN 

A POLITICAL LIABILITY 

FOR IMPERILED LEADER 

BIJ Vladimir Shlapentokh 

. lie escalating Chechen war, criticized by the general public as well 

as the Kremlin’s political enemies, is deflating President Boris Yeltsins popularity, decentralizing his power and seri¬ 

ously jeopardizing his 1996 reelection hid. Once again, Russian politics are revolving around the preservation of 
authoritative rule, successfully achieved by Yeltsin in the last three years, with little regard for the country’s long-term 

national interest. 

Until October 1994, developments in the separatist Chechen Republic generated little concern among most 

Russians, even though its president, Djofar Dudaiev, proclaimed independence in 1991. The issue had not been on 
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Yeltsin’s team saw a crackdown on the nearly four-year-old 

Chechen independence movement as a good opportunity to 

enhance the president’s declining prestige. 

the Kremlins front burner, either, until its December 

crackdown, which has quickly escalated into Moscow’s 

bloodiest conflict since the nearly decade-long Soviet 

intervention in Afghanistan that left 13,000 troops dead. 

By comparison, an estimated 25,000 civilians and more 

than 2,500 Soviet troops are believed to have died so far 

in tiie Chechen war, although few reliable figures exist. 

Despite several attempts at cease-fires in the last 

three months, none has held for more than six days and 

Yeltsin has been criticized by most politicians for his 

insincerity in reaching a political solution. 

In fact, on March 21, Russian group troops launched an 

offensive against separatist forces east of Grozny, which 

followed an announcement that President Bill Clinton 

would join Yeltsin in Moscow for a May 9 celebration of 

the 50th anniversary of the Allied voctory over Nazi 

Germany in World War II. Secretary of State Warren 

Christopher had warned in February that Clinton would 

not attend the festivities if tire Chechnya war continued. 

In the past, Yeltsins decisions were made based on their 

ability to help expand or strengthen his power. His manip¬ 

ulations have included the hurried signing of the Belovezh 

agreement that ousted Mikhail Gorbachev from the 

Kremlin in 1991; his refusal to cooperate with a Parliament 

that limited Iris power in 1993; the army’s shelling of die 

Beyli Dorn, or White House, in October 1993 to gain his 

compliance; and the hasty adoption of a constitution in 

1993, which has reduced legislators’ role in decision-mak¬ 

ing. The decision to crush the burgeoning Chechen inde¬ 

pendence movement also falls into this category. Although 

Yeltsin has concentrated Iris power since October 1993, he 

has been unable to muster the support of the populace and 

achieve significant social or economic goals. 

Russians are continually reminded of the growing inepti¬ 

tude of die state machinery. The administration’s announce¬ 

ment of an improved economic situation, mostly due to a 

Vladimir Shlapentokh is a professor of sociology at 

Michigan State University. 

decline in inflation, was smashed by a new spurt of higher 

prices generated by the catastrophic fall of the ruble on Oct. 

11, so-called “Black Tuesday.” Despite a dramatic increase in 

crime, none of the murderers of the many prominent people 

slain in file last year has been apprehended. And society is 

becoming increasingly polarized by income level. 

Within this bleak environment, Yeltsin faces the 1996 

presidential race with little prospect of being reelected. 

Before the December crackdown, there were no signs that 

Yeltsin was considering resigning from the political scene. 

But despite the growing hostility of the populace, the 

Parliament and die army, and despite Yeltsins failing health 

and his acknowledged alcoholism, his desire to retain power 

remained his top priority' dirough 1994. He was actively sup¬ 

ported by his team, who fear conniption changes if he is not 

reelected. Gennady Zuganov, die leader of die opposition 

Communist Party, has bluntiy' warned Yeltsin that he will be 

jailed after his departure, regardless of what prompts his fall. 

It is only natural that die Yeltsin team started sever¬ 

al months ago to design a strategy to prolong Yeltsin’s 

control of the Kremlin. Signs of die first scenario 

emerged in the summer of 1993, when Yeltsin’s advis¬ 

ers sent out feelers to measure the public’s reaction if 

the 1996 elections were canceled. At the same time, die 

second scenario — that tire election, honest or rigged, 

would be held — was pursued by the Yeltsin team. 

However, regardless of which scenario Yeltsin’s advisers 

choose, they understand the need for a loyal military to 

defuse any tiireat to the Kremlin. 

Unfortunately for the Yeltsin administration, it can¬ 

not rely on the army, widely believed to be die most dis¬ 

contented of Russian institutions. Many Russian offi¬ 

cers, if not most, voted against Yeltsin and for Vladimir 

Zhirinovsky in the December 1993 elections. A recent 

survey of Russian officers conducted by a Moscow 

research firm found that only 29 percent of die army is 

loyal to Yeltsin. Officers and soldiers are furious about 

die declining economy, the downfall of the country’s 

military-industrial complex, increased crime and die 
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disintegration of the Soviet Union. They also are angry 

about the national humiliation of Russia, which forsook 

its status as a superpower and abandoned its position in 

East Europe and Germany; they view modem Russian 

foreign policy as one of groveling before the West. 

Defense Minister Pavel Grachev has been blamed for 

the corruption of Russian troops in Germany and later 

for bungling the military operation in Chechnya. 

The autumn 1993 confrontation with Parliament, as 

well as the subsequent developments named above, 

showed that Yeltsin and Iris regime cannot be protected 

against all-out mutiny by tire army. This is especially true 

if the army decides to disobey Yeltsins orders and join 

tire opposition. Therefore, the Kremlin has developed a 

network of independent “power structures,” each with 

its own military unit, to defend the regime and Yeltsin in 

tire event of a crisis. Yeltsin's personal guard, the 

Presidential Security Service, also was made indepen¬ 

dent of other units, in stark contrast to the past when the 

Kremlin guard was a part of the KGB. 

Although the creation of a special presidential mili¬ 

tary has strengthened Yeltsins position somewhat, 

his team has long been looking for developments that 

could further enhance his prestige. The Chechen opera¬ 

tion was chosen for this purpose. All other theories 

explaining why year-end 1994 was chosen for the crack¬ 

down after three years of tolerance for the region’s inde¬ 

pendence movement are simply not plausible. 

Indeed, a successful short military campaign to bring 

the rebellious republic back into the fold would have 

increased Yeltsins status as a statesman symbolizing the 

integrity' of mother Russia. A fast and convincing victory 

over Chechnya would be a clear signal to till separatist 

movements that all rebels can and will be crushed. 

Victor Stepashin, head of the Counterintelligence 

Service, promised to achieve this goal by exploiting the 

opposition to Dudaiev’s regime inside Chechnya along 

with the help of a few hundred Russian volunteers. 

Grachev had originally believed that only a few military 

army units would be needed to bring Dudaiev as a pris¬ 

oner to Moscow in a few days. But nothing like this has 

happened. 

In fact, the terrible performance of the Kremlin in 

this war has dramatically changed the political situation 

in the former Soviet Union. As Otto Latsis, a well-known 

Soviet journalist, said in the newspaper Izvestia, “The 

Chechen crisis turned out to be a crisis of the whole sys¬ 

tem of political order in the country.” The operation has 

turned into a protracted war that, despite several failed 

cease-fire attempts, is without a visible end. In addition 

to high casualties, the conflict — as the world is witness¬ 

ing via vivid media images — has destroyed the region s 

largest city of Grozny and prompted the flight of hun¬ 

dreds of thousands of refugees. 

The developments in Chechnya also have uncovered 

deep disarray of the Yeltsin administration. Leaders of 

the country’s major political institutions are divided over 

the conflict, but both the Parliament and its two cham¬ 

bers are too weak to exert even modest control over the 

decision-making process. All decisions concerning the 

war are made by the Security Council, a non-elected, 

extra-constitutional body. 

The conflict also is underscoring the regimes willing¬ 

ness to resort to even more absurd lies than did the old 

Soviet regime. The Yeltsin administration seriously con¬ 

tends that the Chechens themselves destroyed their own 

homes and drat Lithuanian female snipers played a cru¬ 

cial role in the resistance to the Russian invasion, but it 

is widely known that these are falsehoods. Numerous 

times in the last month, the administration has pro¬ 

claimed victory, even as Russian casualties continued to 

mount. Nonetheless, the Russian public remains unim¬ 

pressed at least and contemptible at best toward Yeltsin 

over the conflict; according to recent polls, only 10 per¬ 

cent of the population cares about what is happening in 

Chechyna. 

Unexpectedly, the war has created an almost united 

front of varying political forces against the Kremlin. 

This is all the more amazing because the democrats, 

angry at the use of violence against Chechens, are for¬ 

saking their earlier support of Yeltsin and forgetting 

their endorsement of the shelling of the Parliament anil 

of the authoritarian Constitution. At the same time, the 

Communists joined the opposition to the war, despite 

their claim to be strong advocates of a unified country. 

Never in the past — even considering the confronta¬ 

tion between the French media and De Gaulle in the 

late 1960s and the American media against the Vietnam 

War in the late 1960s — has the press been so hostile 

toward a government as the Russia media currently is. 

Continued on page 36 
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THE POWER OF PUBLIC OPINION 
BY PETER SEMLER 

A bove all, the Chechnya conflict has demon- 

J % strated the increasing force in Moscow of 

J. jLpublic opinion — that of Russians themselves 

and that of countries in the West. The proverbial sub¬ 

missive Russians used all the freedoms of glasnost to 

condemn the misconceived Chechyna operation. The 

Russian people will decide what lessons to draw from 

Moscow’s continuing failures in its use of military 

force. Their decision will for once take place in propi¬ 

tious circumstances: In this time of trouble, there are 

no German armies poised to move east, no Golden 

Horde galloping in the steppes, no Polish-sponsored 

pretenders to the throne, not even a Chinese army on 

tire Ussuri River. 

There is instead the urgency of economic stability. 

Too many Russians live under the poverty line, too 

many pensions have been eroded by inflation, health 

services and birthrates have crumbled, life expectan¬ 

cy has plunged, and crime has exploded. 

At the same time the country is being transformed 

with the small elite in mind. Well-dressed young men 

embark on careers in finance, business and farming. 

Dachas large and small are going up everywhere, wain- 

scotted cottages are being restored by former collective 

fanners, whole sections of Moscow have been spruced 

up — even though municipal services are degenerating. 

What everyone wants is a Thennidor, a period of 

calm during which inflation can be reined in, wages 

and pensions increased and a sound financial struc¬ 

ture built. Russians want the promising trend of 1994 

— before Chechnya — to resume. However, the ex- 

manager turned entrepreneur has no wish to become 

once again a cog in an enormous bureaucratic 

machine. He wants the stock he now owns to appre- 

Peter Semler, a retired Foreign Service officer who 
has served two terms in Moscow, is vice president of 
the Russian Farm Supply Fund, a non-profit group 
helping demobilized Russian soldiers become inde¬ 
pendent farmers. 

ciate and provide the good fife he has long anticipat¬ 

ed — probably while living in the apartment assigned 

to him by a Communist Party bousing board, but 

which he now owns. 

Do these people really care much about Russian 

influence in the world? Would they vote for a nation¬ 

alist leader intent upon restoring the empire at the 

risk of World War III? Hardly. An amazingly large 

percentage of Russians have declared diemselves 

against the Chechnya intervention, even though it was 

intended to end a secession within Russia’s accepted 

borders and even though the much disliked Chechens 

were the victims. 

This not so silent majority would obviously benefit 

from increased cooperation with the West. There are 

some implicit limits: Russians do not want to be consid¬ 

ered Third Worlders nor do they wish to see a dispro¬ 

portionate part of their country and its natural resources 

sold at derisory prices to carpetbaggers. They expect 

their leaders to know how to strike a balance between 

much needed foreign investment and fire sales. They 

want to see their country respected, not feared. 

The West so far has reacted ambivalently to the hor¬ 

rors in Chechnya. At one level, the human rights viola¬ 

tions involved in die disproportionate use of force have 

shocked American and European publics. The U.S. 

Congress, in a mood to bash President Boris Yeltsin, is 

threatening to cut off $340 million in aid — already 

reduced from the 1994 figure of $1.6 billion — and is 

calling on President Clinton to boycott the 50th anniver¬ 

sary of World II celebrations in Moscow on May 9. 

Pressures have mounted for NATO to expand east¬ 

ward. Private investment has dropped from an 

already slow pace. German and Austrian foreign min¬ 

isters have snubbed Russian leaders, although 

Russian Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin has 

recently been received by England and France. 

But in the long term, the Chechnya tragedy is likely 

to reinforce Russian cooperation with the worlds major 

democracies. ■ 
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Continued from page 34 

Liberal or conservative, the Russian papers are united in 
their opposition to the Chechen war. Only nationalists 
like Zhirinovsky are staunch supporters of Yeltsins 
adventures in Chechnya. 

Even more important is tire reaction of ordinary 
Russians. Despite the impact of nationalist ideology on 
Russians, most condemn the war and the Kremlins 
policy, with no more than 20 percent supporting the 
Chechens. Moscow has been known to resort to brutal 
methods during times of war, but the cruelties of the 
Bosnian conflict pale in comparison to that of the 
Russian army against Chechnya civilians. Russians in all 
comers of the country have been horrified that the 
army can oppress its own people so brutally. 

The war also exacerbated conflicts between Moscow 
and the regions, particularly in die national republics. 
At a January meeting in Cheboksary, regional leaders 
publicly denounced the Chechen adventure, which 
they viewed as a threat to their own autonomy. Indeed, 
the Chechen conflict has created tensions in the bor¬ 
dering Muslim republics of North Caucasia, particular¬ 
ly in Dagestan and Ingushetia. There is a great deal of 
evidence that signals the readiness of these republics to 
join their Chechen brothers in the war against the 
Russians. Even now, no one in Moscow is certain tiiat 
the threat of a new Caucasian war has been averted. 

The Chechen war has also drastically damaged the 
international image of both Russia and Yeltsin. 

The sight of the beautiful century-old city of Grozny, 
mercilessly destroyed by the Russian army, will remain 
a symbol of the Kremlins cruelty for years to come. No 
single public building in the city was left unscathed by 
Russian artillery. Most of the houses were also 
destroyed, forcing 80 percent of the city’s 400,000 peo¬ 
ple to flee the city, joining the 250,000 other refugees 
who have also been victims of the war. The former 
Soviet satellites in East Europe, as well as Germany, 
are particularly stricken by the Kremlins violence. It is 
not surprising that the Council of Europe decided in 
February to delay Russian entry in its organization until 
a political solution to the Chechen conflict has been 
found, an act that has deeply humiliated Moscow. 

The Kremlin’s inability to defeat the Chechens thus 
far has immensely increased the tension on the 

Russian political scene, despite longstanding political 
and economic disequilibrium. Each political actor is 
trying to exploit the debacle for his own purpose. 
Yeltsin continues to be the key figure in the country, 
and his handling of the Chechen affair continues to be 
an important factor in Russian political life. 

If the Kremlin does not yield defeat, the most likely 
scenario in the Chechen war’s aftermath will be the fur¬ 
ther evolution of Russia toward authoritarianism. It is 
easy to predict the gradual denigration of his opposi¬ 
tion for non-patriotic behavior, making his enemies 
responsible for the demoralization of the army and its 
casualties. This campaign will most likely be accompa¬ 
nied by strengthened ties with nationalists who accuse 
democrats of betraying the army. The cancellation of 
the 1996 presidential election — or its being fixed — 
now seems quite likely, and this is especially so if 
Yeltsin’s condition, both physically and politically, does 
not improve. 

The radical purge of the media will be, of course, a 
very important part of the Kremlin’s strategy to main¬ 
tain power, since Yeltsin cannot retain support against 
such an arrogant and critical media. At the same time 
Yeltsin will probably tiy to create a professional army, a 
move supported by all political forces, including 
democrats, and use this occasion to purge soldiers dis¬ 
loyal to his regime. 

Yeltsin wall continue to support, if not publicly, the 
country’s continuing reversal to the ideology of 
“besieged Russia.” He is basing this on his belief that 
the West is trying to prevent the recover)' of the 
Russian economy, isolating her while other East 
European countries and eventually Ukraine become 
part of NATO. All these developments will continue to 
push Russia away from democracy. The threat to cut off 
Western assistance to Russia will have little effect on 
this process. Moreover, many Russian politicians, even 
democrats, now call for diminished Russian depen¬ 
dence on Western assistance, in accordance with grow¬ 
ing anti-Western sentiments throughout the country. 

Neither Yeltsin nor his critics can overcome the 
schism created by the Chechen war. However, if recon¬ 
ciliation does not occur soon, and Yeltsin decides to 
observe the Russian constitution, then presidential elec¬ 
tions will proceed. It is difficult to predict who among 
Yeltsin’s critics would gain control of the Kremlin if he 
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loses, but die victory of a general, a centrist like Victor 
Chernomyrdin, a moderate Communist widi nationalist 
overtones like Gennadi Ziuganov or Peter Romanov, or 
even Zhirinovsky, cannot be excluded. 

One also cannot exclude die potential of another 
political showdown like the one that crippled the 
Kremlin in October 1993. 

The army’s anger towards the existing regime due to 
the Chechen war has only increased. Two generals, Boris 
Gromov and Alexander Lebed, are considered by many 
Russians to be die best candidates for rescuing the coun¬ 
try. Polls show that two-thirds of Russians believe in die 
need for the army's “iron hand,” and observers say die 
public could be lured into supporting a military coup if 
the generals promise to eliminate or curb rampant crime 
and corruption. The Chechen conflict may be a key fac¬ 
tor in setting a stage for such an operation. 

A growing number of liberals and intellectuals are 
becoming increasingly disillusioned with Russian 
democracy and many have publicly argued that 

Russians are unable to live under democratic rule. 
However, the intelligentsia supports neither 
Communists nor nationalists. Along with millions of 
other Russians, they now dream of a general, a la 
Chile s Augusto Pinochet, who will save the country. 

While there is little doubt that most Russians 
would support a military coup, this does not imply 
that the generals would risk seizing power unconstitu¬ 
tionally, although certain conditions, such as the can¬ 
cellation of presidential elections or a general strike 
by workers in a key industry, could set the stage for a 
forced action. 

As of now, Yeltsin remains the key political figure in 
Russia. His healdi, his advisers, his strategies for retain¬ 
ing power, and his mistakes and miscalculations are 
important for the future of Russia. So far, the role of 
numerous other political actors in Russia is measured 
by their ability to support or fight the current master of 
the Kremlin and his handling of the growing escalation 
of the Chechnya conflict. ■ 
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THE DEMORALIZATION 
OF THE MILITARY 

Young Russian 

recruits take a 

break outside 

Grozny. Most of 

the Kremlin’s sol¬ 

diers are inexpe¬ 

rienced and 

undertrained. 

ARMY’S AMBIVALENCE 

LEADS TO DESERTION 

AND INSUBORDINATION 

By Frederick J. Chiaventone 

i he Russian army’s ambivalence to the savage war in the separatist 

Republic of Chechnya is central to its inability to pull off the stunning military success the Kremlin anticipated when 

soldiers marched in nearly four months ago. 

Most informed speculation revolves around the usual questions — the political survivability of President Boris Yeltsin, 

the future of U.S.-Russian relations, and how Russia w ill manage the cost of the war, currently projected at $4 billion. 

What most observers have missed, however, is a more critical — and much more sinister — development: the 

Russian military’s conduct of operations. Here I refer not to the amateurish bungling of Russian tactics, although 
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With thousands of their comrades dead, wounded or cap¬ 

tured, and under continuous attack by the Chechen rebels, 

soldiers felt betrayed by the politicians, so Russian comman¬ 

ders in the field bega n to take matters into their own hands. 

shocking in itself, but rather the refusal of Russian 
field commanders to respond to orders issued by civil¬ 
ian leaders in Moscow. Russian leadership had erro¬ 
neously believed that the Chechen resistance would 
crumble at the sight of Russian troops, thus the initial 
invasion force was made up largely of recruits with 
minimal training and no combat experience. 

In this bloody and ultimately unnecessary conflict, 
something is going terribly wrong, as Russian officers 
openly question the legitimacy of political decisions 
and operational orders issued by the Kremlin. Initially 
this insubordinate behavior took the form of the 
refusal by Major Gen. Ivan Babichev to attack the 
Chechens in December, but other commanders fol¬ 
lowed his lead. And once the fighting had begun in 
earnest by January, this behavior quickly evolved into 
a general refusal to stop artillery and air attacks when 
ordered specifically to do so by Yeltsin himself. 

The indiscretions of a few disgruntled Russian offi¬ 
cers may seem merely troublesome, just another curi¬ 
ous development in a puzzling little war. But, when 
viewed in a larger context, they have much deeper sig¬ 
nificance. After enduring nearly 50 years of nuclear 
madness and countless acts of Cold War bravado and 
brinkmanship, the populations of both tire West and tire 
former East Bloc felt they should be able to take a 
break, put their domestic affairs in order, and enjoy the 
fruits of peace. All parties to the Cold War agreed they 
should be able to demobilize the legions of warriors and 
consign the paraphernalia of superpower confrontation 

Frederick J. Chiaventone is a retired professor of inter¬ 
national security affairs at the U. S. Army Command & 
General Staff College in Ft. Leavenworth, Kans. He is 
a contributing editor to the Historical Dictionary of the 
U.S. Army, to be published later this year, and a con¬ 
tributing author to the forthcoming Oxford 
Companion to American Military History. 

to the salvage yard. The unfortunate truth is that the 
respective arsenals of democracy and communism had 
become so extensive that the very act of demilitarization 
has proven a risky business indeed. Part of the problem 
is that these arsenals consist not only of weapons sys¬ 
tems, but of people as well. 

The problem with dissolving armies is that they 
tend to leave a host of social and political prob¬ 

lems in their wake. Americans have been lucky. While 
U.S. armed forces have been reduced by over 330,000 
over the past four years, U.S. society and the economy 
have thus far been well up to the task of returning dis¬ 
charged service members to civilian life. 

The process has not gone so smoothly in the frag¬ 
menting former Soviet empire. Retired U.S. Lt. Gen. 
Bill Odom, a longtime veteran of the national security 
process, and now director of National Security Studies 
at the Hudson Institute in Washington, D.C., has noted 
the disillusionment of the Soviet military. Having expe¬ 
rienced the traumatic “psychological shock of losing the 
empire,” he notes, “[they] have had their mission taken 
away from them and now find themselves with a huge 
military staff and millions of soldiers all madly looking 
for a job.” Odom’s concerns are well-founded, especial¬ 
ly when one considers that this psychological trauma 
extends well beyond the recently unemployed soldiery 
to the ranks of those Russian soldiers, commanders and 
staff officers still on active duty. 

When the Soviet Union disintegrated in 1989, its 
successor Commonwealth of Independent States did 
not so much reduce its armed forces as dismember 
them. Thousands of soldiers were released into society 
only to swell the ranks of the unemployed. As the for¬ 
mer Soviet Union s complex control network began to 
collapse, the central government in Moscow became 
ever less capable of supporting, let alone controlling, 
the far-flung military garrisons that remained on active 
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duty. Entire units, from the Baltics to the Caucasus, 

found themselves increasingly isolated and left to their 

own devices. 

Moscow, in many instances, was unable to either 

pay or supply its troops. An entire segment of Russian 

society, which had become accustomed to a relatively 

good life and an elevated social status, suddenly found 

itself disenfranchised and relegated to the margins. 

Military families were crammed into abandoned bar¬ 

racks and railroad cars, and left to fend for them¬ 

selves. 

In an interview, one Russian lieutenant colonel, a 

veteran of operations in the Afghanistan war who 

requested anonymity, talked of his difficulties as a 

regimental commander during the turbulent period 

following the collapse of the Soviet systems. Left high 

and diy by Moscow, without funds or supplies, he 

said his regiment was forced to form its own farm col¬ 

lective — raising pigs and selling them on the local 

market — to feed the troops. Other regiments sold 

off their military hardware to a variety of weapons 

entrepreneurs, who would sell them to organized 

crime syndicates, the Serbs or rebels in other inde¬ 

pendence movements in Europe or Asia. Virtually 

anything, from AK-47 assault rifles to T-72 main bat¬ 

tle tanks, was available for the right price. AK-47s 

could fetch $25, a relatively new tank went for 

$300,000 and a Russian Hind helicopter was priced at 

as little as $2 million. 

Other units dealt with the problem in less benign 

ways. One regiment in Azerbaijan found that the civil 

war raging around Nagorno-Karabakh presented a 

golden entrepreneurial opportunity. Entire combat 

units, from Hind attack helicopter squadrons to 

artillery batteries, were made available to the highest 

bidder on a day-to-day basis. If Russian helicopters 

strafed an Azeri village on Monday, the Azeri village 

elders could hire the same unit for a retaliatory attack 

on a rival Armenian village the following Tuesday. 

When the Russian lieutenant colonel was asked his 

opinion of this business arrangement, he shrugged 

and observed wryly that it appeared the West had 

accomplished its goal of bringing free-market capital¬ 

ism to the former Soviet Union. He admitted being 

dismayed by such blatant mercenary behavior, but 

could, however, understand what drove some units to 

these extremes. “What did you expect?” he said. “In a 

sense, it’s free enterprise gone mad.” 

For a demoralized and angry Russian military, the war 

in Chechnya may well be the last straw. Given a mis¬ 

sion that initially had been described as a simple matter of 

“peacekeeping,” Russian forces sent to Grozny quickly 

found they had neither clear instructions nor full support 

from their political leaders in Moscow. Initially, troops 

were confused and disgruntled. In early January, however, 

Moscow’s misguided attempt to increase pressure on the 

Chechens misfir ed when precision air strikes went awry 

and struck some distinctly non-military targets, such as an 

orphanage, an attack that received wide media coverage. 

The Chechens responded furiously and, by mid- 

January, the “peacekeeping” mission had devolved into a 

full-scale war. Mauled by the Chechen rebels, inexperi¬ 

enced and frustrated Russian troops lashed out with 

tanks, artillery and more air strikes. Chechen resistance 

stiffened and the Russians responded with a series of ill- 

planned armored assaults to the heart of the city. 

Ignoring a cardinal rule of urban warfare, Russian com¬ 

manders pushed armored units into the city without 

infantry support and found themselves at the mercy of 

tile Chechen fighters. 

The Chechens simply lured the heavy armor deeper 

into the urban jungle and then unleashed a firestorm of 

rocket-propelled grenades and Molotov cocktails from 

rooftops and basements. Entire Russian units disap¬ 

peared into the death trap, as television cameras record¬ 

ed the scene. As international and domestic protests 

began to mount, Yeltsin tried to back off and ordered a 

halt to air and artillery strikes. But by now the situation 

had spiraled out of bis control. Yeltsins “splendid little 

war” had taken on a life of its own and, to the forces in 

the field, Moscow had become irrelevant. 

As amply documented by television, radio and print 

journalists, and even Yeltsins own human rights commis¬ 

sioner, Sergei Kovalyov, the army ignored orders to cease 

and desist. With thousands of their comrades dead, 

wounded or captured, soldiers felt they had been betrayed 

by politicians in Moscow, and under continuous attack by 

the Chechen rebels, Russian commanders in the field 

began to take matters into their own hands. While many 

news reports indicated die assault on Grozny is being 

directed from Moscow, more seasoned analysts believe 
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civilian authorities are no longer calling die shots. Few will 

dare to admit it, but an estimated 3,000 of die 40,000 

troops in Chechnya have deserted, according to die U.S. 

Foreign Military Studies Office at Fort Leavenworth, 

Kans. Indeed, between 60 and 80 percent of die heavily 

fractionalized troops support ultranationalist Vladimir 

Zhirinovsky, according to 1993 election figures. Defense 

Minister Grachev, widely despised as “Pasha Mercedes,” a 

pejorative term alluding to his reputation for corruption 

and excess, enjoys virtually no support among soldiers. 

This disintegration of command and control in the 

Russian military seems to be a sudden development, a 

direct outgrowdi of die bungled Chechen adventure, but 

it has been building for many years. For those who were 

watching carefully, the warning signs were evident long 

ago. Jacob Kipp, senior East European analyst at die 

Foreign Military Studies Office, and editor of European 

Security magazine, has long warned of the dangers of 

Soviet demobilization. He said the collapsing Soviet bloc, 

witii its economic, political and social systems in chaos, 

would be ill-equipped to handle an accelerated disman¬ 

tling of its armed forces. He warned that tiiis, coupled 

with a resurgence of long dormant or suppressed cultur¬ 

al hatreds and a surfeit of sophisticated weaponry on die 

open market, could easily lead to decades of ethnic con¬ 

flict and the radicalization of the Russian military. 

Almost three years ago, in a meeting witii Kipp and 

Col. Vladimir Rubanov, a former KGR officer who has 

since risen to become deputy secretary of Yeltsins 

Security Council, a colleague brought in a report claim¬ 
ing that Lt. Gen. Aleksandr Lebed, whose troops had ral¬ 

lied around Yeltsin in 1991, had taken the former Soviet 

14tii Army, seized control of part of Moldova and 

declared the independence of the Republic of Trans- 

Dniester. I asked Kipp if Lebed had become a sort of 

warlord, but he just nodded his head and observed that 

Lebed would probably be just die first of many. “Idle 

hands,” he said, “are the devils workshop, you know.” 

Rubanov, intimately familiar with the 14th Army and 

Lebed, was not nearly so blase, noting that the latter 

retained operational control of a number of tactical 

nuclear weapons, and warned diat even more discon¬ 

certing developments could be expected. The Russian 

army, he asserted, was in danger of becoming a “master¬ 

less army,” with all tiiat tire term implied. Europe, which 

faced die problem of “masterless armies” at the height of 

the Renaissance, should recognize the inherent dangers 

of this phenomenon. 

Although die Renaissance was a time of marvelous 

advances in art, music, literature and science, it was 

also a time of extreme violence and internecine warfare. 

The continent was ravaged by die savage Hundred Years 

War. Taxed by the protracted nature of tiiis confiict, 

nations, city states mid petty nobility found that tiiey 

were unable to rely upon die questionable military skills 

of short-term feudal levies. As a result, warring factions 

began to depend more and more on the services of mer¬ 

cenary armies. These professional soldiers provided their 

leaders with die continuity and experience needed to 

wage war for extended periods of time. The problem 

was that these bands were always for sale to die highest 

bidder. 

As noted military historian T.N. Dupuy has obseived, 

“No soldier, from die lowest private to highest general, felt 

the slightest stirrings of patriotism or personal interest in 

success or victory, other than as a contribution to person¬ 

al profit.” A consequence was tiiat diese “free companies,” 

as tiiey came to be known, quickly became a scourge to 
civilization. Unemployed, unskilled for any pursuit but 

war, tiiey frequently preyed on the very citizens who had 

employed them. Raiding, looting and extorting monies for 

“protection,” they became little more tiian a loose net¬ 

work of heavily armed and competing criminal cartels. At 

die time the most sophisticated weaponry available was 

the crossbow; it is frightening to imagine die Russian mil¬ 
itary as a sort of late 20th century “free company” armed 

with T-80 tanks and nuclear weapons. 

Witii almost 2.5 million men still under arms, the 

Russian military remains one of the largest and most 

powerful armed forces in the world — and it may be out 

of control. It is a fearful prospect indeed — a disgruntied 

soldiery loyal only to local commanders, contemptuous 

of civilian control, poorly paid, badly used. At tireir dis¬ 

posal are some of the most powerful and destructive 

weapons in die history of die world. As evidenced in the 

siege of Grozny, portions of that military have thrown off 

the yoke of civilian control and indulged their baser 

instincts — survival and vengeance. No matter what die 

final outcome of the war in Chechnya, Yeltsin and Russia 

will not be die only losers. If the capitals of Europe are 

not already trembling, they should be. ■ 
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THE LEGITIMACY 

OF SEPARATISM 

An elderly 

Chechen 

woman waits at 

a local school 

that houses 

refugees, one of 

the many for 

hundreds of 

thousands of 

refugees left 

homeless by 

Moscow’s four- 

month-old 

crackdown. 

DOES CHECHNYA 

HAVE A RIGHT 

To INDEPENDENCE? 

By Doug Ford 

he Chechen conflict spotlights some potentially cataclysmic conflicts 

among Russians’ basic rights, as protected by their new Constitution, formally adopted after a public vote in December 

1993. Not only is it a fight over the institutional rights of self-determination and sovereignty by Chechen and Russian 

governments, but a daily challenge to ordinary citizens’ rights, such as rights to life, liberty and free expression. 

The Chechens are pursuing their perceived right of self-determination, one of tire underlying principles of the new 

Constitution, even though it has no language on the right to secession. And, in pursuing its four-month crackdown against tire 

breakaway republic, tire Russian government is pursuing its right to preserve tire union, which the new Constitution also allows. 

Although Chechnya first declared its independence in 1991, tire issue was not addressed imder tire former Soviet Constitution. 
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Polls show that Russians believe every one has the right to 

organize resistance against government policy, says William 

Reisinger, a University of Iowa political science professor 

who conducts public opinion polls in Russia. 

The crackdown, which produced graphic media cov¬ 

erage of die carnage and generated a general public 

debate over the Kremlin s brutal treatment of Chechens, 

has demonstrated how Russians are trying to exercise 

their newly found rights, finally allowed after centuries 

of audioritarian governments diat acknowledged no 

individual rights. And bodi governments have been crit¬ 

icized by die media for trampling each others rights. 

Russia’s new Constitution guarantees basic rights 

expected from a document drafted widi die Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights and other international 

agreements in mind. However, it has not yet proven to 

be die venerable source of rights one might expect, 

given its explicit language on the subject. Specific indi¬ 

vidual rights now protected include the right of free 

speech and association; participatory rights in govern¬ 

ment, such as voting and the right to criticize and pres¬ 

sure the government; and rights protecting die individ¬ 

ual against government, such as due process and a day in 

court. 

These rights struggles show Russians are responding 

to their ability to use their Constitutional rights, though 

few would count the Constitution as the fountain of 

these rights. Yet, despite official transgressions and min¬ 

imal public confidence, the Constitution is a long step 

beyond anything drafted during the Soviet era. “It is 

changing political behavior at a national level,” says Blair 

Ruble, director of the Kennan Institute for Advanced 

Russian Studies at the Woodrow Wilson Center in 

Washington, D.C. Furthermore, it has channeled politi¬ 

cal opposition through the democratic process: 

Doug Ford, a former journalist, is a law student at 
Northeastern University, where he is specializing in 
constitutional and human rights law. Last fall, he 
worked for the American Bar Association’s Central and 
East European Law Initiative, which provides legal 
assistance to Russia. 

President Boris Yeltsins opponents are jockeying to 

unseat him in die next election but not to overthrow 

him, Ruble points out. 

For most Americans, constitutional rights have shad¬ 

owed them throughout dieir fives, protecting diem from 

government and other societal forces. Ordinary 

Russians have no such illusions. “They don’t have the 

sense of outrage at die ridiculous positions taken by gov¬ 

ernment officials,” notes Los Angeles Superior Court 

judge Judith Chirlin, who is of Russian heritage and has 

traveled to Russia frequendy in the last two years as a 

consultant to several courts. Lilia Shevtova, a Russian 

diplomat and journalist on fellowship to die Woodrow 

Wilson Center, agrees. “The achievement of die changes 

[since the mid-1980s] is in Russians’ expectations of 

rights, not in the rights they actually have,” she says. 

The roots of the rights consciousness date to former 

President Mikhail Gorbachev’s rise to power in the mid- 

1980s. Most observers cite the twin mantras of 

Gorbachev — perestroika (restructuring) and glasnost 

(openness) — as die sources of die current sense of 

rights. Russians’ attitude toward the government and 
dieir legal rights has perceptibly changed, says Keith 

Henderson, acting division chief and senior adviser to 

the Office of Democracy and Governance at the Agency 

for International Development’s (AID) Bureau for East 

Europe and die New Independent States (NIS). “A lot 

of our programs in Russia now are focused on improv¬ 

ing Russians’ access to the legal system. 

In the old days they didn’t want access, they wanted 

to stay far away from the legal system.” 

But a great deal of improvement in die Constitution and 

the Russian legal system is still needed. “We have a demo¬ 

cratic Constitution by all international standards, but die 

problem we now have is: How do you put it in practice?” 

asked Yuli Vorontsov, Russian ambassador to die United 

States, during a recent public forum in Washington, D.C. 

The Chechen war has undermined die right of self- 
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determination and created several other rights struggles. 

Yeltsins own human rights ombudsman, Sergei Kovalyov, 

has spent weeks in the war zone and lambasted Yeltsin s 

government for the military’s violation of civilian life and 

property. The Committee of Soldiers’ Mothers has 

demanded government accountability for the thousands 

of dead young men in what many view as an illegal war. 

The news media and even government television have 

defied Yeltsin’s official press committee by offering their 

own critical reports of the Russian campaign. 

Many Russians appear to toss off their new rights as 

irrelevant. “You can’t eat freedom,” is the cliched 

response of many to questions about the effect the 

changes have had on their rights. Although they are con¬ 

sumed by the economic difficulties that the changes have 

wrought on their lives, ordinary citizens remain conflicted. 

On the one hand, they retain a desire for Soviet-era rights 

to employment and social security, which imply govern¬ 

ment control of the economy. On the other hand, they 

believe the right to economic freedom — to be more than 

just a government worker and to be able to start their own 

business -— is a crucial new right. But tins second right 

requires a government retreat from the economy and 

implies a new emphasis on individual liberty’. 

But ordinary Russians clearly prefer the new empha¬ 

sis. “If workers were to choose between the freedom of 

today and the previous situation, they would choose 

[today’s] freedom,” says Shevtova. But workers do not 

share the typical western democratic hierarchy of rights 

that places individual, political rights at the top. Without 

some economic means, Shevtova says, workers have no 

meaningful political rights. 

Polls document Russians’ expectations for individual 

and political rights, albeit with some reservations. Jim 

Gibson, a political science professor at the University of 

Houston, says public opinion polling during the past cou¬ 

ple of years shows Russians demand the same sort of 

rights westerners do. However, many would limit the 

rights of minorities and of their political enemies. In 
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opinion polls, Russians have consistently supported free 

speech, says Steve Grant, head of the Russian, Ukraine, 

Commonwealth Branch of the Office of Research of the 

U.S. Information Agency (USIA), which polls Russians 

on their attitudes about rights. 

USIA’s August poll found that most Russians support the 

principles of democracy, but the findings question their 

commitment to those principles. Most Russians want free 

speech, fair elections and an independent media, while, at 

the same time, many believe these freedoms create disorder. 

The Constitution and its free speech provision like¬ 

wise reflect some of these tensions. Article 29 protects 

not only speech, but thought, mass information and the 

right to seek, produce and disseminate information by 

any legal method. But it also prohibits propaganda of 

social, racial, national or religious hatred or supremacy. 

Though the media is ostensibly independent, die federal 

government still controls most television programming, 

and many provincial governments control tire local print 

media. In Vladivostok in September, for example, die 

provincial head of administration for Russia’s Primorski 

Krai closed die leading independent newspaper. As part 

owner, die Krai administration claimed the right to fire 

editors it found to be critical. The staff rebelled, but the 

administration prevailed on the printing house not to 

publish the paper. In contrast, die powerful television 

images of die carnage of the Chechen war have demon¬ 

strated a shocking freedom when compared to past cov¬ 

erage of the military. Even some government-owned 

media did not suppress coverage to comply with Yeltsins 

official line. 

Ordinary Russians see the same people controlling 

the system and excluding them, regardless of elec¬ 

tions. Even though the new Constitution gives citizens 

the power to structure provincial and local governments, 

President Boris Yeltsin continues to appoint those who 

run die provinces. Even where people voted for local 

officials, many candidates came from the nomenklatura 
and managed to win election witii a network of cronies. 
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Furthermore, the bureaucracy has largely stymied 

people from Yeltsin on down who try to reform it. 

“People still have to get all manner of approvals, autho¬ 

rizations and licenses to do just about anything,” says 

Michael Zarin of the International Republican Institute 

(IRI), the Washington, D.C., counterpart to the National 

Democratic Institute, which both help develop democra¬ 

tic institutions, such as political parties. In contrast, 

where a new institution invites public input, ordinary 

Russians participate. “With the jury trial project, initially 

one of our biggest concerns was how we were going to 

get people to participate in the process,” says Henderson 

of AID. In fact, people willingly participate and, after 

seeing the system work, take more responsibility for their 

rights, he says. 

Visionaries and dreamers were the types who first 

risked jumping into the new political parties and NGOs, 

but their support base has broadened to workers, school 

teachers and salaried people from the new middle class. 

Political parties attract a wider and wider cross-section of 

the population, despite the prevalence of the nomen¬ 

klatura. “A lot of people were thinking of running for 

local level positions, not the duma (federal parliament), 

because local decisions are going to affect tilings more 

directly. Implicit in this thinking is the sense that these 

people can do more for the people this way,” says the U.S. 

State Departments Nick Klissas, NIS bilateral affairs offi¬ 

cer in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and 

Labor. 

The fact that some view participation in the political 

system or public organizations as a risk highlights the ten¬ 

tative nature of participatory rights. Nevertheless, ordi¬ 

nary Russians are participating more frequently in soci¬ 

ety’s institutions, whether solicited as in the jury trial or 

unsolicited as in NGOs. And polls show they believe they 

should have these participatory rights. “We found that 

people believe anybody should have the right to organize 

resistance against any government policy,” says William 

Reisinger, University of Iowa political science professor 

with a history of polling Russian public opinion. "We 
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would have thought that maybe Russians did not believe 

in this because of their sense of the collective. But diey 

overwhelmingly supported this. Politicians, however, 

were much more cautious,” than ordinary Russians in 

supporting this right. 

Ordinary Russians have that seemingly universal 

yeanling for justice and restraints on government power. 

Two gangland-style murders of journalists during die past 

six mondis drew thousands of people to public mourn¬ 

ings, turning the events into public condemnation of cor¬ 

ruption. 

Before his critical Chechnya report, Kovalyov, a for¬ 

mer dissident and current parliamentary deputy, issued a 

scatiiing report in mid-1994 on Russia’s observance of 

human rights. Though many Russians support crushing 

Chechen claims to independence, Kovalyovs reports — 

along with political and media criticism — have led most 

Russians to debate the propriety of a government action 

that would not have been publicly questioned in the past. 

Shevtova says Russians “have no sense of justice. 

There’s no sense of stable rules of the game among 

authorities, so why should diey follow die rules? So you 

have the criminalization of society.” Criminal gangs 

reportedly control not only the drug and prostitute 

trades, but whole territories, effectively putting both law 

enforcement and business enterprises in their pockets. 

The USIA poll revealed that a majority of respondents 

were disturbed at organized crime’s influence over gov¬ 

ernment. The pervasiveness of crime reveals some of the 

ironies of ordinary Russians’ sense of rights. Few fear the 

KGB or other government agencies knocking on their 

door in the middle of die night, certainly an improve¬ 

ment over die Soviet era. Yet diey would fear such a 

knock from a member of a criminal gang, who may want 

anydiing from the apartment to privatization stock 

coupons. 

Ordinary Russians are suspicious of the police and the 

justice system in general. But that attitude can now lead 

to greater justice through the jury trial, a growing phe¬ 

nomenon of Russian criminal law. “The prosecution is 

losing a lot more cases than around here [in the United 

States]. They would say die defendant confessed but the 

defendant says, ‘they beat me.’ And everybody knows the 

police beat people,” so die case is lost, says Chirlin, the 

Los Angeles judge. 

“Telephone justice,” where a government official calls 

in his decision to the judge, who then delivers it, has 

largely disappeared, according to judge Chirlin. In addi¬ 

tion, Yeltsin and the legislature have reactivated an osten¬ 

sible check on power, the Constitutional Court, which 

Yeltsin dissolved in 1993. In fact, ordinary Russians rec¬ 

ognize diey have new protections against the government 

but that these protections also benefit criminal elements, 

who contribute to public disorder. The result is an 

ambivalence about government crime-fighting powers 

common to Americans and odier westerns. For example, 

the USIA poll indicated that 72 percent agreed diat 

Russia needs a leader “who will put tilings in order and 

rale witii an iron hand.” Yet that poll shows tiiat many 

people oppose a dictatorship. 

The Chechen war fuels dismal comparisons to total¬ 

itarian historical periods, such as the rise of Adolph 

Hitler. Yet the criticism and debate surrounding 

Moscow’s crackdown against Chechnya illuminate ordi¬ 

nary citizens’ new'awareness to the right to govern 

themselves. B 

MCG 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

Former State Department Employee 
Stationed Overseas Understands Unique 
Financial Situation of Foreign Service 

Services Include: 
Retirement Planning 
The Preparation and Strategies 
Analysis: Insurance and Investments 
Lump Sum Retirement Options 

MARY CORNELLA GINN 
4550 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 442N 
Bethesda, Mary land 20814 
Phone: (301) 961-8500 
Fax: (703) 938-2278 

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH NATHAN & LEWIS SECURITIES, INC., 

MEMBER NASD & SIPC 
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THE FOGGY BOTTOM BORE 

ROAMING IIIS STATE DEPARTMENT BEAT, 

A REPORTER SUCCUMBS TO BUREAUCRATIC CULTURE 

BY GEORGE GEDDA 

t was a Saturday morning, 
and I was in a pensive mood. 
I was thinking, “Maybe it’s 
time for a change.” 

I’ve been wandering State 
Department halls too long. I 
go in early, stay late. The 

other day I told my family I was going golfing 
with my buddies. I lied. I went straight to the 
office to catch up on my reading. 

Last week. I told my wife to start getting tough 
with our rambunctious 10-year-old. “Power in the 
service of diplomacy,” I advised, nodding know¬ 
ingly. Hows that for pomposity? I’m becoming a 
bore. 

There’s a knock at the door. My neighbor Al 
wants some sugar. He inquires about my well¬ 
being. 

“Maybe 25 years is enough,” I tell him, my 
thoughts still on my job. “I’m having trouble 
sleeping at night. 1 keep worrying about Bosnia. 
The night before the GATT vote I was a nervous 
wreck. I mean, if the vote had gone the wrong 
way, all those years of work would have gone 
down the drain along with all those dreams about 
open markets leading to a new era of global pros¬ 
perity.” 

“Hey,” Al says. “Lighten up. Don’t worry about 
things you can’t control.” 

George Gedda has been covering the State 
Department for The Associated Press for too long. 

“My insomnia is not the only problem,” 1 
whine. “I need some Mike McCurry in me. 
Remember him? Right before Christmas, he 
showed up at a briefing dressed up as Santa Claus 
and tossed candy canes at the press. The only 
thing I toss around are bureaucratic cliches. I 
need to get a life. Instead of a ‘Go Redskins’ 
bumper sticker, I have one that says ‘Partnership 
for Peace Now!’ Another says ‘Support The 
Missile Technology Control Regime.’ What hap¬ 
pens at work infects everything I do. The other 
day Fred came by and asked if I had seen his 
missing dog. 1 said, 'Well, I’ve heard the reports 
but I have nothing for you on that.’” 

“You’re right,” Al agrees. “That was a pretty 
lame answer.” 

"That’s not all,” I continue. “Fred said he was 
worried that some young punks might have come 
into the neighborhood and kidnapped the dog. I 
told him ‘I think we should monitor the situation 
closely. We have to be prepared to protect and 
defend our security.’” 

“Right on,” Al replies. “Eternal vigilance is the 
price of freedom.” 

“Now you’re starting to talk like me.” 
“I’ve known you for too long. By the way, did 

Fred ever find his dog?” 
“The answer is the same one I gave him. I 

have nothing for you on that. I can say, though, 
that I’ve been in close consultations with the 
neighbors. We all agree we have to monitor the 
situation closely.” 
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“Maybe we need a neighborhood NATO.” 
“As a matter of fact, we are forming a 16- 

house grouping. We’ve decided to draw up a 
framework to ensure the integrity of the neigh¬ 
borhood is preserved.” 

“Hold on. A dog is missing and you’re ready to 
go out and form a defense alliance?” 

“Problems become crises unless they’re 
nipped in the bud. Weren’t you the one who was 
just warning about the need for eternal vigi¬ 
lance?” 

“Hey, I didn’t think you would take me so seri¬ 
ously.” 

“Maybe you’re right. I’ve got to be a bit more 
laid back. I sound like such a bureaucrat that 
some people can’t understand what I’m saying.” 

“What do you mean?” 
“The other day, I told a colleague at the office, 

‘I wanted to give the TQ on UNPROFOR to the 
DAS but he was at a CSCE MFM so I gave it to 
PM.” 

“What’s that supposed to mean?” 
“That’s my point. I’m just totally programmed. 

Last week, a few neighborhood teenagers got into 
a shouting match. I should have said, Tley, fellas, 
cool it.’ Instead, I called for all parties to exercise 
restraint. I warned them against the specter of an 
escalation leading to a cycle of violence. I also 
have a thing about acronyms. At work, we have 
acronyms for everything. I’m even inventing 
acronyms for things around the house.” 

“Like what?” 
“Well, the other day I asked my 12-year-old if 

she had fulfilled her duties under the TOTT pro¬ 
gram.” 

“What’s that?” 
“I’m embarrassed to admit it. ‘Take out the 

trash.’ Poor girl. I was on her case last Tuesday 
because she thought GATT meant ‘Grab all the 
tacos.’ I have to remember, she’s only 12. Last 
week, I said to her, ‘Clean your room, inter alia.’” 

“You have to be kidding.” 
“No, that’s the problem. There’s no more levi¬ 

ty in my life. I recently found myself putting to 
music the secretary’s latest ‘core values we hold 
dear’ speech. The only relaxation I get is at the 

Wednesday night card game. Last week, a new 
player showed up and I wanted to make sure it 
was OK to socialize with him. I started asking 
whether the president had his full backing on sus¬ 
tainable development and on the nuclear agree¬ 
ment with North Korea.” 

“Hey, this is a free country. Everyone is enti¬ 
tled to his own opinion.” 

“Yeah, but I don’t want devia- 
tionists taking my money at card 
games.” 

“Did the new card player pass 
muster?” 

“Well, he irritated me at one 
point when he said the whole 
State Department should be 
replaced by temps. He said he 
was kidding. He was a bit soft on 
Saddam Hussein but he said all 
the right things about peace 
through strength. So I guess he’ll 
make the cut.” 

“Maybe you should take a 
trip. The Caribbean is nice this 
time of year.” 

“Hmmm.” 
“Bet you could even sneak 

into Cuba. Some of the best 
beaches in the world.” 

“Did you say Cuba? Are you 
suggesting I go there and pro¬ 
vide aid and comfort to the last 
bastion of one-party rule in our glorious hemi¬ 
sphere?” 

“No, I just wanted to get a rise out of you and 
I did. Seriously, have you thought about a career 
change?” 

“Well, I have thought about going into the 
export business. After all, the name of the game 
these days is exports. GATT, NAFTA, APEC. 
More jobs, high-paying jobs for our citizens.” 

“My gosh, let’s not get started in on that one. 
By the way, where’s my sugar?” 

“Here. Take it. I can assure you it’s not Cuban 
sugar.” 

“I’m not surprised.” ■ 

Remember when 

Mike McCurry 

dressed up like 

Santa Clans and 

tossed candy canes 

to the press? The 

only thing I toss 

around are bureau¬ 

cratic cliches. 1 

need to get a life. 
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1 -800-TRAV-MED 
SAFE OVERSEAS TRAVEL IS 
JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY! 

Protect yourself against travel-related illness, such 
as malaria and cholera, with these products: 

• Ultrathon™ insect repellent 
• Permethrin tick & mosquito spray 
• Spider™ and Mosi-Guard™ mosquito nets 
• PUR™ & Katadyn™ water filters 
• Water Technology products 
• Oral rehydration products 
• Medical kits, dental kits, trauma kits 
• Sterile needle kits (SteriPACK) 
• 1995 International Travel HealthGuide 

written by Stuart R. Rose, MD. “The best 
travel book .... should be included in every 
travel kit . . .” Peter Savage, former Foreign 
Service Officer and author, The Safe Travel Book. 

Call for our free 32-page catalogue. Our clients include 
many multinational corporations and government agencies. 

Travel Medicine, Inc. 
Tel: 1-800-TRAV-MED 

351 Pleasant St., Suite 312 Northampton, MA 01060 
Fax 413-584-6656 

OjAi VALLEY SCHOOL 
CALIFORNIA 

SECONDARY PREP AND UNIVERSITY PREP 
COED, BOARDING, AGES 8-18 

AVERAGE AND ABOVE AVERAGE STUDENTS 

ACADEMIC YEAR 

• SAFE AND STRUCTURED 

• CLASS SIZE AVERAGE - 15 

•6:1 STUDENT/FACULTY • RATIO 

• ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 

• UNIVERSITY PLACEMENT 

• EVENING STUDY HALLS 

• RESIDENT FACULTY 

• FINE ARTS PROGRAM 

• OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROGRAM 

• ESL PROGRAM 

• WASC ACCREDITED 

• FOUNDED 1911 

PHONE: (805) 646-1423 
FAX: (805) 646-0362 

723 EL PASO ROAD, OJAI, CA. 93023 

LOCATED NEAR SANTA BARBARA, CA. 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 

• 2-, 4-, 6- WEEK SESSIONS 

• SCHOOL/CAMP COMBINATION 

• CAMPING, HIKING, SPORTS 

• SWIMMING, TENNIS 

• BEACH TRIPS 

• COMPUTERS, STUDY SKILLS 

• EQUESTRIAN PROGRAM 

• ESL PROGRAM 

• WAIC/ACA ACCREDITED 

CONVENIENCE 
♦ 2 Swimming Pools 

♦ 2 Lighted Tennis Courts 

♦ Workout facility 
♦ Aerobic Classes 

♦ Fully Furnished Elf., 1, 2 and 3 

Bedroom Apartments 

♦ Cable TV 

♦ Phone 

♦ Valet Dry Cleaning 

♦ Garage Parking 

♦ Washer/Diyer in each Apartment 

oil > 
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LOCATION 
♦ 25 Steps to Metro 

♦ Just Minutes to N1H, Navy 

Hospital, Pentagon, World 

Bank and Embassy Row. 

♦ Steps Away to 2 Grocery Stores, 

over 135 Restaurants, Banks 

and Shopping. 

OTHER ITEMS 
♦ Crib, Desk and Chair 
♦ Housekeeping 

♦ Roll-a-way bed 

♦ Vacuum Cleaner 

Affordable Hotel Living with the Advantages of a Home 
f you are looking for comfort and convenience, the choice is easy. T he Chase at Bethesda offers 

two twin towers in the heart of Bethesda and only 25 steps to the Metro. 

THE CHASE AT BETHESDA 
7500 WOODMONT AVE. • BETHESDA, MD. 20814 • (301) 654-0694 • FAX (301) 654-0697 

Dull}/ rents starting from $61.63 Minimum 30-day occupancy 

AVALON PROPERTIES — A COMPANY THAT CARES ABOUT OUR RESIDENTS 
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BOOKS 

THE POLITICS OF 

Too MANY PEOPLE 

Critical Masses 
George D. Moffett, 1994, Penguin 
Press, $26.95, hardcover, 300 pages. 

BY J. BRIAN ATWOOD 

The recent Cairo conference on 
population and development high¬ 
lighted the increasing importance of 
sheer human numbers to world affairs. 
In his book, George Moffett, diplomat¬ 
ic correspondent for the Christian 
Science Monitor, shows us the human 
faces of the population challenge. 
Through the eyes of local people, 
Moffett examines urban crowding in 
Cairo, straining agricultural systems in 
Kenya, rain forest destruction in 
Guatemala, family planning success in 
Thailand, womens economic empow¬ 
erment in Bangladesh, religious views 
in Mexico, and, finally, population pol¬ 
icy in Washington. 

All weave into the population 
story, but also buttress a fundamental 
point: Population growth matters not 
for its own sake, but for its impact on 
human welfare. Here, Moffett aptly 
surveys the often conflicting views of 
influential experts, from “Cassandras” 
who predict environmental, econom¬ 
ic, and political collapse, to 
“Panglosses” who see human ingenu¬ 
ity accommodating — and even bene- 
fitting from —- population growth. 

Moffett concludes that either out¬ 
come is plausible. Humankind may 

muster die ingenuity to feed and care 
for a doubled population; we may 
manage to contain the attendant envi¬ 
ronmental and political stresses. Or, 
great numbers of humanity may sink 
into a Malthusian decline of hunger, 
poverty, squalor and violence, with 
destabilizing impacts on die rest of us. 

The challenge, he argues, is to 
adopt “enlightened policies” that 
encourage die former and avoid die 
latter. These include population poli¬ 
cies to limit growtii to the United 
Nations’ “medium” forecast of 11.5 bil¬ 
lion people on the planet in die 22nd 
century. Meanwhile, governments also 
must improve policies in agriculture, 
environmental protection, urban 
development, healdi, education and 
international trade to accommodate 
the growing numbers. In die words of 
the United Nations, we all must do 
“most things right most of the time.” 

Moffett outlines a compelling 
charge for American diplomats and 
development professionals, who are 
on the frontlines of die population 
challenge. 

The Clinton administration led die 
world in Cairo in declaring a strong 
commitment to population stabiliza¬ 
tion. We proclaimed this goal as cen¬ 
tral to sustainable development and 
vital to American interests and securi¬ 
ty. We are providing enhanced 
resources through the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (AID) 
to implement die Cairo plan of action, 
an integrated approach that empha¬ 
sizes the role of women, supports vol¬ 
untary family planning services and 

encourages womens education and 
economic empowerment. 

J. Brian Atwood is the administrator 
of the U. S. Agency for International 
Development. He served as a Foreign 
Service officer from 1966-72. 

US-EUROPE HISTORY: 

ANALYZING 3 VIEWS 

American Visions of Europe: 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, George 
Kennan, and Dean G. Acheson 
John Lamberton Harper, Cambridge 
University Press, 1994, hardcover, 
341 pages. 

BY DAN SIMPSON 

John Lamberton Harpers wonder¬ 
fully erudite work can be read on four 
levels. The first, his set task, is as a com¬ 
parative historical and biographic 
account of how three of the great for¬ 
eign policy figures of the 20th centuiy 
— Franklin Delano Roosevelt, George 
Kennan and Dean Acheson -— made 
and implemented U.S. European poli¬ 
cy. The second is as an analysis of die 
basic issues of U.S. European policy. 
The diird is an account of how die 
Department of State and the U.S. for¬ 
eign policy mechanism worked includ¬ 
ing some sly but pungent snapshots of 
flashing fangs inside State and between 
U.S. foreign and domestic policy. The 
fourth level is in die implications of die 
past for the present. 
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Sandia National Laboratories 
Sandia National Laboratories is a Department of Energy (DOE) multi-program laboratory, employing 
approximately 8500 people at major facilities in Albuquerque, NM and Livermore, CA. Test sites 
are located in Nevada and Hawaii. We offer an excellent benefits package that includes health care, 
life insurance, retirement, 15 days vacation annually, relocation, and a competitive salary. 

TECHNICAL INTERPRETER/TRANSLATOR 
We seek a technically trained professional, fluent in both English and Russian. 

Responsibilities: 

• Interpret conversations between Sandia employees and various Russian representatives 
— in the U.S. and on trips to Russia. Included in these conversations will be sensitive 
interactions between senior Sandia management and senior Russian executives and officials. 

• Translate various documents from Russian to English and English to Russian. 
• Evaluate the general technical content of various Russian proposals to Sandia, and 

interact with Sandia technical staff to develop collaborative activities. 
• Some foreign travel required. 

Requirements: 

• Technical degree in science or engineering with a successful employment record. 
• Prefer a U.S.-born citizen who speaks English as a primary language. 
• Fluency in Russian, preferably as a second native language. 
• Personal skills suitable for high level, sensitive interactions and interpretations. 
• Experience with Russian-English and English-Russian interpreting and translation. 
• Computer literacy, including word processors such as Microsoft Word, spreadsheets 

such as Excel, and e-mail. 

Work location: Albuquerque, New Mexico. Principals only reply to: Ed Gullick, Sandia 
National Laboratories, Staff Employment Dept., MS 1023-192, P.O. Box 5800, Albuquerque, 
NM 87185-1023. Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V. U.S. citizenship is required. 

A Classic All-Suite Property 
Ideally Located in Historic Foggy Bottom. 

Our 255 spacious suites offer full kitchens, mini-bars, 

and comfortable living areas. The highly acclaimed Garden Cafe 

features contemporary American regional cuisine and 

seasonal outdoor dining. 

Convenient to the State Department, the Kennedy Center, 

Georgetown, Metro, and the free MUSEUMS AND MONUMENTS. 

Special AFSA rates available. 

t i/i 

2117 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20037 
(202)861-8200 ♦ (800)424-2859 

FDR, Kennan and Acheson were 
very different people, to say the least. 
One of Harper’s clear convictions is 
diat the differing approaches of these 
three to Europe were greatly shaped 
by their own personal backgrounds, 
as well as by their experiences. 
Roosevelt had traveled in Germany, 
came from New York Dutch stock, 
wasn’t crazy about the British, and, in 
general, subscribed to the 
Washingtonian point of view that the 
best place for America to be, with 
respect to Europe, was out. 

Kennan, a Midwesterner, was 
Central Eurocentric in his general 
view. He had studied in Germany, 
was fascinated by Russia, and seemed 
to have been troubled, at least in his 
younger years, by a lack of comfort in 
his American skin, leading him to 
believe that Europeans knew what 
was best for them. 

Acheson was what the British call 
“more British than the British.” He 
apparently had a lot of trouble recon¬ 
ciling a resolute Anglophile posture 
with dealing with the real problems of 
post-World War II Europe — 
European unity, what to do with a vig¬ 
orously convalescing Germany — and 
with the problems presented by the 
1947 Congress, which was controlled 
by an inward-looking, budget-cutting 
opposition GOP majority. The 1947 
Congress was not at all convinced that 
Europe was worth much anyway, not 
to mention becoming increasingly 
annoyed with European countries’ 
demands for an American military, 
economic and political “umbrella.” 

The second level of John Harper’s 
book is a brilliant exposition of the 
basically unchanging problems of 
U.S. European policy, from Wilson 
through Truman, by means ol the 
study of the approaches of three very 
major practitioners. Far too simply 
put, is it Britain, or Germany, or 
Russia? Do we go for what remains of 
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our Anglo-Saxon tradition? Or eco¬ 
nomic might in die form of Germany 
pulling the European train, crossing 
our fingers about the lessons of die 
1848-1945 period? Or mighty Russia, 
the “counterpart” of the U.S., at least 
in size and sprawl, a European and 
Pacific power? 

The tiiird level is, for the foreign 
affairs practitioner, a tantalizing 
inside glimpse. One sees die Foreign 
Service described as “a pretty good 
club;” FDR abolishing the Division of 
Eastern European Affairs, down to 
getting rid of even its files and library; 
Kennan joining the Foreign Service 
because Milwaukee “held no 
charms;” and Acheson not even feel¬ 
ing the need to set foot in Europe 
between 1938 and 1949. 

The fourth level is, in my view, 
Harper’s subtle commentary on cur¬ 
rent issues in U.S. foreign policy, U.S. 
European policy and people. FDR 
was Jeffersonian. Roosevelt believed 
the only calamity worse than entan¬ 
glement in Europe was die one likely 
to ensue from leaving die Europeans 
to their own devices. Kennan saw die 
U.K. as a fundamentally decadent 
power, but still strong enough to 
undermine an emerging European 
structure. 

Flaws in the book? It could have 
used a bit more editing. There is too 
much about authors who may have 
induenced the three leviathans. I 
could have used a bit more on the 
interplay between U.S. foreign poli¬ 
cy and domestic political develop¬ 
ments. Harpers discussion of 
Kennan contains extravagances of 
amateur psychoanalysis. But some 
of the details are marvelous — 
Acheson calling Visliinsky “a louse,” 
and one of Roosevelt s advisers “that 
little rat.” 

Dan Simpson is U. S. special envoy to 
Somalia. 

RABUN GAP 
H ere’s a place where teaching in and out of the classroom, Christian 

values, and extracurricular activities, prepare young men and 
women in a boarding school setting for college and for life. 

• Academic Challenge of college-preparatory 
curriculum includes Advanced Placement, 
environmental science, and computer labs. 

• Small Classes and seminar settings in grades 
7 to 12 enhance individual attention and de¬ 
velopment of analytical skills. Students from 
17 nations and 18 states share their cultures. 

• Family Atmosphere provides a framework 
for developing responsibility, cooperation and 
self-assurance in a secure setting. Christian 
principles instill values and mold character. 

• Middle School (grades 7 & 8), in its own building, offers interdisciplinary studies, 
cross-curricular writing, and team building. Studies are coordinated with the Upper School. 

• Outdoor Adventures are found in horseback riding, hiking, camping, biking and fish¬ 
ing in the mountains of North Georgia. Interscholastic athletics include 10 varsity sports. 

Call: 1-800-543-7467 • FAX: 706-746-2594 

RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE SCHOOL 
School Farm Road, Rt. 1 Box 1A1, Rabun Gap, Georgia 30568 

SMITH BARNEYSHEARSON 
A I’KIMERICACompany 

We make money the old-fashioned way. We earn 117'' 

Professional Investment Services 

Christina Parra 
Financial Consultant, President's Council 

Christina is a Financial Consultant with 10 years experience at Smith Barney 
Shearson in Washington D.C. 

Christina focuses on providing individuals in the U.S. and abroad with com¬ 
prehensive investment, retirement and educational planning using: 

• Stocks & Bonds 
• Mutual Funds 
• Professional portfolio 

management 

To discuss your investment needs call: 

• Government securities 
• Municipal Bonds 
• Annuities 
• Asset Allocation 

202-861-5080 or 1-800-522-3546 
Christina D. Parra, Financial Consultant 
050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.—Suite 225 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
1994 Smith Barnev Shearson Inc. Member S1PC 
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WESTTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA - FOUNDED IN 1799 

A QUAKER BOARDING SCHOOL 
• Small, academically challenging, coed classes. 
• A diverse community with students from 27 

states and 13 countries. 
• 61% of faculty resident on campus, providing 

a warm family atmosphere. 
• Outstanding facilities: science center, arts 

center, fieldhouse, 25m swimming pool. 
• A beautiful 600-acre campus in a safe, 

suburban community, convenient to 
international airports. 

TAX SERVICE 
• CPA with 35 years’ experience 
• Retired CIA 
• Multiple tours of service abroad 
• Satisfied Client Base Worldwide 
• Specialty: Individual, Business Returns 

SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Returns handled for all U.S. States; 
Foreign Residents 

RAYMOND L. BARKER, CPA 
3967 HANCOCK FOREST TRAIL 
ANNANDALE, VA 22003 USA 

PRIMARY TEL: (703) 573-6066 
SECONDARY TEL: (703) 893-3000 

FAX: (703) 893-3002 

Where quality and luxury 
are standard features, 
only minutes from NFATC, 
State Department, 
Pentagon, downtown D.C., 
and National Airport 

Our premier fully furnished 
residences include 
■ Free garage parking with 

controlled access 
• Private balcony 
• Washer/dryer in each unit 
• Fitness center, indoor pool, 

sauna, and jacuzzi. Racquet- 
ball at Courtland Towers. 

• Free cable t.v. and local 
telephone calls 

• Weekly maid service 
• 24-hour attended front desk 

Courtland Towers 
1200 N. Veitch Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
703-528-2700 

One block from Courthouse Metro 

For full service hotel accommodations 
The Rosslyn Westpark Hotel 

1900 N. Ft. Myer Dr., Arlington, VA 22209 
703-527-4814 • 800-368-3408 

Randolph Towers 
4001 N. Ninth Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22203 
703-525-9000 

One block from Ballston Metro 
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IN MEMORY 

Ernest Lewis Crosson. 74, died 
October 13 of a heart attack. 

He joined the Foreign Service short¬ 
ly after marrying Margaret Eleanor 
Brogan in 1958. During Iris career, he 
was assigned to Manila, Nassau and 
Tokyo. He also served as attorney advis¬ 
er and deputy chief of regulations and 
legislation for the Visa Office and later as 
chief in the Regulations and Legislation 
Division of the Visa Office. He retired 
from the Foreign Service in 1978. 

Survivors include his son, Dean of 
Van Alstyne, Texas; two daughters, 
Nancy Starr of Flouston, Texas, and 
Miki Tiechmann of Germany; two sis¬ 
ters, Rosemary Moehr of Cypress, 
Texas, and Sally Carter of Tennessee; 
and eight grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Annette Mannoia, 37, of 
Centreville, Va., died Nov. 29 in Bern, 
Switzerland. 

She was bom and grew up in 
Hilden, Germany, and pursued stud¬ 
ies in sociology and audiology while 
taking business courses in 
Duesseldorf, Germany. 

She accompanied her husband, Earl 
Mannoia, a retired Foreign Service offi¬ 
cer, on tours in Djibouti, Vienna, 
Washington and Bern. She worked at 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Vienna and the International 
Finance Corporation in Washington. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Earl D. of Bern, Switzerland; and 
her mother, Elizabeth Wiese of 
Hilden, Germany. 

John W. Shotwell, 76, died Sept. 
3 in Tallahassee, Fla. 

Mr. Shotwell graduated from New 
Mexico State College and received his 
masters degree from the Wharton 
School of Finance. After serving for four 
and a half years in the Pacific during 
World War II, he retired from the U.S. 
Navy in 1946 as a lieutenant commander. 

In 1958, he joined the Agency for 
International Development (AID). 
He subsequently served in Bolivia, 
Guatemala, Brazil, Indonesia and later 
with the United Nations in Nigeria, 
Dominican Republic, Costa Rica and 
tire Trust Territories of the United 
States in Saipan. 

He is survived by liis wife, Pearl K. 

Harold B. Snell, 88, died Dec. 24 
at his home in Silver Spring, Md. 

Bom in Dayton, Ohio, he worked in 
tlie steel industry for railroads and 
served overseas widi die U.S. Army in 
World War II. He became executive 
secretary of die NAACP’s Cincinnati 
branch before returning to die United 
Transport Service Employees (UTSE) 
of the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (CIO). He left die UTSE 
as executive vice president to join the 
Foreign Operations Administration as 
regional labor adviser for die Near East, 
Soudi Asia and Africa in 1955. 

As the Foreign Services first regional 
labor attache, Mr. Snell served nine years 
in Beirut and then went to Nairobi as 
director of the AID mission to Kenya 
Before his retirement in 1973, he served 
briefly in AID’s Washington office. For die 

succeeding nine years, he was a member 
of the Foreign Service Grievance Board. 

He was awarded the State 
Department’s Meritorious Honor 
Award. He is survived by his cousin, 
George L.P. Weaver ofWashington, D.C. 

Harold Newton Waddell, 82, died 
of congestive heart failure on Sept. 17 at 
his home in the Jefferson Retirement 
Community in Arlington, Va. 

Mr. Waddell, a Georgia native, began 
his Foreign Service career in 1938 in 
Moscow, serving in the Soviet Union 
during World War II. He was one of five 
American embassy employees who 
remained in Moscow to look after U.S. 
interests when the diplomatic corps was 
evacuated to Kuibyshev during the 
German direat to capture die city. He 
was awarded the State Department 
Medal of Freedom, established by 
President Hany Truman in 1945. Mr. 
Waddell held a variety of consular and 
administrative assignments in Cairo, 
London and Brussels before 1947, when 
he was assigned to die department as a 
foreign management specialist. 

After serving as a post management 
specialist and foreign affairs officer in 
Washington, he went to Tokyo as first 
secretary and consul in 1956. He 
became supervisory administrative offi¬ 
cer in the Bureau of Inter-American 
Aff airs before retiring in 1966. 

Survivors include his wife, Edidi Ball 
Waddell; his son, Harold Jr. of Arlington, 
Va.; his daughter, Susan Purkrabek of 
Chicago, 111.; his brother, James C. of 
Adanta; and one granddaughter. ■ 
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REAL ESTATE 

ON 

BALANCE 

WE ARE 

THE RIGHT 

PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

TEAM 

TO WATCH 

OVER 

YOUR 

Vienna, VA 22180 
(703)938-0909 • FAX (703) 281-9782 

Residential Real Estate 
Sales—Management 

RHR PROPERTIES 

SALES, LEASING 

& PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

From Djibouti to Guatemala City to Moscow, 

Foreign Service agents trust their homes to 

RHR Properties. 

- Experienced at meeting the needs of 
foreign service agents and their families 

- Monthly account statements 

- In house handyman services 

Call today to safeguard your most valued asset with a 

firm dedicated to providing you with the best service available 

Office (301) 654-1400 Fax (301) 654-1426 
4405 East-West Highway #204 

Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

Specializing in Montgomery County and Northwest D C. 

Sales, Leasing and Property Management 

Stuart and Maury Inc. 
Realtors 

• Hands on management for over 35 years! 

• We’re not huge, we’re selective, we care! 

• Personalized guidance for all your 

real estate needs! 

• 1031 Tax deferred exchange specialists! 

• Monthly computerized statements! 

Call Susan Bader, property management 
specialist, for more information 

Office (301) 654-3200 
Fax (301) 656-6182 

4833 Bethesda Ave. 
Suite 200 Bethesda, MD 20814 

Excellent references upon request 

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 

PROFIT FROM OUR EXPERIENCE 

Talk To 
The World’s 
Real Estate 

Superpower. 

More than 80,000 professionals and 6,000 offices worldwide. 

The CENTURY 21 system leads the industry. 

CENTURY 21 Royal Properties, Inc. 
Property Management 

1445 Dolley Madison Blvd., McLean, Virginia 22101 
Sales: (800) 368-3465 FAX: (703) 883-8029 Rentals: (703) 893-7227 

Discover The Power Of Number 1. 
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REAL ESTATE 

H(efy on ‘Liqjemnce... 
Linda Wilson Hurley has 
first-hand knowledge of 
Foreign Service reloca¬ 
tions having been a 
Foreign Service spouse 
for sixteen years. 

Known for her attention 
to detail, her experience, 
and commitment to 
service, “everything 
Linda touches turns to 
SOLD.” 

Whether you or someone you know are considering 
a move, be sure to call “One of the Best Real Estate 
Agents in Washington, DC, Maryland and Virginia.” 

Linda Wilson Hurley, GRI 
202-333-6100 or 202-363-9337 

PARDOE 
REAL ESTATE, INC. 

2828 PENNSYLVANIA AVE, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20007 

FAX 202-625-3422 

Property Specialists, Inc. 
A professional and personal service tailored 

to meet your needs in: 
• Property Management 

• Sales and Rentals 
• Multiple listings 

• Real Estate Investment Counseling 

Our staff includes: 

Gerry Addison Joann Howd Fran Palmer! 
Steve Carey Robert Howd Sally Duerbeek 
Donna Courtney Donna Linton 

All presently or formerlv associated 
with the Foreign Service. 

4600-D Lee Highway Arlington, Virginia 22207 
(703) 525-7010 (703) 247-3350 

Serving Virginia. Maryland and D.C. 

Diplomatic & International 
Organizations 

Personalized Touch in Real Estate 

Margili Fauss 
REALTOR® 

• Foreign Service Career 

• Licensed Virginia Realtor 

since 1985 

• National Historic Trust 

Certification 

• Property Management 

Interest Rates are going up! 
But it is still a 

GREAT TIME TO BUY! 

McEnearney Associates, Inc. 
1320 Old Chain Bridge Rd. 

McLean, Virginia 
(703) 370-5571 or (703) 790-9090 

Fax:(703)734-9460 
Toll Free: (800) 548-9080 

Sales, Rentals, Investments 
Property Management 

D.C., Maryland, and Virginia 
Among Our 36 Agents The Following 

Are Foreign Service Affiliated 

Christina Griffin 
Josephine W. Holliday 
Marietta Lehfeldt 
Lynn Moffly Magruder 
John Y. Millar 
Janice J. Lyon Millar 
Robert Skiff 

John Turner 

MGMB Inc. Realtors 
Foxhall Square 202-362-4480 
3301 New Mexico Ave., N.W. Fax: 202-363-8954 
Washington, D.C. 20016 Write for free relocation kit! 
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REAL ESTATE 

Diplomat 

r Returning „ - ... 
to Washington? I <IIK I I,"S 

House Hunting doesn't have to be a Hassle! Work with Anne Gomez 

■ 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS 

■ MULTIPLE LISTING 

■ BUYER BROKER OPTION 

Write or FAX Anne Gomez for a Free Welcome Kit. 
Diplomat Properties also Specializes in Personalized 
Property Management. 

Owned and Operated by a Former 
Foreign Service Family 

DIPLOMAT PROPERTIES, INC. 

3900 N. Fairfax Drive, #204 

Arlington, VA 22203 

(Near Virginia Square Metro) 
Anne Gomez. Broker 

(703) 522-5900 FAX (703) 525-4713 

Specializing in Montgomery County 

Leasing Promote and market your property; 
advertising; use of MLS; quality tenants.. 

Management Inspection; 
emergency and normal maintenance... 

Accounting Collect rent; pay mortgage, fees, taxes... 

Professional Property 
Management, Inc. 

2416 Blueridge Ave., #206. Silver Spring, MD 20902 

301/946/4333 
Fax: 301/946-4220 

Ask our owners, they are our references. 

Ramona Brandt 
for all your 

Real Estate Needs! 

CRP, CRS, Buyer Representation 

RE/MAX Lifetime Achievement 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame 

RE/MAX International TOP 100 
Ranked #2, RE/MAX Central Atlantic Region 

NVAR Top Producer 
Life Member, Million $ Sales Club 

RE/MAX International Corporate Relocation Team 

Ramona has successfully helped over 1,000 
families from the U.S. and abroad relocate 
to the Northern Virginia area. Call Ramona 
and ask for one of her signature Relocation 
Packages—packed full of information to 
answer all your questionsI 

Office: (800) 3-RAMONA 
(703) 242-9622 

Home: (800) 966-6663 
(703) 620-2454 

Fax: (703) 242-9623 

i Preferred Properties 

380 Maple Avenue, W. #100 
Vienna, VA 22180 

Each office independently owned and operated 

2 Block Walk to State 
Short-term Condo Rentals 

Remington Condo 
Corner 24th & G Streets 

Included 
• One Bedroom Condominiums 
• Fully Furnished w/Balconies 
• In-Unit Washer/Dryer 
• Weekly Housekeeping Services 
• On-Site Manager for Check-In 
• Complete Kitchen; All Linens 
• Telephone Service; Cable TV 

$80.00 per night, tax included 
No deposit, No minimum stay 

Small pets accepted 

Remington Short-Term Housing 
B.J. Knight, Coordinator 

601 24th Street, NW, #801 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

(800)225-3847 • (202)223-4512 

 FAX: (202)452-9541  
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REAL ESTATE 
(jxecutiue 

j3od(jin(jf 

ddltematiues 

Interim Accommodations for 
Corporate and Government Markets 

apartments, 
UoamHouses £ 

lamt(ij Jlomes Sin pie He 

FOR THE EXECUTIVE ON THE MOVE’ 
* 

Locations throughout Northern Virginia and D.C. 

Units fully furnished, equipped and accessorized 
Many “Walk to Metro” locations 

Pet Friendly 

6082-C Franconia Road, Alexandria, VA 22310 

(703) 719-0508 FAX:(703) 971-7618 

World-Class 
Real Estate 

Service. 
As foreign service 
spouses, Joan and Lucille 
have lived and moved 
many times throughout 
many places abroad. This 
Rock Solid team has more than 
30 years of combined experience 
as licensed REALTORS®. They're committed... and 
dedicated to delivering the best real estate 
service into or out of the Washington, DC metro area. 
And, their complimentary skills and personalities 
give you the best of both worlds... for the price of 
one. So...whether you're moving around the corner 
or around the world, call Joan and Lucille for real 
estate results. They're world's apart from all the rest. 

The Prudential /J Preferred Properties 

Lucille Ryan & Joan Zerolis 
1-800-536-5301 

703-518-7626 • 703-518-7289 

ADVERTISING INDEX 
Automobiles 

American Service Center/8 
Chrysler/OBC 
D.B. Volvo/22 
Martens Volvo/14 
Passport BMW/24 

Exports 
Embassy Exports/22 
General Electronics/18 
Greeniine/IFC 

Finance 
MCG Financial/47 
Money Concepts/25 
Smith' Barney, Shearson/53 
State Department Credit 
Union/6 
Tax Service/54 

Insurance 
Clements & Co./l 
Hirshorn/IBC 
lannette/24 
Unirisc/44 

Miscellaneous 
Bed & Brealcfast Network/22 
Classifieds/AFSA News, 7&8 
Sandia National Laboratories/52 
Security Storage/6 
Travel Medicine/50 

Real Estate b Prop. Memt. 
Century 21 Royal/56 
Diplomatic Prqperties/58 
T.F Properties/56 
Long & Foster, Comick/31 
Long & Foster, Simunek/2 
McEneamey Assoc./57 

MGMB/57 
Pardoe/57 
Professional Property Mgt. MD/8 
Professional Property Mgt.VA/25 
Property Specialist^ 
Prudential™ 
Remax, Brandt/58 
Remax, Smith & Wheeler/59 
Stuart & Maury/56 

Housing 
Barton House/4 
Chase at Ballston/12 
Chase at Bethesda/50 
Exclusive Interim/21 
Execustay/26 
Executive Housing/9 
Executive Lodging® 
Georgetown Suites/37 
HotetLombardy/14 
Inn at Foggy Bottom/45 
Mass. Ave/rropertv/46 
Oakwood/30 
Remington/27 
Remington Condos/58 
River tnn/19 
State Plaza/52 
Towers/23 
Virginian/28 
West Park Hotel/54 
Winston House/29 

Schools 
Christ School/27 
Leysin American School/15 
North Country Day Academy/20 
Oak Ridge Military Academy/20 
Ojai Valley School/50 
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee Scool/53 
Westtown school/54 

TIRED OF PAYING TOO MUCH FOR THE 

MANAGEMENT OF YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY? 

OR JUST TIRED OF THE MANAGEMENT? 

• Multiple Listing Service • FuR Service Management 

• Rental & Overseeing of Property • 6.5 % Management Fee 

Our Leasing Fee is as Follows: 
• 1/2 one month’s rent for a 1 year lease 
• 3/4 one month’s rent few a 2 year lease 
• 1 month’s rent for a 3 year lease 

Also specializing in Sales, Buyer Brokerage, 
Investments, & Real Estate Counseling. 

FREE BUYER BROKER SERVICES 
1% BUYER REBATE PROGRAM 
FREE RELOCATION PACKAGE 

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
OVER 25 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE 

Mike Smith Jennifer Wheeler 
Associate Broker Sales Associate 
Life Member NVAR Top Producer B.S. Decision Science 
Life Member Million Dollar Sales Club 

6922-C Little River Turnpike Phone:(703) 354-9200 
Annandale, VA 22003 Toll Free: (800) 333-3077 
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POSTCARD FROM ARROAD 
Returning to an Indonesian Childhood 

BY AMANDA GARDNER 

Except for three years when I 
was veiy young, I lived my 
whole childhood overseas — 

in Indonesia, Thailand, Australia and 
Cambodia. My father was in the 
Foreign Service, and we had spent 
most of this time — 10 years — in 
Jakarta. In fact, I spoke Indonesian 
before I spoke English. And now I 
was on a 30-hour flight from New 
York to Jakarta, a sentimental journey 
to the city of my childhood. 

As we approached Jakarta, I could 
see red-tiled roofs aid tropical green¬ 
ery rushing to meet our jet. It was the 
same scene I had witnessed when 
Garuda Airlines took us away almost 
exactly a decade ago. 

On the ground, though, Jakarta 
seemed completely different from the 
city of my youth. The airport was new. 
So was the speedway that led into 
town. Downtown Jakarta appeared to 
have everything we had wished for as 
teenagers — fast-food restaurants, 
shops, cinemas. When I lived there, 
the closest hamburger was in 
Singapore, an hour and a half away by 
plane. We teenagers didn't think there 
was enough to do. And even when a 
western movie was shown in a local 
theater, it never turned out quite right. 
When “Superman I f finally arrived in 
town, a group of expats rushed to see it. 

Amanda Gardner spent her child¬ 
hood years in Indonesia from 1964- 
68 and from 1976-81, where her 
father Paid’s last Jakarta tour was as 
deputy chief of mission. She is now a 
freelance writer in New York City. 

The hibiscus arid 

plumeria trees were 

as beautiful as ever. 

Years later, when I saw the film on 
video, I realized the Indonesian cen¬ 
sors had gotten to the film before we 
did: In Indonesia, the kissing scene was 
like magnetic repulsion, with their lips 
coming toward each other and, just 
before touching, floating away again. 

On my first day back, I walked 
toward Menteng, the tree-shaded dis¬ 
trict known for its colonial Dutch man¬ 
sions where both the foreign and 
Indonesian elite lived. Our fust house 
was just down tire block from tire 
home of an Indonesian general who 
had been killed during an attempted 
Communist coup in 1965. The country 
had been tense for weeks and every 
night my mother, anticipating trouble, 
had moved me and rill the dining room 
chairs into her bedroom. If there were 
gunshots, she reasoned, she could 
throw me under the bed and use the 
chairs as bunkers. She would return 
the chairs to the dining room before 
the servants got up in the morning. 
When gunshots were actually fired, we 

were fortunately too far away to hear 
anything, but soon after, my mother 
and I were shipped to Australia for 
three months of safekeeping. 

That episode would haunt me. 

During our second tour in Jakarta, 
when I was 13, the school scheduled 
a field trip to the well where the bod¬ 
ies of that general and four others 
had been dumped. The museum 
included the blood-stained sheets 
that had wrapped the bodies. I 
remember asking to be excused. 

When I got to Menteng, cars and 
motorcycles jammed the areas main 
thoroughfare. This was familiar. So 
were the large white houses and the 
laborers in straw hats stooped over 
the median strip, tending shrubbery. 
The McDonalds, a shopping mall and 
several movie theaters were not 
familiar. I saw no hecaks, the ubiqui¬ 
tous three-wheeled pedicabs that 
were the common mode of taxi trans¬ 
port in the 1980s. In fact, we have a 
painting of our Menteng house, ren¬ 
dered by an artist whose specialty was 
the vivid scenes on the backs of these 
bicycle taxis. This particular artist 
required more than money for his 
efforts: We had to supply him with 
enough beer to work productively but 
not so much that his hand faltered. 

I turned left into the small horse¬ 
shoe-shaped road where we had 
lived. The hibiscus and plumeria 
trees were as beautiful as ever. I 
stared for a while, then crossed the 
street and approached the gate, 
standing transfixed before the guard 
with his rifle and suspicious gaze. I 
decided too many years had passed to 
go further. I stood awkwardly for 
another moment, then turned and 
walked back to the neon lights. I no 
longer had a place here. ■ 
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WILL THE PRINTS YOU BOUGHT 

Some day, the pieces that stole your heart may be stolen from your home abroad. Chances 
are, if you bought your insurance overseas, you may not be covered for theft. And, if you were 
counting on the coverage provided by the U.S. Government Claims Act, you may be at a loss again. 
Because on paintings and pictures, including frames, the Government will only reimburse you up 
to $500 per item, and $3000 maximum per claim. On other items such as jewelry, furs, cameras 
and antiques, similar limitations apply. 

What’s more, the Government doesn’t base reimbursement on what it would cost you to 
replace your articles. So you may wind up feeling as if you’ve been robbed twice. And, if you can’t 
prove that you exercised “reasonable care” in protecting your goods, the Government might not 
pay you at all. 

On the other hand, if you had the “all-risk” AFSA Plan-sponsored by the American Foreign 
Service Association-your insured possessions would be covered for the cost of their full replace¬ 
ment value and the issue of “reasonable care” would not be raised. 

The AFSA Plan has been specifically designed for members of the American Foreign Ser¬ 
vice Association on active duty abroad. Through the Plan, 
you can also get comprehensive moving insurance, 
personal liability insurance, fire and catastrophe coverage, 
and itemized valuable articles protection. 

So don’t wait until your best loved pieces wind up in 
some unknown places. Call or send for your free brochure 
today. 

THE Mt INSURANCE PLAN 
Don’t go overseas undercovered. 

AFSA Desk, The Hirshorn Company 
! 14 East Highland Avenue 
I Philadelphia, PA 19118 
| Telephone: 215-242-8200. 
j In Wash. D.C. Area: 202-457-0250 

Please send me your free brochure that 
answers questions about overseas insurance. 

| Name  

I Address  

j City  

j State Zip  
The AFSA Plan is underwritten by Federal Insurance Company, one of the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies. 
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PRIVILEGE: 
-a right, advantage, favor, or immunity specially granted to one. 

1995 CHRYSLER CIRRUS 

As a member of the Diplomatic Corps, you are eligible for special privileges when you order a 
vehicle through Chrysler’s Diplomatic Purchase Program. They include preferred savings, fast 
personalized ordering assistance and uncompromising service with Chrysler’s worry-free world¬ 
wide warranty. Perquisites appropriate to your office. 

Choose from the full line of 1995 Chrysler Motors products: Chrysler, Plymouth and Dodge ears 
and minivans, Eagle cars and Jeep and Dodge trucks. 

Phone for personalized service. Your Personal Advisor will order the model and color you want 
with the equipment you want, and quote the official Diplomatic price including all applicable 
rebates. Your Personal Advisor can also arrange deliver)' anywhere in the US. or to most overseas 
locations. In other words, we set you free of tedious details. 

If you'd rather, fill out and mail or telefax the card on Page 7. You'll quickly receive a catalogue 
for the vehicle(s) of your choice. The Diplomatic Purchase Plan. It’s the easy, money-saving way 
to start enjoying Chrysler’s many advantages. 

CHRYSLER 
INTERNATIONAL 
DIPLOMATIC SALES 
IN THE U.S., PHONE YOUR PERSONAL ADVISOR AT 
1-800-877-7083 or (516) 496-1806. TELEFAX: (516) 677-3701 
Jap it'd registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 


