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PRESIDENT’S VIEWS 
An Agenda for US Diplomacy 

BY F. A. “TEX” HARRIS 

The American Foreign Service 
Association has adopted a 
heavy agenda to focus the 

energy of the Foreign Service on 
those tasks critical for the strength¬ 
ening of American diplomacy. This 
agenda is a work in progress and the 
input of the Foreign Service com¬ 
munity is welcome. 
■ Resources: Press a bold strate¬ 

gy to obtain adequate funds, esti¬ 
mated at $20 billion per year. This is 
a very tough issue. President Clinton 
has already announced that one of 
his two top second-term priorities is 
balancing the budget. Success in 
receiving more funds will depend on 
leadership by the secretary of State 
and backing from Clinton. It also 
depends on linking the money 
requested to an agreed-upon vision 
and mission for the foreign affairs 
agencies and to major improvements 
in resource management and pro¬ 
gram implementation. Overlaps and 
duplication must be eliminated both 
within each agency and among all 
members of the foreign affairs com¬ 
munity. Teamwork and uniform 
standards and practices have to be 
the norm for all foreign affairs agen¬ 
cies. 
■ Workforce planning: Institute 

the necessary planning now at all the 
foreign affairs agencies. It is hard to 
be persuasive on resources without 
citing the skills, training and num¬ 
bers of people needed at each grade 

E A. “Tex” Harris is president of the 
American Foreign Service Association, i 

The Foreign Service 
<D 

needs to focus on 

those tasks critical 

for strengthening 

US diplomacy. 

level to staff multilateral and bilater¬ 
al posts, consulates and domestic 
foreign-affairs agency offices for the 
next 10 years. Since staffing is key to 
successful implementation of a 
robust foreign policy, a dynamic per¬ 
sonnel model is needed. 
■ Output and performance lev¬ 

els: Restore Foreign Service perfor¬ 
mance by repairing damage done to 
the core career workforce through 
budget cuts and flawed personnel 
actions. Replenish the cadre of offi¬ 
cers and specialists required to meet 
future needs. To accomplish this, 
there should be more selective use 
of limited career extensions so that 
needed skills are retained at all lev¬ 
els; continued equity in distributing 
staffing cuts among Foreign Service, 
Civil Service, contractors and politi¬ 
cal appointees; enhanced coopera¬ 
tion between career personnel and 
political appointees to maximize the 
contributions of each in support of 
President Clinton; and shorter 

staffing gaps by allocating resources 
to cover for those moving between 
posts. 
■ Interagency coordination: 

Collect and share the work done 
abroad by the more than 40 U.S. 
government agencies operating 
abroad. Strengthen the coordination 
roles of the secretary of State and 
ambassadors and rework their man¬ 
date to review the level of staffing 
abroad. Define the respective coor¬ 
dinating roles of the State 
Department, the National Security 
Council and the National Economic 
Council. 
■ Outreach to the American pub¬ 

lic and Congress: Merge and focus 
the outreach efforts of congressional 
relations and public affairs offices 
within each foreign affairs agency, 
and jointly focus the efforts of all 
agencies. Strengthen the congres¬ 
sional relations function. 
■ Qualifications of ambassadors: 

For career officers, establish an 
impartial qualifications review 
panel. For non-career appointees, 
sharpen the vetting procedure to 
ensure self-evident high quality. 
Monitor performance and recall 
marginal performers quickly. 
President Clinton should appoint a 
member of his personal staff to 
inspect the work of non-career 
appointees regularly. 

This agenda cannot be accom¬ 
plished without the help of those in 
the Foreign Service community. 
Those in that community are urged 
to read this summary — and act. ■ 
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To the Editor: 
I commend Jim Bigus for his 

insight and courage in writing “The 
FSO’s Workaholic Mentality” 
(“Speaking Out,” October Journal), 
although I suspect that the current 
tight promotion situation will only 
encourage this tendency. 

I have heard that a number of our 
most promising junior officers who 
leave the Foreign Service cite, as one 
reason, the inability of the depart¬ 
ment’s managers to distinguish 
between a crisis and routine work in 
making extraordinary work demands. 

If that is one of the results of the 
workaholic culture, it would be unfor¬ 
tunate. Jim Bigus is right to point to 
this as a problem. 

Rockt/ Suddarth 
Retired FSO 
Bethesda, Md. 

To the Editor: 
One of the most tragic, misguided 

and costly episodes in American his¬ 
tory, the Vietnam War, promises to 
distort our electoral process once 

again: Bob Dole the World War II 
heroic victim vs. Bill Clinton the 
Vietnam draft dodger (“Does Military 
Service Count?” September Journal). 
One does not need to be a great fan 
of Dole or President Clinton to 
respect both the formers World War 
II service and the latter’s Vietnam 
War opposition. However, what 
about those who use World War II 
service to justify maligning opponents 
of the Vietnam intervention — 
whether William Fulbright, young 
Bill Clinton or whoever dared at the 
time to voice misgivings? 

Test Your Wit 
The Journal is planning an issue on die role of wit and humor in diplomacy. Diplomats interested in testing their own wit 

and humor are invited to respond to the challenge below. The best answers will be published in an upcoming Journal. 
As FSOs know, U.S. embassies often receive inappropriate demarche instructions. As die political officer in a small, poor 

country bordering die Sahara, you receive a State Department cable instructing you to deliver a demarche to the Foreign 
Ministry, announcing U.S. concern about high tariff restrictions on imported sand from U.S. companies. Although this coun¬ 
try has plenty of its own sand, you are required to make the case for several Nevada sand exporters. 

Please suggest a 50-word demarche (typed in the space below or on a separate piece of paper): 

Name   
Active FSO  Retired FSO  Former FSO _____ Never have been FSO  
Title, if employed:  
Post/home address/company  
Phone      Fax E-mail  

PLEASE FAX BACK THIS FORM AND ATTACHMENTS ASAP TO (202) 338-8244. Final Deadline: Dec. 15. 
No e-mails, please. Anonymous submissions will not lie used. Contributors will be notified if their responses will be published. 
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Even today criticism of our 
Vietnam intervention is all too likely to 
be misunderstood as casting asper¬ 
sions upon those who served and suf¬ 
fered there. But it is not they who are 
responsible. Rather it is the responsi¬ 
bility of the presidents, cabinet minis¬ 
ters, parliamentarians, generals and 
other opinion leaders who sent them 
to Vietnam hi the first place and con¬ 
tinued to send them year after year 
into that hopeless morass. They 
included arrogant McGeorge Bundy, 
who “educated” President Lyndon 
Johnson into the Vietnam policy maze 
when the new president should and 
could have been helped to put 
winnable war on poverty at home 
ahead of unwinnable war in Vietnam; 
or super-hawk Robert McNamara, 
now belli apologetic for mesmerizing 
skeptics with body bag and body 
count cost-benefit analyses; or gentle¬ 
manly Dean Rusk, diplomatically 
incapable of standing against policy 
consensus; or various generals pro¬ 
tecting themselves by appearing to 
protect the troops they led and sug¬ 
gesting we could have won that war 
with more resources and less interfer¬ 
ence from Washington. 

Did anybody know better? Of 
course. Did they object, oppose, 
refuse to go along? On the whole, not. 
Why not? That is a question this 
nation should address and readdress. 
President Johnson said later that the 
greatest mistake he had made was not 
clearing out the White House staff 
after President John E Kennedy’s 
assassination. A truly fresh look could 
hardly have been worse than what 
actually happened. Working in the 
Policy Planning Staff at the 
Department of State, I remember 
cautious skepticism about Vietnam 
policy as early as 1964. One FSO on 
the China desk thought the rebellion 
of Buddhist monks in Vietnam was a 
fine opportunity to get the U.S. mili- 
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L E T T E R S 

taiy out. One of the few FSOs with in- 
depth Indochinese experience, Paul 
Kattenburg, outspokenly argued for 
radical policy revision — and slipped 
quietly away into unusually early 
retirement. Years later, Kattenburg re- 
emerged in the Pentagon Papers as 
one FSO who had had the courage to 
oppose McNamara, Gen. Maxwell 
Taylor and Policy Planning Director 
Walt Rostow on Vietnam policy. 

Among my duties in Policy 
Planning, I was den dad to die Open 
Forum Panel, a collection of talented 
Young Turk FSOs, including Sam 
Lewis and Bill Luers. We reviewed 
the often contradictory reporting from 
U.S. Embassy Saigon, the 
Department of Defense, the joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the CIA. We inter¬ 
viewed legislators and their spiffs as 
well as Students for Democratic 
Action and other dissidents. The 
Open Forum reduced all this to a 
crisp memorandum arguing that the 
official consensus that America was 
winning in Vietnam was suspect, and 
that home front support was increas¬ 
ingly fragile. The memorandum went 
to Secretary Rusk, who politely 
responded with a personal meeting 
which left us flattered and frustrated 
— a leaderless group of disciplined 
FSOs, none of whom was assigned to 
Vietnamese affairs and each busy with 
other climes and tasks. 

About that time I also participated 
in an annual policy review at the Army 
War College. The students were an 
impressive batch of lieutenant 
colonels fresh from combat in 
Vietnam. They were smart, experi¬ 
enced and self-confident. However, 
they were not confident we were win¬ 
ning in Vietnam, or even that it would 
be possible to win. 

Vietnam burned on hot and hollow 
year after year. Today the embers are 
being fanned, not, alas, to confront 
and learn from our Vietnam policy 

[How to Buy Auto Insurance Overseas] 
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LETTERS 

mistakes, but rather to wrap a would- 
be president in a World War II flag of 
military patriotism and insidiously to 
compare that with our current presi¬ 
dent, who avoided military service in a 
very different Vietnam war. Lets keep 
the debate civil, honest and, hopefully, 
educative. 

Lee Stull 
Retired FSO 
Paoli, Penn. 

To the Editor: 
My family and I are grateful for 

reader response to my article, 
“Fighting Associational Discrimination 
in the Foreign Service” (“Speaking 
Out,” September 1996). 

In 1993, after we were rejected for 
tire Foreign Service because of our 
daughter’s disability, we felt isolated 
by the discriminatory action of man¬ 
agers of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) in the Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS). We are 
isolated no more. Since our story first 
appeared in the national news, we 
have been contacted by countless dis¬ 
ability and religious organizations 
and, more importantly, by hundreds 
of other families with disabilities. We 
continue to make new friends with 
each new article. 

Response to the September article 
was encouraging. There was the con¬ 
gressional staffer whose daughter had 
leukemia who wrote to share some 
thoughts about disability policy in the 
government. A college professor 
wrote to say, “Your stoiy is a sad exam¬ 
ple of government insensitivity to 
families with disabilities.” On the 
lighter side, the disabled daughter of 
another FSO sent a friendship card to 
my daughter Alexa. 

There were also sad stories, such 
as the FSO with cancer who was told 
by a coworker that he disrupted the 

office and adversely affected produc¬ 
tivity of [healthy] employees. And, 
then there was a person with AIDS 
whose supervisor asked him not to 
bring food to an office party. 

My wife, daughter and I hope our 
story will help managers become 
more responsible for their actions and 
more sensitive to employees and their 
families with disabilities. We were 
especially happy to learn that several 
government agencies distributed the 
article to employees during National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month activities in October. 

Employees and managers must 
know their responsibilities under the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and other 
laws and regulations that protect per¬ 
sons and families with disabilities. As 
USDA discovered, ignorance is not a 
defense. 

James E. Patterson 
Agricultural Attache 
FAS 
U.S. Embassy Mexico City 
Washington, D.C. 

To the Editor: 
I have never before written to the 

editor of a periodical, but the letter 
from Alfred Barr in the September 
Foreign Service Journal written in 
response to Paul Folmsbee’s 
“Speaking Out” (“Foreign Sendee 
Should Recuit and Train More 
Managers,” July Journal) inspired 
me. Barr uses admirable candor 
when he refers to me and my other 
administration-section colleagues in 
a new and creative way as “a dogs 
tail.” He refers to himself and other 
“substantive” officers as the “teeth” 
of the Foreign Sen-ice. This pre¬ 
sents a mental image of an interest¬ 
ing, but wholly useless, beast made 
up of only teeth and tail. It sounds a 
bit more like a blind snake than a 
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dog. Whatever it is, I don’t think its 
anything I’d want to be part of. 

All the same, I like his choice of 
the body of a dog to describe the 
function and importance of the dif¬ 
ferent parts of the Foreign Service 
community. I would, however, offer 
a bit different assignation of the 
body parts. 

Barr sees himself as a member of 
the teeth group. I hope I won’t offend 
my friends in the political and eco¬ 
nomics sections if I suggest that “eyes 
and ears” is a better metaphor. Well- 
positioned high on its head, a dog’s 
eyes and ears are noble parts and per¬ 
fectly located to pass information to 
its brain, which I suggest correlates 
with the executive office. This leaves 
plenty of dog parts to choose from to 
represent other sections. I'll leave it to 
everyone to select which part best 
suits his job. 

As a General Services officer 
(GSO), I’d pick the feet to represent 
my section. Others might — and prob¬ 
ably have — chosen a section closer to 
the tail, but I’m writing this letter, so 
it’s my metaphor. Feet it is. The feet 
are where the dog meets the dirt on a 
daily basis. Feet take the dog where it 
wants to go, they scratch die dog’s 
head when it itches and they run like 
hell when the brain senses danger. 
Once in a while, they send out signals 
regarding comfort or pain, but they 
generally do their job without com¬ 
plaint. There are two important rea¬ 
sons why the dog’s feet are happy in 
their role. First, they are well-suited to 
the tasks they perform. Second, they 
are quietly (and, perhaps, arrogantly) 
confident that they are an important 
part of the greater dog. They have a 
sense of mission, which is reinforced 
from time to time by the brain. 

Ears, eyes and feet are well 
designed for their respective func¬ 
tions and work well in their places. If, 
however, you stick an ear on the end 

of a leg, it seems logical to expect poor 
results. There will ensue a great deal 
of complaint from die offended ear 
and grumbling from the other feet 
who have to cany more dian their 
share of the load. Furthermore, the 
beast will be a slow, clumsy thing that 
spends most its time and energy deal¬ 
ing with internal problems instead of 
doing dog stuff. 

So what? I submit all this talk 
about the relative importance of the 
different parts of a mission is just as 
silly as the above argument. A dog 
needs all its parts, and if any one is 
missing, misplaced or injured, prob¬ 
lems result. Similarly, it takes all func¬ 
tions to make a successful diplomatic 
mission. Some functions may be 
more public or elegant than others, 
but each is important and contributes 
to the ability of the mission to suc¬ 
ceed. Woof 

Mike Rafferty 
GSO 
U. S. Embassy La Paz 

CLARIFICATION 

Due to a transmission error, the 
last two paragraphs of jerry Lujan’s 
short story, “The Metal Man” (August 
Journal) were inadvertently omitted. 
They are: 

“The policeman carried die bundle 
to a new building just up die street from 
die consulate, across from die USAID 
offices. The man followed him. Aside 
from die Tuaregs guarding it, die new 
building was unoccupied. The police¬ 
man put die bundle of possessions 
under the stairs and left die man widi 
his new possession, his new property. 

Some things in Kaduna changed 
— the people, the weather. Some 
never did — the donkey carts, the 
dogs, the naked woman, and, of 
course, the metal man.” ■ 
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CLIPPINGS 
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FS LEGEND PICKERING 

QUITS AFTER 37 YEARS 
After 22 years as an ambassador and 

almost four decades as an FSO, Foreign 
Service legend Thomas Pickering, 65, 
the nations most senior career diplo¬ 
mat, announced on Nov. 1 that he was 
leaving the Foreign Service. Describing 
Pickerings last full day in Moscow on 
Oct. 31, Washington Post correspon¬ 
dent Lee Hockstader wrote he was “his 
usual calm, impeccable, supremely con¬ 
fident, utterly inscrutable self.” 
Pickering, one of only three active 
FSOs to hold the rank of career ambas¬ 
sador, is leaving to become head of the 
Eurasia Foundation in Washington. 

“In the eyes of practically all his con¬ 
temporaries and much of official 
Washington, he has had the most daz¬ 
zling diplomatic career of his genera¬ 
tion,” writes Hockstader. “It is, in fact, 
close to impossible to interview anyone 
about Pickering who does not lapse into 
star-struck superlatives: the quickest 
study, the sharpest mind, the most 
prodigious memory, the most creative, 
the most exacting, the most perceptive, 
the most physically energetic. It is 
almost a cliche that this countiy has 
never had an abler ambassador.” 

For the last three-and-a-half years, 
the seven-time ambassador has headed 
the U.S. mission to Russia. With the 
country’s economic woes worsening 
and President Boris Yeltsin just out of 
heart surgery, is this the best time for 
Pickering to be leaving? “Nobody’s 
indispensable, and at the moment, I 
don’t know that Russia is any more cri- 
sis-ridden than it’s ever been,” replied 
Pickering. He joined the Service in 
June 1959. 

GEORGETOWN DEAN 

REFOCUSING CURRICULA 
Universities still preparing foreign 

affairs students to be conventional 
diplomats need to change their course 
of study, argues Allan E. Goodman, 
executive dean of the School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University, writing in the Nov. 8 
Chronicle of Higher Education. With 
the Foreign Service and other govern¬ 
ment foreign affairs agencies cutting 
their staffs due to budget cuts, he 
asks, “Do our curricula primarily pre¬ 
pare students for jobs that no longer 
exist?” 

“We must face the reality that gov¬ 
ernment agencies are not going to be 
the primary destination for our gradu¬ 
ates in the future. Instead, a majority 
of students interested in international 
affairs will pursue careers in multina¬ 
tional corporations and non-govern¬ 
mental organizations, such as those 
concerned with global environments,” 
he writes. 

A 1994 study of 15 degree-granting 
programs in international affairs 
nationwide showed increased interest 
among students in pursuing careers in 
that field. But Georgetown alumni are 
recommending that courses include 
the practical aspects of foreign trade 
and finance, while corporate execu¬ 
tives are saying they want to hire 
employees who can think and act flex¬ 
ibly and strategically. 

“This means that faculty members 
at schools of Foreign Service and 
those teaching international relations 
need to reinvent not only their cours¬ 
es, but also their conception of the 
world,” concludes Goodman. 
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EXPELLED FSO DETAILS 
HAVANA HARASSMENT 

Reeling from farewell tributes prais¬ 
ing Cuban envoy Jose Luis Ponce, who 
was expelled from the United States in 
August in retaliation for Cuba’s expul¬ 
sion of FSO Robin Meyer, the normal¬ 
ly reticent State Department made 
Meyer available for an interview with 
Washington Post reporter Thomas 
Lippman. Meyer, 39, a mid-level offi¬ 
cer who was kicked out of Cuba this 
summer for contacting human rights 
dissidents, detailed her two-year 
assignment at the U.S. Interests 
Section in Plavana. She said Cuban 
security agents videotaped her meet¬ 
ings, followed her around the city, 
threatened and arrested people she 
spoke with and, on one occasion, tried 
to ram her car on a busy street in down¬ 
town Havana. 

“U.S. diplomats of her rank rarely 
give interviews,” wrote Lippman on 
Nov. 1, “but she was encouraged to do 
so by senior State Department offi¬ 
cials.” Officials were particularly irritat¬ 
ed, according to Lippman, that Ponce 
was quoted in the Washington Post as 
saying that his job in Washington was to 
“open lines of communications and 
lessen tension.” 

"He was opening communication in 
a country where all the lines of com¬ 
munication are open to him,” Meyer 
told Lippman. “The situation in 
Havana is quite different. All of our 
meetings had to be approved by the 
Cuban government.” And likely as not, 
those requests were turned down. 

Meyer received the State 
Departments Superior Honor Award, 
citing her “exceptional performance” 

for “dedication, bravery, and consisten- 
ly sound policy recommendations” that 
helped senior officials work toward a 
“free and democratic Cuba,” according 
to the Post. 

CHRISTOPHER SCORES 

ONE LOSS, ONE WIN 
Refore President Clinton accepted 

his resignation on Nov. 7, Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher garnered 
both criticism and praise in the 
Washington Post and Los Angeles 
Times. An Oct. 16 Washington Post edi¬ 
torial was sharply critical of 
Christophers admission — in an earlier 
interview with Washington Post 
reporter Michael Dobbs — that he had 
made foreign policy errors during his 
tenure, particularly in his handling of 
crises in Africa and the Caribbean. 

“Imagine a secretary of State closing 
out a presidential term by stating that 
his administration had come some 
years late to realize ‘how essential U.S. 
leadership is’ to the conduct of 
American foreign policy,” huffed the 
Post editorial. “His epiphany on the 
necessity for American leadership is 
certainly belated.” 

On the other hand, reporter Jim 
Mann of the Los Angeles Times, in a bit 
of psycho-history, countered on Oct. 
20 that Christopher “has served as a 
flak-catcher for President Clinton’s 
foreign policy.” Christopher served as 
the “calm, rich, supportive, well-con¬ 
nected daddy Clinton never had. And 
on foreign policy, the daddy has man¬ 
aged to shoulder the blame while the 
son did some crash schoolwork,” wrote 
Mann. 

YEARS AGO 

“The written [Foreign 
Service] examinations have 
been generally considered 
difficult,” wrote Joseph C. 
Green, executive director 
of the Baud of Examiners 
for the Foreign Service, in 
an article for the 
December 1946 Journal. 
“It is believed that the stan¬ 
dard maintained is the 
highest of any exam given 
by any public authority in 
the United States. The 
examinations in law, histo¬ 
ry, government and eco¬ 
nomics are rigorously grad¬ 
ed in accordance with the 
standards of final examina¬ 
tions for the A.B. degree in 
our leading colleges and 
universities. Nevertheless, 
notwithstanding the severi¬ 
ty of these examinations — 
and their severity has 
sometimes been exaggerat¬ 
ed by the uninformed — 
analysis of the results has 
demonstrated that candi¬ 
dates from colleges and 
universities in all parts of 
the country can... enter the 
Foreign Service.” 
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“Diplomacy • 

is the sewer 
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LJ 
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scum and 
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the political 
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— Niw YORK HI RAID 

TRIBUNK, 

1957 EDJTOIIIAL 

FOREIGN AID FUNDS 
CALLED 'USELESS’ 

Not everyone is happy that recent 
congressional budget cuts only slightly 
trimmed foreign aid. In the Oct. 10 
Washington Times, syndicated columnist 
and Cato Institute fellow Doug Bandow 
complains that the GOP-controlled 
Congress should have killed off more for¬ 
eign aid programs, which he termed 
“useless.” 

Arguments claiming such programs as 
advancing U.S. interests abroad are simply 
“deeply flawed attempts to justify flawed 
programs,” he writes. Bandows venom is 
directed particularly at the World Banks 
International Development Association 
(IDA) and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), 
which he says do not live up to their 
promises as benefiting American business. 

He also criticizes National Security 
Adviser Anthony Lake for erroneously 
claiming that U.S. aid opens foreign mar¬ 
kets to U.S. goods and services. 

Bandow questions figures showing that 
U.S. aid translates into more dollars for 
American businesses who contract to pro¬ 
vide services to aid agencies and cites a 
Canadian study that says the United States 
receives only 23 cents back from every $1 
it contributes to aid programs abroad. 
Whether those programs actually promote 
U.S. trade doesn’t interest Bandow. “The 
enrichment of corporate America is no 
better reason to throw more good taxpay¬ 
er funds after bad,” he writes. 

“Indeed, the very premise of the argu¬ 
ment is ridiculous — that money spent 
on foreign assistance has no alternative 
use. ... All Washington need do is leave 
tire dollars with tire taxpayers who earned 
them.” ■ 
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SPEAKING OUT 
Mid-Career, Older FSOs Are Good for the Service 

BY PAT GUY 

Colleagues of mine thought I 
was gutsy when I decided to 
quit the journalism profes¬ 

sion I’d been in for 21 years and 
join the Foreign Service. I think I 
was smart. And I believe it was 
smart of the Foreign Service to 
select me, along with others of my 
ilk. What ilk is that? A person in 
mid-life, with one career in the pri¬ 
vate sector behind her. 

More and more people like me 
are joining the Foreign Service. 
Some 15 years ago, the average age 
of a new FSO was 25. Today, it has 
inched up to 29, largely due to the 
handful of older FSOs in each 
entering class. The oldest member 
of the current class from last 
September, the 80th Orientation 
Class, is 47, and the oldest member 
of the previous class was 55. In my 
orientation class of March 1994, the 
71st Orientation Class, the average 
age was early 30s. A few of my 49 
classmates were just out of college 
or graduate school or had just com¬ 
pleted internships, but others had 
been bankers, lawyers, teachers, 
soldiers and ski instructors. I’ve 
heard of other A-100 classes whose 
members have been military offi¬ 
cers, bus drivers, ministers and 
even professional gamblers. I’m not 
saying that the experiences and 

Pat Guy, an FSO since 1994, was a 
reporter fur 21 years, including 10 at 
USA Today. In June, she transferred 
from US1A to the State Department 
and is now at U.S. Embassy Minsk. 

It’s a good idea 

junior officers 

ciren 7 always 

junior in age or 

experience. After 

21 years in the 

private sector; 1 

had developed a 

maturity that can 

only be gained in 

the reed world. 

backgrounds of these older incom¬ 
ing FSOs were better than those of 
my classmates just out of college — 
just different. 

Although the Foreign Service is 
not actively recruiting second- 
career, mid-life types like myself, 
we seem to be among the more 
restless souls in society who no 
longer contemplate one job for life. 
I do know that older people are 
selecting all types of vibrant second 
careers. 

For example, in Almaty, my first 
Foreign Service post, a significant 
minority of Peace Corps volunteers 
teaching English and helping to 
establish small businesses were in 
their 60s and 70s. These were not 
people content to sit on the porch 
and clip coupons, but had opted to 
learn a very difficult language and 
set out for the frozen steppes of 
Central Asia to live on little more 
than $100 a month. Many said they 
were doing it for the adventure. 

Maybe I joined the Foreign 
Service in part for the adventure, 
but I was also responding to a long¬ 
ing I had in my teens. My major in 
college had been Soviet studies, so 
it makes sense that after joining the 
U.S. Information Agency (USIA), I 
happily volunteered for a junior 
officer rotation in Kazakstan in the 
former Soviet Union. When USIA 
faced layoffs in 1996 and the State 
Department offered USIA junior 
officers the option of transferring to 
State as junior officers for that 
agency, I accepted. I spent three 
months in the General Services 
officer (GSO) course, learning how 
to negotiate property contracts and 
fix computers, and was sent to 
Belarus for a junior officer rotation 
as a consular officer and GSO — 
the essential employee who keeps 
your toilet working overseas. 

For whatever reason, I think it’s a 
good idea that junior officers 

aren’t always junior in age or expe¬ 
rience anymore. When I showed up 
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at the Foreign Service Institute 
(FSI) for my A-100 class, I brought 
with me some talents that can only 
be gained by experience. As a 
reporter, I had dealt with deadlines. 
I had covered complicated stories 
like the merger of Time, Inc. and 
Warner Communications and com¬ 
plex murder trials. I had tangled 
with recalcitrant public officials, 
irate publicists and reluctant 
sources. Those skills come in handy 
when I have to write a cable that 
absolutely, positively has to get out 
tonight, or when I have to smooth 
the ruffled feathers of a local cus¬ 
toms official. 

And that know-how helps when 
I have to try to understand the real 
motives behind a foreign govern¬ 
ment’s action, or calm fears of an 
American who has lost her pass¬ 

port. Searching a crowd to nab that 
chief executive for a must-have 
quote isn’t all that different from 
working a diplomatic reception to 
find out who’s in line to head the 
Americas Desk at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

I’m not out to make a case for 
more journalists in the Foreign 
Service: Skills from other occupa¬ 
tions are just as useful. We all know 
that administrative skills are becom¬ 
ing more important in these times of 
cutbacks, shortages and furloughs. 
The State Department has been 
criticized for its deficiencies in 
administration, contract oversight 
and financial controls. Seems to me 
it’s not a bad idea to have FSOs who, 
when they join, already know how to 
plan budgets and manage people. 
Maybe they’ll even understand the 
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mysteries of fiscal data without too 
much trouble. 

I’ve mentioned specific skills 
that older junior officers bring to 
the table, but I think I can make an 
even stronger case for the impor¬ 
tance of our more mature attitudes. 
By the time I joined the Foreign 
Sendee three years ago, I was no 
longer a tender ego encased in an 
eggshell, quavering at authority fig¬ 
ures and the idea of the unknown. 
I’d been there, done that. Seen 
most of it. Call it a survivor’s confi¬ 
dence. 

That means that in a classroom or 
a meeting, I’m not afraid to ask those 
“stupid questions.” During my class¬ 
es at FSI, students fresh out of col¬ 
lege told me they were pleased I was 
the brave one to ask those burning 
questions they had hesitated to ask. 

VOLVO 
Factory-Set Discounts 
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Overseas Specs 
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Surely this is transferable to those 
times when you’re sitting in a meet¬ 
ing with the deputy chief of mission 
and she makes a leap of logic that no 
one else follows but doesn’t dare 
question. 

I hesitate to suggest this back¬ 
ground makes dealing with the gov¬ 
ernment bureaucracy any easier. 
Maybe it’s more difficult: I have less 
patience than a lifelong government 
worker who won’t wonder why it 
takes six weeks to be reimbursed 
for a travel voucher or why the 11 
offices an FSO needs to visit before 
going overseas are not grouped 
together instead of on three differ¬ 
ent floors at State and another 
building in Virginia. 

But I know that by expecting 
more and pushing for action, I’ve 
avoided being as overwhelmed as 
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some of my younger colleagues. 
The experience of job seeking and 
job changing also comes in handy 
in Foreign Service life. Surely 
most of us have managed at least 
one home-to-college and then col- 
lege-to-work move, but that’s not 
always adequate preparation for 
the grand trauma of a packout and 
arrival at post. I know that the tra¬ 
vails of my major moves as a 
grownup, from New York to 
Alabama, to Hawaii to Washington, 
made my move last year to Almaty 
easier. However, I’m not sure that 
any amount of experience could 
have prepared me for the chal¬ 
lenge of packing up 10 months 
later to transfer from USIA to 
State, move from Almaty to D.C. 
and then repack again for Minsk — 
all within four months. 

Having been around the block a 
few times also makes it easier to 
walk into a strange embassy for the 
first time and start tackling the 
awaiting work. Criticism is also eas¬ 
ier to take after the private-sector 
wringer of job evaluations. An 
embassy or foreign ministry just 
seems a less intimidating place after 
executive suites, boardrooms and 
conference rooms. 

Government in general, as well as 
the Foreign Service, is ever so 

slowly moving to be more like private 
enterprise. The goal is to be more 
responsive, more customer-driven, 
nimble and adaptive. Everyone can 
contribute to that process. And none 
more so than FSOs who have worked 
in private enterprise and been subject 
to the pressures FS employees are 

now feeling. Re-engineering and 
reinventing have been happening for 
quite some time in the private sector. 
So instead of hiring expensive con¬ 
sulting firms, government officials 
should consider tapping the expertise 
of in-house consultants first. 

The most important, yet most 
intangible quality that I believe I 
brought into the Foreign Service is 
a sense of freedom borne from hav¬ 
ing a greater sense of the world that 
age and experience have brought 
me. Even before my first posting 
abroad, I had a view of the wider 
world, and a sense of belonging 
there. That confidence is liberat¬ 
ing, and provides me with a sense of 
purpose and mission now that I did¬ 
n’t have when I was younger. That’s 
a plus for me — and the Foreign 
Service. ■ 
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THE PEACEMONGERING SWEDE 

100 YEARS AFTER DEATH OF NOBEL, WORLD RECALLS 

DYNAMITE KING’ WHO BECAME ARCHITECT OF PEACE 

BY VICTOR M. PARACHIN One April morning in 1888, 
Alfred Nobel opened the 
Paris newspaper looking for 
the obituary of his elder 
brother, Ludvig, who in his 
57 years had achieved great 

success in the oil business. But when he paged to 
the obituary section, he was stunned to find his 
own death notice. To be sure, it was a careless 
journalistic error, but it would be a fortuitous one 
for Alfred Nobel. 

As he read the accounting of his life as “a great 
industrialist who had made an immense fortune 
developing and selling weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion,” he was horrified to find himself described as 
the “dynamite king” and the “merchant of death.” 
There was no mention of his considerable involve¬ 
ment in promoting peace and unity among 
nations. Nor was there a word of his generous 
contributions to various charities and needv indi- 

J 

viduals. The entire purpose of his life was distilled 
down to the simple term, “merchant of death.” 
Was this how he would be remembered? 

That morning would be a turning point for 
Alfred Nobel. As the shock of seeing his own obit 
wore off, he immediately resolved to clarify to the 
world the true philosophy of his life. He would 
spend his last eight years on earth determining 

Victor M. Parachin is a freelance writer in 
Claremont, Calif. 

how best to use his massive wealth for helping 
humanity and promoting world peace and harmo¬ 
ny among nations. The result would be the presti¬ 
gious annual Nobel Peace Prizes, awarded to 
those who “during the preceding year, shall have 
conferred the greatest benefit on mankind.” This 
month marks the centennial anniversary of Alfred 
Nobel’s death, on Dec. 10, 1896. 

Born in Stockholm on Oct. 21, 1833, Alfred 
Nobel was the third son of Emanuel Nobel, 

an engineer who invented and manufactured sea 
mines to protect harbors from enemy invasion, 
and Andrietta Ahlsell. Emanuel Nobel, whose 
invention captured the attention of the Russians, 
moved to St. Petersburg in 1842, where he set 
up a factory to produce sea mines for the gov¬ 
ernment. Andrietta and her seven children, only 
five of whom lived past childhood, stayed behind 
in Stockholm, where she supported them by 
opening a grocery store. Eventually, they all fol¬ 
lowed Emanuel to Russia. 

In 1850, the 17-year-old Alfred, who had 
shown an interest in chemistry and physics, was 
sent to the United States to study with the 
famous inventor John Ericsson, a pioneer in 
the development of steam-powered warships. 
After four years, Alfred returned to St. 
Petersburg to complete his chemical engineer¬ 
ing training, although he would have a lifelong 
love for literature. By age 21, he had five other 
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languages to add to his Swedish, having 
become fluent in Russian, English, French, 
Italian and German. 

In Russia, Alfred worked closely with his 
father experimenting with nitroglycerin, an 
unstable explosive known to be dangerous to 
handle. In fact, many countries and cities had 
passed laws forbidding the manufacture, sale, 
transportation and use of nitroglycerin. In search 
of a combination of the highly volatile nitroglyc¬ 
erin with a non-explosive substance, which made 
it just as effective but safer to handle, Albert 
experimented with many substances, including 
powdered charcoal and sawdust. None proved 
adequate. Finally, in 1867 he tried mixing com¬ 
mon clay with nitroglycerin, a combination that 
worked perfectly. Clay was ideal for several rea¬ 
sons: It was light, it was absorbent and it was 
always of the same consistency. Furthermore, 
from a commercial viewpoint, it was abundant, 
found in limitless quantity all around the world 
and, thus, was literally dirt cheap to purchase. 
He named the new explosive “dynamite,” draw¬ 
ing from the Greek word dynamis or “power of 
force,” though factory workers quickly began 
calling it “Nobel’s safety powder.” 

Recognizing the immense value of his inven¬ 
tion, Alfred quickly received patents from 
numerous countries. Soon, factories all over 
Europe replaced the manufacture of nitroglyc¬ 
erin with that of “Nobels safety powder.” With 
355 patents to his credit, money began pouring 
into Alfred Nobel’s bank accounts and his name 
became linked to those of other great inventors. 
Dynamite had propelled Alfred Nobel into fame, 
power and wealth. 

Initially, dynamite was used almost entirely for 
peaceful purposes, such as clearing land, 

blasting tunnels in mines and building roads, 
railroads and canals. Nobel was not only profes¬ 
sionally satisfied, but personally fulfilled, know¬ 
ing his dynamite was a key factor in the progress 
of industry and commerce. And he also believed 
it would inhibit war, believing that if every nation 

had dynamite — 20 times more potent than 
other explosives — leaders would be afraid to 
start wars. 

H owever, the breakout of the Franco- 
Prussian War, which began in July 1870, would 
alter all that. The hostilities between France and 
a coalition of the Confederation of Northern 
Germany and her southern allies resulted in the 
overthrow of the Napoleonic 
dynasty and the consolidation of 
Germany into an empire under 
the leadership of Prussia. 
Prussian military arms special¬ 
ists ordered tons of dynamite to 
blow up French roads, bridges 
and other fortifications. Soon, 
German engineers discovered a 
way to insert dynamite into 
bombs, which they used to 
bomb crowded enemy areas in 
France. The bombs caused the 
greatest known devastation in 
the history of war to that time, 
which upset Alfred Nobel. 

“Perhaps my factories will 
put an end to war ... on the day 
when two army camps may 
mutually annihilate each other 
in a second, all civilized nations will probably 
recoil with horror and disband their troops,” he 
wrote in a letter to Countess Bertha von 
Suttner, who headed the 19th-century Peace 
Congress movement to abolish war. He pre¬ 
dicted that “the whole world would revolt 
against the repetition of the ghastly crime and 
would, with a unanimous acquiescence, refer 
all disputes to a tribunal of peace.” The count¬ 
ess, who had spent two months as a secretary 
and household supervisor at Nobel’s home 
before marrying Count Arthur von Suttner, is 
presumed to be the inspiration behind the cre¬ 
ation of the peace prize. The author of the 
1889 diatribe against the arms race, Lay Down 
Arms, the countess would win the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1909. 

Sweden’s leading daily,; 

Svenska Dagbladet, 

declared Nobel's gift 

“probably the most 

magnificent one of its 

kind that a private 

person has ever had 

both the desire and the 

ability to make." 
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A few days after the death of 
Alfred Nobel in San Remo, 

Italy, his attorney sent copies of his 
will to its two executors: Ragnar 
Sohlman, Nobels personal assis¬ 
tant, and Rudolf Lilljequist, a close 
friend. The two were stunned at 
Alfred Nobel’s last will and testa¬ 
ment, which left only small sums to 
family and friends. 

The rest of his estate, according 
to the will, would be converted 
“into money, which they then shall 
invest in safe securities; the capital 
then secured shall constitute a 
fund, the interest accruing from 
which shall be annually awarded in 
prizes to those persons who shall 
contribute most materially to bene¬ 
fiting mankind during the year 
immediately preceding. The said 
interest shall be divided into five 
equal amounts, to be apportioned 
as follows: One share to the person 
who shall have made the most 
important discovery or invention in 
the domain of physics; one share to 
the person who shall have made the 
most important chemical discovery 
or improvement; one share to the 
person who shall have made the 
most important discovery in the 
field of physiology or medicine; one 
share to the person who shall have 
produced in the field of literature 
the most distinguished work of an 
idealistic tendency; and finally, one 
share to the person who shall have 
best promoted the fraternity of 
nations and the abolition or 
diminution of standing armies and 
the formation and increase of 
peace congresses.” 

Alfred further stipulated that the 
prizes for physics and chemistry be 
awarded by the Swedish Academy 
of Science in Stockholm; the one 
for medicine by the Carolina 
Medical Institute in Stockholm; the 
prize for literature by the Academy 
in Stockholm; and the peace prize 

by a committee of five elected by 
the Norwegian parliament. In 1968, 
a sixth award in economics was 
added by the National Bank of 
Sweden, though it was first given in 
1969. 

To ensure that the selection 
process be free of bias and that can¬ 
didates worldwide be considered, 
Nobel’s wi 11 added, “It is my express 
wish that in awarding the prizes, no 
consideration whatever shall be 
given to the nationality of the can¬ 
didates, so that the most worthy 
shall receive the prize, whether he 
be a Scandinavian or not.” When 
liquidated, Nobel’s estate was val¬ 
ued at 33 million Swedish kroner, or 
nearly $10 million, an enormous 
sum in 1896. 

Predictably, when Nobels final 
wishes became public, the will 
became a source of great controver¬ 
sy and, later, national pride in 
Sweden. Although the lifelong bach¬ 
elor had no immediate heirs of his 
own, distant relatives immediately 
contested the will. Legally, there was 
the question of which of three coun¬ 
tries was his official residence, 
where the will would be probated, 
since he had homes in Sweden, Italy 
and France. Also, some Swedes 
were disturbed that the Norwegian 
parliament was tasked with selecting 
a peace prize winner. Defenders of 
Nobel’s will argued that he selected 
Norway because of the country’s 
long record as a peaceful and peace- 
loving nation; that its geographical 
location tended to keep it neutral in 
time of war; and that it had long 
publicly favored international arbi¬ 
tration and conflict resolution rather 
than war. 

Through careful work and sheer 
determination to fulfill Alfred’s 
final wishes, the executors faced 
each challenge one by one. The will 
was probated in Sweden. Relatives 
were persuaded to honor Alfred’s 

idealistic and humanitarian wishes. 
Sweden’s leading daily, Svenska 
Dagbladet, declared Nobel’s gift 
“probably the most magnificent one 
of its kind that a private person has 
ever had both the desire and the 
ability to make.” Finally, after more 
than two years, all legal issues were 
settled and the Nobel Prizes were 
established, with the first prize of 
about $50,000 awarded in 1901 — 
to German physicist Wilhelm 
Roentgen for the discovery of x- 
rays. 

As of 1995, Nobel prizes include 
an estimated $900,000 award each, 
but their moral value exceeds the 
monetary one. Although no FSO to 
date has won a Nobel peace prize, 
the list of winners reads like an 
international honor roll. 

Prominent Americans who have 
won Nobel prizes for peace have 
included President Theodore 
Roosevelt for negotiating peace in 
the Russo-Japanese war (1906); 
President Woodrow Wilson for 
founding the League of Nations 
(1919); Jane Addams, president of 
the Womens International League 
for Peace and Freedom (1931); 
Nicholas Murray Butler, president 
of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace (1931); former 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull for 
his role in organizing the United 
Nations (1945); civil rights activist 
Martin Luther King Jr. (1964) and 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
(1973) for negotiating a cease-fire 
in the Vietnam War. 

In the century following Alfred 
Nobel’s death, his shadow has 
lengthened. Throughout the 20th 
century, the Nobel peace prize has 
clearly and consistently kept peace 
in the public eye. Thus, the great 
vision of Alfred Nobel — inventor, 
scientist, philanthropist and cham¬ 
pion of peace — continues to live 
100 years after his death. ■ 
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FEATURE 

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WINNERS 
1913 Henri La Fontaine (Belgian) 1961 Dag Hammarskjold (Swedish) 
1917 International Red Cross 1962 Linus C. Pauling ( American) 
1919 Woodrow Wilson (American) 1963 International Red Cross 
1920 Leon VA. Bourgeois (French) League of Red Cross Societies 
1921 Karl H. Branting (Swedish) 1964 Martin Luther King Jr. (American) 

Christian L. Lange (Norwegian) 1965 U.N. Childrens Fund 
1922 Fridtjof Nansen (Norwegian) 1968 Rene Cassin (French) 
1925 Sir J. Austen Chamberlain (British) 1969 International Labor Organization 

Charles G. Dawes (American) 1970 Norman E. Borlaug (American) 
1926 Aristide Briand (French) 1971 Willy Brandt (West German) 

Gustave Stresemann (German) 1973 Henry Kissinger (American) 
1927 Ferdinand E. Buisson (French) Le Due Tho (North Vietnamese) (Award 

Ludwig Quidde (German) declined) 
1929 Frank B. Kellogg (American) 1974 Eisako Sato (Japanese) 
1930 Nathan Soderblom (Swedish) Sean MacBride (Irish) 
1931 Jane Addams (American) 1975 Andrei Sakharov (Soviet) 

Nicholas Murray Butler (American) 1976 Mairead Corrigan (Northern Irish) 
1933 Sir Norman Angell (British) Betty Williams (Northern Irish) 
1934 Arthur Henderson (British) 1977 Amnesty International 
1935 Carl von Ossietzky (German) 1978 Anwar Sadat (Egyptian) 
1936 Carlos de Saavendra Lamas (Argentine) Menachem Begin (Israeli) 
1937 Viscount Cecil of Chelwood (British) 1979 Mother Teresa of Calcutta (Albanian-born 
1938 Nansen International Office for Refugees resident of India) 
1944 International Red Cross 1980 Adolfo Perez Esquivel (Argentine) 
1945 Cordell Hull (American) 1981 U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
1946 Emily G. Balch (American) 1982 Alva Myrdal (Swedish) 

John R. Mott (American) Alfonso Garcia Robles (Mexican) 
1947 Friends Sendee Council (British) 1983 Lech Walesa (Polish) 

American Friends Sendee Committee 1984 Bishop Desmond Tutu (South African) 
(American) 1985 International Physicians for the Prevention 

1949 Lord John Boyd Off of Brechin Meams of Nuclear War 
(British) 1986 Elie Wiesel (Romanian-American) 

1950 Ralph J. Bunche (American) 1987 Oscar Arias Sanchez (Costa Rican) 
1951 Leon Jouhaux (French) 1988 U.N. Peacekeeping Forces 
1952 Albert Schweitzer (French) 1989 Dalai Lama (Tibetan) 
1953 George C. Marshall (American) 1990 Mikhail S. Gorbachev (Russian) 
19.54 Office of U.N. High Commissioner for 1991 Aung San Suu Kyi (Myanmarese) 

Refugees 1992 Rigoberta Menchu (Guatemalan) 
1957 Lester B. Pearson (Canadian) 1993 Frederik W. de Klerk (South African) 
1958 Georges Pire (Belgian) Nelson Mandela (South African) 
1959 Philip J. Noel-Baker (British) 1994 Yassir Arafat (Palestinian) 
1960 Albert J. Luthuli (South African) Shimon Peres (Israeli) 

Yitzhak Rabin (Israeli) 
Nobel Peace Prizes were not awarded in 1914-1916, 1995 Joseph Rotblat (English) 
1918,1923-24,1928,1932,1939-43,1948, 1955-56, 1996 Carlos Belo, Jose Ramos-Horta (East 

1967 and 1972. Timorians) 
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Focus ON WORLD JUSTICE 

LOOKING INWARD 

JUDGE GOLDSTONE WEIGHS 

THE LIMITS, POSSIBILITIES 

OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

By Sharna Marcus 

udge Richard J. Goldstone, 48, a justice of the Constitutional Court of 

Soudi Africa, recently stepped down as chief prosecutor of die inter¬ 

national criminal tribunals for die former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda at The Hague. Appointed in August 1994, Goldstone 

took a leave of absence from die South African court to serve two years and diree months widi the tribunals. Goldstone 

was appointed to the Constitutional Court in July 1994, and previously served on die Transvaal Supreme Court and die 

Appellate Divison of die Supreme Court of South Africa. From 1991-1994, he chaired die Commission of Inquiry on 

Public Violence and Intimidation. 
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When courts are operating, points out Judge Goldstone, there is 

always an advancement of international justice. When 

no courts operate, the law stagnants. 

QHOW COMMONLY ACCEPTED IS THE RULE OF LAW BY 

NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD? 

Alt hasn’t been accepted at all, apart from the 

Nuremberg trials. I think mainly governments are 

overzealous about their sovereignty. To oblige themselves 

to an international court means an invasion of their sov¬ 

ereignty' and they’re trying to avoid that. 

QA HALF CENTURY AGO, TIIE TWO DOCUMENTS THAT 

LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR THE RULE OF LAW IN THE 

POST-WORLD WAR II WORLD WERF. THE U.N. CHARTER 

AND THE AGREEMENT AMONG THE VICTORIOUS ALLIES ON 

HOW TO BRING NAZI WAR CRIMINALS TO TRIAL. SINCE 

THEN, THERE HAVE BEEN REPEATED STARTS AND STOPS 

TOWARD A TRUE INTERNATIONAL WORLD CRIMINAL COURT, 

INCLUDING THE U.N. ORGAN FORMALLY CALLED THE 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (WORLD COURT), 

WHICH HAS NO POWER TO ENFORCE ITS DECISIONS. 

INDEED, BY THE 1990S, FEWER THAN ONE-THIRD OF U.N. 

MEMBER STATES ACCEPTED THE COURT’S JURISDICTION. 

How CAN THAT BE REMEDIED? 

A The only way is for people, particularly those in 

democracies, to pressure then governments to 

press for a permanent international court. But it needs 

strong public support. Public support will be the deter¬ 

rent needed to stop crimes. There’s a tremendous move 

[for the pursuit of international justice] now, to a large 

extent because of the U.N. tribunals. The preparatory 

committee of the U.N. has had many meetings to finalize 

plans to consider [a permanent criminal court]. An inter¬ 

national meeting is being planned for 1998 to get an 

Sharna Marcus, a journalism student at American 

University’s Washington Semester Program this fall, is 

a junior at Indiana University in Bloomington. She is 

the Journal’s intern this semester. 

agreement among nations for an international treaty-on a 

criminal court. The U.S., in the last four years, has been 

supporting it — for the first time. 

QONE OF THE COURT’S BEST KNOWN DECISIONS WAS 

AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, IN A 1984 CASE 

BROUGHT BY NICARAGUA, WHICH PRESIDENT RONALD 

REAGAN IGNORED, SAYING THE WORLD COURT HAD NO 

JURISDICTION. WHAT DO YOU THINK OF REAGAN’S MONTE? 

A Obviously the United States’ example, as the world’s 

leading nation, is vitally important. If the U.S. does¬ 

n’t set an example, what can one expect from any other 

country? 

QSO FAR, 74 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN INDICTED FOR NVAR 

CRIMES IN THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA OF WHOM 67 

REMAIN AT LARGE. WHAT KIND OF IMPACT WOULD GUILTY 

VERDICTS AGAINST BOSNIAN SERB STRONGMAN RADOVAN 

KARADZIC AND HIS MILITARY COMMANDER, GEN. RATKO 

MLADIC, HAVE ON THE REST OF THE WORLD? 

Alt [the indictment of the two men] would certainly 

add tremendous credibility to the tribunal. One of 

tire credibility problems is that people [suspects] are not 

being arrested. The Hague is veiy limited in what it can 

do, if more people aren’t arrested and more people aren’t 

going to go to trial, then The Hague will not be able to do 

its work. It’s [the fault of] the countries now controlling 

the U.N. troops. It’s not a question of negative policies [of 

the United States and other countries], U.S. policy is not 

robust, and that’s inappropriate. The U.S. is veiy pur¬ 

posely sending the veiy worst message to indicted war 

criminals. 

QAJND THEN, THERE’S THE PROBLEM OF FUNDS. YOUR 

TRIBUNAL HAD BUT ONE COURTROOM AND INSUFFI¬ 

CIENT FUNDS TO HIRE A SECOND SHIFT OF TRANSLATORS. 
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MALAYSIA, ITALY AND PAKISTAN CONTRIBUTED LARGE SUMS. 

THE UNITED STATES HELPED OUT WITH $2 MILLION IN COM¬ 

PUTER EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL SUCH AS ATTORNEYS AND 

INVESTIGATORS. OTHER COUNTRIES AND PRIVATE FOUNDA¬ 

TIONS HAVE ALSO HELPED OUT. DO YOU HAVE ANY SUGGES¬ 

TIONS ON HOW TO BETTER FUND THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY? 

A Money is not a problem anymore, really. There is suf¬ 

ficient money to do a reasonable job. It’s not one of 

die most serious problems at die moment. 

It [determining justice] would depend on the basis on 

which a prosecutor would be free to investigate, a prose¬ 

cutor, he or she, must be independent. But no internation¬ 

al prosecutor can be unaccountable. Whoever is responsi¬ 

ble inside or outside die U.N. would have to take into 

account local conditions, local needs and requirements. 

Certainly I am against international justice being used as a 

blunt instrument. Soudi Africa is a good example. It was a 

sensible decision to agree on die Commission for Trudi 

and Reconciliation. 

Q ADVOCATES OF THE WORLD COURT SAY THAT ITS ADVI¬ 

SORIES, THOUGH NOT MANDATORY, WILL EVENTUALLY 

FORM A BODY OF PRECEDENTS THAT WOULD INFLUENCE 

INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

A That’s die least that can be expected. The countries 

must agree tiiat international mandatory orders have 

to be obeyed by countries diat subject themselves to the 

jurisdiction of the international courts. There are many 

ways to do tiiis: the United Nations, the international bank 

funds [like the IMF, the IDB, the ADB, etc.] and [U.N.] 

sanctions. 

QVARIOUS COUNTRIES ARE DEALING WITH ACTS OF 

VIOLENCE INTERNALLY, BY CREATING A TRUTH 

COMMISSION, AS DID SOUTH AFRICA IN ITS ATTEMPT TO 

TRY ONLY A FEW FORMER LEADERS FROM THE APARTHEID 

ERA; OR BY HOLDING DIRECT CRIMINAL TRIALS, AS 

ETHIOPIA DID IN ITS ATTEMPT TO TRY 46 FORMER GOV¬ 

ERNMENT OFFICIALS FOR KILLING THOUSANDS OF PEO¬ 

PLE IN THE 1970s. RWANDA HAS EMBRACED A TWO¬ 

PRONGED STRATEGY TO BRING PERPETRATORS OF THE 

1994 TRIBAL MASSACRES TO JUSTICE: COOPERATING WITH 

A U.N. INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL AND REBUILDING ITS 

OWN JUSTICE SYSTEM TO ALLOW RWANDAN COURTS TO 

TRY THE 74,000 SUSPECTS. WHICH OF THESE, IF ANY, IS 

THE BEST IDEA? 

A You have to look at each country and see what’s in its 

best interest, in terms of justice. What is relevant to 

one country may not be relevant to another. The South 

Africa Truth Commission has led to a relatively peaceful 

transition. If the African National Congress insisted on a 

Nuremberg trial for former leaders, almost certainly there 

wouldn’t have been a settiement. 

QARE THERE ANY BETTER WAYS OUT THERE THAT STILL 

HAVEN’T BEEN ATTEMPTED YET? 

AA permanent court — that’s the best way of doing it. 

QHOW EFFECTIVE IS THE THREAT OF CRIMINAL TRI¬ 

BUNALS AS A DETERRENT TO STATE-SPONSORED CRIME, 

SUCH AS GENOCIDE, ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD? 

A There’s only one way to stop criminal conduct: the 

fear of international justice. If people think they’re 

going to get caught, and brought to account for what 

they did, they will think twice before they do it. 

Who knows what war crimes have already been avoid¬ 

ed if leaders knew they would have faced investigation 

[because of tire Nuremburg trials]? The fact that you have 

a good police system doesn’t stop all crime — crime is still 

being committed. But you wouldn’t say: What’s tire point 

of having a police system? 

QGOOD POINT, WHICH LEADS TO THE NEXT QUESTION. 

WIIAT THE CRIMINAL TRIBUNALS SEEM TO LACK IS THE 

USE OF A POLICE FORCE TO APPREHEND SUSPECTS AND TO 

ENFORCE COURT DECISIONS. IS THERE TALK OF FORMING AN 

INTERNATIONAL POLICE FORCE? 

A No, there’s not. The international community is not 

nearly tirere. There is not yet any agreement on a 

court [much less] a police force. That’s a ways in die future. 

No country is going to allow an international police force 

into its sovereign territory. 
O J 

QlF YOU HAD UNLIMITED FUNDS AND THE BLESSING OF 

ALL THE WORLD’S NATIONS, WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
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There’s only one way to stop international criminal conduct, says 

Judge Goldstone: “ The fear of justice. If people think they’re 

going to get caught... they’ll think twice before they do it. ’ 

AN INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE SYSTEM UNDER U.N. CONTROL? 

WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE? 

A An independent court should have strong links to the 

U.N., as long as you have independent prosecutors 

and judges. The U.N. would decide where it is appropriate 

for a prosecutor to prosecute. [The structure of the court] 

would depend on what it had to do — it’s not really that 

important. 

QHOW COULD INTERNATIONAL POLITICS BE KEPT FROM 

INFLUENCING THIS HYPOTHETICAL COURT? 

A Ensuring the independence of where and which cases 

a prosecutor investigates is bound to be political. You 

couldn’t have an international court operating without the 

political arena. Politics are very important. 

QLET’S TURN TO CIVIL SUITS. MORE THAN 1,000 
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS AND THEIR RELATIVES 

RECENTLY FILED A $20 BILLION CLASS-ACTION SUIT IN 

FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT IN NEW YORK, WHICH HAS 

JURISDICTION OVER BANKS DOING BUSINESS IN THAT STATE, 

ACCUSING SWISS BANKS OF ABSORBING THE FUNDS OF 

JEWISH VICTIMS. IS THIS THE START OF A TREND: U.S. 

COURTS TAKING ON CIVIL CASES SPAWNED BY CONFLICTS 

ABROAD? 

Alt’s really inappropriate for me to discuss U.S. legal 

matters, which I’m no expert on. As a trend, federal 

courts are widening their jurisdiction to these crimes. I wel¬ 

come that. The national courts have a vital role to play. 

Because federal courts have more resources, [hi the future] 

it will be a necessity, with the international courts having 

fewer resources, to try all war criminals. International 

courts shouldn’t do all of the work. I encourage national 

courts, in mid outside Bosnia, and Rwanda, for example, to 

prosecute war criminals [who have fled to their countries]. 

QlN GENERAL, WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL BE SOME OF 

THE OTHER MAJOR TRENDS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW IN 

THE COMING DECADES? 

A The more courts that are issuing sanctions, the 

more change you’re going to get. Until recently 

international law has only had academic interest. That’s 

different now. For example, the Hague court has 

brought tremendous advances in the attitude to sys¬ 

tematic rape. Systematic, mass rape — for the first time 

— is recognized as a war crime, and there are other 

advances in lessening the distinction between interna¬ 

tional conflict and internal conflict. When courts are 

operating, there is always advancement. When no 

courts operate, [advancement in international justice] 

is stagnant. 

THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE TO ADD? 

A The important thing for Americans who are con¬ 

cerned about the tremendous increase in human 

rights violations is that they should continue to pres¬ 

sure their own government and representatives to see 

international law put higher up on the [political] 

agenda. 

The Clinton administration, especially [U.S. 

Ambassador to the U.N.] Madeleine Albright, has been 

a strong supporter of die work of U.N. tribunals, cer¬ 

tainly much more than any other government in the 

world, with the exception of the Netherlands, which has 

given it unconditional support. But really, there is obvi¬ 

ously a problem. It is very important for the U.S. to give 

strong leadership in the arrest of war criminals, warrants 

and other issues. If [suspects] aren’t arrested, it is unfair 

to raise the prospects of victims, such as in Bosnia. The 

IFOR troops in Bosnia should be given orders to arrest 

these people. ■ 
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LOOKING STRAIGHT AHEAD 

AMID 2 HAGUE TRIBUNALS, 

PERMANENT GLOBAL COURT 

OF CRIME PONDERED BY '98 

By Douglass W. Cassel Jr 

n 1990, as the Cold War was ending, former senator and former U.S. 

Ambassador to the United Nations Daniel Moynihan righdy credited tire 17th century Dutch jurist Hugo Grotius as tire 

founder of international law. But hard-nosed diplomats nowadays, observed Moynihan in Iris book, On the Law of Nations, 

associate international law with weakness. “Real men,” he quipped, “did not cite Grotius.” 

Yet only six years later, in this first decade of the post-Cold War era, proceedings are under way before two ad hoc inter¬ 

national criminal tribunals established by the U.N. Security Council for Rwanda and for tire former Yugoslavia. Meanwhile, 

the U.N. General Assembly, with serious participation by the United States, is actively considering creation of a permanent 
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The stakes would be higher in an international criminal court for 

prosecuting crimes, like those at Nuremberg, where the accused 

may carry diplomatic passports or wear military uniforms. 

international criminal court. A treaty to create such a 

court could be ready to be signed as early as 1998. 

The Yugoslavia and Rwanda tribunals face daunting 

obstacles — not least the difficulty of detaining their 

chief suspects. If created, the proposed permanent tri- 

bunal vrill be tightly constrained by deference to state 

sovereignty and Security Council prerogatives. 

Still, now that die shackles of the Cold War are gone, 

die time has come once again to ponder die promise of 

Nuremberg. Declared Chief Prosecutor Robert Jackson 

in his opening statement 51 years ago at the trial of major 

Nazi war criminals, the tribunal was “one of the most sig¬ 

nificant tributes that power has ever paid to reason.” So 

it was — despite its shortcomings. But for die next half 

century, power would not again pay so much tribute to 

reason. In its 1948 treaty outlawing genocide, the United 

Nations contemplated prosecutions before an interna¬ 

tional criminal court, if one were established. None was. 

Why not? During die Cold War, neither side could 

trust die other not to push international prosecutions for 

propaganda puiposes. Besides, both sides were exposed, 

and they knew it. During the Bush administration, for 
example, the concept of a court was discussed in the 

White House. If it were created, asked an administration 

lawyer, could President Ronald Reagan be put on trial? 

No one needed reminding diat die International Court 

of Justice, which has no criminal powers but hears suits 

between nations, ruled in 1986 diat die United States 

had violated international law by mining Nicaragua’s har¬ 

bors and encouraging die contras to assassinate civilian 

Sandinista mayors. After an awkward pause, an answer 

was ventured that a former U.S. president could indeed 

be prosecuted. No further questions were needed. 

Douglass W. Casset Jr., a lawyer who specializes in 
international law, is executive director of the 
International Human Rights Law Institute at DePaul 
University in Chicago. 

Altiiough no international criminal court was cre¬ 

ated after Nuremberg, die World Court, as it is 

called, did manage to remain in business, and 

even to prove its utility in interpreting international law 

and resolving border disputes. Originally created as the 

Permanent Court of International Justice of the League 

of Nations in 1920, and located in The Hague, its man¬ 

date was to hear disputes between nations, and to render 

advisory opinions on questions of international law. 

In 1945, when the United Nations was founded, die 

court became die principal judicial arm of the United 

Nations. Its name was changed to the International 

Court of Justice, but its statute remained essentially 

unchanged. U.N. organs could ask for advisory opinions. 

In contested cases, however, the court could not impose 

itself on member states. It could hear disputes only 

between states that accepted its jurisdiction, either gen¬ 

erally or in particular cases. 

From the start, it met vvitii little success. Most U.N. 

members, including the Soviet Union, declined to accept 

its jurisdiction. The United States initially accepted it, but 

withdrew in 1984 in protest of the courts assumption of 

jurisdiction over the case brought against die United States 

by Nicaragua. By die 1990s, fewer dian one diird of U.N. 

member states generally accepted die courts jurisdiction. 

And diose diat did often attached crippling reservations. 

Despite all this, die court not only survived, but carved 

out a useful role by defining important principles of inter¬ 

national law. In die Nicaragua case, for example, it ruled 

that basic Geneva Convention guarantees for civilians and 

non-combatants have become customary international 

law in both international and internal conflicts. This would 

later help lay die groundwork for the ad hoc international 

criminal tribunals for Rwanda and die former Yugoslavia. 

The court has also shown its worth as an alternative to 

the use of force in resolving boundary disputes. In 1992, 

for example, it delineated die frontier between El Salvador 

and Honduras, countries that in 1969 had gone to war over 
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the borders demarcation. Both countries, despite misgiv¬ 

ings, accepted tire courts judgment. Still, the overall experi¬ 

ence of tire World Court, most of it in the Cold War, show's 

a world not ready to submit international relations to die 

rule of law? let alone to die risk of international prosecutions. First in Western Europe and later in Latin America, 

the Cold War years also saw' die rise of regional 

human rights courts. As early as 1950, die Council 

of Europe adopted the European Convention on Human 

Rights, which enshrines a list of rights similar to die U.S. 

Bill of Rights. It is enforced by bodi a commission and a 

court — die European Court of Human Rights. Victims 

complain to die commission, which can make non-binding 

recommendations. Then, the commission or die state, but 

not, until reeendy, the victim, can ask the court for a legal¬ 

ly binding judgment — provided the state has accepted 

die courts jurisdiction. The courts pow'ers are limited. It 

can declare violations and order states to pay monetary 

damages, but it cannot mido national law's and it has no 

criminal jurisdiction. Even so, as the first international 

court created to protect citizens from dieir own govern¬ 

ments, its inauguration was a momentous step forward. 

Located in Strasbourg, die court got off to a slow start. 

By die 1980s, however, it had become the functional 

equivalent in Western Europe of the U.S. Supreme Court 

for cases involving constitutional rights in tiiis country. 

When the Cold War ended, the nations of Central and 

Eastern Europe were admitted to the Council of Europe, 

but only on condition diey join die European Convention 

on Human Rights and accept die jurisdiction of the 

Strasbourg court. Most have now done so. 

The European example has inspired one follower — 

Latin America. In 1969 the Organization of American 

States promulgated an American Convention on Human 

Rights, enforceable by a commission and court, modeled 

roughly on the European system. The Inter-American 

Court of Human Rights, established in San Jose in 1979, 

decided its first contested case in 1988. It has now decid¬ 

ed half a dozen, along witii numerous emergency orders 

and 14 advisory opinions. Another 20 cases are now pend¬ 

ing, and nearly all nations of Latin America — but none of 

North America — accept the court’s jurisdiction. No simi¬ 

lar movements have emerged in Africa or Asia. 

In any event, regional human rights courts hear what 

amount to civil suits against governments. The stakes are 

higher in an international criminal court for prosecuting 

crimes, like tiiose at Nuremberg, where the accused may 

carry diplomatic passports or wear military uniforms. No sooner did the Cold War end, than barbarity not 

seen in Europe since die Third Reich broke loose 

in what had been Yugoslavia. If its magnitude 

could not match die Holocaust, its forms were chillingly 

reminiscent: edmic cleansing, inhuman detention camps, 

mass graves, unspeakable brutality. The calls of conscience 

that demanded Nuremberg 50 years ago were now echoed. 

Acting Secretary of State Lawrence Eaglebi irger, reported¬ 

ly moved by the urging of Auschwitz survivor and Nobel 

Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel, stunned Iris European 

counterparts at a 1992 conference on regional peace by 

naming top Serb leaders and negotiators as war criminals. 

In fact, a process leading tow'ard war crimes prosecutions 

was already under way, albeit for mixed motives and with 

muted enthusiasm. As early as summer 1991, the U.N. 

Security Council had warned drat individuals committing 

war crimes in die former Yugoslavia faced criminal respon¬ 

sibility. The warning had no apparent effect. Why should it? 

There had been no international prosecutions since 

N lire m berg, and combatants hardly feared dreir own courts. 

As die war dragged on, die Security Council gradually 

escalated its warning. By October 1992 it reached die point 

of establishing a war crimes investigating commission, com¬ 

posed of five international law experts. Still, its message was 

not credible. The combatants perceived council resolutions 

as cheap threats, made by an international community 

unwilling to risk military intervention. And for most perma¬ 

nent members of die council, the threats of prosecution 

were indeed littie more than chips, to be bargained away at 

die right moment in peace negotiations. 

flence the shock of Eagleburgers outburst in November 

1992. His passionate breach of protocol suggested tiiat for 

some, at least, talk of war crimes prosecutions might be seri¬ 

ous. As peace tails bogged down and ethnic cleansing con¬ 

tinued, by early 1993 the Security Council eitiier had to call 

its own bluff, or create an international criminal tribunal. 

It chose the latter. In May 1993, it formally established 

the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 

Yugoslavia. The tribunal would have jurisdiction over grave 

breaches of tire Geneva Conventions, war crimes, crimes 

against humanity and genocide committed in the former 

Yugoslavia since 1991. Still there remained time to avert 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAY 
BY MARGARET CHURCHILL BIND A 

South Africa’s attempt to bring closure to those 

who have suffered under four painful decades of 

apartheid is proving to be an exercise in national 

healing. A new constitution, a constitutional court, a 

commission on truth and reconciliation, a robust oppo¬ 

sition in Parliament — it sounds like democracy. 

The balm helping most to heal apartheids deep 

wounds has been the ambitious Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, the largest, most expen¬ 

sive and most powerful “truth commission” ever 

devised, which began deliberations in May. Headed by 

retired Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the 17-member 

group of private citizens considers who will be given 

amnesty for crimes committed under apartheid. 

Probably only in a country led by a non-vengeful pres¬ 

ident like Nelson Mandela could such a group succeed. 

The commission has three committees: one to consid¬ 

er political crimes, one to consider human rights crimes 

and a tliird to consider reparations. 

Believers in truth commissions, which emerged in 

1983 in Argentina and in 1990 in Chile, are gambling 

on truth — rather than justice, at least in the conven¬ 

tional sense of trial, conviction and jail. Advocates say 

telling the truth is at least half of justice, and truth com¬ 

missions are quicker and less expensive — and, in the 

end, offer more catharsis for victims — than do tri¬ 

bunals such as those in The Hague. 

The commission is considering amnesty for those 

who admit committing “political” crimes on either side 

of the apartheid line, provided applicants make full dis¬ 

closure and can prove their crimes were “political.” So 

far, more than 2,000 people have applied for amnesty 

Margaret Churchill Bincla retired from the Voice of 

America in 1993, where she specialized in broadcast¬ 

ing to Africa. Earlier, she was a linguist for French at 

the Foreign Service Institute. She has made many trips 

to South Africa, most recently in June under the aus¬ 

pices of the Citizen Ambassadors’ Program, where she 

met with researchers for the commission. 

from political crimes, though only a handful have been 

granted amnesty due to the heavy case load. 

Applications are due by Dec. 15, but Parliament may 

vote to extend that deadline. 

Probably the most difficult task for the commission 

is determining whether a specific crime was “political.” 

If, for example, someone broke into another's files for 

information to be used politically, is that a political act 

or a criminal act? If that person were shot during the 

break-in and returned fire in self-defense, committing 

murder, is it still a political act? Its a fine line. 

The task of the Human Rights Committee, whose 

focus is on healing — not justice per se — is quite dif¬ 

ferent. The thousands who have been tortured or who 

faced solitary confinement or whose family members 

were murdered, tortured or jailed are being urged to 

tell their tales in court. The committee, in trying to 

mimic the authentic atmosphere of a courtroom, is 

allowing the use of judges, lawyers and witnesses. 

Prosecutors believe victims' psychic wounds heal more 

quickly if they tell their stories publicly. 

The tliird arm of the commission, the Reparations 

Committee, considers payment for victims of 

apartheid. If deemed appropriate, government funds 

will be given to a school or hospital in the victims com¬ 

munity. Individuals seeking monetary damages can tap 

a special presidential fund. 

The commissions work is not an attempt to replace 

tlie need for criminal trials for those accused of major 

crimes under apartheid. For example, former police 

colonel Eugene de Koek was convicted of murder in 

August for his role in running police hit squads. He has 

belatedly applied for amnesty to the commission, say¬ 

ing he was only following his superiors’ orders. 

The goal of the commission — to obtain widespread 

admission of guilt on both sides of the apartheid line — 

is also aimed at obtaining exoneration wherever possi¬ 

ble. And after so many years of hate in South Africa, 

replacing revenge with forgiveness might ease tire pain 

of apartheids legacy. ■ 
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real prosecutions. Judges had to be elected, and the court 

needed to adopt rules and secure courtrooms and jail cells 

in The Hague. And critically, not until July 1994 — 15 

months later — did tire Security Council agree on a serious 

prosecutor, Judge Richard Goldstone of South Africa. So 

the court, too, could be seen as one more bargaining chip. 

Yet peace remained elusive. Not until November 1995 

were the Dayton Peace Accords signed. By then, prosecu¬ 

tions were too far along, and the United States, in particu¬ 

lar; too committed, to stop. Goldstone had already indict¬ 

ed top Bosnian and Croatian Serb leaders, and President 

Clinton had declared himself against amnesty. As of this 

writing, the tribunal has indicted 74 people, but only seven 

are in custody. The first trial, of a low-ranking Bosnian Serb 

detention camp thug named Dusko Tadic, began in May. 

The last of some 120 witnesses testified early last month. 

The second trial, of Bosnian Croat Gen. Tihomir Blaskic, 

accused of the massacre of some 100 Muslim civilians, is 

set to begin next month. Meanwhile, as tire Yugoslavia court was coming 

together, tire world was shaken by another 

reminder of tire Holocaust. On a scale outstrip¬ 

ping even Yugoslavia, genocide exploded in Central Africa. 

In a few weeks in tire spring of 1994, Rwanda’s Hutu 

majority hacked to death half a million of their Tutsi neigh¬ 

bors. Concerned that events might again force its hand, the 

Security Council bought time by creating another investi¬ 

gating commission. By late 1994, however, investigators 

reported that Rwanda’s decimated courts could not credi¬ 

bly prosecute those responsible. 

In November 1994 tire Security Council established tire 

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, for cases of war 

crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide occurring in 

Rwanda or by Rwandans in neighboring countries during 

1994. It would have its own trial judges and deputy prose¬ 

cutors, but would share the Yugoslavia tribunals appellate 

judges and chief prosecutor. As of this whiting, tire Rwanda 

Tribunal has indicted 21 people, 14 of whom are in custody. 

The first of two trials was postponed until February. 

The two tribunals have in common several advantages 

over Nuremberg. First, they cannot be accused of “victor’s 

justice.” The criterion for prosecution is not who lost the 

war, but who committed tire war crimes. However, this 

“asset” is also tire tribunals’ chief liability: Not having taken 

tire losers prisoner, it’s unclear whether tire tribunals will get 

custody of their chief suspects. To date most of those indict¬ 

ed have declared to surrender, and neither tire United 

Nations nor NATO has been willing to hunt them down. 

Second, the new courts are far less vnlnerable than was 

Nuremberg to charges of ex-post facto justice. They have the 

benefit not only of the Nuremberg Charter and judgment, 

but also of the 1948 Genocide Convention, tire 1949 Geneva 

Convention, the 1977 Protocols, various World Court rulings 

and other developments. 

Finally, tire new courts were created by the Security 

Council, exercising its power under Chapter VII of the 

U.N. Charter to act against threats to international peace 

and security. The council therefore can and has instructed 

all U.N. member states to cooperate with tire new courts. 

They are thus in the enviable position of being owed air 

almost universal legal duty of cooperation. In short, tire ad 

hoc courts hold out tire promise of historic advances over 

Nuremberg. Whether their promise is realized will 

depend largely on whether the Security Council, NATO, 

the White House and other governments muster tire polit¬ 

ical will to help them capture their suspects. 

Still, there remains a critical difference between the ad 

hoc courts and tire proposed permanent international 

criminal tribunal. The ad hoc courts’ jurisdiction was care¬ 

fully limited in time and place: dre former Yugoslavia after 

1991, Rwanda and environs in 1994. As a result, the 

United States had nothing to lose by pushing, as it did, for 

strong and effective courts. A permanent court presents a 

different calculus for dre United States and most odrer gov¬ 

ernments. It would aspire to be a world criminal court, to 

prosecute crimes of greatest international concern, wherev¬ 

er committed. Some proposals envision a court not only for 

war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes against 

peace — dre crimes prosecuted at Nuremberg — and 

genocide, but also for international drug traffic and tenor- 

ism and a host of odrer treaty offenses. 

In evaluating such a court, drerefore, U.S. officials must 

consider American interests not only as future prosecutors, 

but also as potential defendants. Despite U.S. officials’ dis¬ 

dain, President Clinton announced his support for a per¬ 

manent international criminal court at an October 1995 

commemoration of dre 50di anniversary of Nuremberg. To 

be sure, some proposals for a permanent court have been 

too expansive. U.S. lawyers are on solid ground, for exam¬ 

ple, in opposing a court for drug and terrorism cases. Many 

such cases could trivialize what should be a court reserved 
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for the highest of international crimes. They could also land 

the United States on die horns of a dilemma: Either dis¬ 

close highly sensitive information such as informant identi¬ 

ties to an international tribunal — or risk having a case dis¬ 

missed. Washington’s lawyers also reasonably argue that, in 

view of the role die U.N. Charter assigns to die Security 

Council to keep the peace, it would be problematic to send 

cases of crimes against peace — wars of aggression — to 

die court. Perhaps die council should decide when and if to 

refer such cases for prosecution. 

At some point, however, die courts role can be so 

reduced and its operation so hamstrung that it cannot 

achieve what should be its fundamental purpose: ensuring 

that the next time a Holocaust, a Cambodia, a Srebrenica, 

a Rwanda or a Burundi emerges, tiiere will be a court 

before which the perpetrators can and will be credibly, 

impartially and effectively prosecuted. 

If the arguments against an international criminal tri¬ 

bunal are flawed, how strong are die arguments in favor? 

Much of die public debate has been in the abstract. 

Advocates argue mainly that a court would deter future 

crimes; that it would render justice to victims now denied; 

diat it would promote peace and reconciliation across 

national, ethnic and religious lines by substituting individual 

for collective guilt; and tiiat it would reflect a moral imper¬ 

ative and promote universal respect for the rule of law. 

These arguments may be overstated. Some victims will 

gain justice, but only in the relatively few cases actually 

brought and won before a court. Reconciliation may be pro¬ 

moted if justice is seen to be done, but that may not happen 

if news is distorted by a controlled, nationalist press. Success 

bv the court would promote respect for rule of law, but its 

failure — for example, to capture suspects — may promote 

cynicism instead. Perhaps the single most important factor 

is deterrence, because it potentially affects nearly all cases, 

and does not require certainty of prosecution; uncertainty 

itself can be a deterrent. This is perhaps tire most com¬ 

pelling reason for an international criminal court: to 

strengthen the hand of those who work to mitigate tire hor¬ 

rors of war, genocide and other crimes against humanity. ■ 

WE SPEAK THE INTERNAHONAL 
LANGUAGE OF LUXURY. 

If you want to stay in Washington, D.C. in style, 

talk to the long-term-stay hotel that speaks your 

language ...The George Washington University 

Inn. Located close to Embassy Row, 

The Kennedy Center, most government agencies, the 

Metro and more, The George Washington University 

Inn is a luxurious and affordable home away from 

home. Each newly remodeled, spacious suite features 

a fully equipped kitchenette, remote control TV, plus 

a host of complimentary amenities such as continental 

breakfast, daily newspaper delivery and amm. 
shoeshine service. For more information, call ifetEL 

(202) 337-6620 today. You’ll like what you hear. GCOTfjC WflsJufltjtOfl 

University im 
824 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037 

1-800-426-4455 (202) 337-6620 Fax (202) 298-7499 

* Rates based on season and availability.  
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LOOKING BACK 

NUREMBERG WAR TRIAL 

SET WORLD STANDARDS 

FOR TRYING CRIMINALS 

By Ellen Rafshoon 

s the mother of all war crimes trials, the Nuremberg War 
Crimes Tribunal retains its singular place in history. A half-century ago, the world received its first recounting of the 

unprecedented brutality of the Nazi regime. Facts — mind-boggling figures about mass deaths and deportations — were 

revealed not only to the judges but to an international public eager to condemn the perpetrators. And through tire trial, 

the evil unleashed by tire Nazis became linked to actual people, now being held responsible for their actions. 

But Nuremberg’s legacy primarily resonates as a profound experiment in world justice. For tire first and only time in 

history, tire proponents of a war were prosecuted, convicted and put to death by air international judicial body. Leaders of 
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Congress Will Stress Budget 
By Ken Nakamura 
Director, Congressional Relations 

Ohe first thing that is clear from 
the results of the elections is 

that both President Clinton and the 
Republican Congress will make a bal¬ 
anced budget a priority in the coming 
years. 

While the budget did not play as dra¬ 
matic a role this year as it did in the 
1 994 elections, it still loomed large in 
the background because everyone 
agreed on the principle of a balanced 
budget. What debate there was centered 
on how to best achieve that shared goal. 
For example, Sen. Robert J. Dole was 
forced repeatedly to defend his proposi¬ 
tion that a 1 5% tax cut would not "blow 
a hole in the deficit." 

Given this, we can expect to have to 
continually fight for enough funds for for¬ 
eign affairs. Unless we can argue con¬ 

vincingly that further budget cuts are 
damaging to our American national inter¬ 
ests, we can expect more of them. 

Second, the elections underscored 
the notion that the American people are 
not really thinking about U.S. leadership 
abroad. The campaigns did not engage 
in a major debate over foreign policy 
and candidates' reticence was a reflec¬ 
tion of public attitudes toward world 
affairs. For example, information from 
voter focus groups indicates that they 
were interested in foreign affairs only 
when they perceived there was an inter¬ 
national crisis, such as Bosnia. Even 
then, they said that what President 
Clinton did in Bosnia mattered because 
he showed he had "backbone." His 
actions gave him stature. Once this ques¬ 
tion was settled in voters' minds, foreign 
affairs reverted to low priority status. 

Finally, during the televised debates 
in the last stages of the campaign, for- 

Continued on page 5 

• AFSA Dateline • 

• AFSA scholarships of up to $2,500 
for undergraduate study are available to 
Foreign Service children who are claimed 
as dependents on their parents' tax 
returns. AFSA also awards merit-based 
scholarships to high school seniors. 
Deadline for applications is Feb. 1 5. For 
further information, contact Lori Dec, AFSA 
Scholarship Administrator, at (202) 944- 
5504 or e-mail, scholar@afsa.org. 

• Foreign Service Day 1997 is 
Friday May 9 instead of the traditional 

first Friday of May. The date has been 
moved to coincide with Public Service 
Recognition Week, an annual program 
organized in May by the Public 
Employees Roundtable and the 
President's Council for Management 
Improvement. Events during the week of 
May 5 at the Department of State will 
recognize the contributions of active 
and retired Foreign and Civil Service 
employees, their families and Foreign 
Service National employees. 

Continued on page 4 
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=STATE DEPARTMENT = 

V.P. VOICE 
•BY A L P H o F. LA PORTA* 

Needed: Family Friendly Work 
Three recent events may combine 

to give State Department 
employees a brighter future in 

terms of their conditions of work and 
how they are viewed by the 
Department leadership. 

First, National 
Performance Review 
("Reinventing 
Government") goals for 
the second Clinton 
Administration include a 
pledge to "do better" by 
the federal work force. 

Second, State has 
appointed Dr. Cedric 
Dumont as the new 
Medical Director. Dr. 
Dumont, who comes from a Foreign 
Service family, shares the same con¬ 
cerns about the adequacy of the 
Foreign Service medical program 
as most of us. 

Third, a recent report to the 
White House on family friendly ini¬ 
tiatives at State offers us an opportu¬ 
nity to crystallize a diverse agenda. 

State's work force knows all too 

well about the road paved with 
good intentions. We heard rhetoric 
from the political leadership about 
the "quality of life" during the 
defunct Strategic Management 
Initiative (SMI). The Director- 
General, we know, shares AFSA's 
hopes for more humane and for¬ 
ward-looking personnel policies and 
programs. But, simply stated, the 
bureaucracy is not responsive and is 
not well-organized to pursue innova¬ 
tion which would enable Foreign 
Service members and families to 
enhance their contributions to public 
service. 

AFSA looks forward, neverthe¬ 
less, to some progress. We submit¬ 
ted our own family and employee 
friendly agenda in connection with 
the report to the President, required 
by a White House directive issued in 

"State's work 

force knows 

...about the road 

paved with 

good 

intentions." 

September. Our suggestions 
include: 

- Enlightened leave and employ¬ 
ment policies for pregnant employ¬ 
ees who, under current travel rules, 

are required to use extra¬ 
ordinary amounts of leave 
and who lose income 
when they return to the 
U.S. to give birth. 

- Easing post trans¬ 
fer regulations for 
employed family members 
and pressing ahead with a 
long-delayed policy study 
to harmonize selection cri¬ 
teria, conditions of service, 
benefits, training and 

advancement. 
- Adopting flex-tour policies for 

Foreign Service personnel to allow 
them to shift between full and part- 
time employment, to sit out a tour of 
duty for family reasons and to main¬ 
tain eligibility for occasional 
employment. 

- Interpreting housing regulations 
in a family friendly way. 

- Quickly establishing a day care 
center at NFATC. 

- Reviewing tandem assignment 
policies to ensure that we are maxi¬ 
mizing both officers' employment 
potential and satisfaction. 

On the medical side, we look to Dr. 
Dumont to emphasize quality of care, 
preventive medicine, environmental 
health, and (with the central personnel 
system) to administer caring and realis¬ 
tic policies for disabled employees and 
family members. The credibility of the 
medical program must be restored 
after several years of aping HMO 
practices without regard to the unique 
needs of the Foreign Service. 

AFSA calls upon the Director- 
General and the new Department 
leadership to put words into action to 
deliver true family and employee 
friendly programs. 

AFSA AWARDS 

RECOGNIZE EXCELLENCE 

Has one of your colleagues done some¬ 
thing exceptional for the Foreign Service? 
Nominate him or her for an AFSA award. 

Awards for constructive dissent are 
given to senior, mid-level and junior 
Foreign Service officers. Awards for exem¬ 
plary performance and professional con¬ 
tributions are given to a foreign service 
secretary "who has made an extraordi¬ 
nary contribution to effectiveness, profes¬ 
sionalism and morale," to a community 
liaison officer "who has demonstrated out¬ 
standing dedication, energy and imagina¬ 
tion in assisting the families of Americans 
serving at an overseas post" and to a 
Foreign Service family member for out¬ 
standing volunteer work. 

Awards come with $2,500 checks. 
Deadline for nominations is January 31. For 
further information, see the November 
AFSA News, or contact AFSA's 
Coordinator for Professional Issues, Richard 
Thompson, 2101 E Street, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20037, (202) 338- 
4045; fax, (202) 338-6820; e-mail, 
prof@afsa.org. 

220- T 
EXPORT PRODUCTS 

Free I.AudioVisual Products Catalog 
((.Computer & Suppplies Catalog, & 

IIL Appliances Catalog for EXO 

Audio-Visual Products, Computers 
Bilingual keyboards,Printers,Copiers 
Small S. Major Appliances, Electronics 

Multisystem TV/VCR, Fax, Water Distillers 
Transformers,UPS,Plugs, Supplies,ETC. 

EMBASSY 
6810 Seminary Rd,Falls Church, Va.22041 

«(703) 379-6100 
(Washington D.C.Area, 10 minutes from FSI) 

Fax:(703) 820-9385 
Internet: embassy @embassy-usa. com 
■■■CompuServe: 71023,151 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR 
WR!TICALL,FA10R E MAIL VOUR ORDER 

Credit-Card/Purchase Orders Welcome 
WE PACK & FREIGHT AP0/FP0/ WORLDWIDE 
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INSIDE A 
U.S. EMBASSY 
How the Foreign Service 

Works for America 

A PRIMER ON AMERICAN 

DIPLOMACY 

To order, send $5 to “Inside a 
U. S. Embassy,” cjo Leslie 
Lehman, Communications 

Coordinator, AFSA 2101 E St., 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20037 

Please make checks 
payable to AFSA 

Special rates for bulk orders. 

Still interested in 
politics after the 

elections2 

Good. 

All would-be politicians who are 
AFSA members should be thinking 
about running for an AFSA office in 
1 997 or encouraging others to 
become candidates. 

The formal call for nomina¬ 
tions will appear in the February 
AFSA News. Deadline for nomina¬ 
tions is March 7. Ballots will be 
mailed in mid-May. The newly 
elected AFSA Governing Board 
will take office July 15. 

Only AFSA members 

can nominate candidates 

or run for office. 

=U S A I P = 

V.P. VOICE 
• BY FRANK MILLER • 

RIFS Still Causing Chaos at USAID 
This column is the final 

update on the USAID RIF. 
The Career Transition 

Program (CTAP), designed 
by a team from USAID's 
Human Resources office 
and implemented by Lucy 
Sotar of the Training Office, 
was the only ray of sunshine 
during the last few months. 
A majority of employees 
who lost their jobs in the RIF 
found new employment by 
the end of September. 
However, approximately 
1 2 to 15 Foreign Service 
and perhaps twice that number of 
Civil Service employees still need 
jobs. 

Foreign Service Reemployment 

Priority List (FSRPL). At the end of 
September, AFSA and USAID success¬ 
fully completed negotiations establish¬ 
ing a FSRPL program which will pro¬ 
vide departing employees with the 
documentation they need to submit 
applications to USAID for placement 
on priority reemployment lists. In addi¬ 
tion, the FSRPL may be used to fill 
Foreign Service vacancies not filled by 
the open assignment system. FSRPL 
applicants, who will remain on the list 
for two years, specify under which skill 
code(s) they wish to be considered for 
re-employment and whether they will 
accept regular or limited appointments. 
USAID reviews applications to deter¬ 
mine whether applicants are qualified 
in the skill codes they have selected. 

Snafu at the State Retirement 

Office. Approximately 20 employees 
who were RlFed with the rank of FS- 
01 and above and who were cov¬ 
ered under the new retirement system 
were met with perhaps the second 
largest shock of their careers when 
they were informed by the State retire¬ 
ment office that they were not eligible 
for an immediate, full annuity if they 
were not 50 years old and had not 

had 20 years of government service. 
The RIF letter they received last July 

told them that they would 
be eligible for full retire¬ 
ment benefits without meet¬ 
ing those criteria. 

It seems that the drafters 
of the Foreign Service Act 
of 1 980, which created 
the new retirement system, 
neglected to cross-refer¬ 
ence specific sections of the 
old retirement system which 
state that FS-01 s and 
above who are involuntari¬ 
ly separated are eligible 

for an immediate, full annuity after five 
or more years in the Foreign Service. 
At AFSA's urging, a joint USAID/State 
working group provided the necessary 
legal and administrative backup so 
that RIFed employees in this group 
received immediate payment of their 
annuities. 

Another glitch occurred over bene¬ 
fits available to RIFed employees with 
the rank of FS-02 and below covered 
by the new retirement system. The joint 
working group concluded that employ¬ 
ees in this group who do not meet the 
age and length-of-service requirements 
for a full, immediate annuity can either 
get a deferred annuity at age 62 (with¬ 
out health benefits) or receive an 
immediate, but reduced annuity if they 
have at least 10 years of creditable 
service, are at least 55 years of age 
and retire between 1987 and 2002. 

Buy Out and Welcome Back. 

After Congress authorized buyouts in 
late August, AFSA and AFGE negoti¬ 
ated a plan with USAID which 
allowed both Foreign Service and 
Civil Service employees to take buy¬ 
outs of up to $25,000 in order to 
alleviate the impact of the RIF. As a 
result, six Foreign Service and 15 Civil 
Service employees who had already 
been notified they were being RIFed, 
kept their jobs. 

"The Career 

Transition 

Program 

was the 

only 

ray of sunshine." 
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=RETIREE = 

V.P. VOICE 
•BY ED ROWELL* 

Elderhostel Builds FS Constituency 
Raising public interest in the 

Foreign Service is a top AFSA pri¬ 
ority. I trust that you have 

already written your new representa¬ 
tive in Congress with your 
concerns about the Foreign 
Service and foreign affairs 
funding. 

Helping retirees is anoth¬ 
er top priority. When it 
offers them fun, too, all the 
better. So here's a present 
for your holiday stocking. 

AFSA members in the 
Washington, D.C. area 
have created an opportuni¬ 
ty to have fun while boost¬ 
ing the Foreign Service through an 
organization called Elderhostel, a 
non-profit, low- cost continuing educa¬ 
tion program designed for people 
over 55 years of age. The idea 
came from alumna Petey Mullin, who 
was familiar with Elderhostel's sup¬ 
port of short-term academic programs 
hosted by educational institutions in 
the United States, Canada and 45 
foreign countries. Last year a quarter 
of a million people enrolled in 
Elderhostel courses. 

A one-week Eldershostel course on 
the Foreign Service was offered in 
Arlington, Va. last April, with impor¬ 
tant support from DACOR and facili¬ 
ties provided by Mary Washington 
College. AFSA Retiree Representative 
Bill DePree chaired an ad hoc commit¬ 
tee of retirees who developed the cur¬ 
riculum. Faculty came from both active 
and retired Foreign Service ranks and 
the AAFSW for the first program. 

The April course was followed by 
three more. Each one sold out early, 
and there is already a waiting list of 
more than 200 people for next 
spring's course. The classes attracted 
retired doctors, lawyers, teachers and 
engineers from all over the United 
States, all of whom wanted to learn 

more about our profession. The cur¬ 
riculum gave them far more than they 
expected, not just expert presentations 
on subjects such as consular work, 

bilateral issues and the 
World Trade Organization, 
but also discussions on the 
structure and operation of 
the Foreign Service and the 
flavor of representing 
America abroad. 

The course earned rave 
reviews from the students, 
many of whom offered to 
promote understanding of 
the Foreign Service back 
home. Ftere are some sam¬ 

ple comments from participants: "We 
view the world through different eyes 
now...Your speakers made us 
think....The best Elderhostel course we 
have attended out of dozens (from a 
couple who had been to over 1 00 
Elderhostel courses)....The high caliber 
of speakers, interesting trips to State 
and FSI and an elegant lunch at 
DACOR House were exceptional.... 
the work of the Foreign Service should 
receive more recognition and federal 
funds." 

The faculty had as much fun as the 
students, and AFSA wants to expand 
the program nationwide. Alumni are 
already putting together similar courses 
in San Diego and Sarasota; we need 
more offerings in the Washington, D.C. 
area. Colleagues who teach in 
Elderhostel programs in other parts of 
the country may also find opportunities 
for Foreign Service courses. The 
Elderhostel catalogue reaches 1 3 mil¬ 
lion people, so our potential is limited 
only by our ability to organize and 
provide professors. If you would like to 
get involved, contact Ward Thompson 
or Bill DePree at AFSA. Ideas and vol¬ 
unteers are welcome! Have a happy 
holiday and great New Year! 

"The students... 

offered to 

promote 

understanding of 

the Foreign 

Service." 

DATELINE 
Continued from page 1 

• Attention FS employees domiciled 
in Alaska: Though FS employees from 
Alaska are not currently eligible for the 
Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend, AFSA 
would like to push the Alaska legislature 
to include them. Currently Peace Corps 
volunteers and military spouses receive 
the allowance, which can mean several 
thousand dollars, though they are not 
permanent residents of the state. The first 
step to so identify how many FS employ¬ 
ees have an Alaska domicile. If you are 
interested, please contact Mark Wenig, 
CAO in Addis Ababa at e-mail, USIS- 
Addis-Ababa@padis.gn.apc.org. 

• The Public Employees 
Roundtable, of which AFSA is a mem¬ 
ber, has established the Public Service 
Excellence Award for achievement in 
international affairs, to be awarded to 
an organizational unit of two or more 
employees. For further information, 
contact AFSA's Coordinator for 
Professional Issues, Richard Thompson, 
at (202) 338-4045, Ext. 521; e-mail, 
prof@afsa.org. 

• Several scholarships to the 
Hotchkiss School and Yale University 
are available to children of Foreign 
Service officers through the DACOR 
Bacon House Foundation and a bequest 
from the late Ambassador Louis G. 
Dreyfus, Jr. Last year, DACOR award¬ 
ed $45,000 in scholarships to six stu¬ 
dents at Yale University. For further infor¬ 
mation, contact William C. Hamilton of 
the Foundation's Education Committee 
at (202) 682-0500 or (800) 344- 
9127; fax, (202) 842-3295. 

• Since AFSA inaugurated its Web 
Page in July, interest in the organization 
has grown steadily. Currently, more 
than 800 internet users access the page 
each month, an average of 14 users 
per hour. As a result, AFSA has 
received more than 60 additional 
requests for information each month, 
ranging from requests for Foreign 
Service Journal subscriptions to ques¬ 
tions about Diplomats On-line and mem¬ 
bership inquiries. AFSA's Web 
Page address is www.afsa.org. 
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Lobby Now to Save Future Foreign Affairs Budgets 
Continued from page 1 

eign affairs received short shrift. Only 
one foreign affairs question - about the 
trade imbalance between the United 
States and Japan - was asked, and that 
resulted from the moderator prodding 
the audience to ask a foreign affairs 
question. 

Third, the House of Representatives 
in the 105th Congress will be more 
moderate than the Senate. This is the 
reverse of the situation in the 1 04th 
Congress, when the Senate was per¬ 
ceived as a moderating influence on 
legislation passed by the House. 

These results reinforce the legisla¬ 
tive section of the Action! campaign. 
Fortunately, many AFSA members have 
already volunteered to contact their 
senators and representatives, but we 
need more volunteers to do so between 
now and January 1 997, when the 
105th Congress convenes. 

Legislators must know that they 
have constituents who care about the 
United States' role in international 

MCG 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

Former State Department Employee 
Stationed Overseas Understands Unique 
Financial Situation of Foreign Service 

Services Include: 
Retirement Planning 
The Preparation and Strategies 
Analysis: Insurance and Investments 
Lump Sum Retirement Options 

MARY CORNELLA GINN 
4550 Montgomery Avenue, Suite 442N 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
Phone: (301) 961-8500 
Fax: (703) 938-2278 

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH NATHAN & LEWIS SECURITIES, INC., 

MEMBER NASD & SIPC 

D & M AUTO PARTS 
144 JACKSON AVENUE 

SYOSSET, NY 11791 USA 

THE PARTS PROFESSIONALS 
■ Serving the Diplomatic community 

since 1972 
■ Identifying the correct parts and supplying 

them when you need them is something 

best left to a professional 

■ D & M is a family owned business solely 

committed to the parts business and dedi¬ 

cated to providing the service you deserve 

■ We accept all Government PO’s as well as 

personal orders and pay special attention 

to those urgently needed items. 

■ We are here to help so don’t hesitate 

to ask!! 

Contact: Gary Vlahov 
Phone 516-921-6662 Fax 921-8760 

Internet: dmauto@ibm.net 

©[ 
QEttCRAl MOTORS CORPORATI Visa Mastercard American Express 

1NAPA1 

affairs, and that this attention does not 
switch on and off depending upon 
whether there is a crisis or not. 

They must know that there are peo¬ 
ple who understand that U.S. engage¬ 
ment in the world is in our vital national 
interest, that it has important ramifica¬ 
tions in our lives and, most important, 
that elected officials will be held just as 
accountable on these issues as on 
domestic issues. 

It is also important to point out 
again and again that U.S. leadership in 
the world cannot be achieved on the 
cheap. We have cut the international 
affairs budget by 50% over the past 
decade, and if we continue to reduce 
foreign affairs spending - as both the 
White House and the Republicans in the 
Congress propose - we are impairing 
our diplomatic readiness. Just as it is 
better to pay small amounts to add oil 
to a car than to have to pay for a com¬ 
plete engine overhaul, it is better to 
fund foreign affairs adequately now 

than to provide large infusions of cash 
during a crisis. 

Again, this is where the Action! cam¬ 
paign can be helpful. If these messages 
are to reach elected representatives, it's 
best that they come from voters in their 
home districts. Legislators are more likely 
to respond to the voters who can return 
them to office or choose to send them 
packing. Refer to the Congressional 
Action card in the Action! campaign 
packet for talking points and suggestions 
on how to contact legislators. AFSA's 
Congressional relations office will have 
additional material, including prepared 
packets AFSA members can take with 
them to their senators' or representatives' 
offices, available shortly. 

Ultimately, the lobbying efforts of 
AFSA members could make the differ¬ 
ence between adequate and inade¬ 
quate foreign affairs funding. But this 
will not happen if AFSA does not re-dou¬ 
ble its efforts. The time between now 
and January is crucial. 
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LETTERS 

To the Editor: 
I would like to correct the misperceptions 

regarding allowances in Jess Baily's recent 
column (AFSA News October). He incor¬ 
rectly stated that "our benefits and 
allowances are inviting targets for budget 
cutters" and cited one case of an employee 
whose hardship differential decreased from 
20% to 10%. 

Neither I nor any other State 
Department manager has directed the 
Office of Allowances to reduce allowances 
in order to save money. The Office deter¬ 
mines allowance rates without interference 
from other offices - either in the State 
Department or at other agencies. 

While many differential levels have 
dropped in the last two years, others have 
increased. Management can not guarantee 
that an allowance will remain unchanged 
during the course of an assignment and 
employees should not infer that such a guar¬ 
antee exists. By law, allowance rates are 
based on current conditions, rather than 
those reported several years ago. We must 

implement changes when they occur. Thus, 
one can benefit from increases mid-tour, and 
could possibly experience a decrease. 

The Office of Allowances always pro¬ 
vides information on the reason for 
allowance revisions in the cable announcing 
the change. If there are any specific ques¬ 
tions, every effort will be made to provide a 
full and prompt response. 

I encourage my colleagues overseas to 
become more involved in the allowance 
process.... The Office of Allowances 
depends on the information it receives. 

I would also like to add that housing 
space allowances have not been reduced 
since the new system was instituted in 1991. 
In fact, the space levels for singles have 
actually increased. 

Patrick F. Kennedy 
Acting Under Secretary 
of State for Management 

Jess Baity responds: 
AFSA welcomes Acting Under 

Secretary Kennedy's assurances that he 
has never ordered the Office of 

Allowances to reduce a post's differential 
in order to save money. But Foreign 
Service professionals believe their benefits 
are targets for good reason. In 1994, an 
audit by State's Inspector General sparked 
a reform of the post differential system that 
reduced differentials at 67 percent of hard¬ 
ship posts. In January, 1995 Under 
Secretary Richard Moose explained that 
saving money was an important factor in 
his decision, both to respond to the 
Inspector's findings and to fend off critics in 
the Congress. In USIA, saving up to $1 
million per year was a prime motivator for 
its reform of the language incentive pay 
program. Implying that agency manage¬ 
ment, the inspectors or Congress do not 
consider the budgetary implications of such 
reforms does not reflect reality. Money 
talks. 

Foreign Service professionals see their 
overseas benefits declining without distin¬ 
guishing between incentives, differentials 
and COLAs. My column did not ascribe 
blame for these reductions, but rather pro¬ 
vided colleagues with a framework on 
how to view this decline. 

While living abroad certainly has its rewards, it also has its chal¬ 

lenges. When you are a member of State Department Federal 

Credit Union, one of the challenges you won’t face is con¬ 

ducting your financial affairs from overseas. We make it easy 

for you. 

Contact us today for your free “Overseas Service 

Guide” or “Member Service Guide.” If you’re calling from 

overseas, please let our staff know and you’ll receive priority 

service. If you’re an embassy or consulate employee, you can 

cable the credit union. 

Our financial services can make a world of difference to you 

and your family. 

State Department 
Federal Credit Union 
A tradition of servicefor over Ml years. 

1630 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-706-5000 800-296-8882 
703-684-1613 (fax) 
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Classifieds 
PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 
A GREAT PROPERTY MAN¬ 

AGER! PEAKE MANAGEMENT. 
Do you want to make sure you 
have a good property manager 
when you're overseas? Call 
Peake. 

We make it easy for you. 
With our active marketing pro¬ 
gram, excellent tenant screening, 
thorough property inspections, 
monthly statements, Internet com¬ 
munication, good judgement, 
specialization in property man- 

| agement, a friendly and experi- 
I enced staff (and more), we have 

no competition. 
Ask your friends about us. 

You're sure to find several that 
have worked with us. We'd love 
to work with you. 

Lindsey Peake or (Ms.) Scott Bell 
703-448-0212. FAX 703-448- 
9652. INTERNET: 75702.3176 
@compuserve.com 6842 Elm 
Street, #303, McLean, VA 22101. 

FAHEY & ASSOCIATES: 
Professional, residential, proper¬ 
ty management service for 
Northern Virginia properties. 
Expertise and personal attention 
to detail are the hallmarks of our 
established firm. References pro¬ 
vided. LINDSEY PEAKE, 6842 Elm 
Street, #303, McLean, VA 
22101 (703) 691-2006, Fax 
(703) 691-2009. 

J.P. PROPERTIES, LTD.: 
Complete professional dedication 
to the management of residential 
property in Northern Virginia. Our 
professionals will provide personal 
attention to your home, careful ten¬ 
ant screening, and video inspec¬ 
tions of your properly. We are 
equipped to handle all of your 
property management needs. We 

| work 7 days a week! Over 18 
years real estate experience and 
Foreign Service overseas living 
experience. JOANN PIEKNEY, 
301 Maple Ave. W., 4-C, Vienna, 
VA 22180. Tel. (703) 938-0909 
FAX (703) 281-9782 E-MAIL: 
jpiekney@aol.com 

MANOR SERVICES: Former 
federal law enforcement officer, 
offers BEST tenant screening. 
Frequent inspections. Mortgages 
paid. Repairs. Close PERSONAL 
attention. We're small, but VERY 
effective. FS and Mil. refs. Our rates 
are lower than anyone on this 
page. And our SERVICE is better, 
too. Compare-you'll see. We don't 
sell, we do "HANDS-ON" man¬ 

agement, only. TERSH NORTON 
Box 42429, Washington, DC 
20015 (202) 363-2990, Fax (202) 
363-4736; nortont@erols.com 

WASHINGTON MANAGE¬ 
MENT SERVICES: Residential prop¬ 
erty management is our only busi¬ 
ness. Call or write: 2015 Q St. 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20009. 
Tel. (202) 462-7212, E-mail: 
wmsdc@ix.netcom.com 

REAL ESTATE 

A BUYER'S MARKET. DO 
YOU WANT TO KNOW HOW 
MUCH HOUSE YOU CAN BUY... 
AND WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE 
LIVING THERE IN 30 DAYS? 
Northern Virginia has a variety of 
housing options offering easy 
access to public transportation, 
safe and secure neighborhoods 
and a good rental market for your 
home when you go overseas. 

Having provided exclusive 
representation as a buyer 
agent to Foreign Service person¬ 
nel over the past ten years, we 
can focus quickly and efficiently 
on your specific housing require¬ 
ments. Discover How Much You 
Can Buy With The Low Interest 
Rates... And How To Get It Now. 
Contact: MARILYN CANTRELL, CRS, 
GRI, Associate Broker at 
McEnearney Associates, 1320 
Old Chain Bridge Road, McLean, 
VA 22101. Tel (703) 790-9090. 
Fax (703) 734-9460. E-mail: 
mcemcln@erols.com. 

AUSTIN, TX: Lakeway homes 
and homesites outside of Austin on 
65-mile-long Lake Travis. Three 
18-hole golf courses, World of 
Tennis Center, 400-slip marina, 
4000 ft. airstrip. Contact ROY & 

Assoc. 1411 RR 620 South Austin, 
TX 78734. 1-800-513-4455. 

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 1, 
1996 House for rent, Takoma 
Park. 4 bedrooms, 1.5 bath, large 
backyard, central air, walk to 
Metro. $1800/ mo. Call Paul 
(301) 270-5848. 

ELEGANT APARTMENTS AT 
RIVER PLACE. Arlington, VA; 
Efficiencies one-, two- bedrooms, 
two blocks from metro, FSI. Bike or 
Metro to Pentagon. Superior fur¬ 
nishings, immediate phone and 
CATV, microwave, linens and 
many amenities. Site has spa, rates 
within your per diem. Call (301) 
279-0392 or fax SOJOURNER 

HOUSING at (301) 762-7692 for 
brochure or reservations. E-mail: 
sojourner@pops.erol.com. 

FLORIDA 
Former FSO Paul Byrnes, 
Prudential Florida Realty, 100 N. 
Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, FL 34236, 
can assist with property any¬ 
where in Florida. Call Paul toll 
free, 1-800-766-1610. 

COME ON DOWN. Join over 
150 Foreign Service retirees who 
enjoy the sun, sea, and tax base 
of Sarasota, FL all year, and the 
winter visitors whose property 
brings income in other months. 
Call Paul Byrnes toll free 1 -800- 
766-1610. 

NORTHWEST ISLAND 
J RETREAT: We found ideal proper- 
| ty on spectacular Orcas Island, 

WA. SO can you. Beaches and 
boating, mountain and forests, 
between Seattle and Vancouver. 
Sunny, mild climate. Contact for¬ 
mer FSO JAN ZEHNER, Coldwell 
Banker Orcas Associates, P.O. 
Box 127, Eastsound, WA 
98245. 800-552-7072, FAX 
(360) 376-5095. 

SUN CITY, AZ, Free info 

packets, 55 and over retirement 
community. Golf courses, rec. 
centers, properties from the 
$40s. Ask for JULIE WILSON 1- 
800-432-4595, Ext. 1776 KEN 

MEADE REALTY. 

SHORT TERM HOUSING 
offered by CORPORATE & EXEC¬ 
UTIVE TEMPORARY HOUSING 
INC. Your best resource for qual¬ 
ity, cost effective short term hous- 

I ing at hundreds of locations in 
D.C., Maryland, & Virginia. 
Flexible arrangements for night¬ 
ly, weekly or monthly stays. Near 
metros. Pet locations available. 1- 
800-933-8367 or Fax 1-703- 
271-8039. 

SHORT TERM RENTALS ROSS- 
j LYN,VA. AREA. New, Decorator 

furnished 1 -2 Bedroom Apts with 
great housewares & accessories. 
Local phone service, utilities, 
cable TV included. Individual 

washer/dryer, microwave. Two 
pools, fitness center, covered 
parking. Some pets. Located 
between the Rosslyn and 
Courthouse Metrorail stations. 
Call or fax to: Corporate & 
Executive Temporary Housing, 
Inc. 1-800-933-8367 or Fax 1- 
703-271-8039. 

PRESTIGIOUS 
POTOMAC RENTAL 

Private home. Built to enter¬ 
tain. Embassy, family neighbors. 
Two wooded acres. $4,300/mo. 
Partially furnished. Term nego¬ 
tiable. (301) 983-9063 Bill. 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS 

Foreign Service Associates 
can provide fully furnished 
apartments at River Place just 
5 minutes from the new 
NFATC facility and one block 
from SA-15. We have effi¬ 
ciencies, 1 bedrooms, and 
some 2 bedrooms, usually 
within your per diem. Apts, 
are fully furnished kitchens, 
cable TV, telephone, linens, 
and all utilities included. 
Write FOREIGN SERVICE 

ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 12855, 
Arlington, VA 22209 or call 
1-800-993-6997 or FAX 1- 
540-636-7606. Please send 
us your dates. 
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— Classifieds — 

ATTORNEY, FORMER FOR¬ 
EIGN SERVICE OFFICER: 
Extensive experience with tax 
problems peculiar to the Foreign 
Service. Available for consulta¬ 
tion, tax planning, and prepara¬ 
tion of returns. M. BRUCE 

HIRSHORN, BORING, PARROTT & 
PlLGER, Suite D, 307 Maple 

I Avenue, West, Vienna, VA 
22180. Tel. (703) 281-2161, 
Fax: (703) 281-9464. 

ATTORNEY, MASTER'S IN 
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preparing tax returns and advis¬ 
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tice to assist Foreign Service 
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ING SERVICES: Specialize in 
| Foreign Service and overseas con- 
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Nuremberg's legacy resonates as a profound experiment in world 

justice. For the only time in history, proponents of a war were 

prosecuted, convicted and executed by a judicial body. 

prior wars had eidrer been exiled, executed or tried for 

dieir transgressions in courts of dieir own nations. 

Aldrough die Allies considered such means of retribution 

— Josef Stalin, in fact, originally favored shooting diou- 

sands of Nazi war criminals and die British wanted sum¬ 

mary executions until swayed otherwise — by war’s end, 

they didn’t seem appropriate. Officials from the United 

States, which had emerged as the worlds most powerful 

nation, took die lead in pressing for a trial presided over 

by an international panel of jurors. The Americans 

believed tiiat the scope of die atrocities and depth of 

aggression unleashed by die Nazis cried out for a form of 

retribution diat would restore some semblance of civi¬ 

lization to a broken world. 

In the United States, idealism had been the dominant 

strain in foreign policy, and especially international law, 

and American leaders wanted to make die trial the first 

step in a post-war world governed by universal legal 

norms. By punishing the Nazis for waging an aggressive 

war that was illegal under international law, American 

officials hoped future leaders would tiiinlc twice before 

seeking to enhance their power through aggression. As 

Supreme Court Justice Robert Jackson, the chief prose¬ 

cutor at Nuremberg, told die court in his opening state¬ 

ment: “The wrongs which we seek to condemn and pun¬ 

ish have been so calculated, so malignant and so devas¬ 

tating, that civilization cannot tolerate their being 

ignored, because it cannot survive their being repeated.” 

It was in London on Aug. 8,1945, one day before die 

United States dropped the second atomic bomb on 

Nagasaki diat legal representatives of die four Allied 

powers — the United States, Great Britain, France and 

Russia — signed die charter creating the tribunal. In die 

Ellen Rafshoon, a Ph.D. candidate in diplomatic his¬ 

tory at Emory University, is writing a biography of 

diplomatic scholar and theorist Hans J. Morgenthau. 

She is a frequent contributor to the Journal. 

London Charter, they agreed to joindy prosecute the 

leaders of die Third Reich in an International Military- 

Tribunal where convictions would be decided by majori¬ 

ty vote of the judges. Hundreds of lesser Nazi officials 

were to be tried subsequently in Nuremberg, but not 

before an international body. Instead, diese trials would 

be presided over by American judges, since Nuremberg 

was in the American-occupied zone of Germany. 

The selection of Nuremberg was not without symbol¬ 

ic meaning. The picturesque Bavarian city had been cen¬ 

tral to Nazi politics and propaganda. In 1935, at die annu¬ 

al Nazi Party Congress, die Nazis promulgated the 

Nuremberg laws banishing Jews from German civil soci¬ 

ety. The town also provided die setting for numerous 

Nazi rallies attended by hundreds of diousands of 

Germans feverishly paying homage to Adolf Hider. The 

Third Reich’s leading filmmaker, Leni Riefenstahl, used 

those rallies as a colorful backdrop for her movies, some 

of which were shown at the Nuremberg trial. 

Allied bombing in April, 1945, wiped away most of 

Nuremberg’s quaint city center, and on Hitlers last 

birthday before committing suicide, American military 

officers held a victory parade diere. When a team of 

Allied lawyers arrived a month later to check whether 

the city might be a suitable site for the trial, cadavers 

were still buried beneath the rubble. Yet the 

Nuremberg Palace of Justice remained largely intact 

and could house the tribunal. The London Charter established die tribunals 

jurisdiction. Under die terms of the charter, die 

defendants could be tried as individuals or as 

members of organizations. Individuals could not escape 

prosecution on grounds diat diem high government rank 

entitled them to immunity, nor could diey claim diey 

were merely following a superior’s orders. 

The Allies could charge die Nazis with three types of 

offenses: for “crimes against peace,” for planning, prepar- 
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ing, initiating, or waging wars of aggression; for “war 

crimes,” such as murder, ill treatment and deportation of 

civilians, mistreatment of prisoners of war- and wanton 

destruction of cities; and for “crimes against humanity,” for 

atrocities committed against individuals on political, racial 

and religious grounds. No criteria were set for determining 

who would be prosecuted. In his recent work, The 

Anatomy of the Nuremberg Trials, Nuremberg prosecutor 

Telford Taylor recounts how lists were drawn up arbitrarily 

by various Allied representatives. Concerned that the trial 

would drag on too long, tire British came up with only 10 

defendants. American officials added six others who would 

represent the gamut of Nazi organizations and groups. 

Hitler was included on drat list because Iris April 30 deatir 

had not yet been confirmed. The Russians and dre French 

were eager to include several men whom diey had already 

captured. In dre end, tirey agreed to indict 24 Nazi leaders. 

The most notorious on dre final list was Reich Marshal 

Hermann Goering, Hitlers right-hand man and comman¬ 

der of dre Nazi Air Force. When Goering was first arrest¬ 

ed, he was so addicted to narcotics drat prosecutors doubt¬ 

ed Iris ability to stand trial. But, by dre time the proceed¬ 

ings began, he was sober and fully capable of defending 

himself. The list also included National Socialist Party 

leaders Rudolf Hess and Martin Bornrann; Joachim von 

Ribbentrop, Hitlers foreign minister; Field Marshal 

Wilhelm Keitel, head of Hitlers military; Ernst 

Kaltenbrunner, tire security chief who presided over the 

Final Solution; and Julius Streicher, editor of the anti- 

Senritic newspaper, Der Stunner. 

A few of those indicted never made it to the trial. Robert 

Ley, tire Nazi labor chief, went into shock after he was 

served with the indictment, according to Taylor. A few days 

later, the prison psychologist at tire Nuremberg jail where 

tire defendants were in custody found him hanging from air 

overhead pipe in Iris cell. Bomrann was never captured; he 

was believed to be dead. The decision to try Bomrann in 

absentia was a controversial one, given tire Allies’ emphasis 

on fan- proceedings. The drird missing defendant was 

Gustav Krupp, tire elderly director of the armaments giant. 

In 1941, he had suffered a devastating stroke. Four years 

later, he was seirile and declared incompetent to stand trial. 

Nuremberg historian Bradley Smith writes that lead 

American prosecutor Robert Jackson attempted to substi¬ 

tute Gustavs son, Alfried, for fear there would be no case 

against German munitions makers. However, all the 

judges except the Soviet one opposed this move, out of a 

concern for fairness. 

After nine months of testimony, the eight judges — only 

four had voting powers — began deliberations. Three 

months later, diey emerged from tiieir chambers and 

announced die verdicts to die tense defendants, a packed 

courtroom of silent spectators and a live radio audience 

throughout Gennany. Twelve of the men, including 

Bonnann, were found guilty on multiple counts and sen¬ 

tenced to death by hanging. Goering was among tiiat group 

but averted die hangmans noose by swallowing a cyanide 

capsule. Three received lifetime prison terms and four odi- 

ers were sentenced to prison terms ranging from 10 to 20 

years. Three men were acquitted, but were later convicted 

and imprisoned for war crimes in German courts. 

When the trial was over, die prosecutors could look 

back at die trial witii satisfaction. The Western public was 

also pleased; good had finally triumphed over evil, the rule 

of law over die use of force. But die authors of the London 

Charter and their supporters in die American legal com- 
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munity who had hoped the trial would cement principles 

loftier than retribution, could not claim total victory. 

Shortly after the trial ended, international law experts 

began raising questions about the validity of the prosecu¬ 

tion and whether justice had truly been served. These 

questions are still tire subject of lively debate. The central problem of Nuremberg focuses on die 

novelty of die crimes prosecuted and the question 

of whether it was just to charge people with offens¬ 

es that had never existed previously. In legal terms, the 

issue was whether die defendants had been convicted of 

violating ex-post facto laws. The American Constitution 

and most Western legal codes forbid such prosecutions on 

grounds that its unfair to punish people for offenses that 

were not crimes when committed. If this was the case, crit¬ 

ics argued, then die noble Nuremberg principles would 

ring hollow and die trial reduced to painting a civilized 

veneer on what was really revenge by die war victors. 

Of die diree crimes prosecuted at Nuremberg, the 

most difficult to justify as not being an ex-post facto law 

was ironically crimes against peace — the principle diat 

American proponents of the trial, especially Justice 

Jackson, were so intent on promulgating. Legal scholars 

and Nuremberg prosecutors who supported the prosecu¬ 

tion on diat basis argued that by die time Germany started 

World War II by invading Poland in 1939, it was custom¬ 

ary to regard aggressive war as an international crime. 

Since die custom had been established to criminalize 

aggression, these scholars contend it could be considered a 

general practice accepted as the law. 

Writing a year after the trial ended, Sheldon Glueck, a 

Harvard law professor, cited the Hague Conventions of 

1899 and 1907 as examples of treaties limiting the ways 

war could be started and conducted. In addition, he noted 

diat die preamble to die 1924 League of Nations Geneva 

Protocol held that “a war of aggression constitutes ... an 

international crime.” The protocol, however, was never 

signed by Germany. On die other hand, Germany was the 

first to sign the 1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact, which 
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renounced war as an instrument of national policy and 

called for settling international disputes by peaceful 

means. But as Glueck conceded, Kellogg-Briand had 

never made violations of its terms international crimes to 

be punished in any courts of law. 

Anodrer weakness in the aggressive war charge, which 

Taylor has acknowledged, is that even if one accepts its 

legitimacy as a crime that can be prosecuted under inter¬ 

national law, there was no precedent for tire Nuremberg 

tribunal to tiy individuals (rather than nations) for the 

crime. Although Taylor, as a young Nuremberg prosecutor, 

argued diat military leaders must act in accordance with 

international law and dre dictates of public conscience, he 

conceded in his recent book that it was problematic to try 

military professionals. Tradition has held that military lead¬ 

ers are sworn to obey the orders of dieir chief of state and, 

therefore, military officials could not be prosecuted for 

conduct mandated by dieir commander-in-chief. 

Another problem with the aggressive war prosecution 

was political. Germany was prosecuted for crimes that 

some of the victorious narions may have been guilty of as 

well. In August, 1939, the Soviet Union signed a non¬ 

aggression pact with Germany in which it agreed to par¬ 

tition Poland. Yet only Germany was prosecuted for the 

Polish invasion a month later. One Nuremberg scholar, 

the historian Eugene Davidson, has also noted that 

aggressive war charges were not levied against the 

Soviets for attacking Finland in 1939, Bulgaria in 1944 

and Japan in 1945. 

Nor were the odier allies inclined to look at dieir own 

behavior during the war. The Allies’ perspective — which 

has die weight of history behind it — was tiiat dieir 

wartime actions were justified by die total war nature of 

die conflict and would not have been initiated had Hider 

not been a player in die international arena. 

When it came to prosecuting war crimes, which at 

Nuremberg included use of civilians for slave labor, mur¬ 

dering prisoners, and wanton destruction of cities, die 

Allies were on more solid footing. As far back as the 

Renaissance, there were customs limiting specific con- 
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duct in war. In die early 19th centuiy, European coun¬ 

tries began codifying these customs, outlawing privateer¬ 

ing and piracy. 

Charging the Nazis with crimes against humanity, the 

charge made necessary by die total war character of mili- 

tary conflict in the 20th century, has also been criticized for 

being an ex-post facto law. Critics argue that prior to 

Nuremberg, there were no international agreements ban¬ 

ning government leaders from religious persecution or 

exterminations. But legal scholars and historians support¬ 

ing the prosecution respond that most countries’ domestic 

laws, including those of Germany, forbid the brutalities 

committed by the Nazis against innocent civilians. Even 

under German laws in force during the Third Reich, it was 

illegal to kill Jews and members of other ethnic and reli¬ 

gious groups for their religious or ethnic background. And 

throughout the war, the Allies had given the Nazis ample 

warnings that they would he punished for the sort of atroc¬ 

ities punished at Nuremberg — mass murder, deporta¬ 

tions and enslavement. 

The legal weaknesses of Nuremberg only partially 

explain why more tribunals have not been attempted 

until recently, despite the plenitude of aggression and 

inhumane conduct during the half century since 

World War II. International relations expert Hans J. 

Morgenthau, himself a refugee from Nazi Germany, 

argued that power politics and self-interest are what 

really move nations. Accordingly, it was not only con¬ 

cerns about justice or fairness that prevented the con¬ 

vening of international judicial bodies to punish war¬ 

mongers and vicious government officials. Rather, 

since Nuremberg, there has been neither the political 

will nor the shared commitment to bring to justice 

those who have violated the treaties signed by most 

nations preventing genocide and inhumane conduct 

in war. Instead, the world community has either 

looked the other way or resorted to traditional forms 

of retribution in the face of inhumanity. 

The Nuremberg Tribunal, then, is best viewed as a 

flawed model for international justice in a flawed world. ■ 
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Focus ON WORLD JUSTICE 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

ARE CRIMINAL TRIALS 

EFFECTIVE TOOLS 

FOR US DIPLOMATS? 

BIJ Gregory H. Stanton 

he 20th century has been a century of genocide, war crimes 

and crimes against humanity. Again and again, these violations have been committed with impunity in Uganda, Rwanda, 

Burundi, Cambodia, Equatorial Guinea, the former Yugoslavia, Iraq. And again turd again, the violators have remained 

unpunished: Idi Amin, Pol Pot, Radovan Karadzic, Saddam Hussein. 

National courts have proven ineffective in punishing those responsible for genocide, war crimes, and crimes against 

humanity, since so many of these offenses tire committed by the very government leaders who control the justice system. 

International human rights provisions have lacked the force of law, because there are no effective enforcing mechanisms, 

40 FOREIGN SERVICE J OU RN AL! DEC EMBER 1996 



Focus 

In a civilized worlds box of tools for effective diplomacy, 

an international criminal court is an essential 

implement to advance peace and human rights. 

no international police force with authority to arrest vio¬ 

lators and no international prison to hold suspects. 

However, perhaps it is time for die world community of 

nations to consider developing all aspects of an interna¬ 

tional criminal justice system, which may prove an effec¬ 

tive diplomatic tool in threatening governments involved 

in state-sponsored acts of genocide, war crimes and 

crimes against humanity. 

Punishing diose responsible for crimes requires inves¬ 

tigation, arrest, prosecution and punishment. The main 

problem in international law has been that the worlds 

nations have lacked die political will to create strong insti¬ 

tutions to carry out those tasks. The next step must be to 

create institutions, such as an international criminal court 

system with universal jurisdiction, so no tyrants may 

escape. The world should not be discouraged if the 

United Nations has administrative difficulties in creating 

tliis court system. After all, common law courts took cen¬ 

turies to develop: International human rights law 

enforcement is still at the developmental equivalent of a 

13th-century system. 

Since diplomats conduct relations between nation 

states, diey have a special interest in the creation of an 

international criminal court. As Yale law professor W. 
Michael Reisman hits written, “Law is not the antidiesis 

of force. Legal systems and the political systems of which 

they are a part and which they seek to regulate are based 

upon the authoritative use of force.” With the creation of 

an international criminal court, diplomats will have 

another tool to apply tiiat authoritative force. 

Gregory H. Stanton is an FSO who specializes in inter¬ 

national justice in the Democracy, Human Rights and 

Labor Bureau at the State Department. He drafted the 

four U.N. Security Council resolutions that created the 

Rwandan tribunal, the Rwanda Anns Flow Commission 

and the Burundi Commission of Inquiry. He joined the 

Foreign Service in 1992 and also has served in Bangkok. 

In 1980, while on leave from Yale University Law 

School, I visited Cambodia under the auspices of 

the CARE/Church World Service relief program. 

I was appalled by the sight of mass graves filled by the 

Khmer Rouge and by stories of eyewitnesses who had 

watched their friends and relatives murdered. 

From 1979-1994, some 2 million Cambodians were 

killed by tire Vietnamese- and Chinese-backed Khmer 

Rouge, which left power after 1994. When I returned to 

America, I founded die Cambodian Genocide Project at 

Yale to document die crimes and seek international politi¬ 

cal support under the U.N. Genocide Convention, to 

which Cambodia is a party. After not one human rights 

organization would agree to take the case against 

Cambodia to die World Court, Sen. Charles Robb (D-Va.) 

sponsored die Cambodian Genocide Justice Act in 1994. 

It calls for die creation of an international justice tribunal 

to bring diose responsible to justice. Meanwhile, the 

Cambodian Genocide Program at Yale is organizing tiiou- 

sands of pages of evidence in the hope tiiat die tribunal will 

be created in die next year. When Hitler was asked if the Final Solution 

wouldn’t violate international law, he 

scoffed, referring to an earlier genocide, 

“Who ever heard of the Armenians?” One of die pri¬ 

mary objectives of U.S. foreign policy is promotion of die 

rule of law in die world. Civilized society abhors a legal 

vacuum and where tiiere is no law, tyranny triumphs. 

International courts with die power to try individuals 

is one threat that diplomats may find useful in breaking 

die cycle of etimic revenge. The best protection for eth¬ 

nic groups is the protection of individual rights. Justice is 

the strongest antidote to genocide, war crimes and 

crimes against humanity In the civilized worlds box of 

tools for effective diplomacy, an international criminal 

court is an essential implement to advance peace and 

human rights. ■ 
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THE EERIE TEA PARTY 

IN CAIRO, THE DEAD REIGN WITH THE LIVING, 

A TESTAMENT TO BLEND OF PAST AND PRESENT 

BY MARIA BAUER 

obody would have guessed that 

Ahmed Fakhri, the cheerful, 

round, permanently grinning lit¬ 

tle man, was one of Egypt’s most 

important Egyptologists. His 

wife, however, an overwhelm¬ 

ingly big German woman with an overwhelming 

voice, could have been mistaken for a Wagnerian 

opera singer. The couple’s regular afternoon tea par¬ 

ties for his American friends were either highly stim¬ 

ulating or extremely frustrating. 

We all listened with fascination when Fakhri 

talked about his recent excavations — there never 
seemed an end to new discoveries — but Hilde 

Fakhri would always interrupt, urging her guests 

toward more sweets or entertaining them with anec¬ 

dotes or complaints about her servants. However, 

there was one tea party when it was Mrs. Fakhri who, 

obviously quite unbeknownst to her, cleared up a 

mystery of Cairo that had baffled me since my arrival. 

That afternoon, a guest asked the name of that 

ugly, windowless, boarded-up building next to the 

Cheops pyramid. Fakhri answered with this story: 

“In 1950, exactly 15 years ago, after a big sand¬ 

storm that blew away the top layers of sand, we dis¬ 

covered a row of very large polished slabs of stone 

drat turned out to be tire top of a huge stone crate. 

Maria Bauer is an author in Washington, D.C., 

and the spouse of retired FSO Robert Bauer, who 

served, in Cairo in the mid-1960s. 

That, obviously, contained an important archeologi¬ 

cal treasure so, after receiving a government grant to 

pay for our time and labor, we excavated tire pit and 

found, tightly packed inside, a perfectly preserved 

assortment of hundreds of variously shaped pieces of 

wood — later determined to be the components of a 

large boat. The building you are talking about was 

constructed to be used as a safe shelter to assemble 

the pieces and build tire boat. It would later serve as 

a museum where tire finished boat could be viewed 

by tire public. Its pieces fitted perfectly, without glue 

or pegs, but it took us years to reconstruct it. It was a 

huge funerary boat, over 120 feet long and probably 

had been built for tire Pharaoh Cheops himself. 

Unfortunately, there was a mistake — “ 

Mrs. Fakhri interrupted: “Anyone wants more 

tea?” No one bothered to answer her. 
“What mistake?” a guest asked impatiently. 

“Air unfortunate mistake in the measurements,” 

he responded with some embarrassment. ‘When the 

building was finished, it was too small, barely able to 

hold tire boat and not enough room for tire public to 

enter and view it. And since there is no money left to 

tear it down and build a new one, tire boat will never 

be seen by the public. It’s so sad — and now we have 

discovered an identical stone pit on tire other side of 

tire Cheops pyramid, but because of lack of money 

to excavate it, it will have to remain underground.” 

Upon our urging, Fakhri described how tire boat 

was built to transport the deceaseds ba, kha and akh 

— his soul, consciousness and vital energy — 
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between the other world for purification and his 

tomb whenever he wanted to re-enter liis perfectly 

preserved body. There he could again enjoy the 

many tilings he had loved in his earthly life that had 

been buried with him or were represented in paint¬ 

ed reliefs on the tombs walls. These customs were 

also followed bv ordinary citizens, Fakhri explained, 

although their tombs were much more modest. 

When he stalled to describe to us the fascinating 

tombs the Egyptian artists of Luxor had built and dec¬ 

orated for their families and themselves, Mrs. Fakhri 

interrupted again, trying to nudge everyone to a plat¬ 

ter of cakes, and loudly proclaiming that she had 

baked too many sweets for this weekends picnic at 

the funerary home. “1 always prepare too much food 

for the days we visit Ahmeds deceased relatives, so 

please help yourselves to any of these cakes,” she said. 

Now Mrs. Fakhri had the complete attention of her 

guests. “Where do you go?” started one guest. “I —” 

I piped up, asking, “Where is your f unerary home?’ 

“In the City of the Dead, of course,” she 

answered. ‘Fortunately, Ahmeds grandfather built it 

when the land was still available and cheap. They say 

that in about a year or two there won’t be any land 

left in the City of the Dead.” 

There was a moment of silence. Everyone living 
in Cairo was aware of the City of the Dead, a ceme¬ 

tery stretching on both sides of a busy highway that 

connects the city to a fashionable suburb of 

Heliopolis and the International Airport. It is not a 

cemetery as Americans know it. With its Islamic 

palaces — some dating to the times of the Mameluk 

kings and including mosques, villas or modest cot¬ 

tages with gardens — its like any Middle Eastern city 

subdivision, only its streets are deserted and its 

inhabitants dead. 

I had heard that on weekends and holidays, 

Egyptians visited with relatives and friends in the 

rooms above the burial chambers, but I had never 

realized how widespread that custom was and that 

our friends — even a Western Christian woman — 

had so readily adopted the practice. Whenever I 

found myself driving on the overpass overlooking the 

City of the Dead, I would marvel at the contrasts. 

Dxjking beyond the Khan Khalil hazaar and Cairo’s 

ancient streets and mosques and beyond its modem 

skyscrapers and luxurious hotels, I was awed by the 

three pyramids looming from the desert as though 

standing guard over the underground passageways 

and tombs — one huge necropolis stretching all the 

way to die Southern border. 

In Cairo the reminders of death are everywhere 

and yet it’s not morbid or depressing. The reliefs in the 

tombs depict life in ancient Egypt 

so intelligibly and humanely that its 

easy to relate to them. And in many 

respects, there have been few 

changes since they were built. The 

agricultural scenes on the crypts’ 

walls show fire same implements 

and methods still in use today; the 

carved features of the ancient 
Egyptians resemble those of the 

people on Cairo’s streets and die 

women’s flowing gowns and ornate 

jewelry are still beautiful to us today. 

Egypt’s rhythm is die eternal 

infusion of antiquity into present- 

day life, the interplay of the ancient 

and tlie new, die weaving back and 

forth between past and present. 

When I walked or drove dirough   

Cairo’s dusty streets, I was aware of 

mid strongly affected by mi aura of serenity, almost of 

joyfulness, that emanated from die city despite its 
poverty and crowded conditions. I used to wonder 

about this phenomenon, which I had not found in any 

other Arabic city and dien, suddenly, thanks to Mrs. 

Fakhri, I drink I understood diat this was largely due 

to the Egyptians’ attitude toward deadi — die legacy 

of Pharaonic times diat had left its mark. 

In Cairo, and only in Cairo, the Egyptians just like 

their ancestors, buy land mid build as beautiful a 

home for them as possible, a place where they will 

communicate until die day they join diem in deadi. 

Death is considered a part of life, widiout anxiety or 

fear; the dead stay among the living. Instead of being 

banned to a cold and lonely cemetery, the dead 

friend or relative has a cozy home, within reach of 

family and friends. ■ 

Egypt’s rhythm is the 

eternal infusion of 

antiquity into pre¬ 

sent-day life, the 

interplayr of the 

ancient and the new. 

the wearing hack and 

forth between the past 

and the present. 
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THE BOARDING SCHOOL SEARCH 

An overseas assignment, with 
its promise of adventure 
and exploration of another 

culture, is part of the allure of the 
Foreign Service, but it also means 
packing belongings, pulling up 
roots and leaving relatives and 
close friends. If a family has 
school-age children, one of the 
most difficult decisions associated 
with a posting abroad is where and 
what kind of school to choose for 
them. 

There are many educational 
options from which to choose, but 
no option is right for every family. 
Should it be a home school, one 
near post or a boarding school in 
the United States or another coun¬ 
try? 

For many Foreign Service fam¬ 
ilies, the choice is simple: They 
choose boarding schools in the 
United States or overseas because 

BY PETER PELHAM 

they provide comprehensive acad¬ 
emic, extracurricular and residen¬ 
tial programs unavailable else¬ 
where. According to a survey con¬ 
ducted by the Department of 
State’s Family Liaison Office 
(FLO), 254 Foreign Service chil¬ 
dren attended boarding schools in 
the United States or abroad during 
the 1994-95 school year. They 
were among the more than 49,000 
students attending boarding 
schools in the United States, 
Canada and abroad, according to 
the Association of Boarding 
Schools, an association of 291 
boarding schools. 

Still, making the decision is but 
the first step. Other considerations 
include the student’s personality 
and the school’s location, extracur¬ 
ricular programs and support ser¬ 
vices. Choosing a school should be 
a family affair, with the student’s 

considerations weighing heavily. 
The success of the decision 
requires that both parents and stu¬ 
dents feel they have contributed to 
the choice. Some initial questions 
families might consider together 
are: 
■ Where should the school be 

located? Overseas or in the United 
States? If in the United States, 
which section of the country 
would be the best? 
■ What academic and extracur¬ 

ricular activities should it offer? 
■ What size should the school 

be? 
■ What type of community 

environment — traditional, pro¬ 
gressive, religious or a combina¬ 
tion of these — best suits the stu¬ 
dent? 
■ What percentage of the 

school community should be 
boarding students? 

SUCCESS BREEDS SUCCESS 

?• ^ : 
WF?*' * 'MJ&l ■'-ASV U .A 

When you feel successful in one area of your life, you 
approach new challenges with a positive attitude. 

At St. Andrew's School, we believe every student can succeed. 
Our small classes (8-10 students), exceptional faculty, and 
supportive environment have been helping students improve 
skills, develop values, and build self-confidence for generations. 

• Small coeducational school with boarding for grades 9-12 
• College preparatory curriculum 
• Closely knit residential community with 60% of faculty 

living on campus 
• Full range of athletics and co-curricular activities 
• Resource program for students with language disabilities or 

attentional/organizational problems 
• 99 beautiful acres on Rhode Island's scenic coastline between 

Providence and Newport 
• Easy access to major airports 

63 Federal Road • Barrington, Rhode Island 02806 
(401) 246-1230 • Fax (401) 246-0510 

ST. ANDREW'S SCHOOL 
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SCHOOLS 

“He came to us a young boy; 
he graduated a young man.” 

Answering these questions can 
help families develop a school pro¬ 
file that narrows the number of 
schools on the final list. Of the 
Foreign Service children who 
attended boarding school during 
last years academic schedule, only 
26 percent chose boarding schools 
abroad. The balance of the stu¬ 
dents chose schools in the United 
States, including 31 percent in New 
England; 22 percent in the mid- 
Atlantic; 10 percent in the Rockies, 
the West and the Southwest and 9 
percent in the Midwest and South, 
according to FLO statistics. Two 
percent of the students did not 
report which schools they attend¬ 
ed. The clear preference for New 
England is probably due to that 
area’s large concentration of board¬ 
ing schools with diverse programs, 
according to Sydnee Tyson, educa¬ 
tion and youth officer in the FLO 
office. Similarly, schools in the 
mid-Atlantic region benefit from 
their proximity to the Washington, 
D.C., area. Still, every geographical 
area, whether in the United States 
or overseas, probably boasts a 
school that will meet any family’s 
specific criteria. 

Families looking for information 
can begin the search at the FLO 
office, which publishes a book on 
educational options. Once families 
have their top-10 list, they can 
request an application package 
from each school, which should 
include a brochure, a curriculum 
guide, a faculty roster, a video tape 
and application forms and instruc¬ 
tions. The school’s materials and 
entrance requirements should be 
reviewed carefully, as they will 
help further narrow the selection. 
Many schools require that poten¬ 
tial students take a standardized 
placement test to determine the 
student’s level of academic ability. 
The most common test is the 
Secondary School Admission Test 
(SSAT); most schools have infor¬ 
mation on how and where to take 
the test. 

That's what is achieved at Marine 
Military Academy, the only col¬ 
lege preparatory school in the 
world based on the customs and 
traditions of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

It's all accomplished with aca¬ 
demics, military training and ath¬ 
letic involvement. Together they 

build the foundation for leader¬ 
ship, and chart a course for suc¬ 
cess. Young boys learn the les¬ 
sons of a lifetime. Young boys 
learn to become young men. 

Discover the difference we can 
make for your boy in grades 8-12, 
plus one year for postgraduates. 

MMA is currently accepting applications for both its academic 
and summer camp programs. For more information, a free catalog or 
a personal campus tour, please call (210) 423-6006. 

MARINE MILITARY ACADEMY 
320 two Jima Blvd., Harlingen, Texas 78550, (210) 423-6006 

MM4 does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color or national or ethnic origin. 
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DANA HALL SCHOOL 
In 1881, Dana Hall's founding was based on a commitment 

to educating young women for college and beyond... 

...And The Tradition Continues. 

Dana Hall School is an independent, boarding and day school 
for girls in grades 6-12, located 12 miles west of Boston. 

To receive a catalogue, contact the Admission Office. 

Dana Hall School 
45 Dana Road • Wellesley, MA 02181 

(617) 235-3010 x200 • Fax: (617) 235-0577 

The next step is to visit the top two 
or three schools. While pictures and 
videos can capture a school’s look, 
they rarely tap into its sense of com¬ 
munity. Most schools welcome fami¬ 
lies by arranging appointments with 
teachers and administrators; potential 
students can ask current students 
about class schedules, the food in the 
dining hall, weekend activities and 
social events. Some schools even 
arrange overnight stays in dormitories 
for potential boarders. 

If this seems overwhelming, 
families can turn to professionals. 
The Independent Educational 
Consultants Association in Fairfax, 
Va., provides a directory of consul¬ 
tants who — for a fee — will help 
families review options and select a 
school. ■ 

Peter Pelham is associate director of 
the Association of Boarding Schools 
in Washington, D.C. 

* Browne * 
A , Academy 

School as it Should Be! 
I'ri’scliiMil ^ through tirade X 

Give your child a world of possibilities at Browne Academy. We're a multicultural, 
coeducational, independent school located on a beautiful, safe 11 acre campus just 
outside Old Town Alexandria. Browne Academy's outstanding program features: 

•Preschool 3 through Grade K 
•Small Glasses 

•I ndividuali/ed Curriculum 
•Summer Camp Program 

•Transport at ion Available 
•Extended Care Hours Available 

•Internationally Diverse Student Body 
•Proudly Educating America’s Eoriegn Service Children 

Browne Academy 
Where Your Child Counts! 

Browne Academy * 5917 Telegraph Road * Alexandria VA 22.110 * (70.1) 900-.1000 
Kacftiinile Number (70.1) 900-7.125 Accredited by VAIS and NAIS 

BOARDING SCHOOL 
RESOURCES 

Boarding Schools Directory 
Association of Boarding Schools 
1620 L Street, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202)-973-9753 or (800) 541-5908 

ECIS Directory of Schools 
European Council of Independent 

Schools 
21 Lavant Street 
Petersfield, GU32 3 EL, UK 
(44) 1730-268-244 

Family Liaison Office 
Department of State 
M/D CP/FLO Room 1212A 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
(202) 647-1076 

IECA Directory 
Independent Educational Consultants 
4085 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 401 
Fairfax, Va. 22037 
(703) 591-4850 
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ISS Directory of Overseas Schools 
Independent Schools Services 
P. O. Box 5910 
Princeton, N.J. 08543 
(609) 452-0990 

Peterson s Directory of Private 
Secondary Schools 

Peterson’s Guides 
PO Box 2123 
Princeton, N.J. 08543 
(609) 243-9111 

Secondary School Admission Test 
Secondaiy School Admission Test 

Board 
PO Box 6451 
Princeton, N.J. 08541 
(609) 683-4440 

The Educational Register 
Vincent/Curtis Publishing Co. 
224 Clarendon Street 
Boston, Mass. 02116 
(617) 536-0100 

SAN DOMENICO SCHOOL 
A Day and Boarding School for Girls Since 1850 

At San Domenico 
young women stop being the 

audience, and become the players. 

Superb college 
preparatory 
curriculum for 
motivated young 
women of all 
faiths 

Superior 
performing arts, 
athletics, and 
pre-professional 
music program 

Spectacular 
625 acre campus 
just north of 
San Francisco 

11500 Butterfield Road • San Anselmo • CA (415) 258-19051 

A coeducational boarding and day school enrolling 375 students in grades 9-12,Western Reserve 
Academy features a rigorous curriculum including 10 Advanced Placement and 6 Kenyon College 
courses. The school also offers unique classes in astronomy, dance, architecture, ethics, and inde¬ 
pendent study options in a variety of subject areas. The Class of 1996 is matriculating at colleges and 
universities such as: Northwestern, Stanford, Penn, Miami, Kenyon, Amherst, Cornell, Vanderbilt, 
USNA, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Johns Hopkins Oberlin, and West Point. 

For more information contact: The Admission Office*Western Reserve Academy 
115 College St.-Hudson, Ohio 44236*(216) 650-9717«FAX (216) 650-9754 
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ACADEMIC YEAR PROGRAMS 
(Residential and Day) 
• Elementary (Day Only, 7-9 year-olds) 
• Standard Academic (Includes 1:1 Tutorials) 
• Expressive Language 
• College Preparatory (Grades 9-12) 
• Pre-College (High School Graduates) 

SUMMER PROGRAMS 
(6 Weeks, Residential and Day) 
•1:1 Tutorials 
• Small Classes 
• Prep/Study Skills 
• Marine Science (Ages 14+) 
• Seamanship 

All programs are coeducational and designed to help emotionally-stable students 
of at least average intelligence to realize their full potential 

Landmark School, Admissions Office 

P.O. Box 227, Prides Crossing, MA 01965 508-927-4440 • FAX 508-927-7268 

Q: What do honors classes, the Internet 
and ski racing have in common? 

A: GouldAcademy 
Founded in 1836, Gould Academy is a coeducational, college preparatory school for students in grades 9-12. Gould uses its 
unique location—in the heart of Maine’s western mountains—to offer students opportunities and safety not easily dupli¬ 
cated in an urban or suburban setting. A classic curriculum, exceptional arts classes, outstanding athletic programs, and 
cutting edge computer technology are combined with a dedicated, caring faculty to prepare your son or daughter for 
success at competitive colleges and universities as well as a lifetime of learning. 

Learn more about: 
• Accelerated Honors & AP Courses 
• Internet Access & Networked Software in Classrooms & Dorm Rooms 
•An 8:1 Student/Teacher Ratio 
• 90 Minute Classes 
• 18 Visual & Performing Arts Courses 
• College Counselors Dedicated to the Best Placement for All Students 
• Winter Sports at Sunday River Ski Resort—Six Miles from Campus 
• Advanced Telephone System with In-Room Dialing 

Call or write to arrange a visit: 
William L. Graham 
Director of Admissions 
Gould Academy 
P.O. Box 860 
Bethel, Maine 04217 
(207) 824-7777 • fax (207) 824-2926 
grahamw@admissions.gould.pvt.kl2.me.us 
http://www.gould.pvt.kl2.me.us 
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Look what’s 
happened to the 
Renaissance man* 
When students' dreams and talents are 
nurtured, it's quite amazing what can happen. 
St. Catherine's provides a challenging and 
varied academic environment where students 
are given opportunities to find and test the 
talents and aspirations they might never have 
known. And they do, with astounding regularity 

Will your daughter excel in advanced physics 
or statistics, play with the Virginia Symphony 
Youth Orchestra, study Mandarin Chinese, or 
become a field hockey forward? 

She'll find out here. Call 804-288-2804 or 
1-800-648-4982 or e-mail nblyler@stcath.org to 
learn more about St Catherine's. And experience 
the renaissance of your daughter's education. 

St. Catherines 
SCHOOL 

6001 GROVE AVENUE, RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23226 

EDUCATION 
You Can Believe In 
Spring Term Begins January 25 
A diverse mix of students, superior academics and a location on Florida’s high- 
tech Space Coast create an outstanding educational experience at Florida Air 
Academy — a private, college-preparatory school for young men (ages 12- 
19/grades 7-12 & PG). 

• Structured, disciplined environment 
• Small, individualized classes 

• Low student/teacher ratio 
• Diverse cultural mix of students 

• 100% college acceptance rate since 1978 
• Air Force JROTC Honor Unit 

• Elective flight training program 
• Full athletic program 

• Exciting field trips to Disney World, Sea World, 
Kennedy Space Center and more 

FLORIDA AIR 
ACADEMY 

For a copy of our full-color brochure, call 
our Admissions Office at (407) 723-3211. 
Or write: Florida Air Academy, Dept. MO, 
1950 South Academy Drive, Melbourne, 
Florida 32901. 
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GIRLS: PRK-K - 12TH GRADE • BOARDING: 8TH - 12TH GRADE 

THE 
HOCKADAY 

SCHOOL 
11600 WELCH ROAD, DALLAS, TEXAS 75229 • 214-363-6311 

A FUTURE OF 
GREAT POSSIBILITIES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 214 - 360-6522 

Washington International School 
w . Colegio Internacional de Washington 

Ecole Internationale de Washington 

World-class education 
with a global perspective 

■ Nursery to Grade 12 day school 
■ Bilingual and second language programs 

in English/French and English/Spanish 
■ Rigorous science and math preparation 
■ Graduates consistently qualify for 

advanced standing in U.S. colleges 
■ International Baccalaureate Diploma program 
■ Selective, competitive admissions 

3100 Macomb Street, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

Admissions: (202) 364-1815 fax:(202)364-0080 www.wis.edu 
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Something about this place 

pushes you 

in the right direction. " 

His family’s moves meant Sam had 

attended several different high schools. 

His grades had been “bad" in those 

where there were large classes and he 

was lacking self-confidence. After he 

and his parents visited five local 

independent schools, Sam chose 

Chape! Hill-Chauncy Hall School 

because he liked its campus and 

friendly atmosphere. Once enrolled, 

his attitude changed. “1 started getting 

good grades in English class, and that 

boosted my confidence." He also 

began to participate in sports. “I’d 

never liked sports before, but I tried 

soccer and became captain of the JV 

team.” Sam made the honor roll for the 

first time and began writing poetry and 

short stories and keeping a journal 

in his spare time. 

Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hal! School is 

an independent school for boys and 

girls in grades nine through twelve. 

Please call to arrange your 

son ’s or daughter’s visit. 

Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School 

785 Beaver St., Waltham, M A 02154 

(617)894-2644 • (617)894-5205 fax 
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THE BOLLES 
SCHOOL 

Building upon a firm 
foundation of 
knowledge and belief in 
the basic values of 
respect, responsibility, 
diligence, justice, fairness 
and civic virtue, 
THE BOLLES SCHOOL 

Bolles, a nationally 
college preparatory school, serves 
and resident students in Grades K- 

on three campus locations. 

provides its students 
with the tools to become 
leaders - leaders with the 

vision and creativity 
to make the future as 

bright and promising 
as it can be. 

The Admissions Office is at your service. 

M In the Jacksonville area, 
Qrades K-12 - 733-9292 

In the St. Augustine area, 
Qrades K-5 - 904-824-9224 

The Bolles School is a drugfree working and 
learning place serving all students without regard 
to gender, race, religion, color or national origin. 

Brandon Hall 

1959 

School 
Turning Potential Into Reality 

A UNIQUE COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

ANNOUNCES LIMITED OPENINGS FOR 1996-97 

One-to-One and Small Group Classes For Bright Students Who 
/ academically underachieve 
/ need to develop study skills 
/ have attention deficit disorders (ADD), learning disabilities, 

or dyslexia 

Grades 4-12 Boy's Boarding • (5 & 7 Day) • Coeducational Day 
Post Graduate Year • Summer Session 

100% College Acceptance • National School of Excellence 

For Information Call: 
770-394-8177 

Director of Admission 
1701 Brandon Hall Drive • Atlanta, GA 30350 

Fax: 770-804-8821 

FRYEBURG ACADEMY 

• Competitive High School Athletic Program 
• Mount Washington Valley Ski Racing Program 

• Americas 7th Oldest Academy 

For more information contact: 
Brad Gottschalk 

Director of Admissions 

207-935-2013 

Fryeburg Academy 
152 Main Street 

Fryeburg, ME 04037-1329 
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An International Education for the 21st Century 
♦ Coeducational, boarding, grades 9-12, PG 13th grade 
♦ University-preparatory studies: International Baccalaureate, Advanced 

Placement, and US High School Diploma 
♦ Excellent US and International university/college placement 
♦ Full US and European Accreditation 
♦ Caring family atmosphere in comfortable residences 
♦ Recreation, Europe-wide educational cultural excursions 
♦ Summer and winter sports; "Skiing at the LAS Doorsteps!" 
♦ Located in beautiful, peaceful Alpine resort, above Lake Geneva, 

close to metropolitan Lausanne, Geneva, and Montreux 

Leysin American School in Switzerland 
Thomas F. Rouillard, Admissions 
PO Box 4016, Portsmouth, NH 03802-4016 
Tel: 603.431.7654 
Fax: 603.431.1280 

Big ideas 
are born in 
small classes. 

AT WYOMING SEMINARY, small classes 

aren't the exception; they're the rule. 

With an average class size of 12 to 15, 

individual attention is the key to 

academic success at this traditional 

school in northeastern Pennsylvania. 

Sem enrolls 395 boarding and day 

students in grades 9-12 and 

postgraduate.Teachers can fully engage 

students in the process of learning by 

encouraging them to participate in 

classroom discussion. Students learn 

from their peers, as well, questioning, 

challenging, and supporting each other 

in the classroom setting: an ideal 

preparation for college. 

For more information, cal! us 

at (717)283-6060. 

WYOMING SEMINARY 
founded 1844 

COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

KINGSTON, PENNSYLVANIA 

It's March. You've just 
come back from two weeks 

in New Hampshire's 
White Mountains. And 

you've never felt so warm 
in your life. 

Each year the students in the 
junior class at the Holderness 

School spend ten days hiking and 
climbing in the White Mountains in 
a program known as Out Back. 
Students bring back to the class¬ 
room a new appreciation of the 
depth of their own resources and 
the value of personal support, both 
given and received. 

Out Back is at once challenging 
and intensely rewarding. 

Holderness alumni recall it as one 
of their lives' richest and most 
defining experiences. But Out 
Back is only one facet of an 
adventure in education, leadership, 
and the human spirit that has come 

to be known as the Holderness 
Experience. 

The Holderness School 
Plymouth NH 03264 

Peter B. Barnum 
Director of Admissions 
Call 011-603-536-1747 
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Individualized Ego 

Supportive Counseling... 

The Cornerstone 

of the 

Maplebrook Experience 

Responsibility Increases 

Self Esteem 

R.I.S.E: 

WE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 

"Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
provide my daughter with the star dust that 
makes her world a happy place." 

Maplebrook parent 

“Test scores, both by Maplebrook and by inde¬ 
pendent examiners, have demonstrated tremen¬ 
dous growth in my daughter's selfesteem. ’’ 

Maplebrook parent 

 R.I.S.E  

* AWAKENS THE LEARNER IN EACH STUDENT 

* PROMOTES RESPONSIBILITY & DEVELOPS 

CHARACTER 

* FOSTERS INDEPENDENCE & GROWTH 

* ENHANCES SOCIAL SKILL DEVELOPMENT 

Maplebrook School is a traditional 
boarding school enrolling youngsters 
with learning differences and A.D.D. 

*Intemationally acclaimed program 
now in its fourth printing. 

MAPLEBROOK SCHOOL 
AMENIA, NY 
914-373-8191 

SCHOOLS  

THE PUTNEY SCHOOL 

REFLECTIONS ON A PUTNEY SCHOOL EDUCATION . . . 

“When I came to Putney I didn't know how to do much except my 

homework. By the time I graduated I had gained the sense that I could 

do all sorts of things. It's a confidence that's been with me ever since. ” 

— Linda Raynolds ’70, Cody, Wyoming 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL ELLYN BALDINI, ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR 

ELM LEA FARM 

PUTNEY,VERMONT 05346 

802-387-6219 
admissions_office@pegasus.putney.com 

http:/www.putney.com/ 

" 

/ ' 

Educating Young Women 
For Life Since 1921 

Located on the Rappahannock for girls in grades 8-12. For addi- 
River in Tappahannock, Virginia, tional information, write P.O. Box 
St. Margaret’s School is a college- 158, Tappahannock, VA 22560, or 
preparatory boarding and day school call (804) 443-3357 today. 

#• St. Margaret’s School 
FAX (804)443-6781, E-MAILadmit@sms-va.com, INTERNET www.sms-va.com 

St. Margaret's actively seeks and admits qualified students of any race, color, religious affiliation, national or eifmic origin. 
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Aiken 
Preparatory School 

Boys’ Boarding Program 
Grades 4-9 

(Coeducational day program, gr. 4K-9) 

■ Pre-prep curriculum challenges the 
average to above-average student 

« Maximum class size of 18 students 
■ Daily after-school sports program 
■ Structured daily life, family atmostphere 
■ ESL, Learning Strategies, and tutorial 

classes available 
■ Graduates gain entrance to leading 

secondary boarding schools 

For More Information, Please Contact: 
Adriana Di Cecco, Director of Admission 

619 Barnwell Avenue NW, Aiken, SC 29801 
Tel: (803) 648-3223 FAX: (803) 648-6482 

Member, NAIS, FAIS & SAIS • Est. 1916 

TheGowSchool 
DYSLEXIA/LEARNING DIFFERENCES 

The nation’s oldest college preparatory school for young men with 

Dyslexia/Leaming Differences. Beautiful upstate NY campus. 

Grades 7 - PG. Coed Summer Programs, ages 8 -19- 

School Video 1-800-724-0138 

CARDIGAN 
Mountain School 

Founded in 1945 

Junior Boarding 
School 

for Boys Grades 6-9 

CARING, NURTURING, CHALLENGING 
• a family atmosphere and devoted teachers 
• a structured daily life helps boys reach their potential 
• daily tutorials build learning strategies 
• emphasis on values, community service 

for information, call or write: 

Admissions Office 
Academic year - Boys, grades 6-9 

Summer Session - Co-ed, grades 4-9 
Admissions Office, Room M 

Canaan, NH 03741 • 603/523-4321 

A quality education is a lasting investment parents 
can make for their children. 

Financial Aid available on basis of need. 
Member: Junior Boarding Schools Association. National Association of Independent Schools 

EDMUND BURKE SCHOOL 

• Rigorous, Flexible Curriculum 

• Complete Sports Program 

• Arts and Drama 

• Diverse Student Population 

Open House 
Sat., Jan. 25, 1997 

1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Grades 6-12 College Preparatory 

2955 Upton Street NW Washington, DC 20008 202-362-8882 
Near Van Ness Metro 

"All that need happen for evil to triumph 

in the world is for good people to do nothing." 

EDMUND BURKE 
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Hebron Academy 
A coeducational boarding and day school 
located in the foothills of western Maine 

Challenging, Classical Curriculum 

Individual Attention in Small Classes 

Outdoor Skills Program 

Comprehensive Visual and Performing Arts Program 

Championship Athletic Teams 

COED UPPER SCHOOL (9-12) GIRLS MIDDLE 

SCHOOL (5-8) BOYS MIDDLE SCHOOL (5-8) 

BOARDING (8-12) DAY (5-12) KILL-TIME 

COUNTRYSIDE (96 ACRES) KYC (40 MINS.) 

ARKNESS TABLES 

ADULT COUNSEL 
Happening 

Boarding Program for Ninth Grade through Postgraduate 

Day Program for Kindergarten through Postgraduate 

Admissions Office 

PO Box 309 

Hebron ME 04238 

207-966-2100 

FAX 207-966-1111 

COMMUNITY SERVICE ICE RINK (‘97) THEATER 

(450 SEATS) ART STUDIO TENNIS 

COURTS (8) COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM 

MINDFUL ACTIVITY FUN TIMES: 49 CLINTON AVENUE 

DOBBS FERRY, NY 10522 PHONE: 914-693-1400 

The Masters School 

From pre-kindergarten through 12th grade, we offer healfhy.challenging 

and exciting programs in a safe and structured environment, As a 

secondary prep and college prep day and boarding school, we give young 

men and women an edge on the future. 

Summer programs are available in 2,4,6, and 10 week sessions and include 

camping, hiking, sports, computers, study skills, equestrian, and ESL programs 

1 5 & 7 day boarding 
• Class size 15 

■ Student-Teacher 
ratio 6:1 

OJM VALLEY SCHOOL 
Since 1911 

723 El Paseo Rd, Ojai, California 93023 800-433-4687 « 
 Internet: http://www.ovs.org 

805-646-1423 

Coed boarding and day school for grades 7-12 and postgraduate 

Rigorous college preparatory curriculum 

Small class sizes Visual and performing arts 

Unique Senior program Strong, nurturing community 

Athletic program International program 

Community service 

— 

Oakwood Friends School 
located in the historic Hudson Valley 75 miles north of 

New Yoik City 

Please contact the Admissions Office: 515 South 
Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 (914)462-4200 
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PERKIOMEN 
SCHOOL 

FOUNDED 1875 

• coeducational, boarding 
and day 

• grades 5 - 12, PG 

• extensive fine arts 
offerings 

• strong athletic program 

• 99% college placement 

• 7 to 1 student teacher 
ratio 

CONTACT: CAROL DOUGHERTY DIRECTOR OF ADMISSION 

P.O. BOX 130 PENNSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 18073 

PHONE 215-679-9511 FAX 215-679-1146 

Liz Murphy is one of 

the 350 students who 

chose The Pennington 
School because of its 

158-year tradition of: 

• academic excellence 

• inspiring teachers 
• value-centered 

education 

• AP & Honors courses 

in all disciplines 

• opportunities for 
leadership 

• Learning Center for 
talented students with learning differences 

• personalized choice of extracurricular offerings 

• co-ed day/boarding 

• grades 6-12 

For information, call 609-737-1838 

The Pennington School 
112 West Delaware Avenue 

Pennington, NJ 08534 
Headmaster, Stephen L. Bowers 

ONE STUDENT, ONE MASTER IN EACH 
CLASS 

For boys ages 14-20, of average to superior 
intelligence who have academic deficiencies; who 
have lost one or more years of school; who wish to 
accelerate; or international students wishing to 
improve their English in our ESL program and enter 
American universities. Completely individual 
instruction. Rolling Admissions. 

Boarding and Tuition 
January 6-June 6,1997: $22,900.00 

February 24-June 6,1997: $16,580.00 

Summer School 
June 22-July 25,1997: $4,740.00 

EDUCATIONAL PROBLEM SOLVERS SINCE 
1906 

Dept. FSJ, P.O. Box P, Westbrook, CT 06498 
Tel (860)399-6247; f 

email: oxacadmi@conmx.com f — 

ROCK CREEK 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
Ecole Internationale Rock Creek 
Colegio International Rock Creek 

At Rock Creek International School, we teach our chil¬ 
dren to speak, read and write fluently in two lan¬ 
guages through our bilingual curriculum. 

We provide your child with an exceptional academic 
foundation. Our highly qualified and enthusiastic teach¬ 
ers have small classes and give individual attention in 
the caring environment - a child needs to succeed. 

Our multicultural and international community and 
curriculum create wonderful opportunities for your 
child to develop distinctive qualities and skills. 

We strive to be exceptional and we teach your child 
to do the same. 

We also offer: 
• Transportation Services 
• Extended Day Program 
• International Summer Camp 

A MULITCULTURAL MULTILINGUAL INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 

Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 5 

ADMISSION OFFICE: 202387.7254 
2200 CALIFORNIA ST., NW WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA 

SANDY SPRING 

FRIENDS 
SCHOOL 

ItX VGo. 4 " 

5 or 7 DAY BOARDING OPTIONS 
GRADES 9 - 12 

Pre-K through 12 Day School 

■ AP COURSES ■ QUALITY FACULTY 

■ SMALL CLASSES ■ QUAKER VALUES 

■ STRONG ARTS, ATHLETICS 

■ SUMMER FRIENDS CAMPS 

16923 Norwood Road Sandy Spring, MD 20860 
Phone: (301) 774-7455 Fax: (301) 924-1115 

SANTA CATALINA SCHOOL 

Learn about the All-Girls Advantage at Santa Catalina. 

Santa Catalina is an independent boarding and day school in the 

Catholic tradition for girls in grades 9-12. Superb facilities 

include a 31,000-volume library, Bedford Family Athletic Complex, 

Performing Arts Center, and Mary L. Johnson Music Center. 

■ Exceptional faculty challenge ■ Outstanding college 

students in all areas of school life preparation and placement 

■ Exciting leadership opportunities ■ Firm foundation for lifetime 

in school and community achievement and service 

Office of Admission, Santa Catalina School 

1500 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940-5291 

TELEPHONE: 408/655-9356 • FAX: 408/649-3056 
E-MAIL: admissions@scs.monterey.ca.us 

Santa Catalina School admits students of any race, creed, color, and national and ethnic origin. 

Since 1955,TASIS has been the first 
choice in international education 

• Superb campuses near Lugano, London, Athens 
• Co-ed, boarding and day programs for 

students aged 13-18 in Switzerland and aged 
4-18 in England and Greece 

• Challenging and diverse curricula: 
U.S. college-prep, A.P., I.B., G.C.S.E. 

• Extensive travel, sports, arts, and activities 
• Exciting summer programs offering foreign 

languages and academic credit courses 

• Scholarships for foreign service children 

TASIS U.S. Office, Dept. FSJ 
1640 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
Tel: (202) 965-5800 
Fax: +1 202 965 5816 
E-mail: wtD@cais.cais.com 

St. Johnsbury Academy 

A comprehensive coed boarding and day 
school(grades 9-PG) in a small, safe town 

in Vermont with superb facilities and diverse 
student body from 18 countries & 18 states. 

Full-spectrum curriculum offers instruction at 
several levels of difficulty 
in all academic subjects, 
13 A. P. classes, 
10 pre-engineering and 
technical programs. 
The school community 
develops globally aware 
citizens with sound morals 
and healthy lifestyles. 

St. Johnsbury Academy 
Admissions Office 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 
802-751-2131; Fax 802-748-5463 

‘91 U.S. Department of Education Exemplary School Award 
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Chester County, Pennsylvania. Most 
the faculty reside on the 600-acre 
which includes a science center, art center, 
field house, and 24-meter swimming pool. 

WESTTOWN SCHOOL • WESTTOWN ROAD 

w , PA. • 610-399-7900 
1 

reat things are happening 
at The Williston 
Northampton School! 

The Reed Campus 
Center with six 

art studios, photo lab, 
dance studio, music 
practice rooms, snack 
bar and more! 

Challenging academic 
program with many AP 
and Honors options. 

Major dormitory 
enhancements including 
phones and Internet 
connections in every 
room. 

Theatre with computerized 
sound and light controls 
is home to an award¬ 
winning program. 

Visit our Web Site and see for yourself at http://www.williston.com 

Of course you can still call, write or send an email request for informa¬ 
tion to the Admission Office at: 

19 Payson Avenue, Easthampton, MA 01027 
Ph. 413/527-1520 Fax. 413/527-9494 
Email: admissions@williston.com 
Coed, 420 students, grades 9-12/PG Founded 1841 

Superior 
Academic 

Opportunities In A 
Unique Environment 

The White Mountain School is 

for young people who: 
• are serious about preparing themselvf 

for college 

• desire a healthy and safe community of 

• value wilderness skills and leadership training 

The White Mountain School is known for: 
• individualized attention through small classes 

• a strong community service program 

• a comprehensive studio art program: fibers, ceramics, 

metals, painting, photography, graphic arts, drawing. 

• an outstanding wilderness skills program: mountaineering, 

canoeing, backpacking, alpine & Nordic skiing, rock 

climbing and snowboarding 

A 110 year-old college preparatory school, 
coed, boarding or day, grades 9-PG 

West Farm Rd • Littleton • New Hampshire 1-800-545-7813 

ADMIRAL 
FARRAGUT 
ACADEMY 

—Since 1933 

On Florida’s Gulf Coast 

• Coed, grades 5-12 
• 100% acceptance to four-year colleges 
• Fully-accredited 
• Competitive sports teams 
• Riflery, scuba, flight, sailing, and more 
• New 20-terminal multimedia computer center 

For a brochure, call or write the 
Director of Admissions 

Admiral Farragut Academy 
501 Park Street North, Box B 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

Phone: (813) 384-5500 • Fax: (813) 347-5160 
email: L_Jensen@st.pauls.edu 
Check out our homepage at www.naples.net/~nfn00794 
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Howe Military School 
Offering Traditional 'Average 10 students per class 
Values and Character 'Coeducational Grades 5-8,9-12 
Development 'College Prep Curriculum 

Summer Camp Program 'Campus-wide computer network 
for Boys ages 8-16, 'JROTC “Honor Unit with Distinction’ 
3 and 6 week programs ~ 

Howe Military School 
P.O. Box 240FSJ l 
Howe, IN 46746 S 
219-562-2131 ext. 221 or B 
Toll Free 888-GQ2-HOWE 

www.howemilitary.com • www.asgusa.com/howe ^ 

More than a school 
Linden Hall is a family. With a 4:1 student/faculty ratio, our 
students flourish academically and gain the self-confidence to 

determine their own futures. There are boarding and day 
options for middle and upper schoolers, grades 6-12, 

as well as a riding program and summer camps. 
Professional music instruction. Financial aid is available. 

Call or write our Director of Admissions. 

LINDEN 
SHALL 

Founded in 1746 

212 East Main Street, Lititz, PA 17543 
(800) 258-5778 • (717) 626-8512 
Fax (717) 627-1384 

250 years of experience in 
developing confident young women! 

RIVERSIDE 
ra MILITARY ACADEMY ra 

EXCELLENCE IN COLLEGE PREP SINCE 1907 

• Safe, structured, all boys boarding environment. 

• Outstanding facilities in North Ga. mountains. 

• Grades 7-12, fully accredited, small classes, 
weekly report cards. 

• Honor school with distinction promotes leadership, self- 
confidence and manners. 

• Computer in every dorm room. 

• Full athletic program. 

• Band, fine arts 
and aviation. 

• Affordable tuition. 

1-800-G0-CADET 
Gainesville, Ga. 
www.cadet.com 

SOUTH KENT SCHOOL 
Simplicity of Life • Self-Reliance • Directness of Purpose 

Since 1923, a college preparatory 
program in an environment 
of support, encouragement 

and challenge 
for young men in 

Grades 9 through 12 

• boarding and day program 
• small classes 

• ESL 
• diverse community 

For information about the opportunities 
available at South Kent contact: 

Robert MacLellan, Director of Admission 
40 Bull’s Bridge Rd. South Kent, CT 06785 

(860) 927-3530 • FAX (860) 927-0024 
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Miss Hall’s 
A good place for growing girls 

* College Preparatory, Grades 9-12 
* Small boarding school community 
* HORIZONS - Interactive Internships 
* Located in the beautiful Berkshires 
* Competitive College Placement 

A safe, wonderful school for girls. 

Office of Admission 492 Holmes Road, 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Phone: (413) 499-1300 
Fax: (413) 448-2994. 

Homepage: http:www/taconic.net/mshalls 

The Grier School 
A boarding school for girls in grades 7 - PG 

Foreign Service families 
receive an annual $2000 
reduction of tuition fees. 

Please contact: 
Andrew Wilson, 

Director of Admissions 
Grier School 

Tyrone, PA 16686 
tfi (814) 683-3000 

fax: (814) 684-2177 
email: 

grier@Upptn.pall.org 

Our school offers: 
■ A full seven-day 

boarding program for 
160 girls 

■ Traditional secondary 
school academic program 

■ Small classes (2 to 14 
students in each) 

■ Very safe Central 
Pennsylvania location 

■ Complete weekend 
activities program 

■ Excellent offerings in 
the arts and athletics 

■ College counseling 

■ Vacation travel planning 
assistance 

■ Airport transportation 

FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL 
If you would like to receive further information on the advertisers who appeared in our 

School Supplement in the December 1996 issue, please complete this coupon. Fax or mail it to: 
FSJ/Advertising Dept., 2101 E St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20037 Fax: (202)338-8244 

California 
1. OJAI Valley School □ 
2. San Domenico School □ 
3. Santa Catalina School □ 
Connecticut 
4. The Oxford Academy □ 
5. South Kent School □ 
District of Columbia 
6. Edmund Burke School □ 
7. Rock Creek Inti School □ 
8. Washington Inti School □ 

Florida 

9. The Bolles School □ 
10. Florida Air Academy □ 

Georgia 
11. Brandon Hall School □ 
12. Riverside Military Academy □ 

Indiana 

13. Howe Military School □ 

Maine 
14. Fryeburg Academy □ 
15. Gould Academy □ 
16. Hebron Academy □ 

Maryland 
17. Sandy Spring Friends School □ 

Massachusetts 
18. Admiral Farragut Academy □ 
19. Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall 
School □ 

20. Dana Hall School □ 
21. Landmark School □ 
22. Miss Halls School □ 
23. The Williston Northampton 
School □ 

New Hampshire 
24. Cardigan Mountain School □ 

25. Holdemess School □ 
26. Levsin American School in 

Switzerland □ 
27. The White Mountain School □ 

New Jersey 
28. Pennington School □ 

New York 
29. The Gow School □ 
30. Maplebrook School □ 
31. The Masters School □ 
32. Oakwood Friends School □ 

Ohio 
33. Western Reserve Academy □ 

Pennsylvania 
34. The Grier School □ 
35. Linden Hall □ 
36. Perkiomen School □ 
37. Westtown School □ 

38. Wyoming Seminary □ 

Rhode Island 
39. St. Andrews School □ 

South Carolina 
40. Aiken Preparatory School □ 

Texas 
41. The Hockaday School □ 
42. Marine Military Academy □ 

Vermont 
43. The Putney School □ 
44. St. Jolmsbury Academy □ 

Virginia 
45. Browne Academy □ 
46. St. Catherine’s School □ 
47. St. Margarets School □ 

International 

48. The Tasis Schools □ 

Name: Age: Sex: 

Home Address: Under 25 □ □ Male □ Female 
25-34 □ I am requesting information for: 

Job Title: 35-44 □ □ Myself □ A friend 

E-mail: 45-64 □ □ A family member 

65 or over □ □ An employee 
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IN MEMORY 

Caroline Marshall Adair, 68, 
wife of retired FSO Charles W. Adair, 
died Oct. 9 in Martin Memorial 
Medical Center in Stuart, Fla. 

She grew up in Greenwich, 
Conn., and lived in Washington, 
D.C., Virginia, Brazil, Belgium, 
France, Argentina, Panama and 
U ruguay. 

She is survived by her husband, a 
former U.S. ambassador to Panama 
and Uruguay; a son, Marshall P. 
Adair, an FSO in Washington, D.C.; 
two daughters, Caroline Adair Finn 
of Silver Spring, Md., and Sarah 
Adair Shaps of London; and six 
grandchildren. 

John Paul Barringer, 93, a 
retired FSO and chairman of the 
Cass County Iron Co. of Manhattan, 
died in Princeton, N.J., on Aug. 15. 

A graduate of Princeton 
University, Mr. Barringer was born 
in Stafford, Pa. In 1946 he joined the 
Foreign Service, serving as a coun¬ 
selor and charge d’affaires in Haiti 
and Libya, and in Washington D.C. 
He retired in 1965. 

Mr. Barringer is survived by his 
wife, Dorothy Allen Pray, of 
Princeton, N.J.; four daughters, 
Margaret Siebens of Princeton, 
Patricia Silver of Sarasota, Fla., 
Beverley Wadsworth of New York 
City and Daphne Goodyear of 
Gibson Island, Md.; 14 grandchil¬ 
dren and eight great-grandchildren; 
and a brother, Philip, of Washington. 

Ethel M. “Rusty” Byrne, 73, of 
Beaumont, Tex., wife of retired FSO 
Eugene A. Byrne, died of heart dis¬ 
ease in November 1995. 

Mrs. Byrne was born in Ross-on- 
Wye, England, and met her hus¬ 
band at the U.N. Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration 
Displaced Persons Program in 
Austria after World War II. The cou¬ 
ple was posted to Tripoli, 
Kathmandu, New Dehli and 
Washington, D.C. 

Survivors include her husband; a 
son, Bryan, of Seattle, Wash.; a sis¬ 
ter, Flora Hudson, of Honiton, 
England; and one granddaughter. 

John Esterline, 80, a retired 
FSO, died in Claremont, Calif., on 
Sept. 27. 

Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Mr. 
Esterline attended Stanford 
University and then worked as a 
reporter for the Alhambra Post 
Advocate and the Los Angeles 
Examiner. Mr. Esterline served as 
an FSO in India, Sri Lanka, Egypt, 
Syria and the Philippines, and in 
Washington, D.C. After retiring in 
1970, Mr. Esterline was a political 
science professor at California State 
Polytechnic University in Pomona, 
Calif., until his death. 

Mr. Esterline is survived by his 
wife, Mae Handy Esterline; a son, 
Bruce I lanly, of Dallas, Tex.; a daugh¬ 
ter, Marie Vance Hoy, of Duxbury, 
Mass., and five grandchildren. 

Windsor G. “Greg” Hackler, 
80, a retired FSO, died in Honolulu 
on July 16. 

A graduate of Northwestern 
University and Harvard University, 
Mr. Hackler joined the Foreign 
Service in the 1950s, serving in 
Dhahran, Tokyo, Djakarta and 
Singapore. After retiring in 1965, he 
established the Overseas Career 
Program at the University of Hawaii. 

Survivors include his wife, Rhoda 
E.A. Hackler; a son, Jeffrey; and two 
grandchildren. 

John G. Heyn, 89, a retired FSO, 
died in McLean, Va., on March 30. 

Bom in Louisville, Ky., Mr. Heyn 
grew up in Jeffersonville, Ind., and 
worked in radio and silent movies in 
Arkansas from 1924-1927. In 1928 he 
graduated from the State Academy of 
Music in Munich, Germany, and 
became assistant conductor in the 
Municipal Opera House in Saxony 
until he returned to the United States 
in 1935 to become a pianist with the 
Meyer Davis Orchestra. After World 
War II, he joined the Foreign 
Service, serving in Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Bolivia, Jamaica and Mexico until his 
retirement in 1972. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Margaret Warwick Heyn; a daughter, 
Deborah Heyn Workman, of 
Washington, D.C., and a son, John 
Warren Heyn, of Redwood City, 
Calif. 
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Kerim K. Key, 86, a retired State 
Department analyst who taught at the 
Foreign Service Institute, died in 
Chevy Chase, Md., on July 11. 

Bom the son of an Ottoman diplo¬ 
mat in Constantinople, Mr. Key immi¬ 
grated to the United States in 1939. 
His four decades of government ser¬ 
vice included stints with the Office of 
Strategic Services and the departments 
of State and Commerce. 

Mr. Keys wife, Elizabeth Key, who 
worked for the CIA, died in 1995. 
Survivors include a sister, Roxan Wise, 
of Framingham, Mass. 

Alexander Latty Peaslee, 74, a 
retired FSO and co-founder of the 
Charlottesville Observer weekly news¬ 
paper in Charlottesville, Va., died May 
25 of pancreatic cancer at a 
Charlottesville hospice. 

Mr. Peaslee s 26-year Foreign 
Service career began in 1946 when 
he became agricultural attache in 
Shanghai, China. He also served in 
Porto Alegre, Brazil; Hong Kong; 
Taipei; and as consul general in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. After retire¬ 
ment in 1972, he earned a law degree 
at the University of Virginia Law 
School and became a partner in the 
law firm of Dwoskin and Peaslee, 
Ltd. He retired for a second time in 
1978 to devote his time to the 
Observer, which he founded with Ills 
wife, Catherine Gorey Peaslee. They 
sold the paper in 1988. 

In addition to his wife, survivors 
include four daughters and a brother. 

Ruth Libbey Russell, 88, widow 
of retired FSO Francis H. Russell, 
died Aug. 13 of injuries received in a 
car accident in North Turner, Me. 

Bom in Boston, Mrs. Russell 
accompanied her husband to ambas- I 

sadorial posts in New Zealand, Ghana, 
Tunisia and Israel. 

Survivors include a daughter, Arlie 
Russell Ilochsehild, of San Francisco, 
Calif.; a daughter-in-law, Deborah 
Simonds Russell, of Brookline, Mass.; 
and four grandchildren. 

Mary E. Snapp, 75, a retired FSO, 
died in Tucson, Ariz., on June 18. 

Mrs. Snapp grew up in Whiting, 
Ind., and graduated from Stratton 
Business College and Indiana 
University. She retired from the 
Foreign Service in 1978 after serving 
in Guatemala, Chili, Ecuador, 
Belgium, Ivory Coast, Pakistan and the 
Philippines. 

Ylrs. Snapp is survived by her sister, 
Marjorie S. Jackson, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Louis F. Thompson, 92, a retired 
FSO and international business consul¬ 
tant, died in Charlotte, N.C., on July 15. 

A graduate of the University of 
Notre Dame and Georgetown 
University Law School, Mr. Thompson 
joined the Foreign Service in 1955, 
serving in France, New Dehli and 
Switzerland. After his retirement in 
1959, he worked for the International 
Executive Service Coips until 1980. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Marceline, of Charlotte; two sons, 
James Thompson, of Rockville, Md., 
and John Thompson of Charlotte; two 
daughters, Susan Knight of Shelby, 
N.C., and Barbara Miles of Lady Lake, 
Fla.; 15 grandchildren and 18 great¬ 
grandchildren. His first wife, Florence, 
died in 1982. 

George D. Tibbits, 85, a retired 
FSO, died in Washington, D.C., on 

June 2 of complications from a stroke. 
Before joining the Foreign 

Service, Mr. Tibbits worked for the 
U.S. Tariff Commission and the War 
Production Board. His Foreign 
Service posts included Argentina and 
Paraguay. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Jocelyne, of Bethesda, Md.; a broth¬ 
er, W.B.J. Tibbits, of Washington; six 
children and seven grandchildren. 

John Wills Tuthill, 85, a retired 
FSO and ambassador to Brazil from 
1966-1969, died in Washington, 
D.C., on Sept. 9. 

Bom in New Jersey, Mr. Tuthill 
joined the Foreign Service in 1940, 
serving in Mexico City, London and 
Brussels. After he retired in 1969, he 
became a professor at the Bologna, 
Italy, campus of The Johns Hopkins 
University’s School of Advanced 
International Studies. 

Mr. Tuthill is survived by his wife, 
Ema Leuders; a son, David Wills 
Tuthill, of Redondo Beach, Calif.; 
and seven grandchildren. A daughter, 
Carol Tuthill Battleson, died in 1979. 

John Rhoden Wood, 102, a 
retired FSO, died June 30 in 
Savannah, Ga. 

Mr. Wood joined the Foreign 
Service after World War I, serving in 
Paris. After World War II, Mr. Wood 
returned to Paris, where he served 
most of his 44-year career, including 
assignments as a consular officer and 
consul general. He retired in 1961. 

Survivors include one daughter, 
Evelyn Wood Weaver, of 
Williamsburg, Va.; two sons, Jack G. 
Wood of Savannah, Ga., and James 
W. Wood of Rockville, Md.; eight 
grandchildren and six great-grand¬ 
children. ■ 
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BOOKS 

100 YEARS’ TURMOIL: 

A MORALIST’S VIEW 

At a Century’s Ending, 
Reflections 1982-1995 
George F. Kerman, WAV. Notion (? 
Company, 1996, hardcover, $27.50, 
351 pages. 

BY IIUME HORAN 

Statesman George Kennan has 
lived, observed and written about 
the great events of this century. But 
in these collected reflections, he 
speaks not as FSO, nor political sci¬ 
entist, nor historian. He speaks as 
moralist. What a corrective to any 
self-indulgent, linear view of history 
is Kennan’s thought that all the 
unimaginable sufferings of this cen- 
tury — World War I, World War II 
and the Cold War —have only 
brought us back to 1914. Now, as 
then, we can hope for a better future 
shaped by democracy, free enter¬ 
prise and decentralized relationships 
among the components of former 
empires like that of the Soviet 
Union. 

Kennan warns against the collec¬ 
tive hysterias of modem nationalism 
that lead “to the most egregious sort 
of self-righteousness and self-ideal¬ 
ization ... something profoundly un- 
Christian.” He urges us not to see 
opponents, presumably products of 
some “negative genetic miracle,” as 
having a “monopoly on inequity.” We 
must learn to see all people “as Gods 

creatures, embodying both good and 
bad, each one of our hearts the 
scene of a tiny part of the struggle 
between good and evil.” 

Kennan notes America has done 
many of the big things correctly, 
especially the Marshall Plan. But he 
is skeptical about Americas ability to 
conduct a consistently mature, real¬ 
istic foreign policy. He criticizes the 
“domestic political self-conscious¬ 
ness of the American statesman” 
that caused U.S. diplomacy “to 
degenerate into a series of postures 
struck before the American political 
audience ... [or before] particularly 
aggressive and vociferous minorities 
or lobbies.” 

Kennan would have Americas 
example be universal, but before 
new responsibilities are undertaken, 
he’d have policymakers “bear in 
mind the limits of our national capa¬ 
bilities and the price we are obliged 
to pay.” There are dilemmas in other 
of the world’s regions where solu¬ 
tions wll need to be found without 
U.S. involvement. 

According to Kennan, a former 
U.S. ambassador to Yugoslavia, one of 
those regions is the Balkans. The 
regions conflicts of 1913 and 1993 are 
similar. Eighty years ago, and now, 
violence sprang “from religion, an 
aggressive nationalism, and the 
resentments of a distant tribal past.” 
What’s to be done? “The Balkans are 
primarily a problem for the 
Europeans ... and if they claim they 
lack the political unit)7 to confront it 
successfully, the answer is that per¬ 

haps this is one of those instances ... 
where one has to rise to the occasion.” 

As a corrective, Kennan would 
have us always remember that gov¬ 
ernment is an agent, not a principal. 
Its primary obligation “is to the 
interests of the national society it 
represents, not to the moral impuls¬ 
es that elements of that society may 
experience,” he writes. 

He is eloquent, too, about the 
U.S. government’s disinterest in its 
professional diplomats. Speaking of 
an early boss, a political ambassador, 
Kennan notes that he and his col¬ 
leagues were “ashamed for him 
before our diplomatic colleagues 
because of his obvious unfitness for 
the job. his having been sent out as 
our chief seems like a gesture of con¬ 
tempt on the president’s part for us 
and for our efforts — a revelation of 
how little the American political 
establishment knows or cares about 
the Foreign Sendee.” How many 
Foreign Service professionals since 
have echoed these words as they 
tried to support an unfit non-career 
chief of mission? What effect, one 
asks oneself, might a half centuiy of 
mostly non-career ambassadors in 
Western Europe have had on U.S. 
diplomacy in Europe and on 
Europeans’ views of America? ■ 

Hume Horan, a career minister, is 
chairman of the Sub-Saharan African 
Studies Program at the Foreign Service 
Institute. He has served as U.S. ambas¬ 
sador to Cameroon, Sudan, Saudi 

Arabia and the Ivory Coast. 

DECEMBER 1996/FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL 63 



REAL ESTATE 
McGrath 
Real Estate Services 
“THE FOREIGN SERVICE SPECIALISTS” 

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 
PROFIT FROM OUR EXPERIENCE 

Experienced staff providing personalized 

service in Northern Virginia. 

CI ince 1976, McGrath 

^ I Real Estate Services 

has been successfully representing 

Foreign Service Officers in every aspect 

of residential management and sales. 

Single Family, Condominium or 
Home Owners Association. .. 

• Personalized Attention 
• Full-Service Management 
• Financial Management 
• Worldwide Relocation Service 

Call today for the 
management support you deserve. 

703-893-7227 
FAX: 703-883-8029 

Call now to discuss how we can help you 

in the management or sale of your single 

family home, townhome, or condominium. 

1445 Dolley Madison Blvd 
McLean, Virginia 22101 
(Serving VA, MD &DC) 

425-B Carlisle Drive 
Herndon, VA 22070 

Phone (703) 709-2264 • Fax (703) 709-5230 
CompuServe ID# 73752,42 

OnjjWw 
ROYAL PROPERTIES, INC 

Sales, Leasing and Property Management 

Stuart and Maury Inc. 
Realtors 

• Hands on management for over 35 years! 

• We’re not huge, we’re selective, we care! 

• Personalized guidance for all your 

real estate needs! 

• 1031 Tax deferred exchange specialists! 

• Monthly computerized statements! 

Call Susan Bader, property management 
specialist, for more information 

Office (301) 654-3200 

Fax (301) 656-6182 

4833 Bethesda Ave. 
Suite 200 Bethesda, MD 20814 

s Excellent references upon request 

Diplomat 

,, Returning „ 
to Washington? Pro»K‘rt,es 

House Hunting doesn't have to be a Hassle! Work with Anne Gomez 

a 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS 

■ MULTIPLE LISTING 

■ BUYER BROKER OPTION 

Write or FAX Anne Gomez for a Free Welcome Kit. 
Diplomat Properties also Specializes in Personalized 
Property Management. 

Owned and Operated by a Former 
Foreign Service Family 

DIPLOMAT PROPERTIES, INC. 

3900 N. Fairfax Drive, #204 
Arlington, VA 22203 

(Near Virginia Square Metro) 

(703) 522-5900 FAX (703) 525-4713 

Anne Gomez. Broker 
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REAL ESTATE 
Cjxecutiue 

jSocfginj 

^litern atw es 

Interim Accommodations for 
Corporate and Government Markets 

apartments, 
tfoamfiouses £ 

Sinpfe Jamilij Homes 

“FOR THE EXECUTIVE ON THE MOVE” 
* 

Locations throughout Northern Virginia and D.C. 
Units fully furnished, equipped and accessorized 

Many “Walk to Metro” locations 
Pet Friendly 

6601 Little River Turnpike, Suite 440 

Alexandria, VA 22312 

Tel: (703) 354-4070 Fax: (703) 354-2606 

Property Specialists, Inc. 
A professional and personal service tailored 

to meet your needs in: 
• Property Management 

• Sales and Rentals 
• Tax-deferred Exchange 

• Real Estate Investment Counseling 

 Our staff includes:  

Gerry Addison Joann IIo\\«l Donna Courtney 
Steve Carey Roller! I lou d Sally Duerbeck 

Donna Linton 

All presently or formerly associated 
w ith the Foreign Service. 

-+000-I) Lee Highway Arlington. Virginia 22207 
(703) 525-7010 (703) 247-3350 

e-mail: propspec@nvar.com 
Serving Virginia, Maryland and D.C. 

Knowledge and experience are 
key to every successful real 

estate transaction. With more 
than 30+ years as REALTORS® 
and a lifetime of foreign service 

relocating, we are able to 
understand your needs, educate 
you about the home buying or 

selling process, and address your 
concerns before that big move. 

Please feel free to contact 
us at anytime! 

Lucille Ryan 
703-518-7626 

Joan Zerolis 
703-518-7289 

Toll Free 1-800-659-0729 
Fax 703-821-9150 

E-mail YRRLTRS@RIGHTEAM.COM 

Visit Our Internet Homepage at 
HTTP://WWW.RIGHTEAM.COM 

Averv/\ 
HessQ 
REALTORS 

8100 Boone Blvd., Suite 120 

^ Vienna, VA 22182 

SST @ Tysons Comer 

18 Years Experience 

Accredited Buyer Representative 
Certified Relocation Professional 
Certified Residential Specialist 

RE/MAX Hall of Fame 
NVAR Top Producer 

Life Member, Million $ Sales Club 
RE/MAX International Corporate Relocation Team 

Ramona has successfully helped over1,000families 
from the US and abroad relocate to the Northern 
Virginia area Call Ramona and ask for one of her 
signature Relocation Packages—packed full of 
Information to answer all your questions! 

E-Mail: ramonarm@usa.pipeline.com 

Office: (800) 3-RAMONA 
(703) 242-9622 

Home: (800) 966-6663 
(703) 620-2454 

Fax: (703) 242-9623 

RE/MAX 
Preferred Properties 

http://www.remax.com 
AOL - DIGITAL CITY WASHINGTON: DC HOMES 

Each office independently owned and operated 

Ramona Brandt 
for all your 

Real Estate Needs! 
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REAL ESTATE 

ON 

BALANCE 

WE ARE 

THE RIGHT 

PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 

TEAM 

TO WATCH 

OVER 

YOUR 

301 Maple Ave West 
Dogwood Building Suite C 

Vienna, VA 22180 
(703)938-0909 • FAX (703)281-9782 

Residential Real Estate 
Sales—Management 

Paying Too Much 
For Property 
Management? 

Also specializing in sales, buyer brokerage, 
investments, and real estate sales 
counseling. 
•6.5% Management Fee 
• Our office is open 7 days a week 
• Lease fee: 1/2 one month's rent for 1 year lease 
• Rental & Overseeing of Property 

Call or write for your free copy of one of 
our money saving reports. 

Mike Smith Jennifer Wheeler 
Associate Broker Real Estate Consultant 
Life Member NVAR 
Top Producer 

Re/Max Central, Inc. 
Visit our homepage: 6922-C Little River Tnpk 
http://remaxcentral.com Annandale, VA 22003 
Or e-mail us: (703) 354-9200 
homes@remaxcentral.com (800) 333-3077 

Specializing in Montgomery County 

Leasing Promote and market your property; 
advertising; use of MLS; quality tenants.. 

Management Inspection; 
emergency and normal maintenance... 

Accounting Collect rent; pay mortgage, fees, taxes... 

Professional Property 
Management, Inc. 

2416 Blueridge Ave., #206, Silver Spring. MD 20902 

301/946/4333 
Fax: 301/946-4220 

Ask our owners, they are our references. 

Representing the foreign service community 
for over 20 years in the management and 

careful oversight of residences in D.C., 
Maryland, and Virginia with a team of 

Foreign Service affiliated professionals. 

MGMB Inc. Realtors 
RENTALS & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
202-362-4480 facsimile: 202-363-8954 

Foxhall Square • 3301 New Mexico Ave., N.W. • Washington, l).C. 20016 
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REAL ESTATE 

While You’re A World Away, 

We’re Still Right Down the Street! 

Expert, personalized property management for your 
District of Columbia property: 

• Full service, including excellent tenant screening 
• In-house maintenance facilities 
• Comprehensive, computerized accounting 
• Property inspections 

Downtown Washington neighborhoods our specialty 
Foggy Bottom, Dupont Circle 
Logan Circle, Adams Morgan 

Woodley Park & NW, Capitol Hill 

375+ owners can’t be wrong! For more information on 
how we can take care of your property, e-mail us at 

F edcity@msn.com 

Federal City/Mowbray Associates, Realtors 
1541 14th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20005 
202-745-0700 

We are proud to have served the housing needs 
of President Wilson as we have served the real 
estate needs of the Nation’s Capital Area for 24 
Administrations. 

P^NDALL HAGNER 

SALES & RENTALS 

Downtown • 1321 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. • 202-857-4300 
Uptown • 3301 New Mexico Avenue, N.W. • 202-363-1122 

Westchester • 4000 Cathedral Avenue, N.W. • 202-857-4383 
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POSTCARD FROM ABROAD 
Hawking Christmas in China 

BY ANNE STEVENSON-YANG 

When I first lived in China in 
1985, Christmas was a 
dreary time of year and 

Beijing was at its grayest. Most 
Chinese had not even heard of the hol¬ 
iday, much less knew how to celebrate 
it. With other Westerners, I would do 
my best to generate a little circle of 
mirth. I’d borrow a little convection 
oven and cook my extravagantly expen¬ 
sive frozen turkey invite Chinese 
friends to a Christmas dinner — at 
which they would inevitably pour tire 
egg nog over tire turkey — and hang a 
few sprigs of evergreen on a string of 
medicinal berries. 

A decade later, the Avenue of 
Lasting Peace that winds through 
Tiananmen Square looks like an FAO 
Schwartz display Chinas big coastal 
cities become virtual Santas villages 
during the Christmas season, driven in 
equal parts by tire growing expatriate 
market for local celebrations, the over¬ 
flow of toys and Christmas decorations 
from assembly factories in Chinas 
south, and, perhaps, a dearth of really 
good holidays, the grinch of commu¬ 
nism having frowned upon the reli¬ 
gious, the lavish and the just plain fun. 
Still, tire average Chinese still doesn’t 
know when Christmas falls or why its 
celebrated. 

On Beijing’s main shopping streets, 
Dongdan and Wangfujing, wholesale 

Anne Stevenson-Yang, director of 
China operations of the U.S.-China 
Business Council, is a former editor 
of the Foreign Service Journal. She 
lives in Beijing. 

Is the holiday no 

more than a 

Hallmark 

transplant 

designed to tease 

money out of 

Chinese pockets? 

shops hawk pine cone wreaths, plastic 
pine boughs, Christmas tree balls, 
strings of lights and snow-frosted 
Santas. Upscale department stores 
devote counters to Christmas decora¬ 
tions presumed to be lovingly built by 
ancient craftsmen in the mountains of 
Austria, wind-up candelabras with 
skaters circling silver ponds to the 
tune of “Oh Christmas Tree” and 
Christmas balls with hand-painted 
drawings of fat-cheeked Victorian chil¬ 
dren singing carols. 

Last year, tire Friendship Store in 
the financial district put up a jolly hot- 
air-filled Santa nearly the size of a 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade bal¬ 
loon. Beijing No. 1 Kindergarten, 
somewhat confused, painted a mural 
of an angel descending to tire earth 
among animals of the African veldt. 
Catering to a mix of Western stragglers 

who did not manage to get home for 
Christmas and well-to-do Asians inter¬ 
ested in sampling a new fonn of sanc¬ 
tioned fun, hotels have begun to orga¬ 
nize elaborate, if synthetic, Christmas 
celebrations. They throw masquerade 
balls at which the wannabe elite wear 
fancy dresswear and masks, smoke cig¬ 
ars and sip pink champagne. 

To be sure, there are church services 
as well, so popular that most churches 
have resorted to issuing tickets for 
crowd control. The churches have a 
hard core of worshippers, mostly elder¬ 
ly people whose worshipping was mere¬ 
ly suspended during China’s bleakest 
era, but most of the pews are filled by 
young people who find it fashionable to 
appear at church on Christmas. 

Christinas has come to China on 
the wing of commercialism. Does that 
mean the holiday is nothing more than 
a Hallmark transplant designed to 
tease money out of Chinese pockets? 
There’s more to it. Christmas is tire 
opposite of a Chinese holiday: It 
involves family reunion, friends, intri¬ 
cate observances stretching over sev¬ 
eral days; it represents regeneration 
and hope. The big Chinese festivals as 
now observed in Beijing entail mostly 
cooking, eating and playing mah-jong. 
They just can’t compare. So this year, 
while the rest of the business and 
diplomatic community return home or 
flood the beaches in Thailand and 
Australia, I think I’ll stay in China 
again to celebrate Christmas. Pretty 
soon, this holiday may become a big¬ 
ger celebration here than at home in 
Washington, D.C. ■ 
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We’ll cover you there. 

Here, too 

No problem. 
You’re covered. 

It’s a blessedly simple plan: If you 
can get there, we’ll insure you. 

No matter where you go 
outside the United States. 

And always at the same low rates. 

The AFSA Insurance Plan. 
Simply the best. 

NAME 

For more information and an application, return this form via mail or fax, or call our 
AFSA desk directly for immediate answers to your questions. 

AFSA DESK • THE HIRSHORN COMPANY 

14 EAST HIGHLAND AVENUE • PHILADELPHIA, PA 19118 

PHONE: 215.z4z.8200 // 800.242.8221 // D.C.. AREA: 202.457.0250 • FAX: 215.247.6366 

ADDRESS 

The AFSA Personal Insurance Plan 



PRIVILEGE: 
a right, advantage, favor, or immunity specially granted to one 

1996 CHRYSLER CIRRUS 

As a member of the Diplomatic Corps, you are eligible for special privileges when you 
order a vehicle through Chrysler’s Diplomatic Purchase Program. They include pre¬ 
ferred savings; fast, personalized ordering assistance; and uncompromising service 
with Chrysler s worry-free worldwide warranty. Perquisites appropriate to your office. 

Choose from the full line of 1996 Chrysler Motors products: Chrysler. Plymouth and 
Dodge cars and minivans. Eagle cars, and Jeep, and Dodge trucks. 

Phone for personalized service. Your Personal Advisor will order the model and color 
you want with the equipment you w ant and quote the official Diplomatic price, including 
all applicable rebates. Your Personal Advisor can also arrange delivery anywhere in the 
US. or to most overseas locations. In other words, we set you free of tedious details. 

If you’d rather, fill out and mail or telefax the card on Page 11. You'll quickly receive 
a catalogue for the vehicle(s) of your choice. The Diplomatic Purchase Plan. It s the 
easy, money-saving way to start enjoying Chrysler’s many advantages. 

^ CHRYSLER 
W INTERNATIONAL 

DIPLOMATIC SALES 
IN THE U.S., PHONE YOUR PERSONAL ADVISOR AT 
1-800-877-7083 or (516)496-1806. TELEFAX: (516)677-3701 

Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation 


