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PRESIDENT’S VIEWS 
Economists Versus Economic Officers 

BY DAN GEISLER 

Tiis months issue contains several 
irticles on the International 

Monetary Fund, an institution funda¬ 
mental to the global economy. The 
recent economic meltdowns in East 
Asia, especially Indonesia, make this 
particularly timely. When “crisis” 
replaced “miracle” in our economic pol¬ 
icy lexicon for East Asia, State 
Department management also began 
questioning the Foreign Services ability 
to deal with hardball economic issues. 

Why didn’t our economic officers 
predict the wild gyrations that rocked 
Asian currency markets? Can our eco¬ 
nomic officers deliver serious macro- 
economic analysis in a crisis — or even 
in normal times? Have we let our 
Foreign Sendee workforce lose its 
edge? 

One suggestion diat I heard from a 
think-tanker was that we should hire 
technical talent on a short-term basis to 
fill needs like tlie one perceived in 
Indonesia. Need an economist? Rent 
an economist by putting him or her on 
a four-year limited Foreign Service 
appointment. That’s how the private 
sector deals with short-term technical 
needs: it contracts out. Can’t the 
Foreign Service do the same, not just 
with our generalist corps, but maybe 
with our specialists also? 

No, we can’t. What we need in any 
crisis — political, economic, adminis¬ 
trative (e.g. an evacuation) or consular 
— is not another technician. We need 
a crisis manager. In Jakarta, for exam- 

Dan Geisler is president of the 
American Foreign Service Association. 

When a crisis 

erupts, you need a 

crisis manager; not 

a technician. 

pie, we didn’t need more economists. 
Lord knows there were enough of 
them. We needed people who could 
influence economic policy. It’s not the 
same, and the difference is why we 
have a professional Foreign Service. 

Foreign Service officers deal with a 
breathtaking array of issues. There’s 
population, counter-terrorism, over¬ 
seas adoptions, trade barriers, military 
sales, arms treaties, status of diplomat¬ 
ic employees, and U.N. votes, just to 
name some that spring immediately to 
mind. Our officers rotate through a 
series of assignments requiring them to 
lead interagency teams staffed by peo¬ 
ple who have been working tire details 
of issues for years. Senior FSO 
Melinda Kimble’s leadership at the 
December 1997 Kyoto climate change 
talks is a good example. We neither 
require nor expect generalist FSOs to 
have die expertise that comes from 
years of technical work. We do expect 
them to provide the vision to translate 
technical expertise into foreign policy. 

Most important, we expect them to 

be able to influence people and shape 
events to further the U.S. national inter¬ 
est. That’s our mission, and it’s relatively 
invariant over a spectrum of issues. 

Foreign Service specialists, in addi¬ 
tion to their specific set of technical 
skills, also bring a unique ability to func¬ 
tion in a wide variety of situations, both 
domestic and foreign. Especially for¬ 
eign. Worldwide availability and the 
capacity to function abroad distinguish, 
for example, a Foreign Service nurse 
practitioner from his or her domestic 
service counterparts. 

This is why AFSA has such a pro¬ 
tective attitude toward Foreign Service 
positions. We opposed, for instance, 
the appointment of a distinguished 
State Department civil servant to the 
position of consul general to Sydney, 
Australia. We believe that such senior 
positions should be given to the 
Foreign Service officers who have 
been training for years to assume 
senior responsibilities. It is not that we 
bear some grudge against our Civil 
Service colleagues. In fact, we were as 
offended as they by the recent cable 
from a sitting American ambassador 
intimating that the Foreign Service 
holds a monopoly on brains and talent. 
Moreover, AFSA has negotiated a spe¬ 
cific procedure with State Department 
management that allows for Civil 
Service excursion tours in certain 
Foreign Service positions. 

But we believe that there’s a rea¬ 
son for having a professional Foreign 
Service. And that reason is what dis¬ 
tinguishes an economist from an 
economic officer. ■ 
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LETTERS 

Lugar: How it Really Works 
I congratulate the FSJ for “Friends, 

Foes on Capitol Hill: How Diplomats 
and Foreign Policy Fare in Congress” 
(January journal). The interaction — 
sometimes collision — of Congress and 
the Executive on foreign policy is too 
often overlooked or examined only in 
the heat of crises or in tl ic wake of 
failed foreign policy initiatives. 

Your articles were especially time¬ 
ly, given the importance of our foreign 
policy agenda this year. Iraq, Bosnia, 
NATO enlargement, IMF and U.N. 
funding and the Asian financial crises 
are among the issues requiring atten¬ 
tion. As we face this formidable agen¬ 
da together, I offer a few comments 
on your authors’ observations. 

Too often the executive branch 
regards Congress’ role in foreign poli¬ 
cy as an obstacle to be overcome. 
When coordinated properly, however, 
congressional participation can great¬ 
ly strengthen executive initiatives. 
Congress can provide a useful sound¬ 
ing board for executive policies, can 
enhance the executive expression of 
nation will and is indispensable in 
involving the American people in key 
decisions. 

The Foreign Service Journal welcomes 
your signed letters to the editor. Please 
mail letters to the Journal, 2101 E St., 
NW, Washington, D.C., 20037; fax to 

(202) 338-8244 or send via e-mail to 
joumal@afsa.org. Letters, which are 
subject to editing should include full 
name, title and post, address and day¬ 

time telephone number. 

The increased importance of tire 
appropriations process is a fact of life, 
but I caution against overdue emphasis 
on institutional factors. Knowing com¬ 
mittee jurisdictions and influence is 
important, but in die Senate the rights 

Our January 1998 cover illustration 
showing congressional players. That’s 
Sen. Lugar, lower right. 

and prerogatives of even die most junior 
members are expansive. Power to 
obstruct foreign policy priorities is not 
restricted to chairmen or even mem¬ 
bers of key committees. Increasingly, 
successful foreign policy legislation 
requires careful coalition building and a 
sustained effort to inform less-engaged 
members of die importance of die ini¬ 
tiative in question. 

The stereotypes about FSOs and 
staffers are well-known and contain 
some truth. However, members and 

staff who travel and spend time on 
international affairs usually have 
cooperative relations with foreign 
affairs agencies. We all should seek to 
increase the number of members and 
staffs engaged on foreign issues. 

There is no good shortcut to getting 
to know Congress. You have to work 
witii us, if not for us. You may find more 
friends in Congress than you expect. 1 
encourage foreign affairs agencies to 
widen tiieir circle of officers witii con¬ 
gressional experience. To this end, I 
strongly endorse two programs which 
promote executive/congressional coop¬ 
eration — die Congressional Fellows 
Program of the American Political 
Science Association (APSA) and the 
Pearson program. I am a Senate spon¬ 
sor of the APSA program and I regular- 

S ly seek a Congressional Fellow for my 
Q own office and urge my colleagues to do 
■ the same. 
I Finally, as Secretary Albright’s lat- 
z est tour d’horizon before the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee 
demonstrated, there is no shortage of 
tough issues facing us. We owe it to 
the American people to accept these 
challenges. We should not let recita¬ 
tions of inevitable problems in execu¬ 
tive/congressional relations deter us 
from striving to make things better. 

Sen. Richard G. Lugar 
(R-Ind.) 

Washington, D.C. 

The articles by Marguerite Cooper 
and William Seth Shepard (“Focus on 
Capitol Hill,” January Journal) war- 
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LETTERS 

rant thoughtful study by FSOs and 
others who may appear before a con¬ 
gressional committee, especially one 
on appropriations. 

In part as a result of the “executive 
wastepaper basket incident,” then- 
Deputy Under Secretaiy for 
Administration Loy Henderson estab¬ 
lished a policy of official/personal 
relationships based on mutual respect 
and trust with Chairman John Rooney 
and members of the appropriations 
subcommittee. Under the leadership 
of Isaac “Zeke” Carpenter, a veiy suc¬ 
cessful Nebraska businessman who 
had been appointed assistant secre¬ 
tary for administration, we did our 
best to implement Ambassador 
Hendersons policy. It brought us the 
funds required for the “new” State 
Department building and reasonable 
appropriations for State. Time brings 
changes in people and circumstances, 
but that policy worked then. It might 
work again. 

Thomas S. Estes 
Retired Ambassador 
Bradenton, Fla. 

Race and Immigration 
I was startled by A. Dane Bowen Jr.’s 

assertion that present-day immigrants, 
unlike earlier ones, are not heirs to 
Western civilization, (“Letters,” 
February Journal). Although some new 
immigrant groups do come from coun¬ 
tries with different cultural traditions, 
Bowen appears to have confused race 
and class with culture. 

Poverty and a lack of education 
among new immigrants make assimi¬ 
lation difficult, but that has always 
been tire case. In the 18th century, 
such immigrants — primarily English 
and Scotch-Irish — could be absorbed 
into tire frontier, to tire detriment of 
the Native Americans. Absent a fron¬ 
tier, we now must cope with tire prob¬ 
lem in our cities. 

In a most disturbing remark, 

Bowen states “The continued high 
racial tension between our two oldest 
immigrant groups, the whites and 
blacks, illustrates the difficulty of 
assimilating immigrants of rron- 
Westem origins.” To suggest that 
ninth or tenth generation African 
Americans are not “heirs” to Western 
civilization is outrageous. Of course 
they are. Their lack of full assimilation 
into U.S. society is due to their color, 
not to their cultural traditions. 

As a retired FSO descended from 
English, Scotch and German ances¬ 
tors, married to a Nigerian and with a 
multiracial son, I cannot join Mr. 

AN INVITATION 

Summer Fiction 

The Foreign Service Journal is 
seeking works of fiction of up to 
3,000 words for its annual sum¬ 
mer fiction issue. Preference will 
be given for Foreign Service set¬ 
tings, situations and characters. A 
small honorarium is offered. 

Submissions by mail, e-mail 
or fax may be made by May 1. 
Note: this deadline is earlier 
than previous years! Send to: 
Bob Guldin, Editor, Foreign 
Service Journal, 2101 E Street, 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20037, 
via e-mail to joumal@afsa.org 
or via fax to (202) 338-8244. No 
exceptions to the deadline. The 
top stories, chosen by the 
Editorial Board, will be pub¬ 
lished in the July/August issue 
of the Journal. 

Bowen in his concern about the eco¬ 
nomic effects of immigration on “our 
white children.” Immigration makes 
an easy target. I suggest that he also 
look at the predominantly white, 
male, highly paid management of 
major U.S. corporations, which, to 
earn the economic rewards of Wall 
Street, merge, downsize and move 
U.S. factories overseas where labor 
costs are lower, leaving fewer jobs for 
which children of all colors must 
scramble. This is simply considered 
“good business practice.” 

Mary C. Smith 
Retired FSO 
Arlington, Va. 

Sui-vis ing Strife in Moscow 
While my colleague Hans N. Tuch 

was seeking shelter under his desk dur¬ 
ing a violent anti-American demonstra¬ 
tion at our legation in Sofia (“Surviving 
the Cold War,” February Journal), I 
had a quite different experience in 
Moscow a few days later at a similar 
demonstration at the American 
Embassy. The spark was the same — 
the Middle East Six-Day War — as was 
tire profile of die demonstrators in die 
two countries — Arab students — but 
there the similarities end. 

I had just arrived in Moscow to 
begin a tour as cultural officer and, it 
being a beautiful day in June, I decid¬ 
ed to take a walk around the town. As 
I returned to the embassy I noted the 
marching crowd and, curious about 
everything Russian, I joined them and 
was swept along with the marchers as 
they approached the embassy. The 
Soviets, intent on avoiding violence, 
had everything under control. The 
demonstrators were orderly as they 
chanted their slogans and hurled pro¬ 
jectiles at the upper windows of the 
embassy, but there was no violence 
and, forewarned of the demonstra¬ 
tion, American embassy officials had 
removed their cars from the street. 
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And so it came about that a newly 
arrived FSO had an insiders view of a 
staged anti-American demonstration, 
which surprised odrer embassy officers 
as diey spied me among the demon¬ 
strators they were surveying from die 
chancery’s upper-floor windows. 

From then on I regularly took a 
break from reading telegrams to get 
out for a walk around Moscow or a 
call on a Soviet institution, a practice 
that never failed to turn up something 
of interest in that city of secrecy and 
intrigue. 

Yale Richmond 
Retired FSO 
Washington, D.C. 

USIA Critic Returns 
The reaction to my article in 

which I point out that USIA has 
ludicrously unrealistic goals, fails to 
attempt to assess the effectiveness of 
its efforts and is staffed by officers 
whose evaluations are completely 
subjective, and that these mutually 
reinforcing problems have led to an 
organization which has become a 
waste of taxpayer dollars, has been 
illuminating (“Learning from 
Failure,” December Journal). The 
editors received all of five letters in 
response, four of which, including 
the three containing negative reac¬ 
tions, it published in February. 

Claudia Anyaso was “furious” at 
what I wrote and her passionate but 
confused letter discussed activities at 
her last overseas post, Lagos, where 
the only reported result was that tire 
government shut down USIS pro¬ 
grams. John Quintus allowed that tire 
Venezuela Country Plan had prob¬ 
lems, but said that it wasn’t typical of 
our posts. Guy Fanner, who had been 
PAO in Caracas before my tour, cited 
two accomplishments there: press 
placement and high-level Venezuelans 
who were ex-Intenrational Visitors. I 
found Iris remarks most interesting as 

Iris self-proclaimed press placement 
success was attributed primarily to a 
Foreign Service National, thereby sup¬ 
porting my argument that these local 
hires could do most of the work cur¬ 
rently assigned to officers and at a frac¬ 
tion of tire cost to tire taxpayer. I sus¬ 
pect that the FSN’s salary was less than 
tire post’s yearly costs for Iris supervi¬ 
sor’s housing and furniture alone. What 
these three letters have in common is 
that none offers even the slightest 
argument against tire three mutually 
reinforcing problems I had outlined. 
Too, given the fact that tire agency was 
portrayed as all but completely dys¬ 
functional, its leadership is conspicu¬ 
ous in its absence from this debate. 

I have been contacted by another 
18 USIA employees, two of whom 
were neutral and sixteen highly com¬ 
plimentary of the article. While I don’t 
presume that three-quarters of agency 
personnel share my views, it would 
seem that they are more widely held 
than Anyaso, Quintus and Farmer (or 
I, prior to publication) believe. Absent 
any counter-arguments to my basic 
premises, I hereby move that they be 
accepted by acclamation. 

Howard Shapiro 
USIA 
Washington, D.C. 

Information Age Diplomacy 
The contributions of public diplo¬ 

macy to U.S. interests are obviously 
not recognized by everyone, includ¬ 
ing many State Department officials, 
who never focused on what public 
diplomacy is, what it has done and its 
potential in today’s multifarious world 
(“Integrating USIA into State,” 
December Journal). Equating “pub¬ 
lic affairs” with “public diplomacy,” as 
some have done, is a glaring example 
of a lack of understanding of the lat¬ 
ter term. 

It was thus, I guess, that Howard 
Shapiro’s article, “Learning from 

Failure,” was included among more 
generally positive views. Mr. Shapiro 
certainly sees things differently than 
do many of us. He bemoans the fact 
that die officers he served with were 
“generalists.” Did he expect experts 
in narcotics, finance, judicial reform 
and extradition treaties to be among 
the four USIA officers at his post? He 
compares USIA expenditures with 
those of AID and the World Bank. Is 
that a fair comparison? I think not. 
He legitimately complains of limited 
resources available to pursue 
Country Plan goals, but wonders, 
“How could anyone have hoped to 
accomplish them all simultaneously?” 
Never in my 32 years in USIA did I, 
nor my colleagues expect to “accom¬ 
plish all goals.” Simultaneously yet! 
But many were accomplished, as the 
record will show. He contends that 
field officers don’t risk negative opin¬ 
ions! If that is so, which I doubt, it is 
a far different Foreign Service than 
the one I was in. And when he calls 
the term”public diplomacy,” a term 
now in use for more than thirty years, 
an oxymoron, what would he substi¬ 
tute? As the recent report entitled “A 

Editor Wanted 
The Foreign Service Journal 

seeks to hire a part-time edi¬ 
tor and writer, to start late 
spring/early summer. Will 
edit and lay out the AFSA 
News section, work on other 
parts of the FSJ as needed. 
Candidates shonld have writ¬ 
ing and editing experience 
and knowledge of the Foreign 
Service. QuarkXpress a plus. 

Please contact the editor 
by mail, fax or by e-mail at 

guldin@afsa.org 
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New Diplomacy for the Information 
Age” by the U.S. Advisory 
Commission on Public Diplomacy 
notes, “Traditional diplomacy 
remains crucial as does [sic] military 
strength, adequate intelligence, and 
economic power. Those are what cre¬ 
ate a Bosnia peace accord or an 
Israeli-Palestinian Declaration of 
Principles. But only public support 
for these agreements will sustain 
them.” 

Mr. Shapiro apparently cannot see 
the difference between traditional 
diplomacy and public diplomacy even 
though that is, or was, his profession. 
His article presented a completely 
waiped description of public diploma¬ 
cy as many of us understand that term. 

The Journal has once again provid¬ 
ed a genuine service to its readers by 
publishing an issue focused on an 
important subject. May I add that the 
FSJ under Karen Krebsbachs steward¬ 
ship has been stimulating, to say the 
least. I join others in wishing her well. 

Allen C. Hansen 
Retired FSO 
McLean, Va, 

For Editorial Openness 
I was dismayed to read “Swan 

Song From a Lame Duck” by Karen 
Krebsbach (“Despatch,” December 
Journal) which reveals how difficult it 
has been for the editors to maintain a 
degree of openness in the pages of 
the magazine and especially in the 
letters to the editor. Given the nature 
of the diplomatic profession and the 
structure of State, frank expressions 
of views are rare enough, so when an 
individual has a view to put forward, it 
should find space in the Journal, no 
matter how controversial, if it is well 
conceived. 

As a member of the FSJ editorial 
board years ago, I found the boards 
method of reviewing articles cumber¬ 
some and I hope diat more responsi¬ 

bility has now been handed over to 
the professional staff. The one area 
where it seems there should be com¬ 
plete freedom for editorial discretion 
is in choosing the letters to the editor. 
If all else fails, a foreign affairs pro¬ 
fessional should be able to express his 
or her views, misgivings, gripes or 
attitudes in a well-written article or a 
letter to die editor that states the 
case. If the nervous reactions of 
careerism or the prejudices of the 
board members are allowed to filter 
these views, dien the value of the 
Journal to its readers is diminished. 

Please keep up the quality of the 
magazine. It has been enlightening 
and fun to read in recent years 
because of die degree of controversy 
that has crept into its pages. For those 
of us no longer in the Service the 
Journal is a window on the problems 
our active duty colleagues face and 
should present us with a balanced dis¬ 
cussion of diose issues, both substan¬ 
tive and administrative. 

Curtis Cutter 
Retired FSO 
Washington, D.C. 

Science Sells in Toky o 
I offer graphic evidence that the 

value of science officers can be quan¬ 
tified (“Speaking Out,” “Why Is the 
EST Cone Being Cut?” November 
Journal). When a U.S. aerospace 
company unexpectedly won a con¬ 
tract with Japans national space 
agency in 1997, the firm explicitly 
credited this success — an estimated 
half billion dollars in revenue over 10 
years and more than a hundred new 
high tech U.S. jobs created — to 
embassy advocacy. Because of their 
long association with the space 
agency, Embassy Tokyo science offi¬ 
cers Steve Tansky and Kathy Sullivan 
knew the agency’s leadership, pro¬ 
curement priorities and risk manage¬ 
ment psychology in great detail. They 
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knew exactly whom to approach, 
what to say and when to do it. It was 
with this input, as well as that of 
Jonathan McHale of the economic 
section, that FCS made the approach 
that resulted in one of the largest U.S. 
government advocacy success stories 
ever. 

From that experience, I learned 
how easy and stunningly successful 
interagency cooperation can be. I 
would also say that this single busi¬ 
ness success — as objectively evaluat¬ 
ed by the private sector — not only 
justified the salaries and overhead of 
two EST officers, but did so many 
times over. 

Edward Yagi 
Commercial Attache 
FCS Tokyo 

FSJ Blew Anonymity 
Last spring I submitted a very 

short piece entitled “The Visa 
Nightmare: A Few Personal Tales,” 
with a note suggesting anonymity 
since my purpose was not to embar¬ 
rass anyone but to contribute to the 
discussion of reform of the foreign 
affairs agencies. I wrote the piece 
because of concern over the quality of 
sendee given by the embassies in 
Bratislava and Prague, something I 
assumed was at least in part a result of 
budget problems, but which seemed 
to reflect also a lack of concern for 
unimportant customers, be they 
locals or Americans. What followed 
was itself a sort of nightmare. 

Editor Karen Krebsbach seemed 
to like the challenging nature of the 
piece, but said it was too short for an 
article and would be run as a letter. 
The anonymity suggestion troubled 
her, but I left it entirely up to her, 
simply reminding her that I did not 
seek to hide but only to avoid direct¬ 
ing attention to specific embassies or 
specific people serving drere. 

What resulted was rather silly. The 

Journal ran excerpts of its own choos¬ 
ing from my submission, saying die 
writer was a retired FSO in Slovakia 
who desired anonymity. That hardly 
provided anonymity, since I expect 
there is no other retired FSO living in 
this country. Then, in a December 
response to a letter from Donald 
Tyson, the editor lied by inventing the 
story' that I was “afraid of retaliation 
by FSOs and FSNs in the aforemen¬ 
tioned embassy.” 

To Mr. Tyson I would like to say 
simply diat I have no vested interest 
and no clients. I am not a visa “push¬ 
er,” just someone who thinks giving 
ordinary people good service at 
American posts abroad is important. 

Art Breisky 
Retired FSO 
Bardejov, Slovak 

Republic 

Dr. Susan Williamson 
Foreign Service women who 

served in Beirut during the years 
that Dr. Susan Williamson was die 
head of obstetrics and gynecology at 
American University in Beirut 
Hospital will be saddened to learn of 
her death in 1996 at age 79. I was 
only one of many who benefitted 
from her great medical skill and who 
were heartened and reassured by 
her warmth, humanity and compas¬ 
sion. As one grateful Foreign Sendee 
wife put it, “She was a godmother to 
all of us!” 

Contributions may be made to 
the Susan Whyte Williamson 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, The 
University of the South, 735 
University Avenue, Sewanee, TN 
37383-1000, or in her name to 
Womens Health Sendees of New 
Haven, Connecticut. 

Helene C. Balien 
Wife of Retired FSO 

Pierce K. Bullen 
Washington, D.C. ■ 
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“If you are 
careful during 
mine clearance 

then you are 
exposed lo rery 

little danger. 
On the other 

hand we 
believe in the 

destiny written 
by God. ” 

— NAJIHI LIAH. 

A ran t s DEMIXER, 

SPEAKJSV turn 

SCHOOLS PAIITICIPAT- 

IXG I S THE l . A . - 

SPOl\ SORED SC HOOTS 

DEMIXIXG PROJECT. 

U.N. WEB PAGE, 

MARCH I. 1998. 

STRANGER LIFTS 
STATE SECRETS 

During broad daylight, a “mystery 
man” walked into die State Department 
and helped himself to top secret docu¬ 
ments, reported Adam Zagorin of Time 
magazine. In the middle of an escalating 
crisis — the likely U.S. bombing of Iraq at 
the beginning of February — the man got 
past both main entrance and 7th-floor 
office security guards. There, he walked 
into die office of the execudve secretary, 
who manages die flow of paper among die 
departments top officials, especially docu¬ 
ments to and from the office of Secretary 
Madeleine Albright. 

The man, who was dressed in a brown 
tweed jacket, picked up a “zipped pouch 
containing the highest-level intelligence 
secrets of the U.S. government,” reported 
Zagorin March 16. In plain view, he then 
rifled dirough the pouch and dumped 
most of the contents into his briefcase and 
walked out. Nobody tried to stop him, 
according to Zagorin. But a couple of sec¬ 
retaries were worried about the man's 
presence and notified their superiors. 

Figuring out what was in the pouch is 
now a top FBI priority. “Undl the facts 
show odrerwise, agents assume the worst 
— that die material was stolen to be hand¬ 
ed over to a foreign power,” writes 
Zagorin. 

THE U.S. BILL OF 
[EXCLUSIVE] RIGHTS 

Two recent cases in the federal courts 
indicate diat die Bill of Rights does not 
apply to noncitizens of the United States, 
writes David Cole, a Georgetown law pro¬ 
fessor, in the Legal Times. 

“Unfortunately,” writes Cole in the 
February 23 article, die U.S. governments 
position is tiiat the Bill of Rights “set[s] 
forth a set of ad hoc contractual benefits 
that we have agreed to extend to our¬ 
selves,” instead of identifying basic human 
rights afforded to ah. 

One of the cases, U.S. v. Guitterez, 
concerns an illegal immigrant of 10 years 
who refused a Drag Enforcement Agency 
search of his home, citing the Fourth 
Amendment. The United States argued 
that foreigners who live here and who 
have violated the terms of then visas auto¬ 
matically forfeit Fourth Amendment pro¬ 
tection from police search and seizure. 

In the other case, Olsen v. Albright, the 
United States argued tiiat a State 
Department policy relying on racial and 
odier stereotypes when determining who 
gets issued a visa is perfectly legal. 

If the Supreme Court accepts the gov¬ 
ernments position in Guitterez, “that 
proposition would set government officials 
loose on all immigrants it believes are out 
of status,” Cole writes. “If a police officer 
knew or suspected that an individual was 
an illegal alien, the of ficer would be free to 
stop and search him with impunity.” 

VOTE UNLIKELY FOR 
GAY AMRASSADOR 

It doesn’t look like James Hormel will 
become the U.S. ambassador to 
Luxembourg. Witii only about 60 days left 
of this Congress and other pressing issues 
on die agenda, Sen. Majority Leader 
Trent Lott (R-Miss.) indicated he would 
not bring Honnels confirmation up for a 
vote, Senate staffers told die Journal in 
March. 

Hormel, 64, heir to the Hormel Meat 
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Co. fortune, is a San Francisco philan¬ 
thropist, who supports gay organizations 
and other causes. He is a prominent 
Democratic campaign contributor. 

Although the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee in November reported 
Hormels confirmation out of committee 
for a vote in die full Senate, it has gone 
nowhere since then. Three senators — 
Tim Hutchinson (R-Ark.), James M. 
Inhofe (R-Okla.), and Robert Smith (R- 
N.H.) — have placed open holds on his 
confirmation and several other members 
of Congress have done so anonymously. 
Some opponents say Hoimel would pro¬ 
mote a gay life style in Luxembourg. 

While the holds technically don’t mean 
Lott could not bring up Hormels confir¬ 
mation for a vote, Senate staffers say it is 
highly unlikely. 

NATO EXPANSION 
SLATED AND DEBATED 

The planned expansion of NATO to 
include Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic has been getting a lot of atten¬ 
tion from a small cadre of foreign policy 
experts, and not many other people. In an 
attempt to broaden the audience for this 
issue, two heavy hitters on European and 
Russian issues conducted an online debate 
under the auspices of Slate, Microsoft’s 
World Wide Web magazine 
(www.slate.com). 

Arguing for NATO expansion was 
Deputy Secretary' of State Strobe Talbott; 
taking the con side was former ambas¬ 
sador to tire Soviet Union Jack Matlock. 

One interesting twist; an online poll gives 
readers the opportunity to vote on tire topic 
debated. The latest count: 62 percent for 
NATO expansion, 38 percent opposed. 

CONSUL GENERAL 
TAKES HIS FIRST TRIP 

A former economist who never has 
been posted overseas has landed the cov¬ 
eted consul general post in Sydney, 
Australia, reported The Washington 
Post’s Al Kamen. Richard L. Greene is 
currently tire Department of State’s chief 
financial officer. Greene got the assign¬ 
ment over 42 career Foreign Service offi¬ 
cers. Some career FSOs have protested 
the move. 

Stanley Roth, assistant secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacific affairs, 
pleaded with Director General of tire 
Foreign Service Edward W. “Skip” 
Gnehrn Jr. to change the decision and 
appoint somebody with more overseas 
experience, according to the Feb. 18 Post 
article. The Post said Roth is worried 
Greene will not be able to handle effec¬ 
tively responsibilities for the upcoming 
2000 Olympics being held in Australia. 

SUSPECTED SPY 
SEEKS PENSION 

Suspected spy and former diplomat 
Felix Bloch is suing the State 
Department to restore his retirement 
pension, according to The Associated 
Press. Bloch, 62, was suspended without 
pay after he was spotted in 1989 passing 
a briefcase to a Soviet agent, according to 
the Feb. 13 article. After the department 
scheduled a hearing to dismiss him, 
Bloch in July of 1990 resigned after 31 
years in the Foreign Service. Bloch’s 
lawyers claim the former FSO is entitled 
to retirement benefits because he never 
was charged or convicted of “crimes of 
disloyalty to the United States.” 

YEARS ADI 
“The impact of great 

events which have thrust 
America into an ineluctable 
role of leadership in world 
affairs has not escaped the 
present college generation, 
but many students reveal 
by their questions a lack of 
awareness of the extent to 
which the Foreign Sendee 
has been affected by these 
changes,” wrote William P. 
Maddox in the April 1948 
Journal. “Here and there 
crops up evidence of the 
popular stereotypes about 
the Foreign Sendee which 
stem from pre-Rogers 
years when the Sendee was 
regarded as a rich-man’s 
club, or from an even earli¬ 
er era when it was the play¬ 
ground of political spoils¬ 
men.” 

He added: “A vast num¬ 
ber are unaware ... it is a 
consolidated “foreign” ser¬ 
vice of all the principal civil 
agencies of government, 
and that... it performs func¬ 
tions requiring many varied 
and technical skills, and an 

increasingly high level of 
professional competence.” 
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“Anybody• who 
wants to be an 

ambassador 
must at least 

give $250,000." 

— PRESIOEXT BK nuu) 

NIXON TO CHIEF OF 

STMTH.R. HALDFMAN 

IX 1971 (FROM 

IllXENTL 1 RELEASED 

WHITE HOI SE TAPES). 

THE BUSINESS 
OF DIPLOMACY 

The Clinton administration's for¬ 
eign policy motto could be Calvin 
Coolidge’s line that “the business of 
America is business.” The administra¬ 
tion’s focus on diplomacy has changed 
from the traditional focus on geopoliti¬ 
cal issues to geoeconomic concerns, 
according to an article by Lawrence 
Kaplan in the February issue of 
Commentary. 

However, this new approach has led 
to some highly visible embarrass¬ 
ments. “Thus,” says the article, “dur¬ 
ing the first Clinton term, the White 
House held America’s military rela¬ 
tionship with a key ally — Japan — 
hostage to a dispute over car parts, 
even as it encouraged trade and 
investment agreements with real or 

potential adversaries like Syria, North 
Korea and China.” 

Likewise, the 1995 decision to 
deregulate the export of supercomput¬ 
ers led to Russia’s ministry of atomic 
energy acquiring “four of them for the 
country’s premier nuclear weapons lab¬ 
oratory. Soon it was reported that one 
of the 47 supercomputers sold to China 
... had surfaced at a military research 
institute.” The aiticle cites a 1997 CIA 
report, which says the Chinese “are 
now the world’s most significant suppli¬ 
er of weapons of mass destruction and 
related goods and technology.” 

“The defects of commercial diplo¬ 
macy ... have been apparent for 
decades. Security, political liberty and 
national preeminence are not sec¬ 
ondary goals, nor can they be achieved 
by means of sheer acquisitiveness,” the 
article concluded. ■ 
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SPEAKING OUT 
What Do Secretaries Want? 

BY LINDA EICHBLATT 

Last fall and again recently 
Foreign Service cable traffic 
has been full of salvos from 

around the world about the plight of 
Foreign Service secretaries. Some 
secretaries wrote measured respons¬ 
es to perceived unfair personnel 
practices. Others poured out their 
grievances and frustrations in what at 
times seemed like tirades. More 
recently, several ambassadors added 
their voices to the debate in response 
to a cable from Director General of 
the Foreign Service Edward W. 
Gnehm Jr. outlining his response to 
“a work force that perceives its talents 
are poorly utilized by supervisors.” 

The State Department has a secre¬ 
tarial problem, with morale among 
Foreign Service Secretaries at an all- 
time low. 

The number one complaint among 
FS secretaries is lack of promotion 
opportunities. Only five pay grades are 
open to secretaries, starting with FS- 
08, with a pay range of from $22,338 to 
$26,673, through FS-04, with a pay 
range of from $38,586 to $46,074. In 
addition, secretaries are frequently 
stuck in a grade for years, leaving them 
with little hope for climbing the pay 
ladder. In an attempt to remedy this 
situation, State explored using a “band- 
ing” system from 1991 to 1996. The 
system would have grouped secretaries 
into junior, intermediate and senior 
levels and required that they have pre- 

Linda Eichblatt, a political officer at 
Embassy Lisbon, entered the Foreign 
Service as a secretary in 1991. 

The State 

Department has a 

secretarial problem, 

with morale among 

Foreign Service 

secretaries at an 

all-time low. 

scribed levels of training and meet sev¬ 
eral standards for promotion. The sys¬ 
tem implied promotions after three to 
four years in a grade and held out the 
promise that secretaries could apply 
for some non-secretarial jobs, but it 
was never implemented because most 
secretaries found it too cumbersome; it 
made them jump through too many 
hoops. Bogged down in cumbersome 
rules and amid secretarial grousing, the 
banding system died a natural death 
last year. At the same time, for reasons 
unknown to me, State decided to limit 
to FS-04 the highest rank to which a 
secretary could expect to rise during a 
career. Previously, top secretaries 
could aspire to reach FS-03 — the 
same rank as mid-level Foreign 
Service officers — and a salary of from 
$47,619 to $56,860. The Foreign 
Service made a mistake when it decid¬ 

ed to eliminate all FS-03 secretarial 
positions, a point made by several 
recent cables. Now secretaries who 
have risen to FS-04 have reached the 
secretarial glass ceiling. 

Giving secretaries more administra¬ 
tive promotions at the beginning of their 
careers would help break the impasse. 
Following entry into the Foreign 
Service, officers and specialists are auto¬ 
matically promoted one grade a year for 
two years without having to compete for 
promotions. Secretaries, the only group 
of employees who must compete for 
promotions below tire grade of FS-05, 
only receive one administrative promo¬ 
tion. The State Department should offer 
newly hired secretaries the same playing 
field offered to other employees by giv¬ 
ing them two administrative promotions 
and the opportunity to reach the FS-06 
pay grade in two-and-a-half years before 
they have to compete for promotions. 

In addition to promotion opportu¬ 
nities, secretaries want respect for their 
professional skills. They sometimes 
feel unappreciated by their FSO 
supervisors, whom they describe as 
“arrogant” and “elitist.” Secretaries 
need to feel they are part of the team; 
they need to be included in decisions, 
meetings and policy discussions. 

One ambassadors secretary whose 
responsibility includes supervision of 
ffie protocol office, told me that FSOs 
routinely make use of protocol person¬ 
nel without informing her. She won¬ 
ders if she is invisible. In one of the 
barrage of cables, an innovative deputy 
chief of mission in Singapore said that 
not one in ten supervisors knows how 
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to make good use of secretarial abilities 
and suggested that incoming officers 
and secretaries participate in joint ori¬ 
entation classes, a terrific idea. 

Another issue for Foreign Service 
secretaries is the holing, unchalleng- 
ing nature of their work. Thanks to 
computerization, most FSOs now 
type, proofread, print and transmit 
them own reporting cables, so tradi¬ 
tional secretarial duties have been 
eliminated. That leaves secretaries 
with the boring job of covering the 
phones and fifing. Furthermore, as 
several secretaries pointed out in 
their cables, there is very little dif¬ 
ference in job responsibilities 
between the lowest ranked FS-08 
and highest ranked FS-04 secretary. 
No matter what is written in job 
descriptions, work challenges do not 
increase with promotions. 

Equal Pay for Equal Value 
The Foreign Service could better 

utilize its secretaries by broadening its 
definition of support positions. Two 
groups make up the specialist cadre in 
the Foreign Service: predominantly 
male communicators and information 
managers, who are trained to operate 
communications equipment at 
embassies, and predominantly female 
secretaries. Although both jobs are 
support positions, communicators and 
information managers can be promot¬ 
ed to higher pay grades tiran secre¬ 
taries. Wiry must other positions cany 
a liigher pay grade? Only someone 
with traditional, sexist attitudes would 
argue that secretarial skills are worth 
less dian other specialists’ skills. 
Besides, many secretaries have been 
trained to operate communications 
equipment at small posts, and one FS 

secretary has been trained to install, 
program and maintain die classified 
computer system. Odiers will surely 
follow. Isn’t it time for employees in 
these support positions to receive 
equal pay for work of equal value, 
regardless of sex? 

If FSOs could be convinced to use 
voice mail or answering machines, 
secretaries could be released from 
die chains that bind them to tiieir 
chairs to perform non-traditional 
duties. For example, secretaries 
could prepare and deliver routine 
demarches; serve as control officers 
for official visits; serve as union, 
Federal Women’s Program or EEO 
representatives; compile routine eco¬ 
nomic reports detailing a country’s 
percentage of imports from and 
exports to the United States; collect 
biographical data; work in visa sec- 
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tions during peak season; write rou¬ 
tine cables and briefing papers and 
do research for FSOs’ cables. 

FS secretaries also need more 
training. When I entered the Foreign 
Service as a secretary in 1991, it was 
unheard of to give secretaries the 
same level of language training as that 
received by officers. Now many 
receive 24 weeks of major world lan¬ 
guages, training that enables them to 
read local papers and handle tele¬ 
phone calls intelligentiy. That’s an 
improvement. It would also help if 
more secretaries received basic con¬ 
sular and general services courses 
and were allowed to compete for jobs 
in the consular and administrative 
sections. 

Last year some excellent secre¬ 
taries competed for promotions into 
jobs in budget and finance, general 

services and personnel under States 
“functional specialization” program 
designed to move secretaries into 
these specialties. Many traveled to 
Washington at their own expense, 
passed all written and oral examina¬ 
tions for the program and then were 
not selected because only two posi¬ 
tions were designated for secretaries 
in 1997. Later, the State 
Department recruited from outside 
to fill jobs in these same three fields. 
Under the now defunct “banding” 
system secretaries could fill some 
junior FSO assignments, but that 
program has also gone by die way- 
side. State Department manage¬ 
ment is missing a qualified pool of 
applicants right under its nose and 
should make more efforts to open up 
jobs to secretaries, especially in 
hard-to-fill assignments. 

State could also do more to help 
secretaries become more upwardly 
mobile. By learning a variety of skills 
early in their careers, secretaries 
could move up into other Foreign 
Sendee jobs later in their careers. 
This plan would save State money 
because not as many employees 
would have to be recruited from the 
outside; it would also benefit FSOs, 
many of whom must leave the 
Foreign Service when they reach 
senior levels to make room for the 
large number of junior officers need¬ 
ed to staff visa lines and administra¬ 
tive sections abroad. 

Foreign Service secretaries serve 
in the same hardship posts with the 
same degree of loyalty as other FS 
employees. It is time to recognize 
their contributions and reward 
them fairly. ■ 
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Swan Songs and Jou rnalistic Integrity 

BY TOM BOYATT 

In the summer of 1990 I found 
myself with a group of senior 
military officers in a secret 

bunker doing the initial planning for 
what became Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. Intense activity alter¬ 
nated with periods of boring inactivi¬ 
ty. To combat the latter, our group 
began a competition to create the 
most accurate and amusing oxy¬ 
moron of our times. 

I could not resist opening with 
that old standby, “military intelli¬ 
gence.” My colleagues countered 
with “State Department action offi¬ 
cer.” And so the straggle raged inter¬ 
mittently for days. Terrific examples 
of the genre were produced: “Arab 
moderate,” “Israeli courtesy call” and 
“European ally” were among my 
favorites. At the end of our assign¬ 
ment there was a clear and unani¬ 
mous winner. The Oxymoron of Our 
Times Award went to “journalistic 
integrity.” 

The view of the media embodied 
in this oxymoron is, for better or 
worse, widely shared by senior gov¬ 
ernment officials and the public at 
large. Poll after poll shows the media 
ranking even well below lawyers and 
congressmen in public esteem — on 
a par with the modem version of 
horse-thieves. Why? Nuanced 
answers are possible and useful, but I 

Ambassador Thomas Boijatt; is current¬ 
ly the treasurer of AFSA, and was pre¬ 
viously AFSA president and vice presi¬ 
dent. Since retirement in 1985, he has 
been active in business and education. 

The Governing 
O 

Board is not in 

the business of 

censoring the FSJ. 

would sum it up in one word: arro¬ 
gance. This media arrogance is daily 
thrust upon us all, misleadingly 
cloaked in arguments about “truth” 
and “independence.” Botii the oxy¬ 
moron “journalistic integrity” and 
media arrogance came to mind when 
I read the “Swan Song of a Lame 
Duck” by former editor Karen 
Krebsbach in the December issue of 
FSJ. 

Krebsbach argues that the Journal 
belongs to the people of the Foreign 
Service, who deserve the “truth.” No 
argument there. However, she elabo¬ 
rates by stating her assumption that 
only journalists and editors know the 
“truth” and are anointed to present it 
to the people. The reality is other¬ 
wise and the people know it. The real 
choice is not between the coura¬ 
geous journalist or editor delivering 
tlie “truth” as opposed to the mere¬ 
tricious spokesman or publisher 
delivering the “spin.” The reality is 
that any reader/viewer must make his 
or her way between the spin of the 

journalist and editor driven by their 
prejudices, job requirements or 
ambitions and the spin of the 
spokesperson or the preference of 
the publisher. 

The reciprocal of the “truth” argu¬ 
ment is the “independence” argu¬ 
ment. Krebsbach strongly implies 
that the omniscient and benevolent 
editor of the Journal must be totally 
independent of all evil supervision 
and guidance from the Editorial 
Board or the AFSA Governing Board 
to facilitate an unhindered quest for 
(guess what?) journalistic integrity, 
and must be free to edit at subjective 
will the waitings of contributors. That 
view' does not meet the test of reality 
either. Every reporter and editor of 
every media outlet in the country 
works for and receives guidance 
from a publisher who pays the bills. 
The Washington Post in articles and 
editorials reflects the left-of-center 
views of its publisher; The Princeton 
Alumni Weekly does not devote 
space to die Harvard faculty; and 
CNN spins it the way Ted Turner 
wants it spun. 

The Journal as the official publi¬ 
cation of a professional organization 
is managed in die same fashion as 
other publications of commercial 
and professional organizations. 
There is a publisher -— in our case 
die AFSA Governing Board elected 
by and responsible to the organiza¬ 
tions membership — which sets 
overall guidance and pays for the 
publishing of the Journal. The 
Governing Board appoints an 
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Editorial Board which oversees the 
magazines content. The AFSA 
Governing Board is required by the 
bylaws to give general guidance to 
the Journal and to hire the editor, 
establishing a context for mutual loy¬ 
alty and respect. 

The above issues go to matters of 
governance, more in the nature of 
straightforward corporate relations 
and common sense. More serious are 
Krebsbachs allegations of censorship 
by the Governing Board. These 
charges, which are false, require a 
clear response reflecting AFSAs val¬ 
ues sustained for almost 75 years. 

The former editors swan song 
asked if readers of the Journal 
agreed with those Governing Board 
members who want the magazine to 
publish only positive articles about 
the Foreign Service. This characteri¬ 
zation of Governing Board views is 
grotesquely false and, therefore, very 
unfair. Regrettably, letters to the edi¬ 
tor in the February Jou rnal indicate 
that some AFSA members were 
taken in by these phony charges. The 
truth is otherwise. 

First, many members of the 
Governing Board have participated 
in dissent and criticism with respect 
to foreign policy and Foreign Service 
issues in fora a lot more difficult and 
dangerous than the AFSA context. 
We have fought for openness to per¬ 
mit controversy and “informed out- 
rage” and we have the scars (and 
awards) to prove it. There are no 
aspirations for blandness on this 
Board, or any others I have known. 

Second, the Governing Board is 
not involved in any way in accepting, 
rejecting or changing articles. That is 
the job of the Editorial Board, which 
sets its own terms of reference. I 
have been personally involved in 
Governing Boards for 10 of the last 
30 years and I know of no case — 
repeat no case — in which the 

Governing Board has intervened to 
suppress or alter the content of the 
FSJ. Indeed, the best evidence of 
this policy is Krebsbachs sour-spirit¬ 
ed swan song itself. The attack on 
AFSAs Governing Board was pub¬ 
lished without interference; nor was 
there any consultation with the full 
Editorial Board. This reality belies 
the allegation of censorship. 

The above is not to say that Board 
members agree with Journal content 
uncritically. I, and other Board and 
non-Board members, objected to the 
reprint in the magazine of a newslet¬ 
ter clipping chiding the secretary of 
State for non-involvement in her 
Jewishness. Our view was, and is, 
considering all the material available 
on Secretary Albright, that the publi¬ 
cation of a gratuitous, mean-spirited, 
ad feminem attack was unfair, incon¬ 
sistent with AFSAs professional val¬ 
ues and certainly did not establish 
the Journal’s journalistic integrity. 

Finally, as a practical matter the 
AFSA Governing Board is not and 
does not wish to be involved in the 
day-to-day management of the 
Journal. As long as the Board's gen¬ 
eral guidance is observed, the maga¬ 
zine is managed within budget, and 
the basic norms of decency and fair¬ 
ness are met, the Journal functions 
independently. When there are 
problems in any or all of these areas, 
the Governing Board makes appro¬ 
priate changes. In fact, we have a 
new editor and we wish him well. 

Krebsbach made many contribu¬ 
tions to the Journal during her 
tenure. As she noted in her swan 
song, the Journal in the end does 
belong to the people of AFSA. And 
eveiy two years the members elect a 
new AFSA Governing Board, which 
inter alia, is responsible for the 
Journal and must assure that the 
publication reflects the values and 
priorities of the organization. ■ 

An Invitation 
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For Summer Fiction 
The Foreign Service Journal is 

seeking works of fiction of up to 
3,000 words for its annual sum¬ 
mer fiction issue. Preference will 
be given for Foreign Service set¬ 
tings, situations and characters. A 
small honorarium is offered. 

Submissions by mail, e-mail 
or fax may be made by May 1. 
Note: this deadline is earlier 
than previous years! Send to: 
Bob Guldin, Editor, Foreign 
Service Journal, 2101 E Street, 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20037, 
via e-mail to joumal@afsa.org 
or via fax to (202) 338-8244. No 
exceptions to the deadline. The 
top stories, chosen by the 
Editorial Board, will be pub¬ 
lished in the July/August issue 
of the Journal. 
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Focus ON MULTILATERALS 

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS 

IN CONGRESS, LEFT AND RIGHT 

BOTH TARGET THE IMF, BUT FOR 

RADICALLY DIFFERENT REASONS 

BIJ Miles Pamper 

t should be easy to dismiss Representatives Ron Paul and Bemie Sanders as 

aberrations. Paul, a Texas Republican, was the 1988 Libertarian Party candidate for president. He wants to get rid of gun 

control, return America to the gold standard, and legalize marijuana and prostitution. 

Sanders is Congress’s only socialist, a Vermont representative who calls for progressive tax reform and a single-payer 

national health-care system in an era dominated by the conservative politics of House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) and 

President Clintons declaration that “the era of big government is over.” 

Indeed, tire two lawmakers normally find themselves well outside the congressional mainstream, and on opposite ends 
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of debates. But this year, their views 

are almost run-of-the-mill on a key 

legislative debate: both believe 

Congress should not support 

President Clinton s request to extend 

an $18 billion credit line to the 

International Monetary Fund. 

In fact, they represent the ideo¬ 

logical bookends of a growing debate 

in the U.S. Congress, particularly in 

the House of Representatives, about the value of interna¬ 

tional institutions, such as the IMF and the United 

Nations, to Americas national interests. 

The debate reflects the vast social, political, and eco¬ 

nomic changes that have occurred in the United States 

since American leadership helped forge those institu¬ 

tions half a century ago after the Second World War. 

While having taken on an increased urgency since 

Republicans took control of Congress in 1994, the con¬ 

troversy crosses the usual party lines and ideological 

boundaries, uniting lawmakers as different as Sanders 

and Paul and even dividing traditionally close allies like 

House Democratic Leader Richard Gephardt of 

Missouri and House Democratic Whip David Bonior. 

Virtually all of the participants in the debate, including 

the Clinton administration, agree that the institutions 

have not kept pace with a new world order where an 

increasingly interdependent global economy and the end 

of the Cold War leave Americans a greater range of 

choices, but also potentiid new risks. 

Some on Capitol Hill and in the Clinton administra¬ 

tion argue that international institutions can be reformed 

or new ones created to keep pace with die changes in the 

international order. For example, right now officials at 

the Treasury and the Federal Reserve Bank are develop¬ 

ing proposals for institutions that would force the private 

sector, rather than the IMF, to accept a greater share of 

the costs of future bailouts. And centrist lawmakers like 

House Banking Committee Chairman James Leach (R- 

lowa) are calling for the IMF to open up its books and 

meetings and make a host of changes in the way it does 

business. 

Miles Pomper, a former FSO, is a reporter for Legi¬ 

slate News Service, the online congressional news ser¬ 

vice of The Washington Post. 

But like Sanders and Paul, there 

are a considerable number of law¬ 

makers on both sides of the aisle who 

believe that these institutions may be 

beyond redemption and who rail at 

their own inability to change these 

international bodies. Free to imagine 

the world anew-; they say that the cur¬ 

rent concerns of these institutions are 

best left to the private sector and 

national governments to handle. Tfie proposed $18 billion in credit for the IMF has 

become a particular target of criticism from 

younger and more conservative Republicans. GOP 

intellectual bastions like the Heritage Foundation and the 

Wall Street Journal editorial page regularly decry the pro¬ 

posed money as “corporate welfare.” 

The criticism comes despite the fact that Congress will 

not actually be giving any money away to the IMF. Rather, 

it is investing $18 billion in the IMF (aid earning market 

rates on its investment), which the IMF, like a commercial 

bank, can then lend to affected countries. Since putting die 

money in tire IMF is no worse than keeping it in the U.S. 

Treasury, U.S. officials do not consider the credit line for 

budgetary purposes and so it will not affect the Clinton 

administrations hopes of achieving a balanced budget, if 

not a surplus, in die 1999 Fiscal Year. 

Nonetheless, the dominant Republican view is drat 

the IMF distorts the normal functioning of the free mar¬ 

ket, perpetuates a self-serving bureaucracy and artiflcial- 

ly sustains governments that do not pursue appropriate 

economic policies. 

“The market mechanism is dulled by actions of the 

IMF,” said Rep. Tom Campbell (R-Calif.) at a recent 

Banking Committee session. “If you trust the market, the 

market will send signals of where capital should flow.” 

And many Republicans believe that, whatever bene- 

flts die IMF provided in previous years, its time has 

As Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman 

Jesse Helms put it recently, ‘The IMF, like many organi¬ 

zations created in the wake of World War II, reflects a 

bygone era. ... Some of us are wondering whether the 

IMF is a worn-out jalopy tiiat should be traded in for die 

free market model.” 

Congress is responding to 

a grassroots anger at 

institutions that seem to 

cater more to bankers 

than to ordinary citizens. 
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Both Republicans and Democrats alike have respond¬ 

ed to a broad grassroots anger at what Americans see as a 

government more eager to cater to the needs of bankers 

and business than of ordinary folk. 

Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) who represents an 

inner-city neighborhood in Los Angeles pointed out that 

“some of these banks do not want to invest in inner-city 

neighborhoods because there is too much risk.... Shouldn’t 

these banks have been as diligent in evaluating the risks in 

East Asian countries as they are in inner-city neighbor¬ 

hoods or rural areas?” 

Paul, unveiling legislation in January to abolish the 

IMF, made a similar point. 

“The big bankers and investors quite correctly sup¬ 

port the notion of less government and economic liber¬ 

ty when we talk about their profits, but when losses 

occur they are quick to call for the government to 

socialize the burden,” he said. 

Democrats Divided 
Liberals, like Sanders and Bonior, the Democratic 

whip, also have their own concerns about the IMF. They 

see tire increasing integration of the global economy as a 

threat to some hard-won domestic gains: There’s little 

benefit to high labor standards or strict environmental pro¬ 

tections if firms move jobs overseas to avoid them. 

Those concerns initially led Bonior to stick to a tack 

similar to tire one that he and other Democratic leaders 

employed in last year’s fast-track trade debate. 

During that debate Bonior and Gephardt worked 

together to stymie President Clintons bid to win authority 

to negotiate new trade agreements that would then be sub¬ 

ject to an up-or-down vote, without amendment, on 

Capitol Hill. They insisted that negotiators also be given 

tire authority to address foreign countries’ labor practices 

or environmental laws. v 

In the IMF debate, Bonior initially said that he would 

only support IMF aid to countries that agree to not only 

institute economic reforms but also enhance labor, envi¬ 

ronmental, and human rights protections. 

Democrats, Bonior said, should not support airy IMF 

program that “imposes air economic stranglehold on work¬ 

ing people, tramples democratic rights, ignores dre under¬ 

lying cause of instability and then asks the American tax¬ 

payer to foot die bill.” 

By taking that stance, Bonior originally distanced him¬ 

self from Majority Leader Gephardt and President 

Clinton. 

In his State of the Union speech dais January, Clinton 

said that aid for struggling Asian economies was in the U.S. 

national interest and essentially took priority over odrer 

longer-range U.S. goals. 

“These countries are our customers — and if Asia sinks 

into recession drey won’t be able to buy the goods we want 

to sell diem. They are our competitors — and if their cur¬ 

rencies lose dieir value, the price of their goods will drop, 

hooding our market and others with cheap goods, making 

it tough for us to compete,” Clinton said. 

Using similar logic, Gephardt wrote Rubin in 

December, saying he supported dre administration’s policy 

in Asia. 

“Clearly the current crisis demands action,” Gephardt 

wrote1. “It is not in our interests to allow the economies in 

East Asia or elsewhere to be in a free-fall.” 

In tire end, Democrats reached an internal compromise 

closer to die position of Gephardt and Clinton tiran to tiiat 

of Bonior and odrer liberals. 

The administration agreed to call for die IMF to be 

more accountable to Congress and dre American public. 

For example, die treasury secretary would be required to 

give annual testimony on the IMF to Congress. 

Lawmakers also called for die creation of an advisory 

board — including members of labor unions and environ¬ 

mental groups — to guide U.S. representatives in deciding 

on IMF loans. 

In response, Bonior and otiier liberals agreed to drop 

dieir demand for striedy conditioning the loans on odrer 

non-eeonomic issues. 

For example. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) had joined 

with otiier liberal lawmakers in sending a letter to Rubin in 

November opposing aid to Indonesia because of drat 

country’s human rights record. 

Three months later, Pelosi, an ardent environmentalist 

who serves as the ranking Democrat on the appropriations 

panel that handles foreign aid, had toned down her 

demands on labor, human rights and environmental issues. 

Following die Clinton administration’s lead, she said these 

issues should be discussed on a separate, bilateral basis, 

rather tiran being a condition for IMF assistance. 

Pelosi and other lawmakers had been encouraged by 

the stance taken by tire AFL-CIO, which wields consider¬ 

able power within tire Democratic Party. 
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Thomas Palley, assistant direc¬ 

tor for public policy at the 

AFL-CIO, said labor groups 

are concerned that the devaluations 

called for in the IMF programs wall 

lead Asian countries to export their 

way out of debt and lead to the loss of 

hundreds of thousands of U.S. jobs. 

So, unlike the fast-track debate 

where labor launched a high-level lob¬ 

bying and advertising blitz, he said the AFL-CIO is work¬ 

ing with the administration and members of Congress to 

press the IMF to refashion its policies. The unions want 

the IMF to place a greater emphasis on workers and envi¬ 

ronmental rights, slow the flow of international financial 

transactions, and usher in less drastic austerity programs 

overseas. But they are not about to hold up the funds. 

“It’s not the IMF that’s wrong, it’s die policies that aren’t 

working. We’re trying to work that out constructively” 

Palley said. 

While Democrats, relieved of pressure from a key 

interest group, arc more amenable to funding for the IMF, 

tire intraparty politics of the GOP make it less likely that as 

many Republicans will seek a compromise with the White 

House on the issue. 

On an intellectual level, support for multilateral organi¬ 

zations is out of kilter with the prevailing ideology of the 

Republican Party. 

At a time when Republicans have sought to devolve polit¬ 

ical power to lower levels of government and increase the 

role of the private sector, many find anathema the idea of 

dedicating taxpayer dollars to supranational organizations. 

And conservative Republicans like Helms and Paul are 

concerned by what they view as the ongoing surrender of 

national sovereignty to international institutions run by 

unelected foreign bureaucrats. 

Influenced by right-wing extremists who have gained 

new adherents over tire Internet and talk radio, 

Republicans bristle at the smallest sign that American sov¬ 

ereignty could be undermined. 

The United Nations is often the focus of these accusa¬ 

tions, from claims that the U.N. is seeking to impose taxes 

on the American public or regulate the use of U.S. fed¬ 

eral lands to visions of U.N. black helicopters swooping 

over America. 

For example, House Rules Committee Chairman 

Gerald Solomon (R-N.Y.) introduced a 

bill last year to prevent the United 

Nations from imposing taxes on U.S. cit¬ 

izens, a prospect regarded by most 

observers as laughable. 

The House last year passed legisla¬ 

tion by House Resources Committee 

Chairman Don Young (R-Alaska) that 

would prevent UNESCO from desig¬ 

nating federal lands as protected World 

Heritage or Biosphere reserve sites. Young claimed that 

the U.N. was usurping Congress’s authority over federal 

lands and harming U.S. property owners. 

A Young ally, Rep. Barbara Cubin (R-Wyo.), claimed 

that research for an environmental impact statement relat¬ 

ed to a proposed mine outside of Yellowstone National 

Park stopped dead after U.N. inspectors claimed the mine 

would damage the park. 

In approving tire measure, 236-191, GOP lawmakers 

overrode Democratic objections that tire designations would 

have no legal standing and would not affect land values. 

Democrats like Rep. Edward Markey (D-Mass.) ridiculed 

the GOP, which Markey said has “taken its place in (lie 

annals of the inexplicably paranoid conspiracy theory.” 

United Nations peacekeeping operations are even 

more controversial with right-wing members, who see the 

strength of tire U.S. military to fight conventional conflicts 

undermined by a series of interminable, expensive, and 

misguided peacekeeping missions. Fueled by the failure, 

earlv in the Clinton administration, of a U.N. mission in 

Somalia, a hard-core group of conservative GOP lawmak¬ 

ers, primarily from the West and South, have pushed hard 

against any new commitments to Haiti, Bosnia, and else¬ 

where. 

Among their leaders is Rep. Tom Delay of Texas, the 

Majority Whip in the House. Several years ago, Delay 

helped make a cause celebre out of Michael New, an 

obscure army specialist who had been court-martialed for 

refusing to wear a U.N. insignia on Iris military uniform. 

With that case in mind, Delay introduced legislation in 

1995 to prevent any U.S. soldier from being forced to wear 

a U.N. uniform. The bill was included in another House 

measure that passed that body by almost a 2 to 1 margin. 

Helms, the quintessential Republican conservative, has 

played a key role in both articulating and deflecting some 

of these criticisms of the United Nations. 

Liberals see the 

increasing integration 

of the global economy 

as a threat to hard- 

won domestic gains. 
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In a 1996 article in Foreign Affairs, 

Helms laid out the conservative cri¬ 

tique ol the United Nations in its clear¬ 

est exposition to date. 

“The United Nations has moved 

from facilitating diplomacy among 

nation-states to supplanting them alto¬ 

gether,” Helms wrote. “The interna¬ 

tional elites running the United 

Nations look at the idea of the nation¬ 

state with disdain; they consider it a 

discredited notion of the past that has 

been superseded by the idea of United 

Nations.” 

Saying that “U.N. reform is about 

much more than saving money,” 

Helms wrote, “A United Nations that 

can recognize its limitations — helping 

sovereign states work together where 

appropriate and staying out of issues 

where it has no legitimate role — is 

worth keeping; a United Nations that 

insists on imposing its utopian vision 

on states begs for dismantlement.” 

Helms was willing to put his money 

where his mouth was. Last year, 

incoming Secretary of State Madeleine 

Albright and incoming Secretary 

General Kofi Annan pressed him to 

pay back more than $1 billion in U.S. 

dues to the United Nations. Working 

with Sen. Joseph Biden (D-Del.), the 

ranking Democrat on the Foreign 

Relations Committee, Helms ham¬ 

mered out a proposal to pay back $819 

million in U.S. dues for the organiza¬ 

tion in return for a series of reforms at 

the United Nations. 

The most obvious change that 

Helms sought was a drop in the U.S. 

share of the U.N. budget from one- 

fourth to one-fifth of the $2.6 billion 

total. But Republican sensitivities were 

most clearly articulated in another sec¬ 

tion of the bill that prohibited U.N. 

taxes, die raising of a U.N. standing 

army, and the protection of U.S. prop¬ 

erty rights. That provision required the 
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secretary of State to certify that “nei¬ 

ther the United Nations nor any of its 

specialized or affiliated agencies has 

taken any steps that require the United 

States to cede any sovereignty.” 

With those restrictions and Helms’s 

backing, the measure cleared the 

Senate 90-5. 

Speaking at a Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee markup, Biden 

said the bill's passage marked a water¬ 

shed in congressional relations towards 

the United Nations. 

"The fact that Mr. Conservative 

[Helms] is willing to sign onto this is a 

political statement; we can put behind 

us a polemic on the United Nations 

that’s diverted us for seven or eight 

years,” Biden said. 

But Biden jumped the gun. Just 

when it appeared that the measure 

would sail to passage, it ran aground on 

the opposition of House Republicans. 

As Congress raced towards a recess 

last fall, the administration sought to 

convince the House that it should 

approve the U.N. funds as well as a 

$3.5 billion credit line for the IMF and 

a plan reorganizing the foreign affairs 

bureaucracy. 

With Republicans already skeptical 

of the proposal, Rep. Christopher 

Smith (R-N.|.), a leading abortion 

opponent who chairs a House 

International Relations subcommittee, 

mobilized House Republicans to insist 

that the funds only be granted if the 

administration agreed to swallow anti¬ 

abortion legislation that Clinton had 

previously vetoed. That legislation would reinstate 

portions of a Reagan adminis¬ 

tration policy (called the 

“Mexico City” policy after a 1984 U.N. 

conference at which it was unveiled) 

that bans federal funds from flowing to 

groups that use their money to per- 
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form abortions or lobby for abortion rights overseas. 

Ever since Clinton overturned the policy upon taking 

office in 1993, Smith has been pushing for Mexico City’s 

return. But in what he described as a concession, he nar¬ 

rowed the proposal last year to only require an end to lob¬ 

bying by the groups. The administration still continued to 

balk, however, so Republican leaders tied die language to 

the U.N. and IMF funds. 

Pinning the blame on the White House, Michele 

Davis, press secretary to House Majority Leader Richard 

Armey, recalled “We said ‘You can have Mexico City lan¬ 

guage and IMF and UN arrearages or you can have 

none.’ They chose none.” 

Since dien Albright, U.S. Ambassador to the United 

Nations Bill Richardson, and otiier administration officials 

have pleaded for the money, saying that the lack of fund¬ 

ing for die U.N. and IMF is damaging American interests. 

“Our national security interests are being harmed by 

not ha\ing all of the assets we need—you would not want 

to go out and represent U.S. interests with one hand tied 

behind your back,” Albright told the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee in February. 

But Republican leaders have continued to insist diat 

the issues are inseparable. 

Helms told Albright that he had tried to intercede 

widi Gingrich and Armey to unlink the issue, but had 

been unsuccessful. 

“You’re not going to get any United Nations money, 

you’re not going to get any reorganization, you’re not 

going to get any IMF” without the abortion restrictions, 

Helms said. 

Behind the standoff lies a stark political reality: House 

Republicans would pay a much higher political price if 

they budge on the abortion restrictions than if they stand 

pat. 

Pushing to see die Mexico City policy revived are 

evangelical groups and social conservatives diat form the 

backbone of political support for many House 

Republicans — especially those elected in the GOP land¬ 

slide of 1994. 
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Focus 

The Christian Coalition, for exam¬ 

ple, makes a members vote on the 

abortion restrictions one of their key 

votes of the year. Those results are 

available in the tens of millions of vot¬ 

ing guides that the coalition distributes 

annually around the country. Other 

socially conservative groups, like the 

Family Research Council, put a similar emphasis on the 

legislation. 

And social conservatives have a strong legislative 

champion in Christopher Smith. Rep. Smith, a former 

head of New Jersey Right to Life, heads a House 

International Relations subcommittee, and has squeezed 

Republican leaders to push for the Mexico City policy. Moreover, the strong evangelistic influence on 

Republican politics puts a moral emphasis on 

foreign policy that makes the pragmatic poli¬ 

tics required at international organizations like the 

United Nations and the IMF seem 

sleazy to many Republicans. 

“There is a difference between 

being involved in the world and 

being taken advantage of by the 

world,” says Rep. Dana Rohrabacher 

(R-Calif.), a member of the House 

International Relations Committee. 

“The more interdependent we are, the more tied we are 

to corrupt regimes.” 

Moreover, support for the multilateral organizations 

has waned as the political base of congressional 

Republicans has changed. Ever since Barry Goldwater 

defeated Nelson Rockefeller for the 1964 Republican 

presidential nomination, the GOP has lost seats and polit¬ 

ical appeal in the Northeast and gained seats in the South 

and Southwest. In the process, old, moderate 

Establishment Northeastemers have gradually been 

replaced by newer, more conservative lawmakers from 

the Sunbelt. 

House Republicans 

would pay a high 

political price if they 

budge on abortion. 
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Harry M. .Jannrtte International 
A Wood-Wilson Company 
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Focus 

Many of this new breed of lawmakers, like Delay, are 

successful entrepreneurs. They are less likely to feel an 

automatic kinship and identity of interests with Wall 

Street and large Rust Belt multinationals dian did old-line 

Republicans like Nelson Rockefeller and Bob Dole. And, 

unshaped by World War II and other international expe¬ 

riences, they are far less likely to think internationally. 

Members nowadays are just as likely to listen to the 

National Federation of Independent Business, which rep¬ 

resents companies with few employees and little concern 

for international issues, as to tire National Association of 

Manufacturers or the Business Roundtable. 

Some legislators who pay close attention to global con¬ 

cerns, like Sen. Richard Lugar (R-Ind.), have been 

pushed out of Republican policy-making circles by those 

like Helms who have more parochial concerns. 

Moreover, a failed leadership coup last year left a key 

globally-minded Republican leader, House Speaker 

Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), more concerned widi satisfying 

restiess conservatives and securing his own position than 

in rounding up votes for controversial bills. 

Nonetheless, fearful of being excluded from foreign 

markets, big business, particularly oil companies and 

agribusiness, continues to push Republican lawmakers to 

support contributions to international organizations. 

For example, a group of nearly 100 leaders of the 

nations largest companies took out two-page advertise¬ 

ments in national newspapers in February, calling for 

“American Leadership on Key Global Issues.” To the 

business leaders, that, in part, means paying U.S. arrears 

to tire United Nations and extending die $18 billion cred¬ 

it line to the IMF. 

Agricultural exporters are particularly eager to see the 

IMF funds in place, since Asia represents the single 

largest foreign market for U.S. fanners, accounting for 

nearly 40 percent of overseas sales. 

On February 12, 40 major agricultural groups, along 

with die Republican chainnan and leading Democrat on 

Affordable Hotel Living with the Advantages of a Home 
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two twin towers in the heart of Bethesda and only 25 steps to the Metro. 
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♦ Fully Furnished Eff., 1, 2 and 3 
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♦ Cable TV 

♦ Phone 

♦ Valet Diy Cleaning 

♦ Garage Parking 
♦ Washer/Diyer in each Apartment 

LOCATION 
♦ 25 Steps to Metro 

♦ Just Minutes to NIH, Navy 

Hospital, Pentagon, World 
Bank and Embassy Row. 

♦ Steps Away to 2 Grocery Stores, 

over 135 Restaurants, Banks 

and Shopping. 

OTHER ITEMS 
♦ Crib, Desk and Chair 

♦ Housekeeping 

♦ Roll-a-way bed 
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Focus 

the House Agriculture Committee, 

pledged to support the IMF funds. 

“IMF funding is extremely important 

to U.S. agriculture by protecting export 

markets for agricultural products,” said 

Rep. Charles Stenholm (D-Texas), rank¬ 

ing minority member of the House 

Agriculture panel. “If we fail to act promptly, we’ll stunt the 

growth in U.S. exports to Asia and start losing the ground 

we have gained in these markets.” 

In addition, the Clinton administration has been push¬ 

ing hard for funds for international organizations. It has 

sent senior officials like Rubin and Albright to the Hill 

almost daily to consult with lawmakers. And it has sup¬ 

ported changes to please both the left and right, such as 

opening the IMF to greater public scrutiny, agreeing to 

push for labor rights in recipient countries, and examin¬ 

ing ways to make investors more accountable for their 

own mistakes. 

Clearly, the Clinton administration 

will face fonnidable obstacles in con¬ 

vincing members of both parties to 

support funds for multilateral organi¬ 

zations. Smith and other Republican 

leaders have continued to insist that 

international funds and die abortion 

issue are linked “in perpetuity7.” 

But an early March vote in the House Banking 

Committee indicated that, despite many members’ mis¬ 

givings, support for international institutions was more 

widespread than many outsiders, and even congressional 

leaders like Majority Leader Armey, had feared. By a vote 

of 40-9 the panel voted to authorize the $18 billion in 

funds for the IMF, a margin that even exceeded the 

expectations of committee chairman Leach. 

“I think this shows more momentum than our lead¬ 

ership might have expected,” a smiling Leach said after 

that session. ■ 

Big business and 

agriculture continue 

to support the multi¬ 

lateral institutions. 
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Focus ON MULTILATERALS 

IMF: LENDER OF LAST RESORT 

THE IMF SERVES A VITAL 

FUNCTION — PROTECTING US 

FROM A GLOBAL MARKET CRASH 

By Henry Owen 

i he current debate on U.S. support of the IMF results, in good part, 

from die Asian financial crisis. There are lots of filings that the Southeast Asian countries and Korea did right, but they 

also made serious errors, including artificial exchange rates, government aid and contracts to well-connected companies 

that were losing money, and excessive short-term debt. 

These countries’ economies were, in short, only half free. And that's not good enough. So confidence in these Asian 

economies dipped sharply when they encountered misfortune: debtors wanted to be repaid and investors wanted to drop 

out. In some ways, it seemed reminiscent of 1929. 
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Thrift Savings Plan: 
Perhaps Another Opportunity 

By Frank Miller 

USAID Vice President 

On the mid-1980s, more than a million fed¬ 

eral employees in the old retirement sys¬ 

tem were given a chance to switch into 

the new retirement system which offers the Thrift 

Savings Plan (TSP), the U.S. Government equivalent 

of the private sector 401 (k) plan. Most chose to 

stay in the old system. Why? Many reasons. Some 

were retiring in less than five years. [A person 

needs five years in the new plan to avoid the gov¬ 

ernment pension offset to retirement annuity. 

Pension offsets do not affect the TSP account.] 

Some could not imagine having that discretionary 

five to ten percent of their salaries to place in the 

TSP. Some did not believe they would be able to 

meet the 40 quarters requirement to receive Social 

Security benefits. Many did not think that the USG 

would offer such a good deal and that surely there 

was a catch. 

Through a fortuitous convergence of circum¬ 

stances, employees who switched to the new sys¬ 

tem now find themselves with a substantial nest egg 

to supplement their pensions. For example, those 

who put all of their contributions in the C-Fund (the 

stock fund) since the start of the TSP now have 

accounts worth over $200,000. 

With Congress's legislative action last year, 

Civil Service employees have another chance to 

switch retirement plans during an open season from 

July 1 through the end of the year. Since recogniz¬ 

ing that the legislation did not include the Foreign 

Service, AFSA has been working with legislative 

staffers to correct this and have the Foreign Service 

Continued on AFSA News page 5 

• AFSA Dateline • 
• PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK WILL BE 

celebrated May 4-9, with a Civil Service Day 

on Tuesday and a State Department awards 

ceremony on Thursday, along with the tradition¬ 

al Foreign Service Day on Friday. The 

Department of State will also participate in a 

PSRW Mall Exhibit May 7-9. Watch for 

announcements of details. 

• GET INVOLVED. AFSA POST REPRESENTATIVES ARE 

needed in Adana, Amsterdam, Ashgabat, 

Asmara, Athens, Auckland, Bamako, Bandar 

Seri Begawan, Bangkok, Bangui, Banjul, 

Barcelona, Beirut, Belfast, Bilbao, Bishkek, 

Bogota, Bombay, Brasilia, Brazzaville, 

Bridgetown, Brussels (USNATO), Bucharest, 

Budapest, Bujumbura, Calcutta, Calgary, 

Chengdu, Chennai, Chiang Mai, Chisinau, 

Cotonou, Curacao, Doha, Durban, Dushanbe, 

Freetown, Fukuoka, Grenada, Guayaquil, The 

Hague, Halifax, Hamburg, Hamilton, Hanoi, 

Havana, Hermosillo, Khartoum, Kiev, Kinshasa, 

Kolonia, Koror, La Paz, Leipzig, Lilongwe, 

Ljubljana, Lome, London, Majuro, Marseille, 

Maseru, Merida, Minsk, Montreal, Moscow, 

Munich, Niamey, Nouakchott, Nuevo Laredo, 

Osaka-Kobe, Oslo, Paramaribo, Perth, 

Peshawar, Ponta Delgada, Port Louis, Port-au- 

Prince, Porto Alegre, Praia, Pusan, Quebec, 

Recife, Reykjavik, Riga, Rome, St. George's, 

Sanaa, Sapporo, Shenyang, Skopje, Sofia, 

Strasbourg, Surayaba, Suva, Tashkent, Tbilisi, 

Thessaloniki, Tijuana, Tirana, Tunis, USUN, 

Valleta, Vatican City, Vilnius, Warrenton 

Training Center, Wellington, Windhoek, 

Yaounde, Yekaterinburg and Yerevan. Contact 

Santita Prather, Membership Representative, at 

member@afsa.org or by phone at 

(202) 338-4045 ext. 525.  
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RETIREES =Z=^IZZZ: 

• EDWARD DILLERY • 

Protect & Preserve Our Uniqueness Since last year's budget agreement 

suspended the perennial debate 

over cost of living adjustments and 

employee retirement contributions, 

Washington's attention on the retirement 

front this spring has turned to more basic 

issues: an open season to switch from the 

old plan to the new (see 

AFSA News lead article), 

legislation to help employ¬ 

ees who were placed in the 

wrong plan and yet another 

overhaul of the federal retire¬ 

ment system. The aim of this 

attention is to treat everyone 

in the system equitably. 

AFSA's task as the voice of 

our active [future retiredl] 

and retired members is not 

only to join the fight for equi¬ 

ty for federal employees and 

annuitants but also to remind Congress 

that our separate retirement system must 

not be overlooked in the process of 

reform and oversight. 

The House Committee on Government 

Reform and Oversight heard our voice on 
the corrective legislation issue, included our 

system in the bill and invited AFSA to testify. 

AFSA President Dan Geisler told 

Subcommittee Chair Mica in a February 

hearing that we have colleagues in our 

agencies who were placed in the wrong 

system—whether the Foreign Service 

Retirement and Disability System (FSRDS), 

the FSRDS Offset or the Foreign Service 

Pension System (FSPS). We support a solu¬ 

tion that will not add to the problem for 

agencies concerned. The main thing, 

Geisler said, is that any government-wide 

solution must cover the Foreign Service, in 

fairness to the affected employees. 

The open season legislation, which 

passed without scrutiny in the last session 

and was unsuccessfully vetoed by 

President Clinton (on the grounds of 

uncertain costs) did not include the 

Foreign Service. AFSA is working with 

Congress to correct this oversight. 

The Foreign Service Act 

of 1980, in bringing for¬ 

ward the retirement system 

under which most of us 

worked, included language 

to the effect that future 

changes in Civil Service 

retirement should be reflect¬ 

ed in our system as well. 

Indeed, this was the case 

when Social Security reform 

led to the new Federal 

Employees Retirement System 

(FERS) and its counterpart, 

the Foreign Service Pension System (FSPS). 

But we cannot take for granted that we will 

be remembered. We were initially over¬ 

looked when Congress did away with the 

lump sum annuity. And I am sure that the 

White House never even gave a thought 
to the special circumstances of Foreign 

Service spouses when it launched its initia¬ 

tive in the first Clinton administration to 

reduce survivor benefits. 

We joined with other federal employ¬ 

ee/retiree organization allies to kill that 

ill-considered idea. We are working with 

these same allies now as the administra¬ 

tion explores other initiatives. As always, 

our challenge is two-fold: protect feder¬ 

al retiree benefits and preserve our 

unique Foreign Service retirement system. 

We are one of the smallest organiza¬ 

tions. Thanks to our active and retired mem¬ 

bers, however, we can still be heard. 

Wisner Honored for 
Distinguished 
Career 

Assistant Secretary for South Asia Karl Inderfurth (left) 

speaks with Ambassador Wisner (center) and AFSA 

President Dan Geisler at the FS Club lunch honoring 

Wisner. 

AFSA hosted retiring Career Ambassador 

Frank G. Wisner March 1 2 at the 

Foreign Service Club, a traditional event to 

honor those who achieve the highest rank in 

the Foreign Service. Indiscreet anecdotes, 

along with accounts of some of the outstand¬ 

ing achievements that marked Amb. Wisner's 

distinguished 36-year career, were provided 

by Jock Covey, Special Assistant to the 

President for Implementation of the Dayton 

Accords at the NSC, and Ambassador Paul 

J. Hare, Vice President of the Middle East 

Institute. Ambassador Wisner was accompa¬ 

nied by his wife, Christine, and a large 

group of family and friends from as far away 

as France. Guests included Under Secretary 

of State for Political Affairs Thomas Pickering 
and his wife Alice, USIA Director Joseph 

Duffey, former CIA Director and 

Ambassador to Iran Richard Helms, New 

York Times correspondent Johnny Apple, 

and Mrs. Mary Susan Alsop. In his welcom- • 

ing remarks AFSA President Dan Geisler rec¬ 

ognized Ambassador Brandon Grove for his 

agreement to spearhead AFSA efforts to cel¬ 

ebrate the 75th anniversary of the Foreign 

Service in 1999. 

The AFSA lunch followed Amb. Wisner's 

retirement ceremony in the Benjamin Franklin 

Diplomatic Reception Room at the State 

Department, where he was praised by 

Secretary Albright and received the 

Distinguished Service Award. Mrs. Wisner 

was recognized with a certificate of appreci¬ 

ation for her years of service, and FS 

Director General Edward Gnehm presented 

a U.S. flag to Mrs. Wisner and the ambas¬ 

sadorial flag to Amb. Wisner. 

Wisner is now Vice Chairman, External 

Affairs, of American International Group, 

Inc., and resides in New York City. 

Remember FOREIGN SERVICE DAY, May 8. 
NOTE: Participants should enter the State Department at the 23rd Street entrance 

rather than at the C Street entrance as stated in the printed invitation. 
Any questions about Foreign Service Day can be directed to 

(202) 647-8115. 

"We cannot 

take for granted 
that 

we will be 
remembered." 

2 AFSA NEWS • APRIL 1998 



U S I A 

BY RILEY SEVER 

In the Consolidation Game 
Who's on First? 

Diplomats Online 
Expanded  
Diplomats Online (DOL) is expanding its 

Internet Web site to provide educational 

resources on international affairs and foreign 

policy for teachers and students. DOL 

enables diplomats and scholars to share their 

expertise on the global community more 

widely. The expanded Web site is scheduled 

to debut on May 1. 

AFSA sponsors the Diplomats Online 

Web site and initial educational units are 

funded by the United States-Japan 

Foundation. The Web site is being devel¬ 

oped by Fountain Communications of 

Oakton, Va., and will include: links to Web 

sites on American foreign relations, the study 

of foreign nations, and careers in the Foreign 

Service; lesson plans and student research 

activities on U.S.-Japan relations; message 

boards and online "meeting rooms," for dis¬ 

cussions with diplomats and scholars; and a 

directory of diplomats and scholars with 

expertise in various countries and aspects of 

foreign relations. 

Interested in Diplomats Online? See the 

AFSA Web site—www.afsa.org, contact DOL 

at AFSA headquarters or send e-mail to 

dol@afsa.org. 

NEW ON WWW 
CLASSIFIEDS 

On the AFSA Website 

www,afsa.org 

Classifieds complete with 
hyperlinks direct to your 
most needed services: 
property management, 

real estate, attorney, etc. 

AFSA responding 
to your needs 

With so many contradictory mes¬ 

sages about consolidation and 

the Foreign Service, I am 

reminded of the Abbott and Costello rou¬ 

tine, "Who's on First?" Just when we rec¬ 

ognize that the foreign affairs agencies 

consolidation is in limbo-with a plan the 

secretary won't reveal, Congress 

won't discuss, and Director 

Duffey won't have-we are pre¬ 

sented with a new angle. 

In a letter to Secretary 

Albright, Sen. Fielms wrote 

that the Foreign Relations 

Committee would soon "exam¬ 

ine the professional behavior 

of the Foreign Service." This 

implied threat to review our 

basic legislation was seconded 

by Director Duffey Feb. 26 

when he proposed on the Hill "the reform 

of the Foreign Service, the revision or rein¬ 

vention of the Foreign Service." It seems 

that they agree that the best way to draw 

our attention from one stymied reorganiza¬ 

tion effort is to propose another! 

Since last August, Secretary Albright 

has had a plan for reorganization, but no 

one knows for sure what it is. The 

Congressional authorization she wants to 

implement the plan is tied up with the . 

abortion issue. Though no one in USIA 

knows what the plan is, we are divided 

between those who think it will be bad 

regardless of its form and those who are 

sure that consolidation couldn't be worse 

than the current budget hemorrhage for 

our agency. AFSA is caught in the middle, 

knowing little about the plan, but being 

concerned about its potential impact on 

our membership and institutions and wishing 

to have a positive influence on the process. 

The secretary of State wants congres¬ 

sional authorization for the consolidation 

of State, ACDA, and USIA without 

announcing her plans for this reorganiza¬ 

tion, based on the premise that Congress 

shouldn't dictate internal operations at 

State. While I can appreciate her desire 

to keep Congress from meddling in her 

domain, as a USIA officer I do not see 

reorganization as part of the State 

Department's "internal affairs." I would 

appreciate information about the secre¬ 

tary's plan and her proposals for its imple¬ 

mentation. It would certainly relieve many 

anxieties, since several key issues were unre¬ 

solved in the proposal present¬ 

ed to the secretary in August. 

I am still disappointed that 

there was not more congres¬ 

sional interest in the future of 

public diplomacy. Unfortunately, 

there has been little congres¬ 

sional discussion and even 

less public debate on the mer¬ 

its of consolidation, since most J 
attention is focused on U.N. 

arrears and abortion lan¬ 

guage. State explains the 

delay in the authorization of consolidation 

by saying, "It's party politics. If it isn't 

passed this spring, it'll pass next fall." 

USIA leadership believes that the delay 

indicates State's concern about the future 

of public diplomacy and a growing mood 

against consolidation on the Hill. 

You would think that we could finish 

with one FS reorganization plan before 

starting another one. No. Sen. Helms 

wrote to Secretary Albright on Jan. 26 

about "serious ethical, moral and pro¬ 

fessional misconduct within the Foreign 

Service" and implied that legislation to 

reopen the Foreign Service Act might 

be appropriate. In testimony before the 

House Appropriations Subcommittee a 

month later, Director Duffey said, "I 

think we need a hard look at the whole 

Foreign Service. It ought to be one 

Foreign Service," These two cannot 

agree on the need for consolidation of 

the foreign affairs agencies, but do 

agree on the need to consolidate the 

Foreign Service. 

When you are completely confused 

about who wants what in the consolida¬ 

tion game, just remember that, "Who's 

on first, What's on second and I Don't 

Know's on third." 

"The best way to 

draw our attention 

from one stymied 

reorganization 

effort 

is to propose 

another!" 

. 
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•Letter • Diplomats Find Model U.N* Program 
the Perfect Medium for Outreach 
State Department - District of Colombia International Studies 

Partnership Benefits Local Students and Volunteers  

"TO GIVE SOMETHING BACK. 
This is a common response from 

Department of State employees when 
asked why they volunteer in the Model 
United Nations program at Washington, 
D.C., high schools. 

Initiated six years ago by Tom Miller, 
Special Cyprus Coordinator, and Jock 
Covey, Special Assistant to the President 
for Implementation of the Dayton Accords 
at the National Security Council, this small 
activity at inner-city, multi-ethnic Cardozo 
High School involved only a few State 
Department officials. Quickly, though, it 
evolved into the International Studies 
Partnership, an outreach alliance between 
the Department of State and the District of 
Columbia Public School System. This part¬ 
nership, however, extends beyond Foggy 
Bottom and Clifton Street, N.W., and has 
involved students and teachers from 
Coolidge High School, George Mason 
University and George Washington 
University. A new entry into the program is 
Ballou High School in Anacostia. Private 
sector financial support has been forthcom¬ 
ing to cover the minimal costs associated 
with the program thus far. 

A natural for State officials wishing to 
contribute to the community, the idea came 
to Miller when his offer of help from his 
family at a Washington soup kitchen was 
turned down because of a surplus of volun¬ 
teers. Miller and Covey cast about for an 
effective means of volunteer work that 
State officers would find engaging and 
found a perfect match in the Model U.N. 
program, an internationally recognized 
program for high school and college stu¬ 
dents in which they participate in simulated 
United Nations sessions. 

The focal point of this program is local 
high school students. They are trained in 
geography, political science, cross-cultural 
studies, problem solving, conflict resolution, 
mediation, negotiation, teamwork, and 
leadership. The culmination of this special 
instruction is a model U.N. session in which 
students play diplomatic roles. 

Since the fall of 1 992 more than a hun¬ 
dred Department of State employees have 
worked with District teenagers in this part¬ 
nership. By mentoring youth in the skills 

and art of diplomacy, these State volun¬ 
teers teach life skills, broaden horizons for 
the students and motivate youth to consider 
a future in international affairs. Says one 
volunteer, "We give these students some¬ 
thing quite valuable: a vision of the larger 
world and of their potential as actors on 
the world stage." For kids with that latent 
itch to see the world and go beyond the 
gritty streets of the District, the International 
Studies Partnership offers a rich array of 
skills and stimulation not generally offered 
to public school students. And who better 
to coach these students on international 
diplomacy than real-life diplomats? And 
what better stage for these youthful 
wannabe diplomats than the Loy 
Henderson Auditorium, followed by a State 
Department Treaty Room pizza party? 

State volunteers invariably say the per¬ 
sonal rewards of this program are consid¬ 
erable. Not only do their activities meet 
Secretary Albright's mandate to reach out 
to the American people, to inform and to 
educate; they also give volunteers the satis¬ 
faction of demonstrating the vital work of 
the State Department, explaining first-hand 
the relationship between foreign policy 
and our national interests and, ultimately, 
the impact of these issues on the well-being 
of all Americans. Volunteers come to know 
and appreciate the Washington environ¬ 
ment. They achieve a sense of contributing 
in a tangible way to the welfare of individ¬ 
uals and of institutions. "The work of these 
Model U.N. volunteers reminds me of that 
commitment to community we so often see 
among Foreign Service personnel 
abroad," says AFSA President Dan 
Geisler. 

A recent State Department Notice, 
Wanted: A Few Good Diplomats, discussed 
the partnership and called on State employ¬ 
ees to volunteer. Ambassador, attache, con¬ 
sul, counselor, emissary, envoy, minister, 
specialist. Whatever your title, whatever 
your skill, you can find a place in the 
International Studies Partnership. You, 
too, can give something back. To learn 
more about this program, call 
Elmira Bayrasli at (202) 647-0684. 

Polly Gilbert, AFSA News Editor 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK AMBASSADOR 

La Porta for his service as AFSA presi¬ 
dent and concur with him on the 
"debilitating trend" at State regarding 
staffing reductions and the concomitant 
inefficiencies ("President's Views," "The 
Incredible Shrinking Foreign Service," 
November Journal). I would find his 
lamentations more credible, though, 
had AFSA been more supportive of 
FSOs during last year's important 
staffing-related decision on JO coning. 

The coning system as it exists now for 
those who entered the Service after the 
end of "coning on entry" but before 
January 1997 serves neither the 
Department nor the FSO. Using EERs, it 
assumes that a JO who has done an 
"outstanding" job in the political section 
can do just as well in other sections. 
While there may be some merit to this 
assumption, it can create obvious dys¬ 
functions. For example, JOs who cannot 
attain the zenith of the political cone 
often settle for their second choice, usual¬ 
ly the economic cone. Given State's 
desire to be more active in promoting 
U.S. business interests, it can hardly be 
consoling to U.S. industry that its issues 
of import are being left to FSOs who 
only reluctantly take up their standard or, 
worse, try to perform an economic officer 
job like a political one. 

The method used to cone entering 
FSOs since January 1997, the "self¬ 
selection" process, is arguably even 
worse. Although the statistics regarding 
cone choice are apparently not as dis¬ 
mal as feared, they show that the enter¬ 
ing JOs are well aware of the unspo¬ 
ken hierarchy in the FS. Witness the 
number of entering FSOs who self¬ 
select the political cone, when by all 
accounts the Department finds itself 
continually pressed to fill consular and 
admin slots. In my opinion, this self¬ 
destructive hierarchy is just one of the 
reasons cones should be abolished alto¬ 
gether. 

AFSA's role in this issue has unfortu¬ 
nately not been one to instill confi¬ 
dence in its newer members. In fall of 
1 996, AFSA and PER publicized a 
survey planned among unconed JOs. 
"Tell us what method you prefer for 
coning," exhorted the State cables. 
The large majority of JOs chose 

Continued on AFSA News page 6 
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Working For You 
AFSA 1997 ANNUAL REPORT 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Since 1924 the American Foreign 
Service Association has been the 
Voice of the Foreign Service. That 

voice is as important today as it was 
back when Calvin Coolidge signed the 
Rogers Act creating our unified diplo¬ 
matic and consular service. 

For 74 years AFSA has been the 
professional association for America's 
diplomatic corps. Our mission in this 
regard has been to ensure that America has the world-class 
international representation that the world's leading nation 
requires. In addition, AFSA educates the clients of diploma¬ 
cy—America's citizens—on the importance of 
international affairs and the contribution of 
the career Foreign Service. We also ensure 
that the voice of the Foreign Service is heard 
by the administration and by the Congress. 
The 1997 Annual Report includes some of 
the specific actions we took throughout the 
year in advancing American diplomacy and 
educating the U.S. government and our 
fellow citizens. 

Since winning a State representation elec¬ 
tion in 1972, AFSA has assumed an additional 
role, that of a statutorily recognized exclusive 
employee representative. Today AFSA serves 
as the collective bargaining agent for Foreign 

Service officers and specialists in 
five agencies: the State 
Department, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, the 
U.S. Information Agency, the 
Foreign Commercial Service and 
the Foreign Agricultural Service, in 
this capacity, AFSA serves as the 
advocate of the rights of Foreign 
Service employees. We not only 

speak for Foreign Service employees. We also listen to 
their concerns. We consult with them. We respond to 
them. We take positions on their behalf not only with 

agency managers, but also with the 
Congress, free of the restrictions that 
administration policy places on 
management. 

That’s what you get for being a member 
of AFSA. Membership means more than hav¬ 
ing the Foreign Service Journal delivered to 
your door every month, or the availability of 
legal advice if you have a problem with your 
agency, or the potential for an AFSA merit 
scholarship for your child. Belonging to 
AFSA means being part of the vast majority 
of Foreign Service officers and specialists 

who have joined the only organization that 
listens to you and speaks on your behalf. 

“We not only speak for 

Foreign Service employees. 

We also listen to their concerns. 

We consult with them. 

We respond to them.” 

Dan Geisler 

AFSA President Tex Harris (left) welcomes President George Bush during the 1997 AFSA 

Annual Awards Ceremony June 26 in the Benjamin Franklin Diplomatic Reception Room of 

the Department of State. President Bush received the Lifetime Contributions to American 

Diplomacy Award. 

AFSA President Al La Porta (left) shares the history of AFSA with his German counterpart, 

foreign ministry personnel representative and labor coordinator Friedrich Double, at a 

working lunch in the Foreign Service Club. 
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Working Fo 
JANUARY “AFSA State negotiates improve¬ 

ments to the instructions for preparing employ- 
e evaluation reports. “Va. House of Delegates 

unanimously passes an AFSA-supported bill to 
amend the Va. Constitution so that Foreign 
Service can vote in state & local elections by 
absentee ballot. (Va. Senate follows in February.) 

FEBRUARY "AFSA sends 18 proposals to the 
House and Senate regarding improvements in 

the conduct of foreign affairs, Foreign Service pro¬ 
fessionalism and conditions in the Service. “AFSA 
and DACOR publish “The Foreign Service 
Reader,” selected articles from 77 years of the 
Foreign Service Journal. "AFSA saves ten of the 16 
USIA jobs slated to be RIFed. 

MARCH “AS a result of an unfair labor prac¬ 
tice charge filed by AFSA, the FLRA issues a 

complaint against USAID and orders the agency to 
cease making threats against the union. “AFSA 
V.P. Ed Rowell testifies before the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Justice, State and the Judiciary. “AFSA Pres. Tex 
Harris launches the West Virginia Foreign Service 
retiree group in Harpers Ferry. 

APRIL "U.s. Court certifies class action age 
discrimination case filed against USAID as a 

result of the 1996 RIFs. AFSA is “of counsel” in 
the case. “AFSA Friday Forum features discussion 
of Reorganization Task Forces. “AFSA continues 
to lobby for locality pay for FS serving overseas, 
with meetings on the Hill, State management & 
other government agencies fighting for similar 
benefits. 

LABOR MANAGEMENT 

Negotiations 

Protecting Benefits 

Grievance Counseling 

OIG and DS Investigations 

Member Inquiries 

Keeping the Field Informed 

From left: Staff Attorney Colleen Fallon, Representative Tanii 

Cole, Grievance Attorney Harry Sizer, General Counsel 

Sharon Papp, Grievance Attorney Suzanne Brennan, Officd 

Manager Geri Verble, Coordinator Jack Bryant. Not s/iownl 

Coordinator Dick Scissors, USIA Labor Relations Specialist 

Carol Lutz, & USAID Office Manager Rita Cohen 

MEMBER SERVICES 

Member Recruitment 

Post Reps 

Insurance Programs 

Member Benefits Programs 

Address Changes 

AFSANET 

AFSA Home Page 

Membership 

Representative 

Santita Prather 

IleftJ, Acting 

Membership 

Director Yolanda 

Odunsi, 

Administrative 

Assistant 

Thomasina 

Johnson (seated) 

MAY ••Grievance Board rules in favor of FAS SCHOLARSHIPS 
AFSA, declaring assignment of a Civil Service 

employee to a Foreign Service assignment improper. 
“AFSA hosts Foreign Service Day reception and 
brunch attended by 170 Foreign Service retirees. 
“Thirty-two FS youths receive a total of $23,000 
in AFSA and AAFSW merit award scholarships. 

JUNE “AFSA participates in 18 reorganization 
task force groups and core teams. "AFSA hon¬ 

ors constructive dissent and contributions to FS 
life at State Dept, awards ceremony where Pres. 
George Bush received the AFSA award for life¬ 
time contributions to diplomacy. ••Senate passes 
State/USIA/ACDA authorization which drops two 
AFSA-opposed provisions initiated by State 
regarding grievance procedures and included 
numerous AFSA-supported provisions. “AFSA 
signs agreement with management on revised Skill 
Code Change regulations; blocks State efforts to 
shorten statute of limitations for filing grievances; 
agrees to open up bidding of secretarial positions 
to USIA secretaries provided that it be done on a 
reciprocal basis. 

Financial Aid • 

Merit Awards • 

Art Merit Awards • 

Committee on Education • Scholarship Administrator « 

Lori Dec 

FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL 

Editing < 

Writing < 

Design 1 

Advertising Sales 1 

Subscriptions 1 

Newsstand Sales • 

From left: AFSA News Editor Polly Gilbert, Assistant Editor frvq 

Lotto Jansson, Managing Editor Kathleen Currie, Advertising < 

Circulation Manager Ed Miltenberger, Editor Bob Guldin 
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i] 
From left: Corporation Relations Director Mark Lore, 

Communications Coordinator Kristina Kreamer & 

Professional Issues Coordinator Dick Thompson 

Accounting 

Assistant 

Jenifer 

O'Neal 

Ilehl 
Controller 

Dave 

McEvoy & 

Executive 

Director 

Susan 

Reardon 

OUTREACH 

AFSA Awards 

Memorial Plaque 

Foreign Service Day 

Corporate Relations 

Putting A Face on the 

Foreign Service 

Diplomats Online 

Media Relations 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 

Accounting 

Financial Management 

Staff Recruitment & 

Supervision 

Building Administration 

Board and Committee 

Support 

JULY **AFSA President Tex Harris appears on 
NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw speaking 

on the qualifications of American ambassadors. 
••AFSA President Tex Harris and USAID V.P. 
Frank Miller testify before the House International 
Relations Committee on investigative abuses by 
the Office of the Inspector General. "AFSA newly 
elected Governing Board takes office. 

AUGUST "AFSA meets with Office of the 
Inspector General staff to discuss the results 

of the OIG’s review of the Foreign Service disci¬ 
pline system. "AFSA raises concerns with 
State/MED about increasing number of problems 
FS employees are encountering in obtaining reim¬ 
bursements from medical insurers. "AFSA CS 
participates in meetings to lay out a planning struc¬ 
ture for long-term integration of the domestic and 
foreign branches of the Commercial Service. 

SEPTEMBER "AFSA offers new professional 
liability insurance, a must for all executive and 

consular officers. "AFSA bids farewell to AFSA 
Secretary and two-term President Tex Harris. 
••After years of financial struggle, the FS Club 
closes for daily lunch service, remaining open for 
catering & special events. "AFSA, AAFSW and 
DACOR award financial aid scholarships to 68 
Foreign Service youths. "FSJ international crime 
lead article by Louise Shelley placed on congres¬ 
sional Web site by Rep. Benjamin Gilman. 

OCTOBER ••AFSA'S public affairs program 
“Putting a Face on the Foreign Service” 

places a piece on FSO Peter Whaley in the Tufts 
University Magazine. "AFSA retirees conduct three 
one-week Elderhostel programs on the Foreign 
Service, bringing the total to 10 programs present¬ 
ed in Virginia and California, with more than 400 
participants. 

NOVEMBER -Working with GLIFAA, AFSA 
suggests improvements to the State 

Department’s EEO regulations on processing alle¬ 
gations of sexual orientation discrimination. 
••“Inside A U.S. Embassy,” AFSA’s highly success¬ 
ful primer on the Foreign Service is reprinted by 
popular demand with support from DACOR. 
AFSA bids farewell to President Al La Porta and 
welcomes Bill DePree as interim President and 
Dan Geisler as President, effective January 1998. 

December "AFSA sends personal letter to 
President Clinton on FY99 funding concerns. 

"Jeffrey Bader, NSC director for Asian Affairs, 
speaks to 65 U.S. business leaders and members 
of the AFSA International Associates program on 
U.S.-China relations. "FS/ publishes first 
“Congressional Scorecard” on legislators’ foreign 
affairs issues voting records. "AFSA’s legal, griev¬ 
ance and labor management staff have assisted 
hundreds of members over the past year. 

RETIREE CONGRESSIONAL 

Member Inquiries 

Retiree Newsletter 

Retiree Directory 

Speakers Bureau 

Elderhostel 

Lobbying 

Tracking Legislation 

Hill Testimony 

Grassroots 

Campaigns 

Retiree Liaison Ward Thompson, Congressional Affairs Director Ken Nakamura 
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AFSA Membership 1997 

Retiree 38% 

1997 AFSA Award Winners 
Lifetime Contributions to 

American Diplomacy GEORGE BUSH 

Christian A. Herter Award 

MARGARET P. BONNER 

William R. Rivkin Award PETER WHALEY 

Avis Bohlen Award ANNE KAUZLARICH 

Delavan Award DIANN M. BIMMERLE 

M. Juanita Guess Award 

MARIA EULALIA BAKKEN 

AFSA Achievement Awards 
Active Duty Member THOMAS ALLEN 

Retiree Member DANIEL O. NEWBERRY 

Matilda W. Sinclaire Awards 
DORON D. BARD (State) Hebrew 

PAUL BRENNAN DALEY (State) Nepali 

DAVID J. FIRESTEIN (USIA) Chinese 

AFSA Expenses 1997 

Administration 

10% 

Club Journal 

2% 7% 

Congressional Affairs 6°/ 

Governing Board 

and Public Affairs 2% 

Labor Managcmen 

23% 

Professional Issues 3% 

Corporate Relations 2% 

Journal Non Dues 

16% 

Public Education 

5% 

Membership 

12% 
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Thrift Savings Plan 
Continued from page 1 

included in the open season. Thanks to 

Congressman Benjamin Gilman (R-NY), 

chairman of the House International 

Relations Committee, and Congressman 

John Mica (R-FL), chairman of the House 

Civil Service Subcommittee, H.R. 3249, 

which seeks to address the problem of fed¬ 

eral employees' having been placed in the 

wrong retirement system, also contains a 

provision to amend current law to include 

the Foreign Service in the open season. At 

press time, this bill was expected to be con¬ 

sidered by the full House of Representatives 

during the last week of March. 

Those under the old system who plan to 

stay in government for more than five 

years—and who switch to the new system 

and can afford to contribute at least five 

percent of their salary to the TSP—will get a 

free five percent annual (maximum) contri¬ 

bution from Uncle Sam—effectively a five 

percent tax-deferred raise. Those who can 

afford it are encouraged to contribute ten 

percent of their salary. The employee's 

contribution, plus the matching five percent 

from Uncle Sam, will be tax-deferred and 

will continue to compound until with¬ 

drawals begin at retirement age, when the 

retiree is likely at a lower tax bracket. This 

might well be a terrific deal. 

In terms of investment choices, the TSP 

offers three funds. Investments can be 

made to accounts in five percent incre¬ 

ments, up to ten percent of salary, not to 

exceed $ 10,000. 

(1) Common Stock Index (C) Fund is 

comprised of a mix of common stock that 

roughly mirrors the Standard & Poor's 500 

Index. The C-Fund has had the highest 
cumulative return of the three TSP funds 

and has been the most popular. From 

1988 to 1996, the compound annual rate 

of return was 15.87 percent. The C-Fund 

skyrocketed recently, with returns of 37.41 

percent in 1995, 22.85 percent in 1996 

and 33.17 percent in 1997. Many ana¬ 

lysts predict that long-term the C-Fund will 

average a more modest ten percent return- 

still very good if inflation remains at three to 

four percent. It is important to remember that 

with the higher rates of returns in the C-Fund 

come higher market risks. 

(2) The Government Securities Index 

(G) Fund is comprised of special U.S. 

Treasury securities backed, of course, by 

the U.S. Government. Current maturities of 

these securities range from one to four 

days. This fund offers the lowest market risk 

in the TSP and the lowest return. From 

1 988 to 1996, the compound annual rate 

of return under the G-Fund was 7.67 per¬ 

cent. The G-Fund returns for 1995 through 
1997 were 7.03 percent, 6.76 percent 

and 6.77 percent, respectively. 

(3) The Fixed Income Index (F) Fund is 

comprised of a mixture of USG, corporate 

and mortgage-backed securities that make 

up the fixed-income securities market. This 

index fund attempts to mirror the perfor¬ 

mance of the Lehman Brothers Aggregate 

(LBA) Index, which measures the perfor¬ 

mance of the major U.S. markets. The aver¬ 

age maturity of securities in this fund is just 

over eight years, and the funds are all 

high-quality credit investments. The F-Fund 

offers slightly higher returns than the G- 

Fund with very low risk. From 1988 to 

1996, the compound annual rate of return 

under the F-Fund was 8.3 percent. The F- 

Fund returns for the last three years were 

1 8.31 percent in 1995, 3.66 percent in 

1996 and 9.6 percent in 1997. 

If there is an open season that includes 

the Foreign Service, AFSA encourages 

employees to carefully review their other 

investments and their retirement needs 

while they decide whether to change retire¬ 

ment plans. This is an individual decision 

which should be based on the individual's 

personal circumstances. Should employees 

consider switching to the new system, they 

should review their complete investment 

portfolios, assess their years left before 

retirement and their tolerance for risk in 

order to develop the right mix of the three plans. 

Most financial planners advise that you 

invest as early as you can, and as much as 

you can, in tax-deferred accounts such as 

the TSP Funds described above. These plan¬ 

ners also predict that, in the future, more 

than half of federal employees' retirement 

income will come from TSP investments in 

the GFund, assuming a maximum contribu¬ 

tion to the GFund plus an average annual 

return of ten percent. 

While recent market growth makes the 

new retirement plan seem attractive, there 

are some important considerations that 

Foreign Service employees should review 

before switching to the new system. 

Under the new system the employee 

loses .3 percent per year after switching 

and cannot earn and save additional sick 

leave to add to years of service. [To com¬ 

pute an annuity under the new system, use 

this formula: number of years and months 

under old system (FSRDS) + sick leave bal¬ 

ance at the time of transfer to new system 

(FSPS) x 2 percent + number of years and 

months under new system (FSPS) x 1.7 per¬ 

cent (for the first 20 years under FSPS and 

then 1 percent for the years under FSPS there¬ 

after) x high 3 average salary.] 

The new plan requires contributions to 
the Social Security system. To qualify for 

Social Security benefits, an employee must 

have earned at least 40 quarters under 

Social Security between public and private 

sector positions. The old plan, however, 

gives no credit for Social Security quarters 

earned in the past. In switching to the new 

plan, an employee can "unlock" Social 

Security benefits already credited by earn¬ 

ing additional benefits under the new plan 

and through any work performed after gov¬ 

ernment service. Remaining in the old system 

may result in losing money paid into Social 

Security before joining government service. 

The cost of living adjustment (COLA) 

under the old plan is the full Consumer 

Price Index (CPI). Under the new system, 

however, COLAs are calculated as follows: 

If the CPI is less than 2 percent, the COLA 

is the CPI; if the CPI is 2 to 3 percent, 

COLA is 2 percent; and if CPI is 3 percent 

or more, COLA is CPI minus 1 percent. 

This opportunity to change retirement plans 

was initiated by Sen. Ted Stevens (R-AK), 

chairman of the Senate Appropriations 

Committee, though he did not include the 

Foreign Service in the original legislation. 

Other supporters include Representatives Bob 

Livingston (R-LA), John Mica (R-FL), Ben 

Gilman (R-NY), Constance Morelia (R-MD) 

and Steny Hoyer (D-MD). We are grateful to 

all of them for their advocacy for federal 

employees. 

It is important to note that the Clinton 

Administration has not been supportive of 

the effort to allow employees to change 

plans and boost their retirement incomes. 

A large bipartisan group in Congress has 

been more employee-friendly on this issue 

and should have the votes to stop the 

President's proposal to repeal the open 

season. Nonetheless, it is important that 

we contact our legislators to express our 

support for H.R. 3249 as reported out of 

the Government Reform Committee, 

which includes the Foreign Service in the 

open season. Remember, though, that the 

law requires that in contacting your legis¬ 

lators, you do so on your own time and 

using your own resources. 

Once the Clinton Administration stops 

fighting this effort, most federal agencies 

will provide software packages and semi¬ 

nars to employees to assist in making this 

retirement plan decision. For now, 

employees should review the TSP materi¬ 

al regarding the two retirement systems 

already available from their human 

resources offices. 
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Letters 
Continued from page 4 

self-selection, the only obvious rational 

choice among the alternatives given in 

terms of pure self-interest, although it 

makes little sense from the "best use of 

scarce resources" perspective. This effort 

was an empty exercise, since a decision 

on coning methods had been made prior 

to the solicitation of comments by State. 

Self-selection would be offered to FSOs 

entering in January 1 997, PER decided, 

but no substantive change would be made 

to the status quo ante for JOs already in 

the system. Meanwhile, AFSA responded 

obliquely to its field reps as to its role in 

these deliberations and what it was pre¬ 

pared to do to address JO grievances 

once the decision had been announced. 

Despite numerous telegrams from AFSA 

overseas reps protesting the decision, 

reports from JOs who attended meetings 

with Ambassador La Porta in Washington 

were not encouraging. Instead, the meet¬ 

ing at Main State after the decision was 

announced gave the impression to many 

that AFSA was not about to engage State 

on one of the most important issues to 

unconed JOs. Yet, in his November mes¬ 

sage, Ambassador La Porta decried 

State's failure to "protect and nurture" its 

most precious investment, its FSOs. His sen¬ 

timents are on the mark, but AFSA's role in 

the JO coning issue exposes a substantial 

gap between word and deed in terms of nur¬ 

turing and protecting. What we are left with 

is a system that cones JOs not with the goal 

of making the best use of scarce resources, 

but rather of avoiding a lawsuit. This is no 

way to run an airline, folks. 

David M. Birdsey, Economic Officer, 

U.S. Embassy Bonn 

I AGREE WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH THE THRUST OF 

Ann Irvine's letter ("Unfair Tax on Homes," 

February AFSA News) and suggest that 

AFSA take up the gauntlet on behalf of all 

FS employees who have been and who will 

be subjected to this unfair tax. 

I retired in 1995 and was required to 

reside away from my District of Columbia 

residence. My home there, which was 

vacated in 1 992 and became a rental 

property when I transferred from the State 

Department to an overseas assignment for 

three years, remained a rental property 

and, thus, not my principal residence. I 

sold the property in 1997 and will have to 

pay dearly on the capital gain. 

AFSA might want to take steps to deter¬ 

mine how much interest there is in this issue 

by communicating with its membership and 

simply ask if this is a problem area which it 

should address. I certainly believe it's a real 

and growing problem, which AFSA should 

take on as soon as possible. 

Bernard J. Woerz, Retired FSO, 

Coconut Grove, Fla. 

verbatim 
"We FS men and women serve today in countries 

marred By violence and civil unrest and 

severe economic and political instability. 

We serve because we believe in our country 

and we believe in our mission. Many of us serve 

with outdated equipment, while living in 

substandard housing, and in the face of an 

expanding workload without equally expanding 

resources. AFSA asks that we be given the tools 

we need to shape world events to advance 

America's national interests. We firmly support 

full funding of the international affairs account 

for FY99 and we ask that the Subcommittee 

move quickly on this legislation." 

AFSA President Dan Geisler, Testimony to the Senate 

Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, 

Justice, State and the Judiciary, February 26. 

TAX & FINANCIAL SERVICES AFSA TAX COUNSEL: Problems of tax & COMPLETE TAX & ACCOUNTING SER- 

ATTORNEY, FORMER FOREIGN SER¬ 
VICE OFFICER: Extensive experience w/ tax 
problems peculiar to the Foreign Service. 
Available for consultation, tax planning, and 
preparation of returns: 

M. Bruce Hirshorn, Boring & Pilger 
Suite D, 307 Maple Ave, West 

Vienna, VA 22180 (703) 281-2161 
Fax: (703)281-9464 email bhirshorn@aol.com 

FREE TAX CONSULTATION: For over¬ 
seas personnel. We process returns as 
received, without delay. Preparation and rep¬ 
resentation by Enrolled Agents. Federal and 
all states prepared includes “TAX TRAX” 
unique mini-financial planning review with rec¬ 
ommendations. Full planning available. Get 
the most from your financial dollar! Financial 
Forecasts Inc., Barry B. De Marr, CFP, EA 
1001 N. Highland St. #301 Arlington, Va 
22201, Clarendon Metro, (703) 841-1040, 
FAX (703) 841-5865. 

ATTORNEY, MASTER’S IN TAX: Ten 
years experience preparing tax returns and 
advising clients. Author of THE EX-PAT’S 
GUIDE TO U.S. TAXES. Clients overseas 
welcome. JANE BRUNO, 4809 N. 25th St., 
Arlington, VA 22207 Tel (703) 525-8106 FAX: 
(703) 525-3327 e-mail: akljr@erols.com 

finance. Never a charge to AFSA members for 
telephone guidance. Bob Dussell at tax work 
both within and without IRS since '37. Now 
solely in practice to assist FS employees and 
their families. Bob Dussell (703) 841-0158; fax 
(703) 522-5726. Office 100’ from Virginia 
Square Metro station at 3601 Fairfax Drive, 
Arlington, VA 22201. 

FORMER FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER 
NOW PRACTICING LAW IN DC/MD. General 
practice; estate planning: wills, trusts, living 
wills, powers of attorney; probate administra¬ 
tion; domestic relations; FS grievances. 
Gregory V. Powell; Furey, Doolan & Abell, 
LLP; 8401 Conn Ave., #1100, Chevy Chase, 
MD 20815 (301) 652-6880 fax (301) 652-8972. 

ROLAND S. HEARD. CPA 
1091 Chaddwyck Dr. 
Athens, GA 30606 

Tel/FAX (706) 769-8976 
E-mail; RSHEARDCPA@aol.com 

• U.S. income tax services 
• Many FS & contractor clients 
• Practiced before the IRS 
• Financial planning 
• American Institute of CPAs, Member 

FIRST CONSULTATION FREE 

VICE: Specialize in Foreign Service and over¬ 
seas contractor situations. Virginia M. Test, 
CPA 2595 Chandler Ave. # 18, Las Vegas, 
NV 89120, (702) 795-3648, FAX (702) 433- 
9191, e-mail VTest@aol.com 

ATTORNEY 

FORMER FOREIGN SERVICE 
GRIEVANCE BOARD MEMBER with 25 
years experience in employment and person¬ 
nel law before MSPB, FLRA and EEOC. 
Specializing in Federal employee grievances 
concerning performance evaluations, discipli¬ 
nary actions, involuntary removal, sexual 
harassment and discrimination based on 
handicap (including alcohol and drug abuse). 
Free Initial Consultation. 

Sam Horn, Tel. and Fax (301) 933-9723 

WILL/ESTATE PLANNING by attorney 

who is a former FSO. Have your will reviewed 
and updated, or new one prepared: No 
charge for initial consultation. M. Bruce 
Hirshorn, Boring & Pilger Suite D, 307 Maple 

Ave. W, Vienna, VA 22180 (703)281-2161, 
Fax(703) 281-9464 e-mail bhirshorn@aol.com 
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GRIEVANCES: MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT OR 

SEPARATION? DEFECTIVE EER? 
Attorney with 19 years succesful experi¬ 

ence SPECIALIZING IN FS GRIEVANCES 
will represent you to protect vital interests in 
these or other career matters including non¬ 
promotion, selection out, non-tenuring, disci¬ 
plinary actions at State, AID, USIA, and Com¬ 
merce. Call Bridget R. Mugane at (202) 387- 
4383 (Farragut Square) or (301) 596-0175. 
Free initial consultation. 

TAX PREPARATION 
CPA, SPECIALIST in offshore U.S. tax¬ 

payer issues. 40+ years experience. Tax and 
estate planning and TAX RETURN PREPA¬ 
RATION, all federal and all states. Initial con¬ 
tact - no charge or obligation. Absolutely con¬ 
fidential. Special care for delinquent filers, 
social security acct problems, IRS and state 
controversies. JOHN D. NEBEKER, CPA 
179 No. Nightfall Ave., Tucson, AZ 85748 Tel. 
or Fax (520) 721-7718, E-mail MirthaN@aol.com 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
PEAKE MANAGEMENT-Go with the best! 

Lindsey Peake was 1995's #1 Top Producer 
for Property Management and a 1996 winner 
of the Leasing Award. 

Since 1982, this FS family has had very 
satisfied clients due to our active marketing 
program, superior tenant screening, special¬ 
ization in property management, thorough 
inspections, monthly statements, e-mail, reli¬ 
able vendors and a great deal of caring. Give 
me a call to talk about how we can best help 
you while you're overseas. My experienced, 
detail-oriented staff make the transition very 
smooth. 

Ask your friends about us. You’ll find many 
have worked with us. We’d love to work with 
you too. Lindsey Peake: Tel. (703) 448-0212, 
Fax 703-448-9652, e-mail: peake@com- 
puserve.com 6842 Elm Street, McLean, VA 
22101. Look forward to hearing from you 
today! 

DIPLOMAT PROPERTIES, INC. Were 
proud to provide excellence in property man¬ 
agement during your assignment abroad. 
Serving No. Va. only. (Owned and operated 
by a former Foreign Service family). We offer 
the following: highly experienced manage¬ 
ment, quality tenants, superior maintenance, 
strong communication, effective advertising at 
no extra cost, 24 hour emergency service. Get 
to know us, a company that cares. For man¬ 
agement services information, contact: Robin 
Gomez, Tel. (703) 522-5900, Fax (703) 525- 
4713. E-mail: dipprop@earthlink.net 3900 N. 
Fairfax Drive, Suite 204, Arlington, VA 22203. 

J.P. PROPERTIES, LTD.: Complete pro¬ 
fessional dedication to the management of res¬ 
idential property in Northern Virginia. Our pro¬ 
fessionals will provide personal attention to 
your home, careful tenant screening, and video 
inspections of your property. We are equipped 
to handle all of your properly management 
needs. We work 7 days a week! Over 19 years 
real estate experience and Foreign Sen/ice 
overseas living experience. JOANN PIEKNEY, 
301 Maple Ave. W., 4-C, Vienna, VA 22180. 
Tel. (703) 938-0909 Fax (703) 281-9782 E- 
mail: jpiekney@aol.com 

FAHEY & ASSOCIATES: Do you want 
professional and caring property management 
for your select Northern Virginia property? 
Expertise and personal attention to detail are 
the hallmarks of our established firm. Call 
Gerry Romberg for exceptional service. 6842 
Elm Street, Suite 303, McLean, VA 22101 
(703) 691-2006, Fax (703) 448-9652 e-mail: 
75702.3176@compuserve.com 

WASHINGTON MANAGEMENT SER- 
VICES: Residential property management is 
our only business. Call or write: 2015 Q St. 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20009. Tel. (202) 462- 
7212, E-mail: wmsdc@ix.netcom.com 

MANOR SERVICES: Former federal law 
enforcement officer, offers BEST tenant 
screening. Frequent inspections. Mortgages 
paid. Repairs. Close PERSONAL attention. 
We’re small, but VERY effective. FS and Mil. 
refs. Our rates are lower than anyone on this 
page.And our SERVICE is better, too. Com- 
pare-you'll see. We don’t sell, we do “HANDS- 
ON” management, only. TERSH NORTON 
Box 42429, Washington, DC 20015 Tel. (202) 
363-2990, Fax (202)363-4736 e-mail: nor- 
tont@erols.com 

REALTY GROUP, INC. 
Specializing in D.C. 

Property Management & Sales 
Credit Checks • Repair Forecasting 

Quarterly Inspection • Monthly Statements 
References Available 

AMY FISHER: (202) 544-8762 
DON TORRILLO: (202) 547-4602 

Fax:(202) 543-7630 
E-mail: realtygp@erols.com 

TIRED OF PAYING TOO MUCH FOR 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT? 

Professional Management of Northern Vir¬ 
ginia properties. Advertising of property in 
MLS & newspaper, tenant screening, collec¬ 
tion of rent, & coordination of repairs. 1/2 one 
month's rent leasing fee for one year lease. 
Our management fee is 6.5% of one month's 
rent. Over 25 years combined real estate expe¬ 
rience. Mike Smith & Jennifer Wheeler, 
RE/MAX Metro 100, Inc. 5501 Backlick Rd. 
#100, Springfield, VA 22151 (703) 658-4713 
toll free (800) 445-4576, e-mail: 
homes@remaxcentral.com 

FOCUSED ON QUALITY 
WJD Management is competitively 

priced, of course. However, if you are consid¬ 
ering hiring a property management firm, don’t 
forget the old saying “You get what you pay 
for.” Property management is essentially an 
information management business. There is 
definitely a proper and an improper way to 
manage this information. Without the right 
staff, the right software, and in particular the 
right attitude, the management of your home 
can easily become problematic for everyone 
involved. All of us at WJD have worked for 
other property management firms in the past, 
and we have learned what to do and more 
importantly what not to do from our experi¬ 
ences at these companies. We invite you to 
explore our web site at www.wjdpm.com for 
more information, or call us at (703) 684-0800. 

REAL ESTATE 
ELEGANT APARTMENTS AT RIVER 

PLACE. Arlington, VA; Efficiencies one-, two- 
bedrooms, two blocks from metro, FSI. Bike or 
Metro to Pentagon. Superior furnishings, 
immediate phone and CATV, microwave, 
linens and many amenities. Site has spa, 
rates within your per diem. Call (301) 279- 
0392 or fax Sojourner Housing at (301) 762- 
7692 for brochure or reservations Email: 
sojourn@pop.erols.com 

AGS REALTY - Property Management. 
Saying the right thing is easy, but doing the 
right thing is what we are all about: • Manage¬ 
ment, leasing, and sales • Serving Virginia, 
Maryland and DC • 31 years experience* We 
save you money & keep tenants happy* With 
us you'll never look elsewhere* Efficient Ser¬ 
vice with personal attention* References? Talk 
with any of our clients. You’ll be sure you have 
made the right choice when you work with us. 

Call Caroline Hilliard. Tel: (202) 333-1815 
Fax: (202) 333-1652 E-mail: 
agsrealty@erols.com AGS REALTY, 2121 
Wisconsin Ave. NW #320 Wash., D.C. 20007. 

VIRGINIA 
Licensed Real Estate Broker in VA and 

MD, certified by National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, and certified Buyer agent. 15 
years abroad as career FS and as World Bank 
spouse provide experience for international or 
domestic relocations. Marghi (Barone) Fauss, 
Associate Broker, McEnearney & Associates 
(703) 9090 ext 243 Fax (703) 370-1410, E- 
mail: marghif@aol.com 

TEMPORARY HOUSING 
A MAIN STATE TOUR IN 1998? The 

sooner we begin planning your home pur¬ 
chase, the easier the transition will be for you 
and your family. There are a variety of hous¬ 
ing options in N. Virginia offering easy access 
to public transportation, safe and secure 
neighborhoods and a good rental market for 
your home when you go overseas. 

Having provided exclusive representation 
as a buyer agent for FS personnel over the 
past ten years, we can focus quickly and effi¬ 
ciently on your special housing requirements. 
Discover How Much You Can Buy.. And How 
To Get It Now. Contact Marilyn Cantrell, 
CRS, GRI, Assoc. Broker at McEnearney 
Assoc., 1320 Old Chain Bridge Rd, McLean, 
VA 22101, Tel (703) 790-9090. Fax (703) 734- 
9460, e-mail: mcemcln@erols.com 

TEMPORARY HOUSING 
NFATC Bound? D.C. TOUR? 

EXECUTIVE HOUSING CONSULTANTS, 
The Washington area’s short-term rental spe¬ 
cialists. Metro locations. In Virginia: “The Best 
of River Place” walk to Rosslyn metro and 
Georgetown; 15 mins, on Metro bus or State 
shuttle to NFATC. In D.C. and Maryland: 
Selection of furnished apartments, townhous- 
es and houses. Some allow pets. For more info 
Fax (301) 907-7329 Tel.(301) 951-4111 E-mail 
exchsng@erols.com or write EXECUTIVE 
HOUSING CONSULTANTS, 7315 Wisconsin 
Ave., Ste 603 E., Bethesda, MD. 20814. 

Classified ad rate $1/word, $10/header or 
box. Call Adv. Mgr. Tel. (202) 944-5507 
Fax (202)338-8244, E-mail: fsjads@afsa.org 
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Foreign Service Associates can provide 
fully furnished apartments at River Place just 
5 minutes from the new NFATC facility and 
one block from SA-15. We have efficiencies, 1 
bedrooms, and some 2 bedrooms, usually 
within your per diem. Apts, are fully furnished 
kitchens, cable TV, telephone, linens, and all 
utilities included. Write Foreign Service 
Associates, P.O. Box 12855, Arlington, VA 
22209 or call (800) 993-6997, Fax (703) 527- 
0279, E-mail: FSAssoc1@aol.com 

FLORIDA 
Enjoy sun, gracious living, and no State 

Income Tax. Former FSO Paul Byrnes spe¬ 
cializes in sales in Sarasota, the jewel of Flori¬ 
da’s Gulf coast, but can assist with property 
anywhere in the State. Call toll free: 1 (800) 
766-1610. Use E-mail: byrnes@family-net.org 
or write him at Prudential FI Realty, 100 N. 
Tamiami Tr., Sarasota, Florida 34236. 

FLORIDA 
Longboat Key / Sarasota. Luxury 

homes/villas/condos/ and NO state income 
taxes. I can help with exploratory trip. 
SHARON OPER, Ron Baldwin & Assoc. 
Tel/Fax (941) 387-7199; E-mail: 
lbk@home.com 

NORTHWEST ISLAND RETREAT: Spec¬ 
tacular views 4 - season, mild climate, sophis¬ 
ticated & safe community, wonderful boating, 
crabbing, fishing, hiking, between Seattle & 
Vancouver, B.C. Contact former FSO Jan 
Zehner, Coldwell Banker Orcas Island, E- 
mail: cborcas@pacificrim.com 1 (800) 522- 
7072; (360) 376-2114, Fax (360) 376-5095, 
P.O. Box 127, Eastwood, WA 98245. 

CENTRAL FLORIDA GOLF COURSE 
COMMUNITY ORANGE CITY Featuring 2-3-4 
Bedroom/ 2 bath plans. Single family homes 
$80’s, includes lot, deed restricted, city water, 
sewer, halfway between Orlando &'Daytona, 
I - 4 Exit 54. Sherwood Oaks Development, 
Gerry McNeil, former FS (904) 775-1197, 
(800) 772-1197, Fax (904) 775-4355. 

FOR RENT 
HISTORIC CAPITOL HILL TOWN- 

HOUSE. Fully furnished-3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
eat-in kitchen, fenced in patio/garden. Central 
A/C; cable TV. Minutes from Metro, stores, 
restaurants, movies. References from previ¬ 
ous FSO family. Available May to September. 
Exact dates negotiable. $1,200/mo + utilities. 
Call (202) 546-0341, E-mail: oldacre@aol.com 

FOR SALE 
CONDO FOR SALE: Good Investment! 

Falls Church garden condo, 2 BR 2 BA FP, 
Deck w/ lake view. Excellent access to schools, 
Metro, shopping, $112,900. Tel/Fax (334) 
887-2375. 

LONG - TERM LEASE 
FSO couple offers 3 bedroom, 3 bath, dining 

rm, eat-in kitchen, walk-in closet home on Capi¬ 
tol Hill for 2 yr. lease from Aug/Sep. Newly ren¬ 
ovated with dry basement storage, 
washer/dryer, deck, alarm system. 1 blk to Lin¬ 
coln Park, walk to the Mall. $1,200/month + util. 
(202) 543-7439 (evenings) e-mail: 
robk16@aol.com 

TORY SKI RESORT AND ONE AND A HALF 
HOURS FROM TELLURIDE. Long and short¬ 
term rental available, fully furnished including 
linens and many amenities, three bedrooms 
and two and a half bathrooms, outdoor 
jacuzzi, privacy, mountain views, CATV, Bal¬ 
conies. Owner is in the Foreign Service. Call 
Needles Real Estate, Office: (970) 385-7797. 
E-mail: need_re@frontier.net and cell phone 
(970) 946-5665. 

Vienna, VA., close to schools/Metro. 4BR, 
3.5 BA, family room,finished basement, Eat-in 
kitchen, abuts parkland, available 08/01/98. 
Contact J. Sheely, (703) 255-3311 E-mail: 
FXColgan@aol.com 

CONDO ADAMS MORGAN Avail. Mid - 
July 1998 2 BR, 1 1/2 BA, 1045 sq ft, fpl W/D 
CAC D/W, bit in bkcs, W2W carpet in BR & BA, 
big kitchen (gas), rfdk, 2nd fl, 20 unit bldg. 18th 
St & downtown views, bsmt storage, quiet end 
of 18th St. L-1 bus to Dept. $1,400/month 
(w/cable) Karen Sasahara, Fax (202) 647-0221 
Tel (202) 647-7253. 

CORSICA VACATION RENTAL. Beautiful 
villa in Corsica, France. Spectacular view, 
next to beach. 3 BR, 3 bath, fully furnished. 
Reduced Spring rates. 

E-mail: monicagianni@dwt.com 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 
US IMMIGRATION/VISA PRACTICE. 

London - based practice established by retired 
FSO in 1988. Two practitioners provide a 
range of visa services, particularly employ¬ 
ment and investment NIVs. Highly successful 
lucrative practice with varied clientele, ranging 
from large multinationals to individual E-2 
investors. Law degree useful but not essen¬ 
tial. Serious inquiries only. Phone +44-181- 
904-1950 (7:30 p.m.- 10:30 p.m. London time 
weekdays or on weekends). 

E-mail:office@us-visa-consult.demon.co.uk 

MOTHER’S DREAM 
Operate your business in the comfort of 

home. Nutritional products were recognized on 
the Today Show as one of the top 10 products 
of the year for children; they are covered under 
major medical health plan; and company is 
expanding into overseas markets. Don't trade 
hours for dollars-leverage your time to earn 
continual income. Give the gift of health and 
wealth to those you love. Foreign Service 
spouse Cynthia Olson, 703.768.6179, E-mail: 
olsons2@aol.com 

EMPLOYMENT 
Exciting opening for retiree or spouse... 

Growing management firm dealing primarily 
with the Foreign Service community needs a 
"PEOPLE PERSON" property manager - will¬ 
ing to train - salary negotiable, plus benefits. 
Also, openings for sales agents - call: Donna 
Courtney at Property Specialists, Inc. Tel. 
(703) 247-3357, Fax (703) 525-0006. 

NEW AFSAWEBPAGE 
THE CLASSIFIEDS: 

www.afsa.org 

DC/NW. Responsible, professional, pet 
lover, 6 month minimum. Available immediate¬ 
ly. Tel. (202) 775-3294. 

BOOKS 

ANY U.S. BOOK in print.Send check 
when books arrive. Salmagundi Books 66 
Main St, Cold Spring, NY 10516. e-Mail 
SALBOOKS@HIGHLANDS.COM 

Books, Books, Books. We have thou¬ 
sands in stock, do special orders daily, search 
for out-of-print books, large selection of CD's 
and cassettes; Jazz a specialty. Visa or Mas¬ 
tercard. THE VERMONT BOOK SHOP 
38 Main Street, Middlebury, VT 05753. 

SERVICES 
Needful Things - A service to FS community 

overseas by which you may purchase items 
needed from the USA 

• “Consumables” list items 
• Food/spices, 
• Clothing, magazines,contact 

lens solution, watch batteries, 
computer accessories, 

• Visa and Mastercard accepted 
• Price quotes available 
Tel. ( 407) 568-8595, Fax (407) 568-7763 

E-mail: eyaguilar@aol.com 20706 Nettleton 
St., Orlando, FL 32833. 

CALL JACQUI for STATESIDE SHOP¬ 
PING "We Buy Wholesale" Need Something 
Shipped? Try Us, We Ship Worldwide. 
Licensed & Bonded. 

AIS GATOR EXPORTS, INC. 201 Spring- 
song Rd. Lithia, FL 33547 Tel. (813) 689-2790, 
Fax (813) 685-1222. 

E-mail: hconrad@combase.com 

PURCHASES 
BEADS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 

Jewelry Findings, Stringing Materials, Tools, 
Books, Tips and More. For catalog send $5 
(redeemable w/order) to: BEADZIP, 2316-D 
Sarah Lane, Falls Church, VA 22043 Tel. (703) 
849 - 8463. 

110-220-VOLT 
EXPORT PRODUCTS 

Transformers, Voltage Regulators, 
TV/VCR, Electronics, Appliances, Office Prod¬ 
ucts, Supplies. Embassy: Tel. (703) 845-0800 
Fax (703) 820-9385 E-mail: 
embassy@embassy-usa.com Visit our show¬ 
room (Please see our display ad). 

INTERNATIONAL 
AUDIO/VIDEO ELECTRONICS 

We specialize in the sales of consumer 
electronics to the international community 
since 1974. We carry a full line of 220 volt 
electronics working on PAL/SECAM/NTSC 
system. Price quotations from 
PVOs/NGOs/USG welcome. EXPORTS 
ELECTRONICS, INC. 1719 Connecticut Ave. 
NW, Washington, D.C. 20009. Near Dupont 
Circle.M-F 9:30 - 6:30 Sat 9:30 - 6:00 Sun 12 
- 5 Voice: 202-232-2244, Fax: (202) 265-2435 
lnternet:http://www. erols.com/aval, email: 
aval@erols.com (Small business, Minority, 
Women owned). 
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Focus 

The stock market crash of 1929 

developed into the Great 

Depression partly because there was 

no international bank of last resort. 

The London financial market could 

no longer play that role, and the U.S. 

market was not yet ready to take 

Britain’s place. So the Depression 

kept on getting worse. Both credi¬ 

tors and debtors were ruined; there 

was very little demand for equity shares; one company 

after another closed down. We till know the results of that 

debacle: a great depression followed by a great war. 

The lesson was well learned. When leaders assembled 

after World War II, they heeded the advice of John 

Maynard Keynes and others, and created two interna¬ 

tional banks of last resort: the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund. In the current Asian crisis, 

it is the loans of these institutions that have set limits to 

tlie crisis — limits diat did not exist in 1929. This is all the 

more true since the conditions diat diey have attached to 

dieir loans will help die recipients to correct errors diat 

triggered the crisis. 

When die IMF and die World Bank were first set up, 

tiiey were die main source of available capital. It took quite 

a while for private financing sources to regain dieir 

strength after the war, but now their resources vasdy 

exceed diose of multilateral development banks and die 

IMF. These international institutions can play an impor¬ 

tant role, but it is now private investment and commercial 

banks and stock exchanges diat move most capital about 

die world. They can do it a great deal more rapidly and 

efficiendy and on a much larger scale tiian ever before. 

Indeed, it was the global reach of diis private sector, more 

than of governments, that made possible die unprece- 

Henry Owen is a senior adviser to Salomon-Smith 
Barney and is co-chairman of the Bretton Woods 
Committee, which seeks to support and improve the 
work of international financial institutions. Owen 
sewed in the State Department from 1946 to 1969, 
including three years as head of the Policy Planning 
Council. He later was director of foreign policy stud¬ 
ies at the Brookings Institution, and during the Carter 
administration served as ambassador-at-large for the 
G-7 economic summits. 

dented and long-lasting global boom 

after 1945 — a boom that has benefit¬ 

ed not only die industrial countries of 

Japan, Western Europe and North 

America, but also such emerging mar¬ 

ket areas as Latin America, Southeast 

Asia, and Central Europe. 

When the present crisis developed 

in Asia, however, the private sector 

drew back. It was scared. Until die con¬ 

fidence of the private sector has been fully restored, which 

will take time, it will be the IMF and tire World Bank diat 

will have to help hold die line against deepening recession. 

There is a great deal of furor right now about these 

international financial institutions’ role. Some on die 

right criticize diese institutions, and particularly the IMF, 

for intervening in free markets; some on die left argue 

diat the IMF protects bankers and odier rich folks, and 

leaves die poor to get poorer. Bodi criticisms miss the 

point. The conditions that die IMF attaches to its aid 

require governments to stand to one side, so that free 

markets can function; tiiis helps rich and poor, alike — at 

least in the long run. At the same time, World Bank aid, 

dirough long-term development projects in fields such as 

healtii, education and family planning, helps to cushion 

the effects of die free market in some countries. 

The economic pain in these troubled Asian nations 

will still be great enough to serve as a powerful deterrent 

to a repetition of the errors diat brought it about. So 

other emerging market countries will much prefer to 

take die advice of die IMF, thereby avoiding these mis¬ 

taken economic policies and die pain and suffering 

caused by these errors. At die heart of this analysis is the fact of economic 

globalization. There’s a lot of debate as to 

whether diis globalization is good or bad, but diat 

argument is largely irrelevant. Blue collar unions, envi¬ 

ronmentalists, and even the Pope have raised questions 

about economic globalization. But it keeps on moving 

forward, and diat won’t change. The real question is not 

whedier it can be halted (it can’t), but whedier diere is 

anytiiing diat can be done to protect, at least in some 

degree, diose who are most vulnerable to its worst 

effects. That is what the World Bank does, while die IMF 

protects societies as a whole against a repetition of 1929. 

Environmentalists, 

unions, even the Pope 

raise questions about 

globalization, but it 

keeps moving forward. 
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Focus 

Whether the IMF will be able to continue to play this 

role on the scale required depends on the outcome of the 

debate now raging in die U.S. Congress. A considerable 

number of Republicans and quite a few Democrats argue 

that the IMF distorts die working of free markets, and dius 

prolongs the ills facing some emerging market countries — 

and, anyway, it costs too much. 

Supporters of the IMF address the last argument first. 

The IMF does not receive funds from the U.S. govern¬ 

ment; it borrows these funds and repays them with inter¬ 

est. Over the years since the IMF’s founding, the U.S. gov¬ 

ernment has made considerable money by lending to the 

IMF, which in turn lends these funds to member countries 

that repay them. 

As to the effect on free markets: If precipitate econom¬ 

ic declines, such as now afflict some Asian countries, con¬ 

tinue, they are apt to lead to protectionist and other nation¬ 

alist economic policies that destroy free markets, as was the 

case in the Great Depression. If the IMF had been at hand 

to lend funds to the German government in 1931, Hitler 

might never have come to power in the wake of rising 

unemployment and declining production. 

That is why the Congress will probably sustain die IMF 

and provide die resources (around $18 billion) that the 

administration is requesting. Such wise and cool heads as 

those of Jim Leach, Republican chairman of the relevant 

House committee, and Richard Gephardt, liberal House 

Democratic leader, now support die IMF. Rep. Jesse 

Jackson Jr. (D) is of the same view, although he notes diat 

this stand is not easy to sell to his Chicago congressional 

district. None of these congressmen want to see growing 

Asian economic crisis lead to other countries’ adopting 

protectionist or even autarkic policies that would under¬ 

mine the world economic growth from which the U.S. 

benefits. 

The congressional risk is less that the IMF bill will be 

defeated than that it will be so laden down widi unwise, 

irrelevant, and self-defeating conditions (e.g., regarding 

abortion) as to cause it to sink of its own weight beneath 

die waves of congressional politics and procedures. 
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In past years, the Congress has 

often attached to bills providing for 

IMF funding a provision that the exec¬ 

utive branch should study the possibil¬ 

ity of raising IMF funds not from gov¬ 

ernments but from private financial 

markets, as the World Bank does. 

Those provisions have not led to 

much action, but this year may be dif¬ 

ferent. Governments may well agree 

that the next time the IMF needs more money, some of 

this money should be sought in private financial markets. 

The outstanding record of the IMF in repaying its obliga¬ 

tions should make these markets receptive. A very modest 

borrowing probe in this direction might lead to a small 

precedent-setting success, so that a much larger part of 

the IMF’s needs might be met from private markets 

thereafter. 

There has been resistance to this idea on die part of 

some countries that fear it would free the IMF manage¬ 

ment from the control of govern¬ 

ments. If we look at die record, how¬ 

ever, private markets are at least as 

tight-fisted as governments. It is 

unlikely diat these markets would 

support the IMF embarking on 

adventures that governments would 

not have tolerated. 

If the present crisis moves the 

IMF in this direction of private 

financing, perhaps it will have served one useful purpose, 

despite all the pain it caused. At any rate, this is an idea 

that merits more careful scrutiny than it has received in 

the past. 

But the immediate issue is not the longer-term future, 

but what to do about die IMF now. It is too late to embark 

on experiments this year. A congressional vote should now 

be sought on the administrations proposal. If diat vote is 

positive, as I believe it will be, then there will be plenty of 

time afterward to draw lessons for die future. ■ 

Perhaps the IMF should 

start raising money 

from private sources, 

rather than exclusively 

from governments. 
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FOR A NEW, PROGRESSIVE IMF 

THE IMF SHOULD TEMPER, 

NOT FEED, SPECULATIVE 

FRENZIES, PROTECT WORKERS 

BIJ Robert Borosage 

.reasury Secretaiy Robert Rubin has enlisted the Business 
Roundtable and other corporate lobbies to press the Congress for $18 million in borrowing authority to bolster the 
International Monetary Fund in the wake of the Asian financial collapse. Despite the secretary’s sterling reputation, 
the business community’s impressive clout, and nearly universal editorial approval, Rubin is having a hard time round¬ 
ing up the votes. 

As the emergency room doctor for the global economy, the IMF faces charges of malpractice and question, 
about its license. The fund intercedes when countries face currency crises. Many critics argue the fund is more 
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quack than cure. In Asia, the IMF 

lias received withering criticism for 

imposing remedies that have little 

to do with the source of the crisis, 

thereby making it worse. But the 

debate about the fund is part of a 

far broader struggle over regulating 

the global economy, a policy and 

political debate likely to frame a 

good portion of our politics over 

the next decades. The crisis is Asia is, in cause and in effect, a global 

crisis. The Asian tigers — Thailand, Indonesia, 

Korea — have been shaken by the bursting of a 

classic speculative bubble. The bubble was inflated by 

profligate short-term loans to and equity speculation in 

Asian companies, with U.S., European and Japanese 

banks and investment houses central participants in the 

folly. Despite ritual assurances — just a “glitch in the 

road” said President Clinton last fall — the crisis is much 

more serious than initially expected. Currencies and 

stock markets have plunged throughout Asia. Initial IMF 

bailout plans proved inadequate in South Korea, 

Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines. Bankruptcies 

and layoffs have just begun. Food riots are spreading in 

Indonesia. Over a million workers are facing layoffs in 

Korea. Analysts fear that aftershocks of the crisis may yet 

shake Russia, Brazil and otiier developing nations. The 

impact in the industrial nations is just beginning to be 

felt. Japan — already in recession and with a banking sys¬ 

tem burdened by bad debts — will face greater pressure 

from lost markets and bankrupt investments in Asia, and 

greater competition in export markets from the Asian 

tigers. China — facing slower growth amid a wrenching 

reduction of wasteful state enterprises — will also con¬ 

tend with greater competition for export markets. If 

China devalues or Japan allows the yen to depreciate as 

many fear, it could trigger another round of competitive 

devaluations, and global deflation. 

Robert Borosage is the co-director of the Campaign for 

America’s Future, a new organization that seeks to insert 

a populist economic agenda into the debate about the 

nation’s future. He earlier served as the director of the 

Institute for Policy Studies. 

The impact on Europe and tire 

U.S. has yet to be measured, but, as 

Jeffrey E. Garten, dean of the Yale 

School of Management, notes, “It’s 

simply not credible that a third of 

the world can suddenly go from 

dynamic growth to widespread 

recession without affecting our own 

economy.” Even if current efforts to 

staunch the hemorrhaging are suc¬ 

cessful, U.S. exports to the region — which constitute 

30 percent of the total — will decline. Exports else¬ 

where will face tougher competition. Our markets will 

be flooded with lower-priced goods. Conservative esti¬ 

mates predict a trade deficit increased by $50 to 100 

billion in the current year. Rule of thumb estimates 

suggest over one million workers will lose their jobs 

over the next 18 months. Wages and profits will be 

under pressure as corporations struggle to meet the 

competition. 

The most knowledgeable are the most alarmed. 

Barton Biggs, the chairman of Morgan Stanley Asset 

Management, warns that the “U.S. economy inevitably 

will begin to be hollowed out and the protectionist out¬ 

cry begin. World-wide competitive devaluation, trade 

wars and deflationary' tendencies could result in a syn¬ 

chronized global slowdown recession and simultaneous 

bear markets in Western stock markets. A vicious circle 

could develop.” Even Chairman of the Federal 

Reserve Alan Greenspan, a man not given to rhetorical 

excess, has warned of the dangers of generalized 

“deflation.” 

Representatives of the Clinton administration 

and the International Monetary Fund have 

labored to blame the crisis primarily on Asia’s 

“crony capitalism.” And it is true that authoritari¬ 

an regimes in East Asia, as Korean President Kim 

Dae Jung has argued, lived a “lie.” But crony capi¬ 

talism isn’t new. Indeed, the Asian tigers received 

lavish praise from the World Bank and the IMF for 

getting the “fundamentals right” — high savings 

rate, low inflation, balanced budgets. They were 

the sole countries in the world to enjoy year after 

year of significant growth, lifting living standards 

for their people. 

What burst in Asia was a classic speculative bubble. 

IMF policies bail out 

speculators, while 

imposing austerity on 

the poor and creating 

unnecessary recessions. 
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Deregulation — dismantling capital and currency con¬ 

trols without the regulation needed to monitor the risk 

— opened a flood of short term, speculative money, 

predicated on die general assumption that growth 

would continue indefinitely. But when China devalued 

in 1994 and the yen lost 40 percent of its value in dol¬ 

lars, East Asian exports faced new competition. When 

growth slowed, nervous speculators started to get out, 

and the bubble burst. The IMF then stepped in to try to stem the cri¬ 

sis. But the IMF has been as much part of the 

problem as part of the solution. The fund 

helped create the bubble by pushing the Asian 

nations to end controls on capital accounts and cur¬ 

rency flows before sensible banking regulations were 

in place. It helped feed the bubble by bailing out 

speculators from profligate loans in Mexico and else¬ 

where, creating what Treasury Secretary Rubin calls 

the “moral hazard” of gamblers encouraged to bet 

ever more recklessly, confident their losses will be 

covered on the down side. It helped attract more 

investors into the bubble by lavishly praising the 

Asian economic management that it now condemns 

for rampant corruption and crippling debt. And when 

the crisis began, the fund marched in — and by its 

own admission in Indonesia and Thailand — helped 

spread the panic rather than relieve it. 

Numerous experts have criticized the IMF stan¬ 

dard bailout program for reinforcing the very dynam¬ 

ics that caused the crisis. As Jeff Uscher, the editor of 

Grant’s Asia Observer, writes, the fund bails out the 

speculators, giving them back “100 cents on the dol¬ 

lar,” thus feeding the speculative fever for another 

round. It enforces austerity on the countries 

involved, boosting interest rates, demanding spend¬ 

ing cutbacks, requiring sale of assets to foreign 

investors at firesale prices, forcing countries to export 

their way out of the crisis. The funds package seems 

particularly inappropriate to the Asian countries 

where the problem was not in the public sector — 

these are countries with balanced budgets and high 

savings rates — but in private profligacy. Even Joseph 

Stiglitz, chief economist of the World Bank, publicly 

criticized the fund for pushing the Asian nations into 

unnecessarily severe recessions. 

The IMF and Congress 

Ironically, the strongest opposition to the administra¬ 

tion s IMF request is based in the Republican party. The 

social conservatives of the Republican right turned 

against globalization long before the Asian crisis. Pat 

Buchanan railed against the North American Free Trade 

Agreement, the World Trade Organization and fast-track 

trade authority. Conservative activist Gary Bauer led the 

religious right into the battle against most favored nation 

status for China. Much of the Republican class of 1994 

— what one Republican pollster called tire “black heli¬ 

copter crowd”— is generally suspicious of global institu¬ 

tions — from the United Nations to the “pointy headed 

bureaucrats” at the WTO. Last year, social conservatives 

blocked an emergency $3.5 billion supplemental that 

Treasury sought for the IMF by attaching an anti-abor¬ 

tion rider to it. 

Now, the protectionist right is joined by mainstream 

Republican free traders. The Heritage Foundation, the 

libertarian Cato Institute, and much of the American 

Enterprise Institute — all supportive of fast track—have 

come out against refunding the IMF. They have been 

joined by surprising allies in tire establishment like for¬ 

mer Secretary of State George Shultz and former 

Citibank head Walter Wriston. 

The free traders argue that tire IMF interferes in 

workings of the free market which otherwise would work 

out the financial crisis. Markets require punishment of 

tire improvident to discipline speculators and entrepre¬ 

neurs. Thus, speculators shouldn’t be bailed out of bad 

loans; improvident borrowers should be forced to take 

their losses. Republican presidential candidate Steve 

Forbes argues that fire IMF should be “told to take a 

hike,” and that “bailing out investors and speculators ... 

unwittingly encouraged speculative money flows else¬ 

where.” 

Democrats, on the other hand, generally favor public 

intervention and strong international institutions. They 

argue drat markets “work out” drese crises through defla¬ 

tion and depression. Since the 1930s, civilized nations 

have considered drat too big a risk. Thus House Minority 

leader Richard Gephardt, who led dre fight against fast 

track, has worked with the administration to round up 

support for the IMF request. But while progressives in 

the Democratic Party support an IMF, most of them 

strongly oppose this IMF. 
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For them, expanding the IMF 

without dramatic reforms is perverse. 

Its like giving a full gas can to an 

admitted arsonist in order to forestall 

future fires. In the Asian conflagration, 

they argue, the IMF may not have lit 

the match, but it helped provide the 

tinder, supply the gas and cheer on 

those who were playing with (ire. And 

once die smoke appeared, tile IMF 

shouted fire, adding to the panic. 

Moreover, support for the IMF is not an easy vote. As 

Rep. Barney Frank noted, “no one in New Bedford is 

urging me to vote $18 billion to the IMF.” Many union 

activists, mobilized around NAFTA and the fast-track 

debates, oppose IMF funding, as do die environmental 

and consumer groups that led the fight against fast-track. 

The AFL-CIO has not mobilized union opposition, but it 

has conditioned its support on structural reforms of the 

IMF, including support for worker rights. So progressive Democrats — led by David Bonior, 

Barney Frank, Bemie Sanders and others — have 

been pushing for reform of the IMF and die 

international system as a price of their support (though it 

seems that in March Bonior for one had reached a com¬ 

promise vvitii the administration tiiat would allow him to 

support IMF funding). They’ve introduced amendments 

demanding tiiat the fund’s work be opened to outsiders, 

that it practice the transparency it preaches to others. 

They insist that the fund’s programs measure their 

impact on workers and die environment, and take con¬ 

crete steps to further basic worker rights and environ¬ 

mental protections. They want the fund to stop promot¬ 

ing an export-oriented growth strategy, and start laying 

die conditions for what economist Lester Thurow calls a 

“shift to a strategy of internal growth.” They urge 

Secretary Rubin and the president to press Japan and 

Germany to stimulate their economies to provide a glob¬ 

al stimulus, alleviating the deflationary effects of the 

Asian collapse. 

Treasury Secretary Rubin concedes much of this cri¬ 

tique, has warned of the “moral hazard” of bailing out 

speculators, and called for reform of the “architecture” of 

the global financial system. In meetings of finance minis¬ 

ters, Treasuiy representatives have pushed for finding 

ways to “bail speculators in” — not bail 

them out — of financial collapses. 

But like Saint Augustine who 

implored God to rid him of sin, but not 

yet, Rubin is for reform, but not yet. 

He wants tire Congress to pass the 

IMF funding first. A U.S. vote of confi¬ 

dence, he says, is vital to help staunch 

die crisis, warning that failure to act 

may shake markets here and abroad. 

The threat is more effective than true. The IMF has 

more than enough capital to handle the next crisis and 

can borrow virtually unlimited amounts. No other coun¬ 

try is racing to ante up tire new request for expanded 

quotas. Clearly the treasury secretary is using the crisis to 

drum up support for IMF expansion. But he doesn’t 

want to dramatize tire seriousness of the Asian collapse 

for fear of spooking the markets once more. Federal 

Reserve Chair Alan Greenspans testimony in March — 

when he balanced fears of inflation with warnings of 

potential deflation — demonstrates how carefully tire 

financial leaders are treading. 

With millions of Americans invested hr air already 

overpriced stock market, Rubin’s warning has political 

force. Legislators, headed into an election hi a time of 

prosperity, have no desire to be tagged with responsibili¬ 

ty if die market falls. Many observers assume tiiat, at the 

end of tire day, Congress will pass the IMF funding, 

rather than risk being blamed if the market does crash. 

At tire Davos, Switzerland, meetings of world leaders 

this spring, AFL-CIO President John Sweeney argued 

that the Asian crisis marks an historic turning. “The long 

effort to build a global market has succeeded. ... The 

question now is how to put sensible boundaries on the 

market that already exists. How to make the market work 

for tire majority and not simply for tire few.” Sweeneys 

views might have been hard for the corporate executives 

in tire audience to swallow, but they were seconded by 

George Soros, the billionaire hedge fund operator whose 

success gives Iris word great clout. 

Global trade and corporations are hardly new. But the 

growing integration of a global market is a relatively 

recent achievement. It is only in the last two decades that 

countries have dismantled currency and capital controls, 

and opened markets to foreign investment. President 

Clinton, like President Bush before him, made the con- 

The IMF may not have 

ignited the Asian con¬ 

flagration but it has 

cheered on those who 

were playing with fire. 
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struction and celebration of this global market a center- 

piece of his “economic strategy.” The administration has 

pushed for the ratification of the World Trade 

Organization, the North American Free Trade 

Agreement. It has opened negotiations on a Multilateral 

Agreement on Investment. It has encouraged the IMF to 

seek greater authority over liberalizing capital flows. It 

has sought fast-track trade authority to facilitate negotia¬ 

tion of a free trade accord with Latin America, among 

other trade agreements. 

As a result, financial flows to favored countries in the 

developing world have skyrocketed since 1990, with the 

vast majority coming from the private sector of banks and 

investors. Mutual funds and pension funds began to allo¬ 

cate more of dieir portfolio to overseas investments. 

Whereas public sources provided the bulk of financial 

flows in 1990, by 1996 the flows increased sixfold and 

over 85 percent came from private sources — banks, 

investment houses, corporations, etc. Each day over $1 

trillion dollars is exchanged in foreign transactions, with 

merely a small fraction needed for the real economy — 

financing trade, supporting direct investment. The 

remainder is short-term, hot speculative money— gam¬ 

bling in a casino economy. 

Investment banker and former Treasury official 

Roger C. Altman compares the force contained in the 

new global financial market to that of nuclear weapons: 

“The markets have emerged as the ruling international 

authority, more potent than any military or political 

power.” The Mexican collapse in 1994 might be con¬ 

sidered an initial test of the power of this force. And it 

is truly a perverse historic irony that it would first det¬ 

onate over Asia. In the sudden collapse of the Asian 

tigers, Altman warns, “we saw what a worldwide col¬ 

lapse might look like.” The worlds central bankers and 

investors continue to fear that the Asian market col¬ 

lapse will go global. It is essential that this new potent 

force be brought under better control. 

Needed: A New Internationalism 
Even before the Asian detonation, the struggle to 

put rules around the global marketplace had begun. 

Human rights campaigns against child labor led com¬ 

panies to cobble together “codes of conduct” for their 

subcontractors to protect themselves from consumer 

reaction. Labor unions began working across national 

borders in organizing and negotiating efforts. 

Environmentalists have continued to push global 

agreements to limit despoliation. Consumers issued 

alarms as uninspected imported foodstuffs poisoned 

children in Michigan and elsewhere. 

In the aftershock of the Asian collapse, these citizen 

groups are joined by more enlightened business lead¬ 

ers. Financier George Soros calls for radical reform of 

the global financial system, warning that the “private 

sector is ill-suited to allocate international credit. It 

provides either too much or too little.” Morgan 

Stanleys Barton Biggs calls for measures to “control 

macro traders who today almost rule the world.” 

For years, efforts to regulate the global system have 

been scorned as “protectionist.” But efforts to build 

mles around the global market — to enforce labor 

rights and environmental protections, to regulate food 

and drug standards, to slow currency and capital flows 

— aren’t efforts to shut down the market, but to save it 

from its own excesses. This is a new internationalism 

vital to the global market. 

Thus, progressives should be insisting that IMF 

replenishment be conditioned on structural reforms, 

both of the fund and of U .S. policy generally. The cen¬ 

tral reform demands are clear. Enforcement of internationally established labor 
rights — the right to organize, to bargain col¬ 

lectively, to strike — is essential. Labor rights 

help temper tire “race to the bottom,” where companies 

play countries off one against tire other, forcing com¬ 

petitive devaluations, suppression of workers, elimina¬ 

tion of sensible regulation to attract capital. 

Economically, the growth of inequality, the suppression 
of wages in the North from competition and in the 

South, often by brute force, is raising the specter of 

inadequate demand, and global deflation. Protection of 

labor rights gives workers in each nation a better chance 

to capture a fail- share of the returns they generate. As 

their wages go up, they can afford to buy more of other 

nations’ products. This is essential not only for human 

rights, but for continued economic growth. 

Yet, the World Trade Organization protects property 

rights, but not worker rights. The IMF often forces — 

as it has in Korea — the dismantling of worker protec¬ 

tions as a condition for its aid. Replenishment of the 
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fund should be conditioned on the 

fund’s agreement to report on the 

effects of its programs on workers and 

worker rights, and requiring that it 

seek to enforce core labor rights. 

Second, the speculative frenzies of 

the global financial markets must be 

tempered. The fund seeks permission 

to change its charter to gain a man¬ 

date to push for further dismantling 

of capital and currency controls. Congress should insist 

that the U.S. representative oppose any such expansion. 

Instead, the Congress should require the Treasury to 

put together a plan for regulating short-term capital 

flows. At the very least, tire fund must be required to 

make speculators pay part of the price of their own folly 

as part of any rescue plan. Treasuiy should explore 

renewed support for national controls on speculation, 

like those imposed by Chile on short-term foreign cur¬ 

rency loans and investment. George Soros has called for 

a global version of the Federal Deposit Insurance 

Coq)., a public institution funded by private banks and 

investment houses that would set limits on the levels of 

insured debt nations could assume. Nobel laureate 

James Tobin has pushed for a small tax on global trans¬ 

actions, that would make short-term speculation more 

costly. These might be considered first steps towards 

moving to a new Bretton Woods, an international agree¬ 

ment to re-regulate currencies. 

Third, the IMF must be opened up. Its past efforts 

should be open to independent review. Its conditional¬ 

ity agreements should be published and open to outside 

criticism. Democrats on the House Banking 

Committee have pushed for an independent citizen 

committee — including representatives from labor, 

business and consumer groups — to review IMF activ¬ 

ities. This is the prerequisite for a larger debate about 

the extreme laissez-faire potions that the IMF pre¬ 

scribes as an all-purpose remedy. Environmentalists and consumers have focused 

more of their attention on die World Trade 

Organization and the World Bank. But they 

want the fund to assess the environmental and con¬ 

sumer impact of the conditions that the IMF enforces 

on countries in distress. When a country is in crisis, the 

funds objective is to stabilize curren¬ 

cies and regain the confidence of 

international investors. But die dis- 

manding of environmental and con¬ 

sumer protections ought not be part 

— direedy or indirectly — of die 

package created to appeal to 

investors. Environmentalists have also 

been die most vocal about the need 

for debt relief for developing nations, 

lifting the debt burden that too often gives them no 

choice but to join the “race to the bottom.” 

Not all of diese core refonns will be gained in die 

current debate over the IMF. If conservatives continue 

to oppose any funding, then die administration will 

have no choice but to obtain a majority from the center 

and the left, opening die possibility for progressives to 

insist on significant reform as a precondition for sup¬ 

port. Whatever happens, the IMF debate and die Asian 

crisis mark historic turning. In many ways, the debate 

parallels the American experience at the beginning of 

this century. Then capital and communications built 

national companies, production and distribution net¬ 

works. The centralization triggered populist resentment 

from local farmers and small businesses, from workers 

and consumers. Muckrakers exposed corporate abuses. 

Middle class progressives, combined with some of the 

more enlightened corporations, emerged to push for 

reform — the minimum wage, eight-hour day, union 

rights, food safety laws, banking and currency refonn, 

etc. It took decades — two world wars and a great 

depression — but eventually progressives built the 

mixed economy that provided greater security for more 

working people. 

Today, the companies and communications have 

gone global. In the global North, a populist response is 

building among labor, environmental, human rights and 

consumer movements. (It takes reactionary as well as 

reformist forms — as illustrated by Pat Buchanan in the 

U.S., Jean Marie Le Pen in France or the fundamental¬ 

ist and nationalist movements building across the devel¬ 

oping world.) Now it is vital that a movement for pro¬ 

gressive reforms of the global marketplace begin. The 

debate over the IMF — and the reform pledges exact¬ 

ed as a price of funding — may well mark the begin¬ 

nings of a new age of reform. U 

The IMF has more 

than enough capital to 

handle the next crisis 

and can borrow virtu¬ 

ally unlimited amounts. 
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THE U.N. AS EVIL EMPIRE 

A STRANGE PARANOIA 

UNDERMINES U.S. SUPPORT 

FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 

By James Leonard 

or more than 40 years, the Soviet Union filled the role of archenemy for the 

American public. Now, with the evil empire replaced by the Commonwealth of Independent States, other candidates for 

demonization have popped up. China, Iraq, Libya and North Korea come to mind. 

Some people see an even better candidate right on Manhattan’s East River: the United Nations. While most of the for¬ 

eign policy community considers tire U.N. to be at worst ineffective, a right-wing hinge harbors hostility toward it that 

takes many forms. There is, for example, a paranoid fantasy that die U.N. has a fleet of black helicopters preparing for a 

military takeover of die United States. 
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Not as fantastic, but still far-fetched, 

is another theory that the U.N.’s pro¬ 

gram to identify and help protect his- 

toric sites and natural wonders will 

undermine U.S. control of places like 

the Alamo or Yellowstone Park. At least 

some members of Congress take this 

theory seriously, because it was deemed 

grave enough to justify a paragraph in 

the 1997 Senate bill authorizing U.N. 

funding. Although it did not pass, the bill warned the U.N. 

to keep its hands off U.S. property or it would not receive 

U.S. dollars. 

Another, more sophisticated, argument places the 

Executive Branch and the U.N. in cahoots to erode 

Congress’ constitutional power to declare war and appro¬ 

priate funds. According to this scenario, the executive 

branch has been systematically undermining Congress by 

using the U.N. Security Council to endorse “peacekeep¬ 

ing” operations, then mobilizing U.S. troops and telling 

Congress that the United States is already committed to 

the operation as a U.N. member. 

This argument, which is not totally without merit, goes 

back to June 1950 when the Truman administration used 

a similar procedure to assist South Korea in resisting the 

invasion from the North. It was revived in August 1990 

after Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait prompted the 

U.S. to organize a coalition force under U.N. auspices. In 

September 1993 U.S. Army Rangers in Somalia sought to 

capture or kill clan leader Mohammed Aideed in parallel 
with a U.N. peacekeeping operation. The Rangers, who 

were under a chain of command that led directly to the 

White House, met with disaster when 18 were lolled and 

their bodies dragged through die streets by Aideed’s men. 

Responsibility for die operation has been repeatedly mis¬ 

laid at the U.N.’s door. 

It is die honors of die breakup of Yugoslavia diat have 

fueled the most intense congressional criticism of die U.N., 

however. In 1990 the Bush administration reached a com¬ 

promise with the United States’ European allies. The 

United States would provide support for a Security Council 

decision to send peacekeeping troops into the area, but no 

U.S. military would be involved. The U.S. portion of this 

James Leonard is a retired FSO who served in Damascus, 

Moscow, Paiis, Taipei, Geneva, Cairo and Tel Aviv. 

multi-billion-dollar operation was 30 

percent. Most of the present U.S. 

arrears to the U.N. derive from tiiis deci¬ 

sion and its aftermatii. 

At the time, most members of 

Congress were against sending U.S. 

troops to Yugoslavia, but the idea of 

sending U.S. dollars was almost as 

unpopular. The horrors of Serbian 

attacks in Bosnia, particularly the mas¬ 

sacre at Srebrenica where more than 6,000 unarmed 

Muslim men were slaughtered after Bosnian Serb troops 

muscled aside Dutch U.N. peacekeepers, further poi¬ 

soned congressional attitudes toward the U.N. 

The concept of “safe areas” for protection of Bosnian 

Muslims was pressed on the U.N. by die major powers, 

including die United States. But diese governments then 

refused to make available die number of troops the secre¬ 

tary-generals military advisers told him were needed to 

deter Serb attacks. With no ground forces at risk in Bosnia, 

die U.S. was ill positioned to press otiiers to risk more. 

Many observers felt that then Secretary-General 

Boutros Boutros-Ghali should have resigned rather than 

go forward with this deeply flawed plan. He decided to 

stay in office and U.N. forces were left to do what they 

could, short of suicidal resistance to Serbian forces. 

NATO subsequently replaced die U.N. as peacekeep¬ 

ers on die ground, and die Dayton Agreements, which 

were brokered without U.N. help, brought about a kind of 

peace. For critics of die U.N. die lesson of these events 

seemed obvious: NATO good — U.N. bad. 

When a second Clinton administration took office in 

1997, Congress had been refusing to pay either regular 

U.N. dues or peacekeeping assessments, creating serious 

consequences for botii die U.N. and United States. Close 

to bankruptcy and forbidden to borrow money unless 

specifically audiorized to do so by die General Assembly, 

die U.N. has been paring its bills by borrowing internally 

using money contributed for peacekeeping to pay its non¬ 

peacekeeping accounts. In effect, governments who have 

provided troops have not been paid, hi effect, die United 

States, by not paying its share of U.N. costs, is accepting 

interest-free loans from diese countries. 

The arrearage damages U.S. credibility and ability to 

shape Security Council actions. If it gets high enough, 

under the U.N. Charter the United States could lose its 

The horrors of 

Yugoslavia have 

fueled anti-U.N. 

sentiment in 

Congress. 
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vote in the General Assembly, though not its seat, vote or 

veto right in the Security Council. Moreover, with fonner 

U.S. Representative to the U.N. Madeleine K. Albright, 

under whose watch these obligations were incurred, now 

serving as secretary of State, and Kofi Annan, the U.S. 

choice as a reform-minded secretary-general installed at 

the U.N., there are powerful arguments that die arrears 

should be paid. Annan will have a hard time surmounting 

the obstacles to change within the U.N. unless die U.S., 

the main advocate for refonn, is paid up. Still, Clinton administration advocates for paying U.N. 

dues face a Republican majority in tire Congress. 

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.), chairman of the power¬ 

ful Senate Foreign Relations Committee, is a sharp critic 

of the U.N. He admired die strong position taken by 

Albright and former Secretary of State Warren 

Christopher in opposing a second term for Boutros-Ghali. 

While he was not won over completely, he did negotiate a 

complicated agreement witii Sen. Joseph Biden (D-Del.), 

die ranking Democrat on die SFRC, to pay less than $1 

billion to die U.N., an amount several hundred million dol¬ 

lars short of the $1.3 billion the U.N. says the U.S. owes 

and about one hunched million less than the Clinton 

administration had requested. The deal set out more tiian 

30 stipulations which die U.N. had to meet to get the pay¬ 

ment. That measure flies in die face of U.S. ratification of 

die U.N. Charter and passage of the U.N. Participation 

Act by Congress in 1945 by which die U.S. agreed to 

accept unconditionally its obligation to pay U.N. dues. 

Still, Congress has the power to authorize and appropriate 

money, and if it imposes conditions, the U.N. has no choice 

but to take it or leave it. 

Included among the stipulations were warnings tiiat die 

U.N. must not infringe on U.S. sovereignty, borrow from 

anyone, or develop a proposal for international taxes. Also 

included were numerous provisions aimed at U.N. refonn, 

such as reducing die organization s budget and establishing 

an independent inspector general. Many of diese stipula¬ 

tions were already being addressed in September 1997. 
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The number of employees at the U.N. in 

New York had been reduced from 

10,000 to 9,000 and an inspector general 

was going after cases of corruption and 

mismanagement. Moreover, U.N. 

ambassador Bill Richardson was working 

in New York to fulfill another of the stip¬ 

ulations by negotiating a smaller share of the U.N. budget 

for the U.S., down from 25 percent to 22 percent. 

Among members of Congress outraged by the Helms- 

Biden deal were Sen. Richard Lugar (R-Ind.), the number 

two Republican on the SFRC, and Rep. Lee Hamilton of 

Indiana, ranking Democrat on the House International 

Relations Committee, both of whom were ignored during 

its negotiation. Still, the Clinton administration, for whom 

the U.N. arrears has been a continual headache, was eager 

to see the deal passed, even with conditions. Many defend¬ 

ers and critics of the U.N. in Congress agreed. 

One man brought tire whole deal down. Rep. Chris 

Smith (R-N.J.) attached a rider to the bill denying payment 

unless the so-called “Mexico City for¬ 

mula” was applied to the U.N. The 

measure denies funding to multilateral 

and foreign non-governmental organi¬ 

zations that, with their non-U.S. gov¬ 

ernment funds, engage in abortion- 

related activities or associate with 

other groups that do. The Smith Amendment was unac¬ 

ceptable to the pro-choice Clinton administration. Smith 

was backed by the Republican House leadership, who 

smelled political gain, even though abortion opponent 

Helms made it clear that he did not want the Smith 

amendment attached to the U.N. legislation. 

It is not yet clear if Helms-Biden is dead or merely 

hibernating. Following its failure on the final day of the 

1997 session, the Clinton administration issued angry 

denunciations of die Congress and has said it is still inter¬ 

ested in negotiating a deal. Sen. Helms still supports the 

compromise, but whether die Blouse of Representatives 

will change its position remains to be seen. 
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In the meantime, U.S. credibility with the U.N. is at an 

all-time low. U.S. requests for lower dues levels will 

not even be discussed until it is clear the Congress will 

deliver on what the administration has proposed. 

The Clinton administration is negotiating in private 

with congressional leaders in an effort to revive Helms- 

Biden without the abortion amendment. Another choice 

would be to go to the public to generate popular pressure 

on Congress, but that strategy would risk antagonizing 

congressional leaders and would require a major public 

relations effort. 

Still, taking the U.N. to the people does have its appeal. 

A 1997 poll conducted by tire Pew Research Center for 

the People and the Press showed that 64 percent of 

Americans give the U.N. a favorable rating. Though this is 

down from 73 percent support in a similar 1993 poll, it 

compares to tire 53 percent favorable rating given NATO 

in the 1997 poll. Significantly, die U.N. is more popular 

among the general public than among influential elites. 

While 30 percent of the American public agreed diat 

str engthening the United Nations should be a top priori¬ 

ty of U.S. foreign policy, only 21 percent of the news 

media agreed with diat statement. In odier sectors sup¬ 

port was even lower: congressional policy staff, 13 per¬ 

cent; academics and think tanks, 17 percent; and business 

and finance, 9 percent. 

On one hand, elite circles are less starrv-eyed than the 

public about the U. N. More of them are in business, 

which makes them susceptible to tire argument that the 

U.N. is pro-big government, anti-free market and quasi- 

socialistic. More members of the elite have an under¬ 

standing of the humanitarian and other technical work of 

the U.N. The U.N.’s supporters lack the intensity of its 

critics, however, and are much less likely to become active 

on its behalf. For this reason, a member of Congress who 

takes out after the U.N. has litde to fear. 

What can be done? If the Clinton administration and 

its successors want to enlist the American public behind a 

leadership role in die world for die U.S., diey will need 

business leaders in the front ranks. So far their record is 
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mixed. Businessman Ted Turners cool 
billion-dollar contribution to the U.N. 
and similar efforts such as financier 
George Soros’ large-scale aid for 
democratization in Eastern Europe set 
an example. Many on Wall Street are 
pro-U.N., but industrial and commer¬ 
cial leaders in Chicago, Detroit and Houston are rarely 
heard speaking up for it. Even worse, the energy and 
auto industries, unhappy with the administration’s poli¬ 
cies on the problem of global wanning, repeatedly refer 
to the Kyoto draft treaty on the environment as “that 
U.N. treaty,” apparendy sensing that a U.N. tag will 
mobilize resistance. 

The U.N. needs more business “godfathers.” 
Pharmaceutical firms contribute millions of dollars worth 
of free medicine to die World Healdi Organization, a 
U.N. agency. Could that industry contribute a bit more to 
lobby Congress? American agriculture benefits gready 
from die programs of the Food and Agricultural 

Organization and die World Food 
Program. Couldn’t agribusiness give a 
hand on Capitol Hill? 

In 1984 Great Britain and the 
United States withdrew from 
UNESCO, charging abuses in its 
management. A new UNESCO 

director general has corrected these problems, but in 
view of the problem of U.S. arrears to the U.N., 
President Clinton has not asked the Congress for the 
funds to rejoin UNESCO. For the world’s richest, most 
prosperous country to say it “can’t afford” UNESCO 
dues and won’t pay other legitimate bills it incurred is 
shameful. 

Perhaps now with U.S. budget surpluses more 
abundant in Washington, Congress will agree to pay 
the U.N. debt and get the U.S. off the sidelines and 
into the front lines of die next centuiy’s battle to build 
a better world. Anything less wall be an embarrass¬ 
ment to the United States and its people. ■ 
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SIERRA LEONE’S DREAM 

DIPLOMATIC ACTIVISM, NOT DOLLARS, HELPED BRING 

DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS TO A WEST AFRICAN COUNTRY 

BY CHARLES A. RAY On March 10 President Ahmad 

Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone 

was greeted by jubilant, 

screaming crowds in the 

streets of the capital, 

Freetown, when he returned 

from a 10-month exile in 

neighboring Guinea. ‘We are going to make this a 

brand new beginning for Sierra Leone,” he told peo¬ 

ple lining up to see his triumphal motorcade. 

Kabbah fled Freetown just last May 25 when gun¬ 

fire and explosions shattered the early morning quiet 

as a group of disgruntled enlisted men of the 
Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces blew the 

gates off Pademba Road Central Prison, freeing con¬ 

victed plotters from a previous coup attempt. The 

sleepy West African country had recently celebrated 

one year of elected civilian rule, but the newly-elect¬ 

ed president, Kabbah, was ousted by a military junta 

that May. The junta selected Major Johnny Paul 

Koromah, a veteran of a previous coup attempt who 

had been newly freed from prison, as its leader. 

Over the next several months, the junta, which 

named itself the Armed Revolutionary Council, tried 

unsuccessfully to establish control over Sierra Leone. 

The junta failed to win recognition from other coun¬ 

tries and international organizations and junta mem¬ 

bers were banned from travel to or transit through 

other countries by a U.N. Security Council resolution 

Charles A. Raij is an FSO whose next assignment is 
principal officer in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. He 
has served in Sierra Leone, Thailand and China. 

that was observed by most countries in tire region. In 

addition, tire jrmta faced armed resistance from the 

military arm of the Economic Community of West 

African States led by Nigeria’s military ruler, Gen. Sairi 

Abacha. Also opposing the junta were the Kamajors, a 

network of local civil defense groups throughout Sierra 

Leone which had been organized by the ousted 

Kabbah government. Thousands of Sierra Leoneans 

fled their country, determined not to accept the jrmta 

as their government. Of those who stayed, thousands 

of government workers refused to report for duty. The 

Sierra Leone Teachers Union ordered its members to 

stay out of classrooms. 

Since receiving independence from Great Britain 

in 1961, Sierra Leone had experienced a series of 

military takeovers, most of which had received at 

least initial support fr om the civilian population. Why 

the difference during last years coup? The answer 

lies in the past. 

In 1787 a group of English anti-slavery activists 

bought a few square miles of land on the peninsu¬ 

la of West Africa in what is now Sierra Leone for the 

purpose of providing a home for 400 free blacks from 

England. Freetown later became the home for for¬ 

mer slaves from the New World colonies, the 

Caribbean or from slave ships in the Atlantic waters 

off the West African coast. A portion of Sierra Leone 

around Freetown was declared a crown colony in 

1808 and the rest of the country was made a British 

protectorate in the late 1800s in an effort to block 

French expansion along the Niger River. 

When Sierra Leone, the “Athens of West Africa,” 
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came peacefully to independence in April 1961, its 

Creole society, the well-educated descendants of 

Freetown’s original freed slaves, had strong ideas 

about freedom. Aware of their small numbers in the 

country, they had never monopolized power like the 

Americo-Iiberians in Liberia, but they had often 

treated other clans from the country’s interior with 

disdain. Upon independence, Dr. Charles Margai, 

one of the first non-Creoles in the country to become 

a medical doctor, formed a government dominated 

by tire Mende ethnic group from the southern- and 

eastern-based Sierra Leone People’s Part)'. When he 

died, he was replaced by his half-brother, Albert 

Margai, who quickly replaced all northerners and 

many Creoles with Mende. 

Southern dominance of the government ended in 

1967 with the election of union activist turned 

politician Siaka Stevens, a member of the northern 

Limba clan. Although Stevens came to power 

through democratic elections, he pushed through 

legislation making his All Peoples Congress the only 

legal political party in the country. Stevens destroyed 

die country’s economy and, distrusting the educated 

Creoles, dismanded the country’s educational sys¬ 

tem. Following the pattern set by Charles Margai, he 

replaced southerners and easterners in the govern¬ 

ment and military with northerners, whom he 

assumed were more loyal. 

Under tire leadership of Gen. Joseph S. Momoh, 
whom Stevens designated his successor in 1985, the 

economy continued to decline and political discon¬ 

tent increased. In 1991, Foday Sankoh, a disgruntied 

former army corporal and leader of tire 

Revolutionary United Front, invaded Sierra Leone 

with the support of militia leader and current 

Liberian president Charles Taylor and his National 

Patriotic Front of Liberia. Sankoh quickly gained 

control over most of the eastern and southern 

provinces, as the untrained, poorly equipped 

Republic of Siena Leone Military Forces dropped 

their weapons and fled. 

Momoh promised political refonn and an end to 

one-party rule, but his military forces were barely 

able to hold their own against die rebels. A group of 

disgruntied young officers ousted Momoh in a coup 

on April 29,1992 and instituted military government, 

calling it the National Provisional Ruling Council. By 

autumn 1993 the military government appeared 

solidly in place despite junta leader Captain 

Valentine E. Strasser’s promise to turn power over to 

an elected civilian government within three years. 

Vowing to end corruption and defeat Momoh’s 

forces, Strasser promised elections in three 

years. Still, Strasser’s soldiers were soon practicing 

their own corruption, passing draconian decrees and 

confiscating property. In 

December 1992, the junta sum¬ 

marily executed people accused 

of plotting against it. 

Most Sierra Leoneans and the 

international community were 

convinced that elections were an 

impossible dream. In late 1993, 

Strasser formed the Interim 

National Electoral Commission 

and appointed James Jonah, an 

under secretary general of the 

United Nations, chairman. 

Housed in a run-down parlia¬ 

ment building with a staff consisting of Jonah, four 

regional commissioners and an executive secretary, tire 

electoral commission’s mandate was to prepare for 

general elections at some unspecified future date. In 

addition, conventional wisdom held that elections 

could not be held until tire w'ar had ended. With 

reports of increased fighting in rural areas, that meant 

no elections. 

Another problem faced by the electoral commis¬ 

sion was its dependence on tire international com¬ 

munity for aid, which was slow in coming because of 

doubts about the elections. The British Government 

High Commission provided tire elections commis¬ 

sion with office furniture and equipment. The 

European Union representative provided funds to 

renovate a building. The American Embassy, 

through USAID’s Democracy and Human Rights 

Fund, gave money for portable sound equipment to 

be used for voter education irr rural areas. 

James Jonah scheduled a National Conference on 

Elections for August 1995 to decide whether elec¬ 

tions should be held, hut anti-election activists tried 

to thwart it with almost daily “Peace Before 

Most Sierra Leoneans 

am! the international 

community were 

convinced that 

elections were an 

impossible dream. 
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Elections” rallies. Still, Jonah proceed¬ 

ed with strong support from womens 

groups like the Womens Movement 

for Peace and a one-woman campaign 

mounted by Zainab Bangura, presi¬ 

dent of Women Organized for a 

Morally Enlightened Nation 

(WOMEN). Political parties were 

allowed to form only weeks before the 

conference, but 17 sent representa¬ 

tives to die three-day event. The con- 

ference also drew some 200 represen¬ 

tatives from government, the military, 

police, womens groups, unions, acade¬ 

mia, refugee groups, traditional local 

rulers and Sierra Leoneans living over¬ 

seas. In die face of anti-election lobby- 

ists, the delegates voted to hold elec¬ 

tions in December 1995, but tiien 

agreed to postpone them to February 

1996 to give die election commission 

more time to prepare voters. 

Yet Another Coup 
With die support of the govern¬ 

ment, anti-election activists increased 

agitation. Permits for dieir gatherings 

were routinely approved, while politi¬ 

cal parties found it difficult to get per¬ 

mission for dieirs. In early 1996, two 

events increased skepticism about the 

elections. First, Valentine Strasser was 
ousted by his deputy, brigadier and 

head of the military Julius Maada Bio, 

who claimed that Strasser was plan¬ 

ning to run for the presidency and sab¬ 

otage any chance of a return to democ¬ 

racy. Following die bloodless coup, Bio 

contacted foreign ambassadors in 

Freetown to assure diem diat elections 

would go forward as planned. Then, in 

early February he announced diat he 

was reconvening the National 

Conference on Elections, saying he 

wanted to be assured diat people want¬ 

ed elections in the midst of a war. 

On the day of the conference, die 

roads to the Bintumani Conference 

Center where it was to be held were 

occupied by heavily armed soldiers who 

harassed pro-election groups. One pro¬ 

election party leader was reportedly 

dragged from his car and beaten. In 

contrast, anti-election demonstrators 

were permitted to assemble outside die 

conference center and display dieir 

banners inside die building. 

Widi all the representatives from the 

earlier conference in attendance, James 

Jonah, in a brilliant tactical move, 

placed only one item on die agenda. 

Sidestepping die issue of delaying elec¬ 

tions until the war was over, he asked 

simply, should elections be held on the 

scheduled date? Despite harassment 

and threats, the delegates voted a 

resounding yes. Junta leader Bios only 

options were to allow elections or use 

violence to stop diem. 

Election-Day Courage 
On election day, in an effort to scare 

voters away from die polls, soldier's 

lined up along a road in the hills over¬ 

looking Freetown and fired rocket- 

propelled grenades and automatic 

weapons. They said they were fighting 

off die Revolutionary United Front, 

but a U.S. embassy Marine who saw 

die incident said the soldiers fired 

dieir weapons into die air, strange 

behavior for soldiers countering a rebel 

attack. Voters — some of whom had 

lined up die night before — refused to 

move, so the soldiers shouldered dieir 

weapons and returned to dieir bar¬ 

racks. In anodier incident, a group of 

aimed soldiers dismounted from a 

truck near a polling place and began 

moving menacingly toward people 

waiting to vote. An unarmed group of 

teenagers interposed themselves 

between the soldiers and the polling 

place, yelling taunts and inviting diem 

to open fire. After a few tense 

moments, the soldiers got back on 

their truck and left die area. 

Later, gangs of angry youths who 

were unarmed or armed only with 

machetes and clubs marched toward 

die military barracks, but were turned 

back by the police. Similar incidents 

were reported in provincial towns, 

where enraged youdi attacked and 

killed soldiers whom they suspected of 
interfering widi voting. 

Conventional Wisdom Failed 
Despite the doubts of domestic 

and international observers, 

February polling led to a run-off in 

March between the top two candi¬ 

dates. In April, Ahmad Tejan 

Kabbah of the Sierra Leone Peoples 

Party was installed as president. 

Where did die pundits go wrong? 

Only a few people within die interna¬ 

tional community had bodiered to talk 

with average Siena Leoneans, who 

were longing for change. Instead, they 

relied on die opinions of the educated 

elite. Only die U.S. Embassy, the British 

High Commission and the U.N. special 

envoy were in touch widi grassroots 

opinion and believed change was possi¬ 

ble. Only a few mondis before die elec¬ 

tion, for example, a mid-level Sierra 

Leone military officer had predicted, 

“Right now, people are so fed up with 

the National Provisional Ruling Council 

that a snake could win an election 

against them.” 

United States support for Sierra 

Leones elections amounted to 

$100,000, including cash grants and 

provision of equipment and supplies. 

While this amount of money seems 

small, it was crucial to die success of the 

electoral process because it showed diat 

someone cared. The moral support the 

embassy provided to non-govemmental 

and community groups was even more 

important. Kiki Munslii, USIS Director 

at Embassy Freetown, promoted 

womens groups by providing them help 

in developing bylaws, giving them office 

equipment and finding them space for 

meetings, ev en giving diem die use of 

her residence. 

The embassy stayed in constant 

contact with government officials and 

private citizens throughout 1994 and 

1995, encouraging them to stand firm 

in dieir commitment to democratic 

transition. Aware that the United 

States would not be offering large 
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amounts of financial support, the 

embassy’s message to Sierra Leoneans 

was not only that they could do it for 

themselves, but that they must do it 

themselves, because outsiders could 

not make a country for them. The U.S. 

Embassy also served as a neutral place 

where opposing groups who would not 

have other vise met with each other 

could speak. In January 1996, for 

example, the embassy hosted a meet¬ 

ing between then head of state Julius 

Maada Bio and die heads of the newly 

organized political parties. 

In August 1995, when I was charge 

d’affaires, I spent three days as an 

international observer at the first 

national conference on elections held 

at the Bintumani Conference Center. I 

was told later by Sierra Leoneans diat 

just die presence of an American offi¬ 

cial gave people confidence that the 

process had a chance to succeed. I 

learned later that I was a prominent 

figure in die TV coverage, creating die 

accurate impression that the U.S. 

embassy supported democratization. 

From August 1995 to February 

1996, Peace Before Elections increased 

its harassment of opposition leaders and 

just weeks before die elections, uniden¬ 

tified assailants assaulted die residences 

of elections commission chairman 

Jonah and SLPP presidential candidate 

Kabbah witii automatic weapons and 

grenades. 

At die same time, U.S. Ambassador 

John L. Hirsch, who had arrived in late 

August, was firm with his message to 

the government. “You have promised 

to step down,” he told diem. “Sierra. 

Leoneans and the world expect you to 

keep that promise.” Aldiough many in 

die government were made angry by 

this, they could not complain because 

Hirsch was only reminding them of 

what they themselves had promised. 

Ambassador Hirsch was available at 

any hour to provide moral support. 

Along with Chairman of the Electoral 

Commission Jonah, British High 

Commissioner Ian McCluney, U.N. 

Only a few people in the 

in tern at i on a / com muni ty 

had bothered to talk with 

average Sierra Leoneans, 

who were longing 

for change. 

Envoy Ambassador Berhanu Dinka 

and UNDP Resident Representative 

Elizabetii Lwanga, Hirsch met with 

President Bio at 10 p.m. die night 

before the elections to remind him of 

his responsibility to ensure peaceful, 

free and fair elections. 

The United States was able to play 

a major role in restoring multi-party 

government in Sierra Leone by spend¬ 

ing less than $1 million between 1993 

and 1996. In addition to $100,000 

spent on die elections, over a three- 

year period die amount the embassy 

spent for equipment, supplies, train¬ 

ing, travel and consultants was less 

than $800,000. More important than 

money, though, were the time and 

energy U.S. diplomats spent develop¬ 

ing accurate sources of information on 

the elections. During that time, recep¬ 
tions at the ambassador’s residence 

were often tense affairs, because polit¬ 

ical competitors came tiiere to meet on 

neutral ground. But no one ever com¬ 

plained about our gatherings and 

senior officials, including President 

Bio, rarely turned down an invitation. 

At die same time, all embassy pro¬ 

grams were geared toward supporting 

die democratic transformation of Sierra 

Leone. For example, embassy person¬ 

nel kept lines of communication open to 

all military factions. The embassy’s 

Department of Defense-sponsored 

International Military Education and 

Training program was geared to pro¬ 

moting military professionalism and 

good relationships between civilians 

and the military. Other embassy pro¬ 

grams supported die civilian control of 

the military. At the urging of the 

embassy, the Siena Leone military host¬ 

ed a two-day conference in die fall of 

1995 to assess civil-military relations in 

the countiy. A landmark event diat fea¬ 

tured frank and open discussions, die 

conference developed a number of rec¬ 

ommendations to begin the process of 

healing the rift between die military and 

civilians. 

Were these efforts successful? 

Elections were held and a civilian 

government was installed, but one 

election is not the end of a process. 

True success comes when democracy 

endures. 

As events during the last year 

have shown, it’s probably too 

early to predict whether democracy 

has taken root in Sierra Leone. Still, 

the U.S. embassy experience there 

illustrates two lessons. First, there is 

no off-the-shelf prescription for 

developing good government. Each 

country has to be encouraged to 

develop locally from within itself in 

its own unique way. Second, massive 

amounts of money won’t guarantee 

success, but small amounts of money 

given intelligently can make a differ¬ 

ence. In his work witii the Marshall 

Plan to rebuild Europe after devasta¬ 

tion during World War II. George F. 

Kennan stressed rehabilitation rather 

than relief. “When the U.S. simply- 

poured dollars and relief supplies 

into a foreign area, they tended to 

sink away like water in the sand,” he 

said. These lessons are appropriate 

for Sierra Leone and the rest of 

Af rica today. 

Diplomats can and should swim 

against the current and invest 

time, energy and emotion in pro¬ 

moting democracy, but in the end 

only the people of any nation can 

decide what type of government 

they want. ■ 
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FSOs ON FILM 

CELLULOID DIPLOMACY 

After Years of Searching, FSO Finally 
Finds A Decent Diplomat in the Movies 

BY MICHAEL CANNING Diplomacy and its intricacies are too complex 

and subtle to find full expression in die 

American popular arts. When Hollywood 

isn’t portraying diplomats as facile stereotypes, it shows 

them as ineffectual. 

American diplomats in the movies have ranged 

from die cartoon of Ambassador Hooper Moulsworth 

in 1961s “Romanov and Juliet” to the lampoon of the 

bar-girl-tumed-protocol-officer in 1984s “Protocol.” 

The singular exception to this trivial vision of the 

American FSO appeal's, witii tiiudding irony, in Costa- 

Gavrass 1982 film, “Missing.” The film featured the 

most realistic portrayals of FSOs ever seen on the 

screen, but it aroused the ire of die State Department 

because of its unflattering treatment of a real diplo¬ 

matic incident, the disappearance and deadi of 

American Charles Horman in Chile in 1973. 

Now another film, “Four Days in September,” 

treats actual events in 1969 in Brazil when U.S. 

Ambassador Charles Burke Elbrick was abducted by 

a band of terrorists, die first of a spate of kidnappings 

of American diplomats. Directed by Bruno Barreto, 

who is best known for his 1977 film “Dona Flor and 

Her Two Husbands,” this Brazilian take on the inci¬ 

dent was recentiy released in die United States and 

was nominated for an Academy Award for Best 

Foreign Language Film. 

At last here is a film with a sympathetic portrayal 

of a U.S. envoy, a film that FSOs can take tiieir fam¬ 

ilies and friends to see widiout cringing. Instead of 

another representation of a U.S. chief of mission as a 

bubble-headed, impotent clown, “Four Days in 

September” is a balanced political film. 

Barreto was 14 years old and living in Brazil when 

the Elbrick kidnapping occurred, during a time when 

Michael Canning is a retired FSO, whose last post was 

with USIA in Brazil. He writes movie review's for The 

Hill Rag a monthly neivspaper in Washington, D.C. 

the country’s military regime had imposed arbitrary 

rule. He now lives in New York City and has worked 

in bodi Brazil and the United States. Perhaps die 

measured, objective quality of “Four Days in 

September” can be explained by the passage of 

almost 30 years since the incident it treats, or perhaps 

it can be explained by Barretos physical distance 

from his home country. Maybe die film benefits 

because it’s a Brazilian effort and thus less subject to 

die mass market pressures of Hollywood. Whatever 

the reason, Bairn1 to has brought togedier a com¬ 

pelling ensemble of characters, including the shaky 

terrorist band, die Brazilian security forces tracking 

die kidnappers and Ambassador Elbrick. 

The film is loosely based on “O Que e Isso, 

Companheiro” (“What’s This, Buddy?”), a 1979 book 

written by Fernando Gabeira, one of the terrorists. It 

manages to paint telling personal portraits created by 

a convincing group of actors. Written years after the 

event, Gabeiras account is more a meditation on 

what happened than a fact-based account. Barreto 

calls die film “a fictional character study as inspired 

by Gabeiras thoughts.” 

In the film Fernando Gabeira (Pedro Cardoso), is 

a prototype of the committed, romantic intellectual 

longing for “pure action” in a terrorist cause. As the 

lone English speaker in the group, he argues politics 

witii Elbrick and is susceptible to another kind of 

romance with his comrade Maria (Fernanda Torres). 

It is Gabeira, tile man witii no killer instinct, who 

draws the unenviable assignment of shooting 

Ambassador Elbrick unless the Brazilian authorities 

release 15 detainees by the terrorists' deadline. The 

rest of the terrorist gang are also credible, from the 

world-weaiy Spanish-American War veteran Toledo 

(Nelson Dantas) to the fresh-faced ingenue Renee 

(Claudia Abreu). The movie also provides a balanced 

portrayal of the Brazilian cops who hunt down die 

kidnappers. 
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But it is the portrayal of Ambassador Elbrick that 

is most surprising, coming as it does in a foreign film. 

As played by Alan Arldn, the principal American 

actor in a Brazilian cast, Elbrick is a sympathetic fig¬ 

ure, a thoughtful, level-headed chief of mission any 

FSO would willingly serve. He is first shown cele¬ 

brating the July 1969 U.S. moon landing at an 

embassy party. In later scenes, he is shown to be 

enamored of his wife, and a competent Portuguese 

speaker, decent to his help and judicious with his 

staff. Its the ambassadors easy-going nature which 

prompts him to drive to work underprotected and an 

easy pick for the plotters. (FSOs will be shocked to 

see how thin security was in the good old days.) 

The kidnapping scene is brisk and tense, full of 

tough, honest realism. During his captivity 

Elbrick comes to life. His strength and vul¬ 

nerability are both displayed; becoming a cap¬ 

tive frightens but does not immobilize him. 

Engaging in heartfelt discussions with 

Fernando, he voices his doubts about 

American backing for governments such as 

Brazil’s which have not been elected and do 

not have popular support. He also expresses 

his concerns about U.S. policy in Vietnam, 

while at the same time arguing that he must 

defend the policy. These were the real 

Charles Elbricks views, which Barreto 

gleaned from interviews with Elbricks daugh¬ 

ter, Valerie. As portrayed, Elbrick defies the 

Brazilians’ stereotypes about Americans. He 

is both a regular, unassuming guy — though 

one with an indulgence for foreign tailoring 

— and a firm, dignified presence. 

Elbricks fear is palpable as the terrorists 

wait for their demands to be met, which, after 
four days in captivity, they are. He is then left 

dazed and confused among a horde of soccer 

fans outside a Rio de Janeiro stadium. He 

takes a taxi back to the embassy. 

The real Charles Elbrick returned to 

Washington shortly after his release and never had 

another foreign assignment. He had begun his 

career in 1931 and early assignments included 

Panama, Southampton and Port-au-Prince. 

Stationed in Warsaw as a third secretary in 1939, he 

fled with the Polish government before the invad¬ 

ing German and Soviet armies. While in Paris with 

the Polish government in exile, he was forced to 

flee another Nazi invasion and spent the rest of the 

war in Portugal and Tangier. After World War II, he helped re-open the 

Warsaw embassy and later served in Plavana 

and as a delegate to the Atlantic Council. He 

was named assistant secretary for European Affairs 

in 1957, ambassador to Portugal in 1958 and ambas¬ 

sador to Yugoslavia in 1964. At the time of his kid¬ 

napping, he had just been promoted to die rank of 

career ambassador, die highest rung on tile diplo¬ 

matic service s ladder. His service in Brazil lasted only 

one year. He returned to Washington in May 1970 

and left the Foreign Service in 1971 for medical rea¬ 

sons. He died of pneumonia in 1983 at die age of 75. 

Alan Atkin as Ambassador Charles Elbrick — nobody's fool. 

According to Valerie Elbrick, her father was dif¬ 

ferent in demeanor, bearing and physique than die 

Alan Arkin portrayal. A native of Kentucky, Charles 

Elbrick was a tall, soft-spoken, elegantly dressed man 

with a conservative manner. 

Though there may be contrasts in die movie per¬ 

sona and die real man, “Four Days in September” is 

a fitting tribute to the spirit of Charles Elbrick, who 

bore up under his travails as well as any FSO could 

hope to have done. ■ 
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SEVEN MINUTES TO STATE DEPARTMENT 

<P 
COLUMBIA PLAZA 

APARTMENTS 
Capital Living 

With Comfort and Convenience 
Ideautiful, MfiatimA- C^ioienaiei, / and 2 lied/immd- 

SHORT TERM FURNISHED APARTMENTS AVAILABLE 
Utilities Included 
Complimentary Voice Mail 
Courtyard Style Plaza 
Polished Hardwood Floors 
Private Balconies 
Huge Walk-In Closets 

24 Hour Front Desk 
Garage Parking Available 
Shopping on Site 
Cardkey Entry/Access 
River Views 
Minutes to Fine Dining 

Walk to the Kennedy Center and Georgetown 
Minutes to Foggy Bottom Metro 

(202) 293-2000 
2400 Virginia Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20037 

Mcuuuj&l hif. Potuuf&i, Gbcuwvui £ luchd- Go-. 

Ev TAYLOR IS A 

RETIRED FSO & 
GEORGE GRIEVE IS 

A RETIRED CIVIL 

SERVICE OFFICER 

JM 
Everard S. Taylor George A. Grieve 

is a full-service financial planning 
organization that is part of an international financial planning group. 

Products & services include: 
Asset Allocation 
Mutual Funds* 
Life Insurance 
Variable Annuities* 
Hard Assets 
Stocks and Bonds* 
Limited Partnerships* 

Among our specialties: 
Financial Seminars 
Pre-Retirement Planning 
Portfolio Diversification 
Minimizing Tax Liabilities 
Overseas Client Services 

For into or appl: 

405 Onondio Circle 

Vienna, I/A 22180*5927 

Tel: (703) 560-2230 

Fax: (703) 560-7718 

EMAIL: ETAYLOR405@AOL.COM 

We will provide you with a personal, comprehensive financial 
plan that will match your investment objectives and risk 

tolerance levels with specific 
recommendations geared toward 
reaching your individual goals. 

MONEYCONCEPTS 
INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL PLANNING NETWORK 

•Securities products marketed through MONEY CONCEPTS CAPITAL COUP,. Member Firm 

NASD/SIPC 1208 U.S. Highway One North Palm Beach. FL 33408 (407) 32743700 

BRIDGESTREET* 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Formerly Exclusive Interim Properties 

m Furnished studios to 
3 bedroom residences 

■ Nightly stays available 

■ Fully equipped 
kitchens 

■ Individual washers/ 
dryers 

■ Cable T.V. & local 
phone included 

■ Utilities included 

■ Optional Maid service 

■ On site fitness center 
& memberships to 
local health clubs 

■ Pet friendly locations 

■ Major credit cards 
accepted 

■ One statement billing 

■ Locations nationwide 
including: Virginia, 
Maryland and D.C. 
Walk to new NFATC 

Virginia Locations 
Annandale, Arlington, 
Ballston, Courthouse, 

Crystal City, Fairfax City, 
Falls Church 

Maryland Locations 
Bethesda, Gaithersburg, 
Rockville, Silver Spring 

District Locations 
Dupont Circle, Foggy 

Bottom, Upper Northwest, 
Waterfront 

Inquiries (703) 506-3993 
(800) 776-5057 

FAX (703) 506-3997 

LET US SHOW YOU 
HOW WE OPEN 

DOORS TO HOMES 
AWAY FROM HOMES! 

2828 Fallfax Drive 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
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BOOKS 

LEGACY OF EXCESS, 
ACHIEVEMENT 

Sumner Welles: FDR’s Global 
Strategist 
Benjamin Welles, St. Martin’s Press, 
1997, hardcover, $35, 437 pages. 

BY PETER F. SPALDING 

With the exception of George F. 
Kennan, Sumner Welles, who died in 
1961, had more influence on 20th cen¬ 
tury American foreign policy than any 
other career diplomat. He is the father 
of two toweling monuments of diplo¬ 
macy: the Good Neighbor policy, 
which continues to be the cornerstone 
of U.S.-Latin American relations, and 
the Atlantic Charter, the template 
upon which the United Nations was 
established. Above all, he was a dream¬ 
er and a dynamo who helped shape 
President Franklin D. Roosevelts 
vision of foreign policy. 

Welles’ diplomatic accomplishments 
should be at the center of his legacy, but 
a combination of alcoholic excess and 
sexual appetite got in the way. In 
September 1940, while returning on 
FDR’s private train from tire funeral of 
I louse Speaker William Bankhead, an 
inebriated and exhausted Welles propo¬ 
sitioned male porters for sex. FDR kept 
the incident quiet for three years, but 
Welles’ enemies — notably U.S. 
Ambassador to France William Bullitt 
and Secretary of State Cordell Hull — 
used their knowledge of the incident to 
chive him from the State Department. 

After joining the Foreign Service in 
1915, Wells rose rapidly in the State 
Department, which was then made up 
of tire sons of privilege. Tall, hand¬ 
some, arrogant, he was a caricature of 
his class. 

By age 45, Welles was under secre¬ 
tary of State and a close adviser to 
FDR, with whom he shar ed long-term 
family ties. It is not surprising, then, 
that Secretary of State Hull, a 
Tennessee politician whose folksy style 
contrasted with that of tire patrician 
Welles, became intensely jealous of a 
deputy who wielded more power with 
the president than he did. 

Still, Welles was more complicated 
and gifted than Iris image as an aristo¬ 
cratic diplomat. He was a highly disci¬ 
plined negotiator, a fluent Spanish 
speaker and dre author of a well- 
received history of the Dominican 
Republic, Naboth’s Vineyard. At a 
time when most diplomats were not 
comfortable outside dreir upper-crust 
background and many were anti- 
Semitic, Welles was a lone voice advo¬ 
cating an Israeli homeland hr Palestine. 

In addition to being Sumner 
Welles’ biographer, Benjamin Welles, a 
respected former journalist for tire 
New York Times, is also his son. He 
employs a narrative style that reads like 
a novel and treats with courage and 
honesty his father’s many diplomatic 
triumphs and personal disasters. He 
addresses the train scandal in the 
book’s prologue. Wlrile this is coura¬ 
geous reporting, it detracts from tire 
biographical and historical narrative. 
The incident could have been treated 

chronologically as the denouement to a 
life of wealth and excess, where imma¬ 
ture gratification was pursued without 
thought of consequences to family and 
personal reputation. 

Peter F. Spalding is a retired FSO. 

WHAT THEY DID 
IN THE WAR 

Citizen Soldiers: The U.S. Army 
from the Normandy Beaches to 
the Bulge to the Surrender of 
Germany, June 7, 1944 to May 7, 
1945 
Stephen E. Ambrose, Simon and 
Schuster, 1997, hardcover, $27.50, 512 
pages. 

BY STEVEN ALAN HONLEY 

Convincing military history is diffi¬ 
cult to write, as contemporary readers 
have neither first-hand combat experi¬ 
ence nor interest hr hearing tire gory 
details. Fortunately, Stephen 
Ambrose, whose previous book, 
Undaunted Courage, detailed the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, has fomrd 
a solution. He relies on interviews with 
men and women who fought in World 
War- II, supplementing their accounts 
with published and unpublished mem¬ 
oirs and documents from military 
archives. The result is a fascinating, 
gritty account of life in Europe during 
the last year of World War II. 

The book’s first, second and fourth 

APRIL 1998/FOREIGN SERVICE JOURNAL 53 



sections take a chronological approach 
to the war, covering both the Allied and 
Axis sides’ strategy and tactics, while tire 
third section covers issues and personal¬ 
ities. Ambrose is not shy about report¬ 
ing his protagonists’ character flaws and 
errors in judgement. British Gen. 
Bernard Law “Monty” Montgomery 
comes off only slightly better than Adolf 
Hitler. Even American Gen. Dwight D. 
“Ike” Eisenhower, clearly Ambrose’s 
personal hero, gets criticized for missing 
several opportunities to avoid casualties 
and achieve victory more quickly, 
though Ambrose justifies these lapses as 
coming from political and diplomatic 
pressures. 

Beyond his coverage of personali¬ 
ties, Ambrose is adept at showing how 
and why sensible strategies met with 
grief on the battlefield. The winter of 
1944 to 1945 was one of the harshest of 
this century', and far too many 
American troops were not properly 

trained, equipped or provisioned for it. 
While he lays tire blame for this on 
Quartermaster Lt. Gen. John C.H. 
Lee, he also gives Lee credit for defy¬ 
ing the Army’s Jim Crow policy. 

In the book’s interesting third sec¬ 
tion, entitled “Life in the ETO” 
(European Theater of Operations) 
Ambrose takes a welcome break from 
describing brutal clashes to look at race 
relations, the treatment of POWs by 
both sides, the role of medics and 
nurses, air support and frantic efforts 
to get replacement troops up to the 
front. A few minor infelicities do creep 
into Citizen Soldiers. A story about 
U.S. POWs is repeated verbatim twice 
and homosexuality in the trenches is 
glossed over as “rare to non-existent.” 
Even a cursory look at Conduct 
Unbecoming: Gays and Lesbians in the 
U.S. Military, Randy Shilts’ classic 
study, would have kept Ambrose from 
that oversimplification. 

Still, Ambrose s description of how 
American “grunts” overcame daunting 
obstacles can be boiled down to the 
explanation many veterans offered 
him: “We had a job to do and we did 
it.” Citizen Soldiers makes clear how 
hard that job was. ■ 

Steven Alan Honley, a former FSO, 
served in Mexico City and Wellington. 

Essay an Essay? 
The Journal is interested in a new 

genre: the book review essay. Made 
famous by The .Tew York Review of 

Books, this form ineludes reviews of 
several current books about the same 

topic within one thoughtful essay. 

To try your hand, contact managing 
editor Kathleen Currie at (202) 

338-4045, ext. 524 or by e-mail at 
currie@afsa.org 

THE STORY OF AN 
AMERICAN INFATUATION 

For a diplomatic and cultural 
history of America's relationship 
with Tibet, the author, a Foreign 

Service Officer, would like to 
hear from active and retired 
members of the U.S. foreign 

affairs community who have 
worked on Tibetan issues. 

Please contact: 
Williams S. Martin 
1654 29th St., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20007 
(202) 333-0232 

WSMartin4@aol.com 

“Elizabeth McIntosh 
does justice to the 
brave and resourceful 
women ivho served 
the nation so well in 
the Office of Strategic 
Services during the 
tense days of the 
Second World War.” 

- Dr. Arthur Schlesinger Jr. 

THE WOMEN OF IDF OSS BY ELIZABETH P. MCINTOSH 

The author—a seasoned journalist and veteran of sensitive OSS 

and CIA operations—weaves intimate portraits of dozens of 

remarkable women who helped develop and operate America's 

World War II intelligence agency, the Office of Strategic 

Services. 304 pages. 25 photos. Bibliog. Index. #l-5985/$29 95 

NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS 
Customer Service (6581) • 2062 Generals Hwy. • Annapolis, MD 21401 
800-233-8764 • 410-224-3378 • Fax 410-571-1703 
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MARKETPLACE 
Wondering Where 
There's a Great 
Apartment That's 
Close to the State 
Department in DC? 

How Does Four 
Blocks Away Sound? 
■ Newly renovated studio and one- 

bedroom suites with fully equipped 
kitchens, separate dressing rooms, 
and plush furnishings. 

■ Two-line telephones with voice 
mail, fax, and modem capabilities. 

■ Oversized desk with full 
work surface, ergonomic 
chair and workstation 
lighting. 

THEfTT’f 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HOUSE 

■ On-site fitness center, 
convenience store, hair 
salon, and valet laundry 
service. 

Li.-xi-HV Smres ON AMEMICA'S MAIN STHBET 

2424 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20037 

202-331-5000 
Fax 202-331-9300 

State-Side Auto Supply is your world-wide professional 

supplier of auto parts and accessories for all makes and 

models of automobiles manufactured for the U.S. market. 

• We will get you the correct part FAST - usually in 
less than 7 days. 

• If you are not sure of the exact parts, hardware or 
accessories you need, call us for assistance and we 

will help you place your order. 

• We accept all Government PO’s as well as personal 

orders, and we give priority attention to urgently 

needed items. 

• No order is too large or too small! 

I State-Side 
Auto Supply 

211 Southwest Rd., Canterbury. NH USA 03224 • E-mail: stateside1@aol.com 

PHONE: 603-783-9361 • FAX: 603-783-02S7 Order forms sent on request 

We accept VISA and MasterCard Call Bob Chisholm today 

PHONE OR FAX YOUR ORDER 24 HRS A DAY. 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Hotel Suites 
420 North Van Dorn Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22304 

(703) 370-1000 (800) 368-3339 
(703) 751-1467 FAX 

E-mail: Towersuites@erols.com 

RENT OUR $95.95 SUITES 

AND GET FREE: 

Alamo Rental Car 

PC Modem In All Rooms 

Continental Breakfast 

USA TODAY Newspaper 

Fully Equipped Kitchens 

Exercise Room/Pool 

Happy Hour 

ALL OF THE ABOVE FOR LESS THAN 

THE GSA LODGING PER DIEM DAILY 

ALLOWANCE FOR WDC! 
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REAL ESTATE 
EXPERT PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Houses and Apartments 

in 

Washington, D.C. 

Maryland 

and 

Virginia 

OPPORTUNITY 

MGMB Inc. Realtors 
Foxhnll Sqiuire 202-362-4480 
3301 New Mexico Ave., N.W. Fax: 202-363-8954 
Washington, D.C. 20016 E-maibmgmbnw@cligizen.net 

Do you 

feel like 

you are 

constantly 

coming or 

As foreign service spouses we have 
relocated many times throughout our 
lives. Combining this with our 30+ 
years of real estate experience 
enables us to successfully serve your 
special needs. We are committed 
and dedicated to delivering the best 
service to those of you coming into 
or out of the Washington metro area. 
Contact us at anytime! 

Ask for us... 

going? Lucille Ryan 
703-821-7908 ext. 326 

- or - 

Joan Zerolis 

8100 Boone Blvd., Suite 120 
Vienna, VA 22182 

@ Tysons Corner 

703-821-7908 ext. 327 
Toll Free 1-800-659-0729 

Fax 703-821-9150 
E-mail YRRLTRS@RIGHTEAM.COM 

Homepage WWW.RIGHTEAM.COM 

Avery D Hess 

cfr//o // faAe care 
o/ oa/1 /of/rsc to/i/e 

are /*e cyo/ie P 

f/our home is your treasure and leaving 

it lor strangers to rent can be frightening. 

Not with our worry-free rental & 

management services. We have 20 years 

of experience in Northwest DC, Chevy 

Chase, Bethesda & Potomac. 

Please call or e-mail us at cosnw_prop@conipLuterve.com 

for more details and a complimentary brochure. 

(202) 244-2730 

Executive Housing 
Consultants, Inc. 

Z 
/ 

uiiiiiinimim 

asH®s 
sanea 

Leasing and Management of ‘Exceptional Properties 
in Zipper Mprthzvest ‘DC, Chevy Chase, 

‘Bethesda, Potomac and McLean 

7315 Wisconsin Avenue 
Suite 603 East 

Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
(301) 951-4111 

Fax: (301) 907-7329 
E-mail: exechsng@erols.com 
www.executivehousing.com 
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REAL ESTATE 
Sales, Leasing and Property Management 

Stuart and Maury Inc. 
Realtors 

• Hands on manasement for over 35 years! 

• We’re not huse, we’re selective, we care! 

• Personalized suidance for all your 

real estate needs! 

• 1031 Tax deferred exchanse specialists! 

• Monthly computerized statements! WJD MANAGEMENT, 

Call Susan Bader, property manasement 
specialist, for more information 

Northern Virginia's premier 
Residential Property Management 

and Leasing Resource, 

Office (301) 654-3200 
Fax (301) 656-6182 

4833 Bethesda Ave. 
Suite 200 Bethesda, MD 20814 

Excellent references upon request 

is looking for a few homes 
in need of our 

professional care! 

Call David Norod at 703-684-0800 or 
visit our website at www.wjdpm.com. 

Property Specialists, Inc. 
A professional and personal service tailored 

to meet your needs in: 
• Property Management 

• Sales and Rentals 
• Tax-deferred Exchange 

• Real Estate Investment Counseling 

Our staff includes: 

Gerry' Addison Joann Howd Donna Courtney 
Steve Carey Robert Howd Sally Duerbeck 

Donna Linton 

All presendy or formerly associated 
with die Foreign Service. 

4600-D Lee Highway Arlington, Virginia 22207 
(703) 525-7010 (703) 525-0006 

e-mail: propspec@nvar.com 
Serving Virginia, Maryland and D.C. 

Paying Too Much 
For Property 
Management? 

Also specializing in sales, buyer brokerage, 
investments, and real estate sales 
counseling. 
•6.5% Management Fee 
• Our office is open 7 days a week 
•Lease fee: 1/2 one month's rent for 1 year lease 
• Rental & Overseeing of Property 

Call or write for your free copy of one of 
our money saving reports. 

Mike Smith 
Associate Broker 
Life Member NVAR 
Top Producer 

Visit our homepage: 
http://remaxcentral.com 
Or e-mail us: 
homes@remaxcentral.com 

Jennifer Wheeler 
Real Estate Consultant 

Re/Max Metro 100, Inc. 
5501 Backlick Rd#100 
Springfield, VA 22151 

(703) 658-4739 
(800) 445-4576 
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REAL ESTATE 

( Z—1 Hnrthrrn 4L 
Virginia Homes 
Property Management Division 

11094-A Lee Highway, Suite 103 • Fairfax, Virginia 22030 

703-934-8801 • Fax 703-934-8802 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

Coming Home or Going Overseas? 

JoAnn Piekney 
Broker-Owner 

and team 

Alana Clark 
Cindy Cooke 

Vanessa Hardee, Esq. 
Sue Malick 

Ron Daly, PC 
Stacey Griffth 

MANAGEMENT 
Visit our web site for detailed information 

http://www.northernvahomes.home.ml.org 

• Experienced • Licensed 
• Professional • Insured 
• Reliable • Competitive Rates 

E-Mail:nvhprop@mnsinc.com 

Hello! 
As a Foreign Service Spouse of 30 years and a licensed 

Realtor of 20 years, 1 know what moving is all about! JP 
Properties lists and sells houses for Foreign Service families 
AND provides outstanding PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES for "worry-free" overseas assignments. 

In addition, we provide you with legal and tax services. 
Vanessa Hardee, Esq. and Ron Daly, CPA are members of 
the JP Properties' team and have been working with the 
Foreign Service community for years. 

Let JP Properties assist you with all your housing 
needs. 

WF. CARE!!! 

CALL, FAX OR E-MAIL US TODAY!!! 
301 Maple Avenue West 4C, Vienna, VA 22180 
(703) 938-0909; FAX: (703) 281-9782 

R 
H 

PROPERTIES 
SALES, LEASING & 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

From Nairobi to Yerevan to Los Angeles, 
Foreigtt Service officers trust their homes 

to RHR Properties. 

✓ Experienced at meeting 
the needs of foreign service 
officers and their families 

✓ Monthly account statements 

✓ Quarterly Inspections 

Call today to safeguard your most valued asset 
with a firm dedicated to providing you with 

the best services available. 

Office (301) 654-1400; Fax (301) 654-1426 
4405 East-West Highway #306 

Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
E-mail: RHRprops@aol.com 

Specializing in Montgomery County and Northwest D.C. 

Diplomat 

„ Returning . .. 
to Washington? Properties 

House Hunting doesn't have to be a Hassle! Work with Anne Gomez 

m 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF THE REAL ESTATE MARKET 

■ KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS 

■ MULTIPLE LISTING 

■ BUYER BROKER OPTION 

Write or FAX Anne Gomez for a Free Welcome Kit. 
Diplomat Properties also Specializes in Personalized 
Property Management. 

Anne Gomez, Broker 

Owned and Operated by a Former 
Foreign Sen/ice Family 

DIPLOMAT PROPERTIES, INC. 

3900 N. Fairfax Drive, #204 
Arlington, VA 22203 

(Near Virginia Square Metro) 

(703) 522-5900 FAX (703) 525-4713 
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REAL ESTATE 

Executive Property 
Management, Inc. 
Specializing in Montgomery County 

LEASING, 
• MANAGEMENT 

• ACCOUNTING 
SERVICES 

Kensington, MD 20895 
Tel (301) 564-0049 
Fax (301) 564-3779 

E-mail: Exepropmgt@aol.com 

Ask our owners, they are our references 

Now’s the Time! 
If you’re rotating in or out and 

thinking about Inlying, selling or rent¬ 
ing — in Maryland, D.C. or Virginia, 
St3rt Now! As the spouse of an 
FSO, I know what it’s like moving 
here and there. Call me today, 
To Make Your Plans Reality 
(301) 897-8997 
(301) 656-2339 (fax) 
finver@erols.com 
7832 Wisconsin Ave. 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

COLDUJeLL 
BANKER □ 

Fay Finver 

L icensed in Md., D.C. and Va. Expect the best.® 

ADVERTISING INDEX 
Automobiles: 
Chrysler/C4 
D&M Auto Parts/14 
Don Beyer Volvo/17 
General Motors/2 
Martens Cars of Washington/25 
Stateside Auto Supply/55 

Communications: 
American Diplomacy/16 
Worldwide Telecom/39 

Finance: 
MCG Financial Planning/17 
State Department Credit Union/43 
Money Concepts/ 52 

Housing: 
Avalon/6 
Bridge Street/52 
Charles E. Smith Corporate 
Living/45 
Chase at Bethesda/28 
Columbia Plaza Apartments/52 
Executive Club Suites/26 

Executive Housing/56 
Executive Lodging/16 
Executive Property Management/59 
FARA/24 
Georgetown Suites/29 
Oakwood/44 
Pennsylvania House/ 55 
Remington/38 
Residence Inn/10 
The Virginian Suites/24 
Towers Hotel Suites/55 

Insurance: 
AFSPA/C2 
Clements & Co./l 
Harry M. Janette Intemational/27 
Unirisc/42 
Hirshorn/C-3 

Miscellaneo us 
Export Products/14 
Moment of Time/55 
Sisterhood of Spies/54 
Tibet/54 

Real Estate i? Property 
Management: 
Avery Hess/56 
Coldwell Banker/59 
Cosmopolitan/56 
Diplomat Properties/58 
j.P. Properties, Ltd./58 
Long & Foster (Simunek)/4 
McEnearnet & Asociates/11 
MGMB Realtors/56 
Northern Virginia Homes/Property 
M anagement/58 
Property Specialist/57 
ReMax Metro 100/57 
RHR Properties/58 
Stuart & Maury/57 
WJD Management/57 

Schools: 
The Hockaday School/25 

When contacting our advertisers, 
kindly mention you saw their ad in 
the Foreign Service Journal. 
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POSTCARD FROM ARROAD 
Tennis at the Tamil, Anyone? 

At 5 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, 
as the tropical sun begins to 
soften and gentle sea breezes 

riffle the palm fronds, tennis players in 
their whites wend their way by car and 
scooter to Colombo’s Tamil Union 
Cricket and Athletic Club for their 
weekly ritual of tennis doubles. The air 
is soon filled with tennis balls and rent 
with cries of “bad luck” and “shot,” 
shorthand for “good shot.” After two or 
three sets, players towel down, change 
shirts and repair to the cricket pitch, 
where, under a canopy of stars and fad¬ 
ing pink clouds, they drink and munch 
on “short eats” surrounded by mosqui¬ 
to coils lit and set in place by waiters in 
scruffy street clothes. 

“Today was bloody humid, no?” 
says one player. Others discuss the 
strengths and weaknesses of leading 
cricketers from Australia to 
Zimbabwe. Still others recount the 
travels and scandals in the lives of 
former school chums and university 
fellows. In Sri Lanka in 1997 there 
are few family secrets. 

The Tamil Unions two dozen ten¬ 
nis members represent Sri Lanka’s 
middle class: company executives, 
an accountant, an engineer, a police 
officer and the executive director of 
the Fulbright Commission. They 
come from the island’s major ethnic 
groups — Sinhalese, Tamil, and 
Eurasian — and practice the coun- 

WiUiam Dawson was cultural affairs 
officer for USIA in Colombo from 1993 
to 1997. The stamp is cou rtesy of the 
AAFSW Bookfair “Stamp Corner.” 

BY WILLIAM C. DAWSON, JR. 

The Tamil Union 

has remained a 

redoubt of 

vanish ing cii Hi ties. 

try’s major religions — Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Christianity and Islam. 
All speak English, the lingua franca 
of Sri Lankan sports clubs. 

As with politics and religion, gen¬ 
der is not an issue at die club. In Sri 
Lanka, the president, Chandrika 

Bandaranaike Kumaratunge, and 
prime minister, Sirimavo Banda¬ 
ranaike, are daughter and mother, so 
Sumangala Rajaratnam, the talented 
and determined daughter of a club 
member, plays easily amid an all-male 
phalanx. In Sri Lankan fashion, the 
teenager addresses her middle-aged 
compatriots as “uncle.” 

Founded in 1899, the Tamil 
Union at one time boasted the most 
celebrated cricket stadium on the 
island. Colombo’s July 1983 anti- 
Tamil riots — triggered when Tamil 
guerrillas killed 13 soldiers from the 
country’s dominant Sinhalese ethnic 
group — lapped at the gates of the 
club and Sinhalese vandals ran¬ 
sacked the premises. After the riots, 
uneasiness, especially among Tamils, 

led to fewer families visiting; the 
bridge and billiard regulars also 
stopped coming. Now, on some 
Saturday nights only the tennis regu¬ 
lars, attended by a gaggle of stew¬ 
ards, show up at the club. Even the 
formidable Tamil Union cricket 
teams don’t attract the crowds their 
predecessors drew during their glory 
years after World War II. 

Despite its frayed and 
mildewed present, the Tamil 
Union symbolizes a genteel time 
when Sri Lanka was an oasis of 
calm in South Asia. Ceylon, as the 
island was called until 1972, was 
renowned to world travelers for 
hundreds of years for its beauty 
and culture. In recent decades, 
however, Sri Lanka has been buf¬ 
feted by incessant bomb blasts, 

political killings and pitched civil 
war battles. The Tamil Union, with 
a membership fee of only two dol¬ 
lars a month, has remained a 
redoubt of vanishing civilities. 
Friendships run deeper than race 
or religion or nationality. 
Gentlemen smile graciously after a 
defeat and apologies are still prof¬ 
fered after a net-cord winner. 

The British novelist Evelyn 
Waugh dreamed of spending his 
winter holidays at an English sea¬ 
side hotel reading Edwardian nov¬ 
els. I dream of spending my winter 
holidays at the Tamil Union 
Cricket and Athletic Club playing 
tennis and waiting for a familiar 
voice to ask, “Today was bloody 
humid, no?” ■ 
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Tog° , 
i r . A Uganda s a member or the American 

Foreign Service Association, 

ou know you can’t always 
Taddlikis tan 

select the post to which you are 

ssigned. That’s why you can’t 

fford a picky insurance 

ompany. And while the Claims 

ct has so many exceptions 

hat the government 
(_o 5 

ecommends private 

nsurance, many of 

hose plans are very 

icky indeed. Some 

on’t cover you at any of 

he territories listed on this 
Libya 

age. And other plans will 

over you, but will do so for a 

arge premium. 

North Korea 

hat’s why you need coverage 

ike that afforded by the AFSA 
Nigeria 

lan. Designed specifically for 

ou, the AFSA Plan covers you 

no matter where you go — and 

lways at the same low rate. For more information and an application, return this fo 

he AFSA Insurance Plan 

o exceptions, no excuses. 

V 

avia 

NAME 

Israel 

Zaire 

Colour 

Pakistan 
Gambia 

AFSA desk directly for immediate answers to your 

AFSA DESK • THE HIRSHORN COMPANY 

14 EAST HIGHLAND AVENUE • PHILADELPHIA, PA 19118 

PHONE: 215.242.8200 // 800.242.8221 // D.c. AREA: 202.457 

The AFSA Personal Insurance Plan 
SomaV' 



Privilege: 
a right, advantage, favor, or immunity 
specially granted to one. 
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1998 Chrysler Sebring Convertible 

As a member of the Diplomatic Corps, you are eligible for special privileges when you order a vehicle through 

Chrysler's Diplomatic Purchase Program. They include preferred savings; fast, personalized ordering assistance; 

and uncompromising service with Chrysler's worry-free worldwide warranty. Perquisites appropriate to your office. 

Choose from the full line of 1998 Chrysler Corporation products: Chrysler, Plymouth, and Dodge 

cars and minivans, and Jeep, and Dodge trucks. 

Phone for personalized service. Your Personal Advisor will order the model, color, and equipment you want 

and quote the official Diplomatic price, including all applicable rebates. Your Personal Advisor can also arrange 

delivery anywhere in the U.S. or to most overseas locations. We simply set you free of tedious details. 

If you prefer, just fill out and mail or telefax the card on Page 11. You will quickly receive a catalogue for 

the vehicle(s) of your choice. The Diplomatic Purchase Program. It is the easy, 

money-saving way to start enjoying Chrysler's many advantages. & CHRYSLER 
niDI ni\/IATIP C A I EC IN THE U.S., PHONE YOUR PERSONAL ADVISOR AT 1-800-877-7083 OR (516) 496-1806. U I r LwIVIM I I L/ UMLLVJ TELEFAX: (516) 677-3701 E-MAIL TO: diplosales@aol.com Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 


